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This year, during Vacation Bible School Missions, we are partnering with the Kids
Clean Water Project through Filter of Hope. Throughout the week, kids will learn
about the global water crisis, how it impacts children just like them, and how God
can use them to help provide clean water while sharing the hope of the gospel.

If you would like the opportunity to partner with us, you can bring your offering
during Vacation Bible School, June 8-12, 2026, from 6:00-8:00 PM, or write a
check with “VBS Mission” in the memo line and leave it in the offering box on
Sunday morning. We have VBS for all ages! 4 years through Kindergarten will
attend in the Kids Wing, 1st—6th grades will meet in the Worship Center and
around the church, 7th—12th grades will attend Summer Fun Nights in the Youth
¥ CHURCH Room, and adults will have a class to deepen their faith through discussion,
SN o B scripture, and real-life application. Register Today!
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KEN GENNICKS, SENIOR MINISTER
KEN@ATHENSCHRISTIAN NET

Summer for The Savior!
Bring someone to Worship, Connect and Serve the Lord together with us all Summer:
« Church Camps at Lake Springfield & Little Galilee: June, July & August

« Jaelyn Lasley’s Children’s Ministry Intern Reception/Love Offering: Sunday, June 7, 11:30 AM %W‘s
« Vacation Bible School for children, teens, & adults: Monday-Friday, June 8-12, 6:00-8:00 PM Fathers Dﬂ#
« VBS Closing Program & Lunch: Sunday, June 14, 10:30 AM - 1:00 PM Preachers

« Father’s Day celebrations of faith & family: Sunday, June 21, 8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 AM
- Red, White & Blue Sunday celebrating 250 years of God & country: July 5, All three services

» Christ In Youth Conference for 112 of our youth & sponsors: July 6-10, Nebraska

« Men's Conference/l Corinthians 16:13 at ACC: Friday PM-Saturday, July 17-18

« FUSE Summer Camps at ACC: Monday-Friday, July 27-31, August 3-7, & 10-14

« Young Adult Sunday & ACC Summer Connection: August 2, 11:30 AM-1:30 PM

« Tsoetsy Harris concludes her Summer Ministry Internship: Friday, August 14

» Wednesday Night Connection: September 2-November 11, 5:40-7:30 PM

» Mission Sunday: September 20, Rusty Hedger from OCC preaching (9:15 AM Mission Fair-No Sunday School)
- Ministers Appreciation Day: Sunday, October 4, Casey McCormick preaching
« Joe Effinger & Evansville team: Sunday, November 1, All three services

Wednesday Night Connection: September 2 - November 11
Plan to bring everyone on Wednesdays for supper, then groups for all ages, including:
« Young Adults: The Ten Commandments (Kennedy Hale/Olivia Baker)
» GriefShare: (Shelly Curry/Carla Knox)
» Ladies Study: Women of the Word (Debbie Penrod/J.J. Breazeale)
« | Corinthians 16:13-14 Men'’s Study: (Darin Fritz & Brad Lasswell/Men’s Group)
« Marriage: (Matt/Tsoetsy Harris & Keith/Rachel Gennicks)
o | &Il Peter: (Anthony Bolton & Doug Wendler)
« Foundations: (Jarrod Rempel & Shane Baker)

EXCEL in this Grace of Giving: 2026-2028
We're thankful for everyone who is faithfully giving despite today’'s challenges. You can give either to our general
operating expenses or toward paying off our mortgage. Many made a faith promise for the years 2026-2027-2028.
Such a commitment goes like this, “If the Lord provides, | will give $ .” This is called a “faith promise” or a
“faith commitment.” This commitment is by faith, with no obligation if your life situation changes. Our current faith
promise effort is called “EXCEL,” from 2 Corinthians 8:7, “But just as you EXCEL in everything: in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness, and in your love for us, see that you also EXCEL in this grace of giving!” Please
pray daily for such grace from God so each of us will EXCEL in giving. The hope of the world is a healthy, local church!

