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Some Context: This section falls within what is
commonly known as Jesus’ Farewell Discourse
(see John 13:31-16:33). During this portion of
Scripture, John records Jesus’ words that were
meant to prepare the disciples for His
departure from them. 

While His sham trial and bogus accusations
against Him would lead to His unjust
crucifixion, Jesus takes the time to prepare His
disciples by teaching them that His impending
death and resurrection would bring them
great blessing; not only for them, but for the
whole world.

ABIDE: Apart from Me You Can Do
Nothing

“I am the vine; you
are the branches.
Whoever abides in
me and I in him, he
it is that bears
much fruit, for
apart from me you
can do nothing.”
(John 15:5 – ESV)
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“I AM”: The last of Jesus’ seven “I am” sayings
in the Gospel of John is found in John 15:1-17. 

The OT frequently used vineyard imagery as a
symbol for Israel, God’s covenant people.
Israel’s failure to produce fruit resulted in
them experiencing God’s divine judgment. 

By contrast with OT Israel’s many failures to
live faithfully unto God, Jesus is put forth as
the true Israel and is therefore the “true vine”,
and Jesus’s followers are called to live in Him
and produce fruit.

 The vinedresser hearkens back to the days of
Isaiah and the first vineyard song (see Isaiah
5:1-7 and Isaiah 27:2-6), in which God is
pictured as the one who tends His vineyard--
Israel. 

As Jesus is the “true vine” that gives life to His
covenant people, His followers are called to
remain committed to the source of their
eternal lives, namely, Jesus. 

Just as a branch on a vine cannot live and
produce fruit apart from being attached to the
vine itself, so also Christ followers cannot live
and bear eternal fruit apart from abiding or
remaining in intimate relationship with Jesus



“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.2Every
branch in me that does not produce fruit he removes, and
he prunes every branch that produces fruit so that it will
produce more fruit. 3You are already clean because of the
word I have spoken to you.4Remain in me, and I in
you.Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself
unless it remains on the vine, neither can you unless you
remain in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. The
one who remains (abides) in me and I in him produces
much fruit, because you can do nothing without me. 6If
anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown aside like a
branch and he withers. They gather them, throw them
into the fire, and they are burned. 7If you remain in me
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you want and
it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this: that
you produce much fruit and prove to be my disciples.

9As the Father has loved me, I have also loved you.
Remain in my love. 10If you keep my commands you will
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in his love.

11I have told you these things so that my joy may be in you
and your joy may be complete.

12This is my command: Love one another as I have loved
you. 13No one has greater love than this: to lay down his
life for his friends. 

14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I
do not call you servants anymore, because a servant
doesn’t know what his master is doing. I have called you
friends, because I have made known to you everything I
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me, but
I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce fruit and
that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask
the Father in my name, he will give you. 17This is what I
command you: Love one another.” (John 15:1-17 – CSB)

JOHN 15:1-17
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To abide in Jesus means to continue in a daily, personal relationship with Him that is characterized by trust, prayer,
obedience, and joy. This “in” terminology refers to OT covenant theology, including prophetic texts regarding the
future new covenant that Jesus would establish. As far back as Exodus, we see God’s future new covenant being
alluded to in the fact that God would be with his people and actually dwell in their midst forever. Exodus 25:8 says,
“And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” Exodus 29:45 says, “I will dwell among the
people of Israel and will be their God.”Ezekiel 37:27-28 speaks of the new covenant by saying, “My dwelling place shall
be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD
who sanctifies Israel when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.”  

What an amazing promise of what Jesus would do through His sinless life, substitutionary death, and glorious
resurrection! He provides the only vital way for His people to dwell in, abide in, and remain with God. And, Jesus
does all of this out of the abundance of His grace, mercy, and love in reclaiming lost sinners to Himself.

Not only do we get to abide and remain in Christ, but God intends that our abiding should produce much Christ-
exalting good, namely, to bear fruit: “The one who remains (abides) in me and I in him produces much fruit,” (John
15:5). The purpose of God’s abiding with His people underscores the primary purpose of creation (see Genesis 1:11-12,
22, and 28) and in His redemption of a people who are His very own (see John 15:8, 16) will bear spiritual fruit. This
fruit points to the relationship between the vine and its vinedresser, as it is only found in people who have believed
the message of the good news of salvation for hell-deserving sinners through the person and work of Jesus Christ –
the gospel.  

As John Piper wrote, “…[Christ] he promises to do for us, and through us, what we can’t do for ourselves.” Christ
followers are the only people who bear this kind of eternal fruit, such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. And they only do so by continually abiding in Him. While it’s
impossible for Christians to produce this kind of fruit apart from Christ, in Him, we can bear much fruit. God has
called Christians to bear much fruit, and in doing so, puts on display the works of the gospel that only He can
produce in the midst of a broken world. The glory of Christian fruitfulness is His alone!  

