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“We’ve got a case!” my friend 
Dylan yelled. He ran in and 
plopped the church newsletter 
on my desk.

“This better be a real mystery 
and not something you just 
dreamed up,” I warned. “I’m 
not digging for treasure in Mrs. 
Curtright’s garden again.”

Dylan glared at me and 
pointed to the newsletter. The 
headline said it all: “Nativity 
Nabber Steals Baby Jesus! 
Manger Empty!”

“The baby Jesus doll was 
taken last night from the church 
nativity scene. No witnesses and 
no clues,” Dylan explained. 
“The whole nativity scene is 
needed for the children’s 
program tonight.”

I jumped up. “What 
are we waiting for? The 
Dylan and Anthony 
Detective Agency is on 
the case.” I went to the 
closet to grab my coat. 
It wasn’t there. Neither 
were my boots.

“Hey, what’s going 
on around here?” I 

demanded.
Dylan shrugged his shoulders. 

“I guess we have two mysteries 
to solve.”

“Make that three,” said Mom 
as she walked into my room, 
“unless one of you ate a whole 
turkey!”

“The turkey is missing?” I cried.
“So are my toolbox and 

best saw!” Dad exclaimed as 
he marched through the door. 
“Anthony, have you been using 
my tools without permission?”
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“Don’t look at me, Dad,” I 
said. “My coat and boots have 
been taken too. Everybody in 
this room is missing something, 
except . . . ” 

Wait! There was one other 
person who had not complained 
of missing things. I stomped over 
to my little sister’s room.

“OK, Allison,” I said in my 
toughest detective voice. “Cough 
up the goods. I know you have our 
missing items.

Allison stared at me with large 
sad eyes. “I was just trying to help.”

“Help?” Mom asked quietly 
from the hall. “Who were you 
trying to help?”

“My friend Maria and her 
family. They just moved here. 
They don’t have very much at 
their house.”

“So you thought you’d give her 
some of our things?” Dad asked.

“Only if we had extra,” Allison 
explained. “You have lots of 
tools, Daddy. Maria’s family 
doesn’t have any. And Anthony 
has an extra coat.”

“And the turkey?” Mom 
questioned.

“Oh, Mom, you make so 
much good food, I didn’t 

think we’d miss it.”
“But why did 

you take the baby Jesus from the 
nativity scene?” I asked.

“Because I needed one more 
doll. Maria has three little sisters. 
I only had two baby dolls. I 
thought everybody at church 
would want to share baby Jesus.”

Mom hugged Allison. “You 
meant well, Allison. But next time 
you want to help someone, tell 
us. Then we can all have the joy 
of giving.”                

BIBLE MEMORY    Isaiah 12:2

How can you thank 
God for sending 
Jesus?

How can you 
help someone
in need?

?
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TIMETOON

I predict that  
Mom is coming 
and she’s  
going to  
be angry!

I’d like to know  
what’s going to happen  

before it does. 

It’s cool how prophets told about Jesus’ birth centuries before it happened.
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us, child, born, son, given, his, he, God, Prince, Peace, Bethlehem, child, 
loved, out, Egypt, son

Isaiah 9:6 says that “to ________ a _______________ is _____________,  
                                      su               l ichd                  ronb 

to us a __________ is _______________, and the government will              
               nso                engiv

be on __________  shoulders. And ________  will be called  
              ihs                                 eh

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty __________, Everlasting Father, 
                                               oGd                                         

_________________ of _______________.”
       Prcine                    eaPce

Many years before it happened, God told His people where His 
Son, Jesus, would be born. Micah 5:2 says that a little town called 
_____________________ would be the place.
       hemBlethe

Herod, the evil king, tried to kill the baby Jesus. But God hid Him 
in another country until Herod died. Hosea 11:1 tells what happened 
next: “When Israel was a _______________, I _______________ him,
                                           ldich                     edvol

 and __________ of _______________ I called my __________.”            
           tuo                 yptEg                             osn

Unscramble the mixed-up words 
in the sentences below.

A Ruler 
is Coming!
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