A Call to Pray!
Our elders and ministers host prayer gatherings on the second Sunday of each month at 5:30 p.m. (Ephesians 6:18),
led by volunteers:

« Sunday, June 14, 5:30 PM: Lorna Baker (praise & prayer for VBS)

« Sunday, July 12, 5:30/6:00 PM.: CIY prayer partners/reporting service/ice cream

If you pray or need prayer, join us! We are a praying church. So with Bible in hand and a friend at your side,
let’s faithfully Worship, Connect and Serve every week!
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In May, | updated our elders on a few of the ministries | oversee, and now | want to share with you some
great things our church is doing!

Seniors Ministry Highlights (September 2025 - April 2026)
« Mission & Vision in Action: Our Seniors Ministry fosters a multigenerational church body, supporting
spiritual growth for older adults. This group excels at creating a caring, welcoming environment.
 Participation: Young @ Heart had 45-70 attendees monthly. Senior trips ranged from 7 to 20+ attendees.
* Leadership: Volunteers exceeded 20, contributing in roles such as presenters, devotion leaders, kitchen
helpers, and event planners. Linda Ethell, Laura Menghini, and Carol Basso emerged as key leaders.

ACC Outdoors - Archery Ministry (April 2025 - March 2026)

+ Mission Impact: Engaging children to seniors (averaged 70 per week), archery events reached over
104+ unique participants. Weekly devotions and consistent volunteers demonstrate intentional
engagement.

+ Leadership Growth: The team includes over 15 dedicated volunteers.

+ Spiritual Connection: Relationships are forming through regular contact, with some archery families
beginning to attend church services.

ACC Outdoors - 9th Annual Sportsman’s Dinner (March 2026)
« Mission Fulfillment: We had 321 in attendance; more than 60% were guests. The Gospel was clearly
presented.
» Leadership Growth: We had over 40 volunteers serve to make this night a success!
« Spiritual Response: 3 baptisms that evening, 3 in the following Sundays!

Let’s continue to celebrate these ministry wins!

« To ACC, Our family is very grateful for every phone call, the many prayers, cards, and visits to the nursing
homes to see Roberta. A big thank you to Ken and Shane for officiating the funeral and graveside service.
They always do a wonderful job! We also thank all those who prepared food, served, and volunteered for
the funeral dinner. It was great! I'm sure Roberta would have been very pleased. The Clark Family

« To all my friends & the After School group at ACC, All your cards and well wishes are so greatly
appreciated and made my 95" birthday very special. Thank you all. | miss being with all of you on Sunday
mornings. God bless you all. Miss being there all the time. Sincerely, Alice Pickett

« Athens Christian Church, Thank you for your cereal donation during our Summer Food Drive! Your
investment in our ministry is an important part of us reaching thousands of campers for the Kingdom! We
are grateful for you! The Staff of Little Galilee Christian Camp (LGCC)

« Your kind expression of sympathy is deeply appreciated and gratefully acknowledged. The Family of
Marlene Wegner

« Thank you to all the volunteers who prepared food and helped with the luncheon after our father’s funeral.
Your love, kindness, and support during this difficult time was such a blessing to our family. Your time,
effort, and generosity did not go unnoticed, and we are truly grateful. The Family of Allen Betz



A WHOLE HEARTED WORSHIP
. ASHLEY CANTRALL, WORSHP/TECHNOLOGY M|N|STER

ASHLEY@ATHENSCHRISTIAN.NET

Growth is an important part of both our faith and our worship. In Colossians 3:16, we are encouraged to
“teach and admonish one another through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit,” and I've been thankful
for the ways I've seen that taking place within our worship ministry recently. This year, we've added the
Worship Choir, which has been such a meaningful opportunity for people to step out, learn new things, and
use their gifts to serve the Lord in a new way. It has been encouraging to watch people grow in both
confidence and community as we worship together. We’ve also continued our worship workshops, where
our team has been learning practical musical skills, leadership, and new ways to approach worship with
excellence and intentionality. Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens
another,” and that spirit of growth and encouragement has been evident throughout these experiences.

