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Whats Happening Grace:

WEEKLY GRACE CHURCH SCHEDULE

Fag, A4

Monday Tuesday Wed“eSdaY Thursday Friday
6:30PM 9:30 AM ° 12 00 PM 10:00 AM 10:00 AM
Defenders Greater Grece Disciple Bible
Bible Study Bible Study Almen y Grace LIFE Group Study I
AN i oy
10:00 AM 4:00 PM _ St 00PM .
Mosaic Prayer Knit Purl Pray ¢
Hands on Prayer Squares Chosen

y/

11:00 AM

J ACTS 2 Believers =
~  Bible Stud

Disciple Bible
Study [

Chancel Choir
Rehersal

SUNDAY MORNING
SQHEDULE

7:45

Traditional Service in the

Sanctuary
. AM.
f_\—- . WD s ERVLECISbt "
z Donut and Coffee Hour in
g 8 00 Multipurpose Room
Z AM.

fww.m.r
*

9 OO Anchorage Service-Modern h“!

AM.

(

worship Service lead by
Endless Grace Worship Team

Music ministry for the

9 4_ O Cherub Choir and Teen
AM Praise Band

10:00

AM.

Sunday School

£

! 10:30

AM.

Upper Room Class

Traditional Service with
Chancel Choir Anthem
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Group

Endless Grace

March 7-730am-Mens Fellowship

March 7-10am-Women of Grace Lenten Study-Jesus Asking
March 7/8: Daylight Saving Time-Spring Forward

March 10-6 pm-Forged

March 14-10am-Women of Grace Lenten Study-Jesus
Asking

March 16-10am-Sunshine Stitchers

March 17-630pm-Ad Council

March 17-630pm-Serving Soles Meeting

March 21-10am-Women of Grace Study: Jesus Asking
March 24-6 pm-Forged

March 28-Orchestra and Chance Choir Cantata Practice
March 28-10am-Women of Grace Lenten Study-Jesus
Asking

March 28-11 am-Hope Has Risen: Easter Fun and Egg Hunt
March 29: 9am-Youth Sunday Service

March 29: 11am-Chancel Choir-Easter Cantata



From the Pastors Desk:

As | sit here and write this month’s article, it is cold, foggy, and just ick, so it got
me thinking about pools. The promise of a pool is clear, refreshing, and cool—
revitalizing on a hot day. When my children were small, we would go to the “kiddie”
pool and play in the shallow water. While it was an opportunity to “get wet,” | T Here I am! |

couldn’t help but think of the difference between standing in a few inches of water
and actually jumping into the deep end. The kiddie pool is safe. It’s comfortable. stand at the door

Butitisn’t the same as swimming. and knock. [f

anyone hears my
In many ways, faith can become like that shallow pool.

voice and opens the

In Revelation 3:20, Jesus declares a staggering truth. In the letter to the church door, I will come in
at Laodicea, He takes notice that the church has become apathetic in their faith. and eat with that
They gather and do the activity of faith, but relational passion is absent. They are
’e person. and they

people of worldly means who have few pressing needs. Life is manageable on their N
own, yet they still maintain the habits of religion. with me.

What is striking is that Jesus does not accuse them of open rebellion. They are
not spreading false teaching. They are not living in blatant disobedience. They REVELATION 3: 20

simply are not engaged.

They gather for worship, sing, pray, and hear the words of Christ from the
apostles’ letters, and they think themselves satisfied. Yet Jesus says something
remarkable: “Behold, | stand at the door and knock.” The One whom they worship

is standing outside, waiting to be welcomed in.




From the Pastors Desk (Continued):

WESLEY
COVENANT
PRAYER

It is possible to practice faith without experiencing its depth.

Consecration is what moves us from being satisfied with the shallowness of our
faith to seeking something deeper—something more—a relationship that upends
everything. Consecration is the decision to step out of the kiddie pool and into the

deeper waters of life with Christ.

Jesus stands and knocks at the door, wanting to enter our worship, our prayers,
our devotion, and our daily moments in order to transform them. He does not want
mere attendance in our religious lives; He desires communion.

