
What If Boaz Had Not Stepped Forward? 

 

If Boaz had not stepped forward as the kinsman-redeemer, Ruth and Naomi would have 

remained destitute, relying entirely on hand-to-mouth gleaning. The anonymous closer 

relative would have kept his refusal final, leaving Elimelech's land unsold or 

unredeemed, Naomi's family line un-perpetuated, and the genealogical lineage leading 

to King David and Jesus altered.  

Immediate Personal and Social Impact 

• Continued Destitution: Ruth and Naomi would have faced ongoing vulnerability, 

poverty, and social marginalization as foreign widow and dependent in ancient 

Bethlehem.  

• Unresolved Legacy: The name and estate of Elimelech, Mahlon, and Chilion 

would have faded or remained outside family ownership, failing to secure the 

mandatory levirate or property restoration intentions.  

• The Unnamed Relative: The closer kinsman who declined the offer would have 

retained his immediate financial safety but remained anonymous to history.  

Historical and Theological Consequences 

• The Royal Lineage: The birth of Obed (father of Jesse, grandfather of David) 

would not have occurred through this union, disrupting the biblical lineage tied to 

King David.  

• The Messianic Narrative: In Judeo-Christian theology, the narrative of Ruth 

foreshadows the concept of redemption; bypassing Boaz's intervention changes 

the direct historical foreshadowing tied to the ancestry of Jesus. 

 