Personally, | also auditioned for the Springfield Muni production of The Prince of Egypt, with the hope of
continuing to grow as a vocalist and have a better understanding of the musical theater process. I'm grateful
to say the experience has already challenged and stretched me in many positive ways.

Growth often requires us to step outside of our comfort zones, but God uses those opportunities to continue
shaping us for His purposes. I'm thankful to be part of a church that values learning, serving, and growing
together. If you enjoy musical theater, The Prince of Egypt runs July 10-12 & 15-18 at the Springfield Muni.
I'd love for you to come see the show and support the arts in our community!
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. % ) Senior Trips and Young at Heart will resume in September! Save the
enor S date on the second Tuesday of each month to attend the Young at
Heart presentations. Watch for the Senior flyer published in late August
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please call the church office. We also want to extend a heartfelt thank-
_ﬁ .-..| you to all the volunteers who presented, cooked, provided desserts,
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ﬁ ~ —  rides, or helped in any way. Your generosity and servant hearts made
: & this past season of Senior Ministry a wonderful success!
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Junior High led by me at LSCA Camp

It's not too late to sign up for camp for the summer! | am one of the deans for a week of JH camp at LSCA on
July 19-24! This week of camp is for those going into 7" and 8" grade in the fall. Never been to camp before?
No worries! This is a great stepping stone if your student would be interested in attending future High School
trips like CIY MOVE! It is my goal to get as many students from ACC to this camp as possible! Sign up today,
and don’t forget to use one of these codes for a discount on your registration:

Lake Springfield Christian Assembly: ATH100D-2026 OR Little Galilee Christian Camp: 26ATHCC100

High School Summer Study

Hey current 8th-12th graders! Have you ever opened your Bible and felt like you had no idea where to even
begin!? | think we all have... Starting June 3rd, we are going to be spending 5 weeks reading "How to Read
the Bible" by David Platt. We will meet on Wednesdays from 7-8pm on these 4 dates: June 3, June 17, June
24, July 1 (no class during the week of VBS). We will assign chapters to read each week and will talk through
the chapters on these dates. Sign up online or in person. Have any questions? Contact me at
evan@athenschristian.net.

Summer Fun Nights

| want to invite every Junior High and High Schooler to come out for our Summer Fun Nights at ACC! We will
have worship, games, lesson, snacks and more! Even if you can only make it a single night of the week, you
should make it a priority to make it out to Summer Fun Nights, June 8-12 from 6:00 -8:00 PM! Make sure to
sign up your Junior High or High Schooler today. Sign up by scanning the QR code on the front page, or go to
athenschristian.net/VBS-registrations.

‘*fv-..,.

Read
the e

" JOIN THE WAITLIST WE

June 3,17,24, & July 1

|| ’ ] ]
B I b I e 7:00-8:00 PM, Youth Room

Scan the QR Code orSign
up in the lobby, youth room
David Platt by Wednesday May 27.

. EXPECT TO HAVE MORE
% SEATS AVAILABLE! |
>>>>>>>>>>&RZ>>»

CHRIST IN YOUTH OUR GOAL: TraillLife Troop IL-0109 at

ENT $12, 37['] Athens Christian Church This Fall
99 STUDENTS X $130 'I‘rall l.l" S

HELP US COVER THE COST OF = § ) oys ﬂl@
: EELAO%IEB ?RHEES = w i

. s
PROGRESS <
TO OUR su )
GOAL D—
—— Y ————————————————————————————————

100%

0%
99 312 870 THANK YOU
FOR GIVING,
STUDENTS RAISED LEFT TO RAISE PRAYING &
PARTICIPATING SUPPORTING!

