
The Greatest Commandments- March 26,2023 
 
 

1. I Love This, You Love That 
Say: Think of someone or something you love.  When it’s your turn, you will say what those 
before you said.  Then say your name and add the what or who your love.  (This game works 
best if there are more than two people.  If it is only you and your child, consider having you and 
your child creating posters-one “People We Love”, and the other “Things We Love”.) 
 
 

2. Bible: Matthew 22:34-40 
This day in Jesus’ life, which came very near the time of His crucifixion, is often called the Great 
Day of Questions.  First, the Pharisees and the Herodians tried to trap Jesus with their most 
controversial issue: loyalty to the Roman government.  Then the Sadducees gave Him what they 
considered an unanswerable question, based on their belief that there is no life after death.  
Finally, the Pharisees came back to their own favorite topic: law.  Jesus’ ability to answer all 
questions and out-think all opponents made sure that He wasn’t asked any more such 
questions after this. 
 
Notice that the Pharisee who questioned Jesus was an expert in the law himself.  From the 
description of this incident as recorded in Mark 12, we get the idea that, unlike some of the 
other questions, this one was motivated by a real desire for an answer.  The question literally 
asks, “What kind of commandment is greatest?”  The Pharisees debated whether the negative 
(what not to do) or the positive (what to do) commandments were more important.  Therefore, 
the question tested two things: Jesus’ knowledge of the law and His conformity to the thinking 
of the Pharisees.  In His answer, Jesus tried to get the Pharisees’ focus away from observable 
actions and onto the training of their hearts and minds and wills. 
 
Jesus’ answer (quoting Deuteronomy 6:5) indicates not only the importance of this particular 
command but also the reason for obeying all God’s commands: complete, wholehearted love 
for Him.  Jesus also quoted Leviticus 19:18 to make clear the importance of loving other people.  
If we have God’s love in our hearts, following His way will come naturally. 
 
Before reading this Scripture passage, see how many of the 10 Commandments your child can 
remember (not in order). 
 
Help your child find Matthew 22:34-40 and together read.   
 
Ask:  What was the man who was asking the question an expert in? 
          Where did Jesus get His answer about the greatest commandment?  (Many Bibles have 
references either in the margins or at the bottom.  This applies to where else a story occurs or 
where else those words are used.) 
 
Help your child find Deuteronomy 6:5 and have him or her read it, then read it in Matthew 
22:37. 
 
Help your child find Leviticus 19:18 and have him or her read it, then read it in Matthew 22: 39. 
 



Say: Jesus wants us to love God and others, because when we do, we’ll live in peace with God 
and without those around us.  Jesus wants us to love God and others, because when we do, 
we’ll live the best kind of life possible-the life lived for God. 
 
 

3. Remembering the Story 
Have your child complete the front of the leaflet, “The Greatest Commandments”. 
 
 

4. Loving God and Others 
Give your child a feather or a inflated balloon.  Say: Just by blowing with your mouth, keep your 
feather or balloon in the air for one minute.  You can’t touch your feather or balloon in any 
way.  Ready?  Go!   
 
After a minute, say: It seems like that would have been easy to do, but it wasn’t.  It can seem 
easy to love God and others, but sometimes it isn’t.  Let’s take a look at ways you can show love 
to God and others throughout your day. 
 
Open up the leaflet to “Loving God and Others” and together read each situation and discuss 
ways to show love in each situation.  If your child likes skits, act out each situation with your 
child. 
 
Say: Even when it’s not easy, Jesus wants us to love God and others.  When we do, we’ll be 
keeping the greatest commandments. 
 
 

5. Prayer 
Dear God, I love you with all my heart.  (pause)  I love you with all my soul.  (pause)  I love you 
with all my mind.  (pause)  Help me to love my neighbors.  (pause)  In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 