So, how do we bring Him glory? We abide in Him, having His words abide in us, and we ask Him to do what we are
weak, helpless, impudent, and powerless to do on our own. As John 15:7 says, “If you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” We ask, coming to Him in prayer, for God to do for
us through Jesus what we cannot do for ourselves – bear fruit. 

As we prepare for our annual time of prayer and fast as a church family, may we come to Jesus each day humbly in
trust, believing that He can do abundantly more greatly than anything we can do on our own Let us come willing to
obey Him, knowing that obedience is always the best way, yet not the easiest or most comfortable thing. Let us come
recognizing that our greatest joy is found in Him, not the good stuff, the gifts He so generously gives us, not His
blessings, but in Him alone.

Let us abide in Him. Let us come to prayer aware of our weaknesses, yet rejoicing in the fact that He is more than just
strong, He is mighty to save! Let us come and glorify Him in prayer because we can do nothing without Him. 



ABIDE: Apart from Me You Can Do
Nothing

“I am the vine; you
are the branches.
Whoever abides in
me and I in him, he
it is that bears
much fruit, for
apart from me you
can do nothing.”
(John 15:5 – ESV)
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Abiding in Jesus means to continue in
a daily, personal relationship with

Him 
that is characterized by TRUST,

PRAYER, OBEDIENCE, and JOY.

To pray is an admission and
expression of dependence. Christians
have been called to live as the new
creations we truly are because of the
grace and mercy of the gospel. This
kind of living is to show itself in divine
fruit, fruit that only the gospel can
accomplish in and through our lives.
The very fruit that is meant to
characterize our lives cannot be
produced by us, but only with the
Lord’s empowering. He’s promised to
help, to rescue, to invigorate, and
strengthen us as we abide in Him.
One aspect of abiding in Him
expresses our dependence upon Him
through prayer. 



A HOLY NATION
Thank God that he has chosen to show his
wonderful grace to you and your church family.
Thank God that those who are in Christ are new
creations—a whole new “race” (or nation) of
people. Pray that members of your church would
increasingly believe and act like the holy people
God has declared them to be.

GOD'S PRECIOUS POSSESSION
Thank God that He has made our church His
“special possession”. Thank Him that we can be
assured of His love, whatever life throws at you.
Pray that this would give our church a profound
sense of security, confidence, and comfort—let us
pray that we would not fear what others might
think of us or even do to us.

Aside from keeping people informed, beautifully
designed booklets can also be brought home as a
keepsake. These visually appealing platforms are
easy to distribute as well, and can be handed out
during expos and other events, making your
brand truly memorable.

A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD CALLED
Thank God that he has called each member of our
church “out of darkness and brought us into His
marvelous light.” Take a few moments to thank
God for the way He has called specific people you
know out of darkness. Pray that our church would
increasingly “declare the praises” of God by living
distinctively and speaking the good news boldly
to those who are currently living in darkness.

07

01
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

a people for his possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the one who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s

people; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”
(1 Peter 2:9-10 – CSB)

THURSDAY, January 5th (inward)
SGC PRAYER GUIDE 2023

REMEMBER WHO WE ARE:

RECIPIENTS OF MERCY
Thank God that though “once you had not received mercy…now you have received mercy” (vs. 10). Pray that
our church would grow in appreciation for the depth of God’s mercy—and that this would crush any feelings
of superiority or self-righteousness. Pray that we’d be a church that shows mercy to one another—forgiving
the small things, the big things, and the things that seem to happen over and over again. Pray that our
church would be so amazed personally that we’ve received His mercy, that this would define us more and
more, and that mercy, grace, and forgiveness would spread out to those around us. 

NOTE: taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray for Your Church by Rachel Jones.



WANDERING
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 53:4, 6

PRAYER:

"Yet he himself bore our sicknesses, and he carried our pains;  but we, in turn, regarded him stricken, struck down
by God, and afflicted. We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way, and the Lord has punished
him for the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:4,6 (CSB)

"We come before you today as foolish sheep who find it our natural inclination to wander far from you. You have set
your love upon us, chosen us, and saved us, but we find it hard to trust you and prefer to turn to our own wisdom
and understanding. You lead us in green pastures for your own name’s sake, but we reject the feast that you lay
before us and try frantically to fill ourselves up with things that cannot satisfy. You lead us by still waters to restore
our souls, yet we recklessly dabble with strong currents of temptation and are easily swept away by torrents of sinful
cravings and lust. You call us to straight paths of righteousness, but we scorn your warnings, ignore your guidance,
and rebel against your discipline. You have given us the great privilege of knowing and worshiping our Creator, the
one true God, but we prefer to bow before our worthless idols day after day in search of the morsels of comfort or
pleasure they offer to us. Father, we stray from you every day and turn to our own ways; forgive us for our many
sins.” (Barbara Duguid and Wayne Houk)

FORGETTING OUR HOPE
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THURSDAY, January 5th (inward)
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CONFESSION

SCRIPTURE:  Deuteronomy 6:10-12 (CSB)

PRAYER:

“When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that he would
give you—a land with large and beautiful cities that you did not build, 11houses full of every good thing that you did
not fill them with, cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant—and when
you eat and are satisfied, 12be careful not to forget the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
place of slavery.” 