'3 Tr ..

Alfenture » Characteryleadership

CHRIST IN YOUTH WTEUNMISEI | GIVE « PRAY + ENCOURAGE —




* KID'S CLUB & FAMLY MATTERS

| ORNA BAKER, CHLDRENS MNSTER o
LORNA@ATHENSCHRISTIAN.NET ;

Vacation Bible School - June 8-12
We are getting ready to fill the cake with kids, students, and adults for Vacation Bible School, June 8-12 from
6:00-8:00 PM! VBS is one of our favorite weeks of the year, and we are so excited to share The Surprising

Grace of Jesus with our kids and community! ’

Register early and skip the line on Night One!
o Help us be prepared and ready to welcome everyone by signing up ahead of time.

VBS Closing Program, Sunday, June 14 | 10:30 AM
Join us for a special VBS Closing Program where kids and students will share:
« Songs they've learned
« Bible verses : §
« Highlights and photos from the week -
Invite the whole family—parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles—everyone is welcome! Evan Noggle will shar
a short devotional, and our skit friends will return with a Bible memory verse and a mission update.

VBS Surprise Party Lunch, Sunday, June 14 | 11:30 AM-1:00 PM
Stay after the service and celebrate with us! Bring the whole family for a fun afternoon of food, fellowship, and
surprises.
« FREE Lunch Includes: Uncrustables or lunchmeat sandwich, chips, cheese sticks, Rice Krispie treat
« Activities Include: Foam pit (bring clothes that can get wet and a towel!), Playground fun, Gaga Ball,
9-Square in the Air, Basketball, Chalk, Bubbles, hula-hoops

We’'ll be gathering outside behind the church, so come ready for a great time together!
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} MORGAN WELLS, DIRECTOR
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Thanking God for a Great Year at FUSE - Registration Now Open for 2026-2027!

As the 2025-2026 school year wraps up, we are incredibly thankful for the many ways God has provided for
FUSE through your prayers, encouragement, and support. This year has been filled with growth, laughter,
learning, and meaningful moments as students were cared for, discipled, and reminded daily of God'’s love.
We continue to be grateful for our amazing staff, faithful families, and the students who make FUSE such a
special ministry.

We are also thankful for Tsoetsy Harris and the ministry work she is doing this summer through a guided
ministry learning experience connected to her graduate studies at Ozark Christian College. Alongside her
current ministry roles at ACC, Tsoetsy will serve in this experience from May 11-August 14, gaining hands-on
ministry and leadership opportunities. We are excited to see how God continues to grow her leadership,
ministry skills, and calling throughout the summer.

Registration is now open for the 2026—-2027 FUSE After School Program! We would love to welcome new
families looking for a Christ-centered, engaging, and caring after school environment for Kindergarten—6th
grade students. Enrollment is first-come, first-served and registration is required. If you or someone you know
would benefit from FUSE, please contact Morgan at morgan@athenschristian.net or 217-636-8463 for more
information. -
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| want to say thank you to everyone who has been a part of this journey. Whether it was praying for me,
encouraging me, or even just having small conversations here and there, it has all meant so much to me. |
have learned so much over these last few months, and | couldn’t be more grateful for this opportunity and for
this wonderful community. Through this experience, | have found a new confidence in the calling God has
placed on my life, and it wouldn’'t have been possible without everyone who has helped me along the way. I've
learned that the people who push me to be uncomfortable are often the ones helping me grow. So, | especially
want to thank all of the ministers and Morgan for the ways they have challenged and encouraged me, even
when | didn’t think | was capable. Thank you all for supporting me, believing in me when | wasn't always sure
of myself, and walking alongside me through this season. | am so grateful for the doors God continues to
open, and I'm excited to see where He leads next.