Author Jentezen Franklin writes:

“There are dimensions of our glorious King that will never be revealed to the
casual, disinterested worshiper. There are walls of intercession that will never be
scaled by dispassionate religious service. But when you take steps to break out of
the ordinary and worship Him as He deserves, you will begin to see facets of His
being you never knew existed. He will begin to share secrets about Himself, His

plans, His desires for you. When you worship God as He deserves, He is magnified.”

The invitation of Christ has always been an invitation into depth. It is an
invitation to open the door, to welcome Him fully into our lives, and to allow Him to

transform us from the inside out.

So perhaps the question for all of us this month is simple:
Are we content standing in the shallow water, or are we ready to dive deeper
into life with Christ?

Blessings,




GRACE.

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help with Ruth's Harvest
and PAL.

We welcome anyone who would like to help. In case you are not familiar
with these two programs, Ruth's Harvest is the backing of bags with food
for the school children to take home to have food over the weekend.
Provide a Lunch (PAL) is a meal served every day at the Council of

Churches to anyone who wants to walk in and get a meal.

Ruth’s Harvest Dates:
March 19
May 14

Provide A Lunch (PAL):

Fridays:  Saturdays:

March 9 May 30
April 17 August 29
May 29 October 31
July 10

August 21

October 2

November 13 . _
If you are interested in

helping, please call Mae
Woodard at 717-632-0124.

December 24
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www.mygracechurch.org




The Deacons nge—/\ lime with Pastor Matt

Theoll Hers: Public Christianit

March has come, and as I wrlte thls, I’'m thinking about Daylight Savings Time, which comes this
weekend. As the light has grown day by day, I have been paying attention to my drive home in the evening.
Each day, I’ve noticed that it’s later that I must turn on my headlights on. It is a blessing that we can trust
what is written in Genesis about creation:

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky
to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. - Genesis 1:14-15, NRSV

Our God gave us a wonderful universe and planet to call home. As you see the light growing each day, give

thanks to Jesus, the Light of the World, in whom there is no darkness at all.
This month, I want to move to our second bullet point of Methodist distinctives:
The Christian faith is not private and must be lived out practically.

While personal devotion is an important part of our faith, Christianity is not primarily a private matter.
Many people make the statement that their religion is a private thing, and it should not be an overt part of
living, but both Scripture and our Methodist faith completely disagree with that notion. Our faith in Christ

is not a private matter, and it should impact every aspect of our lives.

We begin with the case from the Bible. Peter writes in his first epistle:
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is
right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting

for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and respect. - 3:13-16a, NRSV

In this passage, Peter is talking about good outward actions. He begins in verse 9, “Do not repay evil for
evil or abuse for abuse, but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing.” This is public action. Then, when
people question you, it is to be a vocal and open response which tells the world that you act because of “the
hope that is in you.” This is not private devotion behind a closed door. This is public witness to Christ’s

Kingdom in what you do and what you say

Secondly, our faith is not simply a “worship thing” that we do on Sunday morning. It is a worldview which
changes the way we live and make decisions. In Romans, Paul tells believers, YDo not be conformed to this
age,” which tells us that we should look completely different than the secular sphere. But there is a
purpose for that refusal to conform. He completes the thought, “but be transformed by the renewing of the
mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” We are to

be transformed so that we can understand how God wants us to live differently.

7



The Deacons Page—/\ lime with Pastor Matt

Theo/ogy Maters: Public Chrisﬁani*y continued

This means that we both speak our faith into the public square and we purposefully live differently than the
world. We live God’s ethics and values, and they should put us at odds with the culture. Our witness should
display the Kingdom of God and its values, and this is a very public, even political idea. And here’s what may
be a disturbing thought, God’s politics are neither the Republican Party line nor the Democratic Party line.
They are God’s line for a political sphere that transcends our citizenship in the United States of America. Paul
writes, “But our citizenshipis in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Philippians 3:20, NRSV).

Our Methodist Christianity takes this very seriously, and that came directly from John Wesley. Wesley spent
his life speaking out against social and political evils, especially about drunkenness, poverty, slavery, and
political freedom. He wrote of slavery, “I strike at the root of this complicated villany: I absolutely deny all

slave-holding to be consistent with any degree of natural justice.”

