GOAT | Week 2 of 3 (outline) – The Path to GREATNESS | Coleader.co
Big Idea: Jesus teaches and models the path to GREATNESS is through serving.
Scripture: Matthew 23:1-11; Matthew 20:28, 30; Exodus 18:3; Luke 22:26-27a, John 13:14-15; James 4;10; 1 Peter 5:5-6; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 15:5-6; Matthew 10:42  

CAPTURE (Why should students pay attention to and care about your message?) 

SCRIPTURE (What does God’s Word say?) 
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses. 3 So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach. 4 They crush people with unbearable religious demands and never lift a finger to ease the burden. (Matthew 23:1-4 – NLT)

5 “Everything they do is for show. On their arms they wear extra wide prayer boxes with Scripture verses inside, and they wear robes with extra long tassels. 6 And they love to sit at the head table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues. 7 They love to receive respectful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi.’ (Matthew 23:5-7 – NLT)

8 “Don’t let anyone call you ‘Rabbi,’ for you have only one teacher, and all of you are equal as brothers and sisters. 9 And don’t address anyone here on Earth as ‘Father,’ for only God in heaven is your Father. 10 And don’t let anyone call you ‘Teacher,’ for you have only one teacher, the Messiah. (Matthew 23:8-10 – NLT)

11 The greatest among you must be a servant. 12 But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. (Matthew 23:11-12 – NLT)

INSIGHTS (What might this Scripture mean?) 
1. Jesus TAUGHT us that true greatness is achieved by serving.
24 When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they were indignant. 25 But Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 26 But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, (Matthew 20:24-26 – NLT)

2. Jesus SHOWED us that true greatness is achieved by serving.
28 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28 – NLT)

3 So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach. (Matthew 23:3 – NLT)

ACTION (How could we live this out?)
1. Choose to serve in our church
2. Choose to serve your family
5 But you say it is all right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have vowed to give to God what I would have given to you.’ 6 In this way, you say they don’t need to honor their parents. And so you cancel the word of God for the sake of your own tradition. (Matthew 15:5-6 – NLT)
3. Choose to serve others

DISCUSS (What can we learn from one another?)
1. Who is someone you deeply admire for the way they serve others? What are some of the best qualities and character traits you see in that person? 

2. What is a way you like to help others? What is a way that is hard for you to help others?

3. If you are in anything competitive, how do you balance that competition with Jesus’ words in Matthew 23:11-12 and so many other passages? 

4. If you are serving others, how do you avoid people taking advantage of you?

5. Look through Philippians 2:5-11. What jumps out to you in this passage?

6. What are ways we could serve each other as a group?
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