-

. 700 ,,  Tarewell Reveption for
Welcome Baby Girl // Jaelyn &;sl;
'Congratulations to Brooke Kelzer on the ~ & 7 g 7 y
“"“'_’A birth of her daughter, Oaklee Sage. She was /. T SUNDAY, JUNE 7
f 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

A born on April 23, weighing 6 Ibs. 15 oz. and
20 inches long. Oaklee was welcomed home | \' & =& .
by big brother Cooper. Happy grandparents | R\ = NE

are Dan & Janine Harden. God bless you y
one and all!

FAMILY LIFE CENTER

- We will have desserts avd a special prayer fime
- over Jaelyn There will be a box fo collect cards. a
) “‘ﬁ% photo 1o sign in the library, and we will also take up
\ v alove oggering toward Dible Oollege expenses ai

o

il
Ozark Christian College.



If you would like more information or are still considering this opportunity, we invite you to sign

up in the lobby or talk with Morgan Wells, Shane Baker, or Lorna Baker. Interest forms will be accepted
through June 10. Our team will then be finalized as we begin preparing for the trip. If you missed the first
meeting but are interested in going, please complete an interest form, and we will send you the meeting
video so you can stay informed.

Who'’s Interested So Far:

Anthony Hale, Kennedy Hale, Braydon McNeal, Tsoetsy Harris, Matt Harris, Darin Fritz, Shelly Curry, Deb
Weil, Sally Vespa, Falyn Seman, Brad Lasswell, Alice Lasswell, Lyndsey Bosie, Cassie Graun, Shane
Baker, Lorna Baker, Morgan Wells, Terry Knoles, & Sandy Knoles

What Will We Do in Kenya?

We will be partnering with Mission of Hope International and serving in a variety of ways, including:
Leading sports camps with kids

Painting and building projects

Assisting with medical outreach

Visiting and encouraging MOHI-sponsored children

We are praying for God to build the right team for this trip and are excited to see how He will use
ACC to love, serve, and care in Kenya. If God is stirring your heart, we would love for you to take
the next step!

ﬂew Please welcome our new members
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BE WATCHFUL, STAND FIRM IN THE FAITH, ACT LIKE MEN, BE STRONG. 1 COR. 16:13

LIVESTREAM HOSTED BY
ATHENS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Michael Givan
o Baptized: April 26

Reai o 23164 Frankie Lane
egister Athens, IL 62613
Today! « Judy Oglesby
o Placed Membership: April 26
AGENDA o 2832 White Plains CT
SATURDAY, JULY 18 e
FRIDAY, JULY 17 7-00AM DOORS OPEN, REFRESHMENTS Springfield, IL 62704
5:00PM:- DOORS OPEN B00-1145AM CONFERENCE 6 MUSIC LIVESTREAM IN .
6:00-0-00PM CONFERENCE & MUSIC  WORSHIP CENTER o Erika (Mother) & Ava (Daughter)
LIVESTREAM IN WORSHIP CENTER  1}.45-115PM LUNCH BREAK. FLC (MEAL-PULLED PORK, Blakeley
MEAL- SANDWHICH, CHIPS, APPLE,  BEANS, CHIPS, ETC. WATER/SODA) e
CODHIES, WATER H5-G-00PM CONFERENCE LIVESTREAM RESUMES o Both Baptized: May 3
5:00-6:00PM RECAP AND PRAYER o 13980 Harris RD

1613MensConference.com Athens, IL 62613
James Stewart

o Baptized: May 3

o 202 W Jackson PO Box 234
BRAD GEARY JEFF TIEGS KRIS PARONTO Athens, |L 62613

JOHN LOVELL BRIAN DAWKINS ANTHONY MUNOZ

PASTOR JOBY MARTIN NICK FREITAS MATT EVERSMANN
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this summer! Church camp offers a unique experience ! Dq y Ca (11) p
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investment in their future! Check out the many camp open for kids ages 2-5 years old
options on the next couple of pages at Lake Springfield | _ammel Monday, July 13