“We come to you today as deeply forgetful people. You have been so much better to us than we deserve, faithfully
fulfilling your commitment to give us good things in Christ. Yet we quickly forget all the wonderful gifts that you
have already given us and feel angry and bitter when you won’t answer our prayers the way in which we want you to.
Instead of remembering your deliverance and running to you daily as our shield of refuge, the anchor of our souls,
we prefer to remain in bondage to our idols, because we love our sins, and it seems too hard to fight against them.
We doubt your goodness and power many times each day and resent the race of obedience that you call us to run.
Father, forgive us.” (Barbara Duguid and Wayne Houk)



CAPTIVATED BY SIN

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 53:4, 6

PRAYER:

"Yet he himself bore our sicknesses, and he carried our pains;  but we, in turn, regarded him stricken, struck down
by God, and afflicted. We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way, and the Lord has punished
him for the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:4,6 (CSB)

"We come before you today as foolish sheep who find it our natural inclination to wander far from you. You have set
your love upon us, chosen us, and saved us, but we find it hard to trust you and prefer to turn to our own wisdom
and understanding. You lead us in green pastures for your own name’s sake, but we reject the feast that you lay
before us and try frantically to fill ourselves up with things that cannot satisfy. You lead us by still waters to restore
our souls, yet we recklessly dabble with strong currents of temptation and are easily swept away by torrents of sinful
cravings and lust. You call us to straight paths of righteousness, but we scorn your warnings, ignore your guidance,
and rebel against your discipline. You have given us the great privilege of knowing and worshiping our Creator, the
one true God, but we prefer to bow before our worthless idols day after day in search of the morsels of comfort or
pleasure they offer to us. Father, we stray from you every day and turn to our own ways; forgive us for our many
sins.” (Barbara Duguid and Wayne Houk)

SLOTH
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THURSDAY, January 5th (inward)
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CONFESSION

SCRIPTURE: Romans 12:11; 13:11-12 (CSB)

PRAYER:

“Do not lack diligence in zeal; be fervent in the Spirit; serve the Lord.” (Rom. 12:11)

“Besides this, since you know the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from sleep because now our
salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over, and the day is near; so let us discard the
deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.” (Rom. 13:11-12)

“Forgive us ·      us for the way that we have neglected and misused the good gifts that you have given us. We have
slept carelessly, when we should have been wide awake. We have shunned opportunities to serve you and find sweet
fellowship in your presence when we should have faithfully followed your call. We have loved comfort and ease, and
things of little lasting significance, instead of investing our lives in the pursuit of you and your eternal kingdom. We
also repent today for all the ways in which we have served you with sinful attitudes, glorying in our own strength
and becoming proud of our hard work for you, or resenting bitterly the need to put ourselves out for others.
Whether we have worked hard or been lazy, our eyes have been fixed only on ourselves. Father, forgive us.” (Barbara
Duguid and Wayne Houk)

NOTE: All prayers taken from portions of Prone to Wander: Prayers of Confession and Celebration by Barbara
Duguid and Wayne Houk.



THE JOY AND WONDER OF SALVATION

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 51:12 
"Yet he himself bore our sicknesses, and he carried our pains;  but we, in turn, regarded him stricken, struck down
by God, and afflicted. We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way, and the Lord has punished
him for the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:4,6 (CSB)
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THURSDAY, January 5th (inward)
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RESTORE

           My sin
           Your unfailing love.
           My transgression
           Your great compassion.
           My iniquity
           Your cleansing.
           My evil
           Your mercy.
           My sin
           Your wisdom.
           My iniquity
           Your presence.
           My transgression
           Your restoration.
           My sin
           Your salvation.
           My song
           Your righteousness.
           My broken heart
           Your delight.
           My prosperity
           Your good pleasure.
           

 Your altar
 my delight.
 Hide Your face
 From my sins
 Create in me
 a pure heart
 Do not
 cast me from Your presence
 Do not
 take Your Spirit from me
 Restore to me
 the joy of your salvation
 Grant me
 a willing spirit
 Save me
 from bloodguilt
 Sustain me.
 For I know
 my transgressions
 And my sin
 is ever before me.

           

POEM: The Dance of Redemption by Paul David Tripp

PRAYER:
Thank God for His grace to save you and His willingness to restore in us the joy or our
salvation through the gospel of Jesus Christ. Ask God that your prayers will have less and
less to do with situations and circumstances of life and more to do with the struggles of the
heart that can rob us of our joy in Him. Ask God for his help, power, rescue, love, and
wisdom to be again the delight of your soul. 