But Wesley did not simply speak out about evil. He also worked against it. He consistently taught the need to
give generously to the poor, and his Methodist Societies were known for this. He wrote, “Earn all you can; save
all you can; give all you can,” and he practiced what he preached. He died without a penny to his name, having
given all his money away, and he lobbied the government tirelessly for abolition of slavery and improved

treatment for the poor, downtrodden, and helpless.

Methodism means that we speak the truth of our faith, speak out against the evil which the world embraces,
and we work practically to change the culture and governmental systems which mistreat, abuse, and harm
people.This is in line with the Biblical summary of what our faith is about. The prophet Micah says it this way,
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good,

and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your
God?” (Micah 6:8, NRSV). And if you prefer a New Testament reference, James writes, “Religion that is pure
and undefiled before God the Father is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress and to keep

oneself unstained by the world” (James 1:27).

Our faith is not a private matter of devotion. It is absolutely an impetus to public action and speech. That

comes from Scripture and our Methodist accent. May you bring our faith to bear in this way everywhere.

Love to you all in Christ,

famats 4

-Rev. Matt




The images show the proposed renovation : ‘
and addition work for Grace Church. The
darkened gray area is our new lobby with a /
covered opening for drop off and pick up. This

will also include the repair and recoating of

our parking lot. L )
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Grace
Preschool

Learn . Play . Have Fun

PROGRAM FEATURES:

o Certified Teachers

Q Kindergarten Readiness

0 Full size indoor gymnasium

@ https://gumpreschool.weebly.com/
o 55 Albright Drive, Hanover PA

717-632-3140
Gracepreschool@mygracechurch.org
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A GIFT THAT REACHESIBEYOND
OUR LIFETIME

An Invitation to Consider Legacy
Giving at Grace Church of Hanover

Grace Church of Hanover is here today because faithful men and women before us
believed deeply enough in the mission of Christ to think beyond their own lifetime. Their
prayers, sacrifices, and generosity made it possible for the Gospel to be proclaimed,
families to be formed in faith, and leaders to be raised up from among God’s people. We
are living in the fruit of their legacy.

Scripture reminds us that faith is always meant to be passed on:
“One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty
acts” (Psalm 145:4).

Legacy Giving is one way the Church continues this sacred rhythm. It is an intentional
decision to include the ministry of Grace Church of Hanover in one’s will or final plans,
ensuring that Christ’s work here continues to shape lives long after we are gone.

This kind of giving is not about wealth or estate size. It is about witness. It is a declaration
that the Gospel matters enough to be carried forward—to children who will learn to pray
here, to families who will be strengthened here, and to future leaders who will one day
rise from these pews.

The Apostle Paul speaks often of sowing with the future in mind:

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap
a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9).

Legacy Giving allows us to sow into a harvest we may never see—but one we trust God

to bring forth.

Jesus himself taught that our treasures reveal our deepest commitments:
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

Including the church in your final plans is a way of placing your heart—your faith, hope,

and love—into the hands of the next generation. It is a quiet but powerful testimony that
the mission of Christ is larger than any one season of life.

11



A GIFT THAT REACHES BEYOND
OUR LIFETIME CONTINUED

Legacy gifts help ensure that Grace Church of Hanover remains:

e Present for emerging generations, proclaiming Christ clearly and faithfully
e A place where families grow in Christ, supported by vibrant ministry
e A training ground for future leaders, called and formed for God’s service

Scripture calls us stewards of what God entrusts to us:
“Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove
faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2).

Legacy Giving is one way to live out that faithfulness—to pass on what has
been entrusted to us so that the Church remains strong, faithful, and mission-
focused for years to come.

We invite you to prayerfully consider whether God may be calling you to
make a legacy gift through your will or final plans. This is not a request made
in pressure, but an invitation offered in hope—hope that the Gospel will
continue to be preached, lives will continue to be transformed, and Christ will
continue to be known through the ministry of Grace Church of Hanover.

