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Out Free! 

Today our story is all about something that happened to Peter, one of Jesus’ 
disciples.  

There was a man named Herod who was king of Israel. Herod was a bad king who 
was very cruel to Christians. He would throw them in jail if he found them telling 
anyone about Jesus. It was during the Passover celebration that Herod had Peter 
arrested and put in jail. Peter had been telling others about Jesus, and that made 
Herod very angry. 

	How do you think Peter felt being put in jail for telling people about Jesus? 		Have 
you ever had anyone get mad at you because you did something you knew was 
right?  

When Peter was in jail, Herod made sure Peter couldn’t escape by having him 
guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. That’s 16 guards for one man!  The 
church, hearing about Peter’s arrest, began praying very hard for Peter. They 
believed and trusted God to answer their prayers for Peter, even though the 
situation seemed hopeless.  

Peter was being kept in prison until his trial and possible death, which Herod 
wanted to have after the Passover celebration. While Peter was in prison, the 
church kept praying very hard for him.  

The night before his trial, Peter was sleeping between two guards. While Peter 
was sleeping, an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell in which 
Peter was sleeping. The angel struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, 
get up!” the angel said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. Then the angel told 
Peter to put on his clothes and sandals. 

The angel told Peter to wrap himself in his cloak. Then the angel told Peter to 
follow. So Peter followed.  The angel led Peter past the first prison guards. Then 
the angel led Peter past the second prison guards.  Then the angel and Peter 
came to the iron gate leading to the city. The iron gate opened for them by itself.  
Peter and the angel walked to the end of one street, and then suddenly the angel 
was gone! Peter realized that the Lord had sent the angel to help him!  

Peter then went to the house where all the people were praying for him. He 
knocked on the outer door. Peter knocked and knocked on the door. He even 
called out to the people inside. Then a funny thing happened. A servant girl 
named Rhoda came to answer the door, and she got so excited when she heard 
Peter’s voice that she ran inside to tell everyone he was out of prison. But she 
forgot to open the door for Peter! Finally, someone came to the door and let Peter 
in. He told all the people how God had sent an angel to let him out of jail.  