NOTE: Poem taken from Whiter Than Snow: Meditations on Sin and Mercy by Paul D. Tripp.



CONFIDENCE IN AND LOVE FOR GOD'S WORD

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 19:7-13

Perfect: “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul” (vs. 7 ESV)
Thank God that he has not left us guessing, but has provided his perfect, trustworthy word so that we
can truly know him. Pray that as we gather privately and corporately around the Bible, that our souls
would be refreshed as we encounter the living God.

Radiant: “the precepts of the Lord are right…enlightening the eyes” (vs. 8 ESV)
Thank him that by the power of the Holy Spirit, the pages of Scripture show us who Jesus is and what he
has done. It is by being taught the truths from God’s radiant word that we are changed—so pray that
teachers would remember this and put all their hope and confidence in his word to give light and life.
Ask God to use teachers this week to enlighten many eyes. 

Firm: “the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever” (vs. 9 ESV)
In a world where the moral goalposts seem to shift often, thank God that his words are firm and endure
for all time. Pray that we would not compromise with culture—regardless the form the feelings of
pressure may take. Pray that we’d all firmly hold what the Bible says is right and wise really is right and
wise.

Sweet: “sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb” (vs. 10 ESV)
Consider what it is that you most love to eat—then pray that our church would love feeding on God’s
word more than you love feeding on that food! Pray that learning from Scripture wouldn’t be dry,
academic exercise, but a delightful, sweet treat.

A Warning: “Who can discern his errors?” (vs. 12 ESV)
Pray that we wouldn’t go out from meeting together with God privately in His Word, or even go out
from meeting together as a church and ignore—or forget—what we’ve heard. Instead, pray that the
warnings from God’s word would change how we live (vs. 11). Pray that Scripture would be showing us
our hidden faults and turn us from sin, so that every one of us “will be blameless, innocent of great
transgression.”

“The instruction of the Lord is perfect, renewing one’s life; 
the testimony of the Lord is trustworthy, making the inexperienced wise.
8 The precepts of the Lord are right, making the heart glad; 
the command of the Lord is radiant, making the eyes light up.
9 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; 
the ordinances of the Lord are reliable and altogether righteous.
10 They are more desirable than gold—than an abundance of pure gold; 
and sweeter than honey dripping from a honeycomb.
11 In addition, your servant is warned by them, 
and in keeping them, there is an abundant reward.
12 Who perceives his unintentional sins? Cleanse me from my hidden faults.
13 Moreover, keep your servant from willful sins; do not let them rule me. 
Then I will be blameless and cleansed from blatant rebellion.”

NOTE: “Confidence in and Love for God’s Word” taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray for Your Church by Rachel Jones. 
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THURSDAY, January 5th (inward)
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RESTORE
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THURSDAY, January 5th (inward)
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RESTORE

HUMBLE PRAYERFULNESS

SCRIPTURE: James 5:16b; 1 John 3:21-22

PRAYER:

""The prayer of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect.” (James 5:16b)

“Dear friends, if our hearts don’t condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive whatever we ask from
him because we keep his commands and do what is pleasing in his sight.” (1 John 3:21-22)
 (CSB)

Thank God that a righteous person is anyone who is in right relationship with Him through faith in the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Anyone who trusts in this good news of Jesus has been forgiven by God of all their sins and been
accepted as a child in God’s family. This righteousness all by His grace – to be right with God – and this qualifies us,
as His child, to approach Him with humble prayers. Thank God that we have access to the very Ruler of the Universe
to ask from Him things that would bless others and bring Him glory.Pray that we would regularly make time to pray
confidently and to listen humbly to God through his word. Pray that we would pray with faithful persistence and
with eyes to see God at work. 

SCRIPTURE: Romans 5:1-5

Peace: Verse 1
Christians already have peace with the most important Person in the universe—but how easy it is to
forget this! Pray that during trials or suffering, we will know and treasure this peace. Ask God for grace
to be able to rejoice in the wonder of the gospel, even as things in life seem to be going wrong.

Perseverance: Verse 3
Pray that we would know this to be true experientially—that rather than only looking for a way out of
difficult times, that we would be looking for how God is working through it. Pray that we would be
learning to persevere in our faith—that we would not succumb to the common feelings to doubt God’s
goodness, but instead to cling to Jesus.

“Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2
We have also obtained access through him by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also rejoice in our afflictions, because we know that affliction produces
endurance, 4endurance produces proven character, and proven character produces hope. 5 This hope will not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”
(Romans 5:1-5 CSB)

NOTE: “taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray for Your Church by Rachel Jones. 