If you would like to learn more or have a confidential conversation, we
welcome you to reach out. Together, we can ensure that the story God is
telling through this church continues—faithfully, fruitfully, and for generations
to come.

12
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Red Cross

+

Below is a letter from The Red
Cross on the recent blood drive:

Blood Program Leader,

I hope this message finds you well. On behalf of the American Red Cross, I want to
sincerely thank you for partnering with us and continuing to host blood drives at Grace
Church Hanover. The blood drive was a success, and that’s because of your dedication
and hard work in planning, promoting, and recruiting donors. We truly couldn’t do this
without you!

Here are the results from your blood drive:

e Blood Drive Goal: 36

e Registered Donors: 42

e Power Red Donors: 9 =18 UNITS COLLECTED

e Deferrals: 5

e QNS:0

e Total Collected Units: 46 YOU HIT GOAL : CONGRATULATIONS
Because of your efforts, lives in our community will be touched in a very real way.
Please extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who donated and helped make this
drive possible.
Looking ahead, your next drives are tentatively scheduled for the following dates:
ALL FUTURE DATES
June 27, 2026
October 24, 2026

Thank you again for everything you do to help save lives. We are so grateful for your
partnership and look forward to continuing to grow your blood drives together.

With gratitude,
Mandy Walters

13
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BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN

youyr change, changes lives

PITCH YOUR CHANGE TO HELP CHANGE LIVESIII

URAB A BABY BOTTLE FROM THE BASKET IN THE LOBBY, AND THROUGHOUT THE SEASON
OF LENT, PITCH YOUR CHANGE INTO THE BOTILE FOR TENDER CARE PREGNANCY
CENTER YOUR SPARE CHANGE CAN CHANGE THE LIVES OF OUR LITTLEST NEIGHBORS.
FILLED BOTTLES WILL BE COLLECTED ON L/5 AND L/12.

Tender $gCare

Pregnancy Consultation Services
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EVENTS &

ACTIVITIES
AT GRACE

Women Of Grace
Lenten Study

A New short term bible
study for the Women
of Grace for Lent

SATURDAY'S THROUGH LENT
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

STARTING FEBRUARY 21

~ 2026 Easter Flowers

We will be ordering tulips and daffodils again
from Cremer Florist. The cost is $14.00 each.
Please fill out an order form, found at the
hospitality desk, Please give your completed
order form to the church office. Thank you
for your support.

Orders and payments are due
Monday, March 9*".

15



GRACE CHURCH OF
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in your life to our
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n, Easter Fun, and
. Hunt.

ts, games, prizes,
ell Then at 1230pm
Hunt for kids from
o 5™ Grade.

MARCH 28 Egg Hunt for 13
11AM TO 12:30PM Sorade &

e need volunteers;
up sheets on the

ts board.

55 Albright Drive,
Hanover PA

GRACE CHURCH OF
HANOVER
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un \
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!!

TAKE A CARTON OF EMPTY
EASTER EGGS AND BRING BACK
FILLED WITH GOODIES FOR THE
KIDS

FILLED EGGS Please o 4@ W/
’ RETURNED BY loose
SUNDAY, MARCH 15 TS
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MINISTRIES
AT GRACE e
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A healing Ministry is a way to bring
“Shalom” — “Peace” to someone’s life
through prayer, the laying on of hands
and anointing them with oil.

Prayers for spiritual, emotional and
physical healing through God’s power,
love and mercy —itis a time to
receive, refresh and restore the Peace
“Shalom” to the body, soul and spirit.

In this ministry we are joining Jesus as
He continues His ministry of healing

through us.

Grace Church Healing Ministry Team.



Matchless Bible
Study

/%W Please Join Karen & Mark Coons as we

share dessert and study about Jesus in
the book called Matchless by Angie Smith.
Whether you have walked with him for a
long time or are just starting out, this is a
great study for all.

It will be 8 sessions, on Monday evenings,
starting April 13 at 6:30 pm. Autumn will
be ordering books so please see her in the
office if you would like one. You can also
pay her for the book.

