Colossians 3:22 – 4:18 
“I Can Show You The Way”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Col. 3:22 – 4:18)
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled today’s message: “I Can Show You The Way”

~ INTRO ~

OK…
- Remember we’re gaining…
· A renewed perspective on Christian living.

BECAUSE WE’VE LEARNED… THAT… 
“…the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power.” 
  								                  (1 Cor. 4:20) NLT
OUR FAITH IN CHRIST… FINDS EXPRESSION…
	- In the way we live our lives with Him.

NOW… WITHOUT GETTING SCHOLARLY… 
· Consider how Protestantism modified the Universal Church of…
· Catholicism… during the Reformation (under Martin Luther).

Protestantism…
· Answered four defining questions:
 
1. How is a person saved? 
· By faith alone in Christ alone.

Catholic’s view of justification is favor obtained thru a life of good works & faith.

YET… THE BIBLE SAYS…
· (Eph. 2:8-10) NLT

2. Where does religious authority lie? 
· In Christ the living word as revealed in the Holy Scriptures.

3. What is the church? 
· Those who have been redeemed by the work of Christ.

4. What is the essence of Christian living? 
· Serving God in one’s calling, both inside & outside the church.  

Martin Luther renewed a fresh perspective during the Reformation (AD 1517)… 
· AND encouraged the preaching & teaching of God’s word…
· So the common-man could understand God once again!

[Article Link: Protestant vs. Catholics 500-year after Reformation]

TODAY…
	- We continue our learning by letting the Bible speak for itself.

(1-Tim. 3:14-15) NLT
“I am writing these things to you… so that if I am delayed, you will know how people must conduct themselves in the house of God. This is the Church of the living God…”  

(2-Tim. 2:2(b) NLT 
“… teach these truths to other trustworthy people
 who will be able to pass them on to others.”

THIS FINAL PORTION OF (Colossians)… 
· Connects us with practical areas of discipleship.

IDEA #1 – DOMESTIC DISCIPLESHIP: (3:18-20)

THINK ABOUT THIS AS…
· Applying Jesus’ truths at home.
· Wives / husbands / children / parents

HERE’S THE TAKE AWAY…
· When I’m obedient to God’s direction…
· He… sparks enthusiasm in me – (Haggai 1:12-14) NLT

IDEA #2 – CIVIL DISCIPLESHIP:

VIEW THIS AS…
· Our life in the public world.

A) = For Employees (3:22-25)

(v.22)
AT THIS TIME…
	- Slaves were often victims of war…
· Held for political & economic advantage.

IT’S ESTIMATED THAT…
	- Half of the Roman Empire consisted of slaves!
· Roughly… 60-million people.

AND…
· Paul says… “salves obey your earthly masters…” (Col. 3:22) NLT

NOW…
	- The N.T. speaks of obedience (x36) times.

	- We’re TO:

· Obey governing authorities (Titus 3:1) 
· Children are to obey their parents (Col. 3:20) 
· Obey spiritual leaders in the church (Heb. 13:17) NLT
· Obey God (Acts 5:29)
· Obey the Gospel (2 Thess. 1:8)
· Obey the Epistles (2 Thess. 3:14)
· Obey truth (Gal. 3:1)  

ALL OF THESE VERSES…
	- Teach us what God’s will is = OBEDIENCE!

AND… Civil Discipleship TEACHES US…
	- What to do… (applying truth in our public life)
· How to do it… (with a good attitude)
· And why we do it… (there’s a reward) (vv.23-25) NLT. 

B) = For Bosses (4:1)

THERE’S ONLY ONE-VERSE FOR THE BOSS… (Col. 4:1) NLT
	- It carries the idea of… deliberate care!

- In (John 21:16) Jesus told Peter…
· “Tend my sheep”

LITERALLY…
- Give personal attention thru: Prayer / counsel / comfort / love.
· Deliberate care!

THIS IS A BIG DEAL TODAY…
· Because the modern Church has become transient in our relationships!
· People walk in & out of our lives so frequently…
· That our hearts erect barriers.

YET…
· God never intended it to be that way!
· AND by understanding the whole picture…
· We can become more intentional…
· About making lasting relationships. 

IDEA #3 – SPIRITUAL DISCIPLESHIP: (4:2-6)

GOD OFFERS US…
· A way to move forward against the impossible – PRAYER!
· (v.2) says:
· Be devoted = constant attention
· Have an alert mind
· And a thankful heart

(vv.3-4) 
PRAY FOR OTHERS.

(v.5)
LIVE WISELY AMONG NON-BELIEVERS.

(v.6)
LET YOUR WORDS BE GRACIOUS…
· Which is an attractive quality (salt / preserving presence). 

“Spiritual-Discipleship”
	- Is most frequently caught… NOT taught!
· I learn… as I hear others doing it.

PAUL SAID (1 Cor. 11:1) NKJV “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.”
	- The idea is “mimic”

IDEA #4 – RELATIONAL DISCIPLESHIP: 

CONSIDER THIS AS…
· Friendships OR partners in ministry (Col. 4:7-18).

IN THE REMAINING VERSES…
	- Paul shares his life (vv.7-8) NLT
· By re-caping the status of his ministry…
· AND… then telling of his ministry partners (vv.9-15) 

~ IN CLOSING ~

THE “CAPSTONE” ON DISCIPLESHIP…
· (Col. 4:16) “pass it on”

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH…
· As Jesus left it in (Mark 16:15)
· “Go into all the world…”

· In (Matt. 28:19) Jesus said, “Go and make disciples…”

THE PERFECT WAY…
· To end learning basic Christian truths in (Colossians).

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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