04 SUSTAIN
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SCRIPTURE: Romans 5:1-5

Character: Verse 4
Pray that as God changes our character through times of testing that our faith will be proved to be a
genuine work of God’s Spirit.Pray that this time would serve as a glorious testament to God’s power to
transform our hearts; and that our church family would be encouraged by seeing this power at work.

Hope: Verse 4
Pray that suffering would lead each of us to put our hope solely in God. Whatever temptations we
might have to look for stability and security (a job, relationship, health, etc.) pray that He would hold us
tightly and renew steadfast hope in Him. Pray that as God uses suffering and trials to strip away our
grip on other things, that we would place all our hope on God and His sustaining grace.

Love:  Verse 5
Pray that as we hope in God more, that we would know his love for us more deeply, feeling his tangible
comfort. When things get tough, it’s so easy for us to become introspective, brooding, and even bitter.
Pray instead that our heart would overflow with love from God to those around us. 

“Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2
We have also obtained access through him by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also rejoice in our afflictions, because we know that affliction produces
endurance, 4endurance produces proven character, and proven character produces hope. 5 This hope will not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”
(Romans 5:1-5 CSB)

NOTE: “taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray for Your Church by Rachel Jones. 

04 SUSTAIN



ABIDE: Apart from Me You Can Do
Nothing

“I am the vine; you
are the branches.
Whoever abides in
me and I in him, he
it is that bears
much fruit, for
apart from me you
can do nothing.”
(John 15:5 – ESV)
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Abiding in Jesus means to continue in a
daily, personal relationship with Him 

that is characterized by TRUST,
PRAYER, OBEDIENCE, and JOY.

To pray is an admission and expression
of dependence. Christians have been
called to live as the new creations we
truly are because of the grace and
mercy of the gospel. This kind of living
is to show itself in divine fruit, fruit
that only the gospel can accomplish in
and through our lives. The very fruit
that is meant to characterize our lives
cannot be produced by us, but only with
the Lord’s empowering. He’s promised
to help, to rescue, to invigorate, and
strengthen us as we abide in Him. One
aspect of abiding in Him expresses our
dependence upon Him through prayer. 



LOVE and SERVE  ONE ANOTHER:

IS PATIENT AND KIND: Verse 4

ISN'T PROUD OR SELF-SEEKING: Verses  4-5

KEEPS NO RECORD OF WRONGS: Verse 5

REJOICES WITH THE TRUTH:  Verse 6

TRUSTS, HOPES, PERSEVERES:  Verse 7

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude.It does not insist on its own way; it
is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)

Thank you, for being patient with our church and us. For all of our failings, he continues to treasure us! Pray that we
would love one another with the same patience—that we wouldn’t get annoyed when people seem slow to change or
don’t do things the way we’d like. Pray that our love would overflow in acts of kindness towards one another. 

Pray that as a church, we’d love one another with Christ-like humility: willing to do the jobs that are dirty, difficult,
or dull; willing to associate with people who seem needy, frustrating, or just different from us. Pray that each of us
wouldn’t seek our own benefit or enjoyment, but would do things for the benefit of others.

We’re going to hurt others, let them down, and make bad decisions—and my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ
will do the same to me too. Thank God that he keeps no record of our wrongs; so, let’s pray that, as a church, we
wouldn’t either. Ask for grace to repent quickly, to forgive quickly, and to move on quickly when we hurt one
another.

Spend some time giving thanks to God over the people in our church that he has recently brought to trust in the
saving grace of the gospel. Consider for a few moments some of your brothers and sisters who have grown in their
knowledge of the truth, and how that’s been changing their lives—then rejoice! Pray that our church would be one
that is always rejoicing in the truth and in the ways the truth changes us. 

Pray that God would form us into a community that always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres. Pray that
we’d trust one another enough to be real with one another; that our hopes would become one another’s hopes, as you
desire the best for each other; that your relationships would last for the long haul, as your love perseveres through
good and bad times. Pray that in this way, He is glorified through our love for one another. 
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PRAYER:

“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens—Jesus the Son of God—let us
hold fast to our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who has been tempted in every way as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore, let us approach the throne of
grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:14-16 CSB)

Thank you, Jesus, that you are the way to have access to God. Through your sinless life, sacrificial death for our sins,
and your glorious resurrection, we not only are forgiven of our many transgressions but we are welcomed to come
boldly to God in prayer. By the Holy Spirit, help us to cling to our confession. Open our eyes to see more clearly our
eternal High Priest and Advocate we have in Jesus. Help us to know more deeply His love for us whenever we are
tempted to doubt it. As we pray, we ask you to intercede for us in our weakness and limitations, taking our prayers
and presenting them perfectly to our Father. Strengthen us in growing holiness, as you continue to complete the
good work that you have already begun in our lives. As we pray, we ask that our prayers would not only be motivated
by our neediness, but by our confidence in you to move and work – providing us mercy and grace to help us. 

