Colossians 2:1-15
“Gauging Your Growth”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Col. 2:1-15) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled today’s message: “Gauging Your Growth”

~ INTRO ~

NOW… ONCE AGAIN…
- Remember we’re taking a detour thru Colossians…
· Because there’s many newer believers at this church…
· And we want to make sure you’re anchored into Christ. 

SO… 	THIS…
· Adventure thru Colossians…
· Is to strengthen a basic understanding…
· Of how we walk with Jesus!

IF YOU’RE JOINING US…
· For the first time today…
· Please note there are many things we’ve discussed…
· Over the last several weeks…
· AND you can catch up online.

OK… LET’S START WITH THIS BASIC TRUTH…
· (1 Cor. 4:20) NLT

For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power. 

LAST WEEK WE LEARNED…
· That God cares about how WE live… as one of His!

HERE’S OUR TEXT FOR TODAY:
	- Read (Col. 2:1-15) NLT

HERE’S THREE TOPICAL IDEAS WE’RE GOING TO DISCUSS:

#1 – BUILDING YOUR FAITH:  

GANG… 
· As your faith is being built up in the word of God (Rom. 10:17) NLT…

MAY WE ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT SATAN…
· Is working to wreak havoc on you & the church…
· By using tactics to hinder us.

THIS CHAPTER…
· Has a change in tone!

PAUL TAKES A SERIOUS POSITION…
	- By addressing five dangers:

1) (v.4) Deceptive Diversity – (2 Peter 2:1) NKJV
2) (v.8) Philosophical Fluff – (Rom. 16:17-18) NKJV
3) (v.16) Religious Rites – (Gal. 3:1-5)
4) (v.18) Christian Theology twisted with Pagan Practices  
5) (v.23) Useless Self-Reformation (Matt. 12:43-45)

AND THE POINT TODAY…
· Is NOT being ignorant of Satan’s tactics – (2 Cor. 2:11) NKJV. 
· (The fight without & the fight within!)

ON THURSDAY NIGHT…
· I led a men’s bible study on the topic of…
· “Hinderances to Spiritual Growth” (1 Cor. 3:3) NKJV

WE FOCUSED ON THREE WORDS…
· That call out bad believer responses.

Envy = Ruffled feelings.

Strife = Fleshly response that uses harsh words – (you did this to me).

Divisions = Foolish actions – (I’m leaving the church…. at night).

WHY?

(Titus 1:1-2) NLT
· Proclaim faith… literally strengthen. 
· Teach believers to know truth…
· Which shows them how to live godly.

WE DO THIS…
· Because it breeds confidence within believers (Titus 1:2).

(Col. 2:6-7) NLT puts it this way:
· (v.6) You’ve accepted Christ
· (v.6) Continue following Him
· (v.7) Grow roots in Him
· (v.7) Build your life on Him
· (v.7) Then your faith will grow strong…
· And you’ll overflow with thankfulness. 

SO… AS WE’RE BUILT UP IN THE FAITH…
· We become SO familiar with the truth…
· That falsehoods are easily discovered!

#2 – TAKE SMALL STEPS: 

THESE BELIEVERS…
	- Needed to understand who was on their side…
· And HOW to go forward to win!

TURN TO (Eph. 6:13-18) NLT

1) THE ARMOR OF GOD…
· Is practical truths found in scripture.

	2) WE’RE TO PUT ON THE AROMOR OF GOD…
· Meaning: We’re to apply Biblical truth to your life.

HOW SO?

HELMET OF SALVATION…
- The only way the enemy can reach your past / present / & future…
· Is thru your mind. 

SATAN TRIES TO MAKE YOU…
	- Feel guilty about the past…
· Frustrated & confused in the present…
· And hopeless for the future!

BUT GOD SAYS…
-  Your sins are forgiven in Jesus (past done!)
	
GOD SAYS…
- He’ll never leave you alone OR helpless (present done!)

GOD SAYS…
- His plan for your life has a future & a hope (future done!)

GOD’S WORD IS IMPORTANT TO HELP ME THINK!

BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS…
	- This covers our bodies & guards our core.
· Think about guarding your emotions!
· (Right thinking / right attitude / right actions).

HOW MANY PEOPLE DO YOU KNOW…
	- That have been ripped off by Satan in this one area!?!
· Bad thinking / bad attitude / bad actions…
· And the body of Christ is left with a wound from Satan!

BELT OF TRUTH…
	- This holds everything together!
· The idea is… to KNOW the truth & BELIEVE the truth.

SWORD OF THE SPIRIT…
	- Practically… this is knowing the word of God in a detailed manner…
· In order to effectively apply it…
· When an attack comes in OR…
· When your taking ground for Christ.

SHIELD OF FAITH…
	- This is an active trust that enables us to stand behind…
· The nature / character / love / & promises of God. 

BOOTS OF PEACE…
	- The right footwear anchors us in!
· These boots have two uses:

1. Protects us from fleeing – discouragement & despair. 
2. It also speaks of a readiness to take the gospel forward.

KNOWING THIS…
	- Helps us take small steps in the right direction!

#3 – DON’T FALL FOR THE LIE: 

PAUL’S ENCOURAGING…
	- These believers to take the right steps. 
· In (v.4) he forewarns them!

IN (Col. 2:8) NKJV HE ADDS A CAUTION…
· To stay away from things that come from human thinking…
· And depart from the Gospel.

~ IN CLOSING ~

PAUL GOT INVOLVED…
· To protect the church…
· As he fought for newer believers.

1) Helping them to maturity: (Col. 1)

2) Pushing back on bad beliefs (Col. 2)

3) And teaching them how to live as Christians (Col. 3 & 4).


~ LET’S TAKE COMMUNION ~
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