Christian Assembly and Little Galilee Christian Camp. 1:00-4:00 PM

$25/camper

Register at LSCA "

https://Iscacamp.org/
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AlL incoming Junior High
Students are invited to
“attend camp with Youth i)
Minister, Evan Noggle.  rms//cocampor/ |

Register at LSCA

AT LITTLE GALILEE CHRISTIAN CAMP
FRIDAY, JULY 24-SATURDAY, JULY 25

S ﬂmmm’ L@M}@ﬁé Credit LGCC IN CLINTON, IL
$100 Church Camp Credit to those who attend $55 PER CAMPER
Athens Christian Church! Go with Children’s Minister, Lorna Baker!
Lake Springfield Christian: Little Galilee Christian: Register at www littlegalilee.org [=]x
Enter Code: ATHI00D-2026 Enter Code: 26ATHCCI100 i
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Men'’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 8:00 AM

Chair Aerobics: Mondays, Wednesdays,
Fridays: 9:00-10:00 AM

VBS Warknight: Tuesday, June 2, 6:00-8:00 PM
High School Summer Bible Study: Wednesday,
June 3, 7:00-8:00 PM, Youth Room

VBS Warknight/Set the Stage: Thursday,

June 4, 5:30-7:30 PM

Farewell Reception for Spring Children’s
Ministry Intern, Jaelyn Lasley: Sunday, June 7,
11:30 AM-12:30 PM

Vacation Bible School, For All Ages! June 8-12,
6:00-8:00 PM
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Men's Bible Study: Tuesdays, 8:00 AM

Chair Aerobics: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays: 9:00-10:00 AM
High School Summer Bible Study: Wednesday, July 1,
7:00-8:00 PM, Youth Room

Red, White, & Blue Sunday: July 5, All three services

CIY Prayer Night: July 5, 4:00-5:00 PM, Worship Center

Christ In Youth: July 6-10, Lincoln, NE

Washington Street Mission Breakfast Served by ACC: Saturday,
July 11, 7:30-10:30 AM

Monthly Community Prayer Gathering: Sunday, July 12,

Youth Room, 5:30-6:00 PM

ClY Report Night & Ice-Cream Sacial: July 12, 6:00-8:00 PM,
Waorship Center & Family Life Center

« Summer Fun Nights (7th-12" Grades): » LSCA Hello Camp 2 with Lorna Baker (2-5 year olds & Parent):
June 8-12, 6:00-8:00 PM Monday, July 13, Lake Springfield Christian Assembly
 Adult Bible Study “Firm Foundations”: » “Move Beyond” High School Nights: Wednesday, July 15,

June 8-12, 6:00-8:00 PM 6:30-8:00 PM, Youth Room
« VBS Closing & Surprise Family Party: Sunday, « 1613 Men’s Conference Livestream at ACC: Friday, July 17-
June 14, 10:30 AM -1:00 PM Saturday, July 18, Worship Center

. Month|y Community Prayer Gathering: Sunday! « Junior ngh Camp at LSCA with Evan Noggle: JUly 19-24
June 14, Worship Center, 5:30-6:00 PM » Waorship Workshop: Wednesday, July 22, 6:30-8:30 PM

« High School Summer Bible Study: Wednesday, + 3rd-4" Grade Overnight Camp at LGCC with Lorna Baker:
June 17 & 24, 7:00-8:00 PM, Youth Room July 24-25

« Worship Workshop: Wednesday, June 24, « FUSE Summer Day Camp: July 27-31 (registration required)
6:30-8:30 PM

: "athenschristianil”
www.facebook.com/
A athenschristianil

Athens Christian Church
PO Box 260
Athens, IL 62613
Return Service Requested
Senior Minister, Ken Gennicks 217-415-5724

www.athenschristian.net
217-636-8463
(Monday-Thursday 8:30-4:30)

Please check the church website, App,
Facebook, or call the church office for
the most up-to-date information.
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