FRIDAY, January 6th (outward)
SGC PRAYER GUIDE 2023

REMEMBER OUR ACCESS

02 FRUITFULNESS IN THE CHURCH



BE EQUIPPED: Verse 11-12

BE UNITED: Verse 13

BECOME MATURE: Verse 15

BE STEADFAST: Verse 14

BUILD EACH OTHER UP:  Verse 16

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 1 until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15Rather,
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part
is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” (Ephesians 4:11-16)

Thank God for the leaders that “Christ himself” has given to our church, “to equip his people for works of service…”.
Pray that our church (and our leaders) would see church leaders in the same way that Paul does—not there to do
everything themselves, but to equip all of Christ’s people to do his work. Ask God to give your leaders wisdom in
discerning the areas where members need equipping most, and how best they can do that. 

Pray that as a church, we’d love one another with Christ-like humility: willing to do the jobs that are dirty, difficult,
or dull; willing to associate with people who seem needy, frustrating, or just different from us. Pray that each of us
wouldn’t seek our own benefit or enjoyment, but would do things for the benefit of others.

Pray that our church would be growing more and more into “the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ”
(vs. 15). Pray that our church family would grow “in every respect”—in each area of a Believer’s life.

Pray that our church would not be “tossed back and forth by the waves” (vs. 14). Consider what difficult
circumstances are threatening to unsettle individuals in our church. What biblical teachings are we tempted to
compromise on? Pray that our church would hold steadfastly to the truth found in God’s word. Pray that every
member—whether they’re preaching from the front, contributing at a Bible study, or chatting over coffee—would
remain confident in the truths of God’s word.

Pray that God would form us into a community that always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres. Pray that
we’d trust one another enough to be real with one another; that our hopes would become one another’s hopes, as
you desire the best for each other; that your relationships would last for the long haul, as your love perseveres
through good and bad times. Pray that in this way, He is glorified through our love for one another. 

NOTE: taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray For Your Church by Rachel Jones. 
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02 FRUITFULNESS IN THE CHURCH

A CHURCH GROWING IN MATURITY



GIVE THANKS: Verse 4

WHOLE-CHURCH INVOLVEMENT: Verse 4

FAITHFUL BIBLE-TEACHING: Verse 5

TRUST IN GOD:  Verse 7

FRUIT FOR YEARS TO COME: Verse 7

“Give ear, O my people to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth!
2I will open my mouth in a parable;  I will utter dark sayings from of old, 3 things that we have heard
and known, that our fathers have told us.
4 We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generations the glorious deeds of the
Lord, and is might, and the wonders that he has done.
5 He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to
teach to their children, 6 that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise
and tell them to their children, 7 so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of
God, but keep his commandments;” (Psalm 78:1-7)

Praise God for “his power, and the wonders he has done”—especially his wonderful work of rescuing sinners
through the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Ask God that “we” all would be involved in sharing his praiseworthy deeds with all children. Pray that our church
would be a nurturing family where every child has lots of spiritual “aunts and uncles” committed to their growth.
Pray for opportunities to invest meaningfully in the lives of children at our church. 

Pray for those involved in teaching the Bible to children—for parents as well as leaders. Pray for some of these
individuals by name, that they would teach the Bible faithfully and clearly, and model what it looks like to obey
God’s commands.

No number of Sunday school lessons or Bible club sessions can make a child a Christian—this only happens by God’s
grace. Ask God that every child in our church would “put their trust in God”. Spend some time praying for specific
children you know by name right now.

Pray that what our children learn now would be laying the groundwork for a mature faith in adulthood. Pray that
one day these children will “in tern tell their children” (vs. 6) of the glorious grace and goodness of God through the
gospel. ray that keeping a long-term perspective would help guard parents and our church from discouragement
when fruit is slow to show itself. 

NOTE: taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray For Your Church by Rachel Jones. 
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CHILDREN IN THE CHURCH



LOVE THE LORD: Verse 5

OBEY THE WORD: Verse 5

KNOW YOUR WORD: Verse 6

TEACH YOUR WORD:  Verse 7

TALK ABOUT YOUR WORD: Verse 7

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all our might. 6 And
these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when
you lie down, and when you rise.” (Deuteronomy 6:5-7)

We can never teach our children what we don’t know ourselves. If we want them to love the Lord, we need a deep
affection for God ourselves. Pray that parents will love the Lord and hold fast to him all the days of their life.

Ask God that “we” all would be involved in sharing his praiseworthy deeds with all children. Pray that our church
would be a nurturing family where every child has lots of spiritual “aunts and uncles” committed to their growth.
Pray for opportunities to invest meaningfully in the lives of children at our church. 

Knowing that making the time to read, study and meditate on Scripture each day as parents will be a blessing to
their children. Pray that the hearts of our parents will be softened and aware of the areas that need to be changed by
God’s word with regard to their parenting. Pray that they would tremble and bow before God’s word. 