Starting Date: April13 at 6:30 pm

Our home: 4241 Blue Hill Rd.
Hanover, PA 17331

Please sign up on the Events
Board

18
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Services:

April 2 April 3

630 am: Sunrise Service
Followed by Easter Breakfast

Dinner& Service with
Comminon: Service:

) 9 am: Anchorage Service

Dinner: 6:00 pm 7:00 pm

Service: 7:00 pm

11 am: Traditional
Service

Gracd\,hurch

l)l

SUNDAY “YOUTH -
Cmm SUNDAY

A Worship Service Led by the

Children and Youth of Grace Church

‘Q(\‘(OUT&

HOLY WEEK

MARCH 29, 2026
PALM SUNDAY
9:00AM

SERVICES
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GRACE CHURCH

CHANCEL CHOIR

The Grace Chancel Choir will present the Easter
Cantata "The Power of the Cross" at the 11:00
Traditional Service on Palm Sunday - March 29,
2026.

Written, arranged, and orchestrated by Mark Hayes,

"The Power of the Cross" shows us how we find
redemption from sin through the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. It combines songs you may already know,
like "Hosanna", "Lamb of God" and "Crown Him
With Many Crowns", with newer songs, like "Come
to the Table", "Trust in the Lord" and "The Power of
the Cross”, to give all of us a prism through which
we view the unfolding events of Holy Week - the
cheers that fill Jerusalem on Palm Sunday that soon
turn to jeers, the Lord's Supper that Jesus shares
with his faithful disciples (including the one who
will betray him), Jesus' spiritual struggle at
Gethsemane where he he ultimately surrenders to
God's purpose for him, the anguish of his mother

Mark Hayes

Mary as she witnesses Him hanging on the cross,
and the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior on
Easter morning.

The Chancel Choir will be joined by a 14-piece
professional orchestra to add to the beauty and

meaning of our message on March 29, and we

hope you will also join us at the 11:00 service on
that day to experience "The Power of the Cross"!




SERVICES

Holy

Thursoa 7

Thursoay, Apri 2

Dinner at 6pm
Service to follow at 7pm

=

It is Finished
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HE IS RISEN

S uhipise Se’m'w 6:30am

iperience the beauty of Easter morning with an outdoor service at sunrise. Dress warmly
s we gather in worship and reflection.

Ancherrage Setwice 9:00am

Join us for a vibrant, modern-style celebration of the Resurrection—uplifting worship, an
inspiring message, and the joy of Easter!

Taditional Sefwice 1:00am

Raise your Hallelujahs in a classic, liturgical service filled with sacred hymns and timeless
Easter traditions.

EASTER
SUNDAY

22



GRACE CHURCH’S

Registration opened this week for the 2026 Northeast
Annual Conference, the yearly gathering of all of the
Global Methodist Churches in the Northeast Conference.
We have been praying for this conference, the leaders,
and team preparing for our time together, and now we
are inviting you to pray with us.

In case you were not aware, Autumn Christine, Jessica
Sichel, and Pastor Matt are all on the team that plans
this gathering. Pastor Todd, Darren Myers, and Charlie
Urenko are on the worship team for the event, and
Sheila Carter is a prayer partner for the event.

For plans and preparation for Annual Conference 2026

We pray for the prayerful planning of our Northeast Annual
Conference Session. to be held June 11-13, 2026, in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania. Guide every logistical detail, worship gathering,
legislative conversation, and leadership report. May this holy
convening strengthen our unity, clarify our vision, and celebrate
the work God is doing across the Northeast.

Amen

*Prayer from the Monthly Prayer Points with the Northeast Prayer
and Intercession Team

ITONA

GLOBAL
*_/ METHODIST CHURCH
2026 NORTHEAST ANNUAL CONFERENCE

>PASSING
¢

First Church Williamsport
Williamsport, PA

June 11-13, 2026

(49

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

Ephesians 4:3
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Serying with

5 |6:00 PM

MAY Dinner begins

Comeout and meet and fellowship with the family of Grace
Church, while having dinner. Also, see what opportunities
there are to serve and be in Ministry with Grace, as we strive
to be the hands and feet of Jesus in Hanover Area. 24