Pray that the time parents spend teaching their children about God will be full of wonder and delight. Whether it be
in reading colorful children’s books about God, singing songs that help them memorize Scripture, or as they pray
with them daily. Regardless of the ages of their children, pray that God would give parents wisdom, creativity,
diligence, and perseverance to teach their children today.

Pray that your parents would take time each day to thank God for their children—acknowledging that they are a
special blessing from the Lord! Pray for parents to have special moments during the day to teach spiritual truths to
their children. Ask God to give them opportunities as they ride in the car, share a meal, or play a game to connect
God’s word to their children. Pray that the Lord would give parents eyes to see and ears to hear the good news of the
gospel and not to grow weary in sharing this greatest news with their children. 

NOTE: taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray For Your Spouse by Michael and Melissa Kruger. 
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PARENTS IN THE CHURCH



LOVE: (vs. 12)
Pray that our young people would grow in their understanding of God’s love for them—and that this would result in a
growing love for him and the people around them. Pray that Catalyst (youth/parent ministry) would be a gracious
community where every person loves and is loved, regardless of whatever differences there might be between them. 

FAITH: (vs. 12)
Pray that God would bring many young people to saving faith in Christ. Thank Him for those he already has saved by the
grace of the gospel. Pray that this would be a faith that lasts: that our teenagers wouldn’t give up and drop off from the
church, but persevere in following Christ right into adulthood.

SPEECH, CONDUCT, AND PURITY: (vs. 12)
Pray that the faith of our young people profess on Sundays would work out in the way they act and speak every other day
of the week. Ask God to strengthen them to resist the temptations they face at home and school. Especially pray for
resolve to pursue sexual purity in a way that honors God and one another. 

DEVOTION TO SCRIPTURE: (vs. 13)
Pray that the Holy Spirit would be working in the hearts of teenagers as they study his word in their groups, hear it
preached as part of the wider church, and read it on their own. Pray that the young people of our church would be
“devoted” to reading Scripture—not out of habit, guilt, or parental compulsion, but because they love walking closely
with their heavenly Father.

“Don’t let anyone despise your youth, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love,
in faith, and in purity. 13 Until I come, give your attention to the public reading, exhortation, and
teaching.” (1 Timothy 4:12-13) 

NOTE: taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray For Your Church by Rachel Jones. 
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YOUNG ADULTS/TEENS:

Grace to Believe: (vs. 4)

"I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5
that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—6 even as the testimony
about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:4-9)

It is only by God’s grace that we are able to believe and trust in Christ (3 John 5). Pray for those marriages
who have a partner who is not a believer, ask that God would open their eyes to the truth of the gospel.
Pray for those marriages where each spouse is a believer, giving praise to God for giving them grace to
believe the gospel. Ask God to give them a heart of thankfulness for the mercy that they have received in
Christ. 

MARRIAGES: GIVE GRACE TO MY SPOUSE
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Grace to Speak Truth: (vs. 5)

Grace to Understand: (vs. 5)

Grace to Use Spiritual Gifts: (vs. 7)

Grace to Persevere: (vs. 8)

"I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5
that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—6 even as the testimony
about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:4-9)

The tongue is a powerful tool that can either build up or tear one another down. Pray that God would give
couples the grace to speak words of grace, truth, and peach to all those they encounter, whether it be
friends, neighbors, co-workers or members of their own family. 

Spiritual knowledge and understanding don’t come naturally to us, but are gifts of God’s grace. Pray that
God would grant each spouse spiritual understanding and theological discernment so they may live lives
worthy of Christ.

Thank God that he not only saves us by his grace but equips us by his grace to use our spiritual gifts to
serve him and to be a blessing to others. Pray that God would grant spiritual gifts in abundance to the
couples in our church, whether they be gifts of teaching, service, generosity, or acts of mercy.Ask God to
empower each spouse to use these gifts with faith to advance God’s visible kingdom on the earth. 

The Christian life is not an easy life. It’s a long race in which all of us can feel tired or even exhausted, and
at times feel ready to give up. The only way we make it to the finish line is by God’s grace (see Hebrews
12:1-2). Pray that God would grant endurance and perseverance to all our married couples so they may
run the Christian race with joy and faithfulness and not give in to despair and discouragement.Pray that
the marriages in our church would serve as a picture of God’s keeping power and grace. 

NOTE: taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray For Your Spouse by Michael and Melissa Kruger. 

MARRIAGES: GIVE GRACE TO MY SPOUSE
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Remember Our Real Home: (vs. 11)

Fight Sin: (vs. 11)

Do Good: (vs. 12)

Expect Accusation/Difficulty: (vs. 12)

Glorify God: (vs. 12)

“Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain frm the passions of the flesh, which wage ware
against your soul. 12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.” (1 Peter 2:11-12)

Thank God that he is preparing an eternal home for us—a place of perfect security, love, comfort, and
joy. We will at times, feel like a “foreigner” and an “exile” on our street because we are citizens of heaven.
Ask God to help us keep our eyes fixed on our future so that we can live with joy and confidence, knowing
where we are heading.

As Christians we are not at war with the world around us—we’re at war with the remaining sin within us.
Ask God to reveal ways in which our “sinful desires” are actually harming our neighbors (examples could
include gossip, coveting, lazy indifference, proud and argumentative, etc.). Ask God to forgive us and
ask the Holy Spirit to empower you to fight sin for God’s glory and the good of your neighbors.

Ask God to provide us with creative and practical ways that we can proactively do good to our neighbors
this year. Ask for God’s help to show genuine interest, radical hospitality, and real love to those who are
living around us. 

Whenever we live and speak wholeheartedly for Jesus, we can expect to meet some opposition—no
matter how “nice” we may be. Ask God to give us and attitude which expects and embraces this, so that
we won’t shy away from broaching awkward conversations with our neighbors or from giving them
invitations to come with us to church. 

On the day that Jesus returns, every single person on your street will bow their knee to him. Pray that our
neighbors would do this now, willingly—so that on that day, they will meet Jesus as their Savior as well as
their Judge. Take time to pray for your neighbors by name. 

NOTE: taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray For Your World by Rachel Jones. 

03 FRUITFULNESS IN THE WORLD

HOMES ON YOUR STREET:
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Intentional Care: (vs. 27)

Frequent Care: (vs. 30)

Compassionate Care: (vs. 31-32)

Sacrificial Care: (vs. 34)

Corporate Care: (vs. 35)

See Luke 10:25-37 (The Parable of the Good Samaritan).

God’s love for us never ends. Through Jesus, he provides for our greatest need and equips us to care for
others too. Pray that all those who care for others—family members, friends, doctors, nurses, social
workers and therapists—would grow in their love of God and their love for others, in response to God’s
great love for them.

We live in a sinful world and we see this in our communities.Sickness, pain and injury can come at any
time to any of us. Pray that those who are struggling in body or mind wouldn’t feel guilty or hopeless in
their weakness, but would turn to the Lord and his church in their need.

We live busy lives—compassion fatigue can plague all those who care for others with regularity. Pray that
we all would remain soft-hearted and willing to be involved in the complexities of people’s lives with the
strength that he provides to bear others burdens as he bears ours.

Ask God for grace to be those who are willing to tend to the wounds of others as the Samaritan did. May
we be willing to sacrificially care for others regardless of their response to our care (whether it be
gratitude or ingratitude). Ask God for strength to sustain us as we care and tend to others needs. 

Caring isn’t designed to be a solitary activity.  Pray that the Lord would provide carers with good
networks of friends wh are able to support one another. Pray that our church would be quick to care for
the needs of others in ways that glorify God. 

NOTE: taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray For Your City by Pete Nicholas and Helen Thorne. 

03 FRUITFULNESS IN THE WORLD

CARE:
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Go: (vs. 2)

Proclaim:(vs. 2)

Obey:(vs. 3)

Believe:(vs. 5)

Turn:(vs. 10)

See Jonah 3:1-10 

God sends us into communities with a message of hope. Ask God to empower us with boldness and
creativity to “go” out to the lost, instead of waiting for them to come to us. Pray that we would be willing
to go to anyone and everyone, not second-guessing who the Lord may be calling.

Right now, through our communities, the gospel is being proclaimed in many and various ways: through
one-to-one Bible reading, preaching, gospel tracts, evangelistic courses (like Christianity Explored),
videos, social media, blogs…Pray that whatever the medium, the message would be faithful. Pray for
specific friends, colleagues, or neighbors that God has laid on your heart, and ask for an opportunity to
tell them about Christ this month.

Secularization puts pressure on Christians to keep our faith private sometimes—pray that the church
would obey God, rather than culture, in this area and continue to witness to the lost wherever we may be. 

Cry out to God for the Spirit to cause a wide-scale movement of repentance and faith across your town.
Pray that God would use work on your town to be a setting of dramatic spiritual revival. Give thanks for
the way that God has worked in the past, and pray persistently for him to do so again in the future.

Praise God that he is slow to anger and quick to forgive. Give thanks to God for your own salvation story
and ask that you would be joyful for it again. Pray that a right fear of judgment would come across our
communities and lead people to turn to Christ for forgiveness.” 

NOTE: taken and adapted from 5 Things to Pray For Your City by Pete Nicholas and Helen Thorne. 

03 FRUITFULNESS IN THE WORLD

SALVATION OF SOUTH JERSEY



“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5 – ESV)

Prayer & Fast 2023
SOVEREIGN GRACE CHURCH

ABIDE: Apart from Me you can do nothing


