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2022 held for our community several answers to prayer, fulfillment
of promises, heartbreaking moments of loss, and a renewed and
fervent commitment to hastening the day of the Lord. We believe
the Lord has tremendous things for Celebration Church for 2023. It
is our heart to partner together in prayer with what He is doing in
our city, province, nation, and across the globe. These Prayer
Focuses are a direct result of communal listening and discernment.
We are convinced that as we lean into prayer for this coming year
and look to partner with the things that are on His heart, the Lord
will respond with grace, kindness, and breakthrough. May we listen
to the Lord in an even greater way over this next year, co-labouring
with Him and each other in the advancement of His Kingdom and
see a glorious church emerging! 

INTRODUCTION

2023 PRAYER FOCUSES
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As we behold Him, we become like Him 

PURSUING THE PRESENCE OF GOD

DISCIPLESHIP

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

EVANGELISM & MISSION



SESSION ONE
INTRODUCTION & INVITATION



FILL IN THE BLANK

 We have the _______________ to participate in what God does on the

earth. This is the privilege of participation through ________________.

1.

2.  Without relationship intercession can easily turn into ___________.

3.  Intercession is an _____________. It is a gift that we partner with God in.

4. Every move of God is directly linked to ____________, passionate, and

consistent prayer. 

5. Prayer starts first with _______________.

6.  Prayer Focus #1: Pursuing the Presence of God

We are praying that we develop true intimacy with God, unlocking our

____________ and ____________ identity as a house of prayer. 

7. Prayer Focus #2: Discipleship

We are praying to be ____________ followers of Christ who are

committed to His Word, act in _____________ to His will, and inspire

others to do the same. 

8. There is a prophetic word over Celebration that this community

would be a _____________  _______________. 

9.  Evangelism and mission is the _________ and ________ of the church. 

10. When we lean into our areas of weakness, Jesus can show His

____________.



SCRIPTURES

Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking and you will find. Keep
on knocking and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone
who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.

MATTHEW 7:7-8

And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will
be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be permitted in Heaven. 

MATTHEW 16:19 

I will climb up to my watchtower and stand at my guard post. There I will wait to see what
the Lord says and how He will answer my complaint. Then the Lord said to me, "Write my
answer plainly on tablets, so that a runner can carry the correct message to others". 

HABAKKUK 2:1-2

Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 

JOHN 14:9

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into
the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is
the Spirit

2 CORINTHIANS 3:18

"If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free".

JOHN 8:31-32

"Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God's people to
do His work and build up the church, the body of Christ 

EPHESIANS 4:11



REFLECTION

What was highlighted to you as you went through this material?

What opportunity for growth can you identify for your Prayer life for

2023? What realistic commitments is God inviting you for each Prayer

Focus?

What do you see as obstacles to your “yes” to God? Can you identify

practical steps to overcome these barriers? Invite God’s Spirit to help

you.

What is your area of strength in regards to the present Prayer

Focuses? How about an area of particular challenge? Invite God’s

grace to lead you into greater dependence and empower you by His

Spirit to deeper relationship with the triune God.

ACTIVATION
Schedule time in prayer this week, reflecting on the year ahead. In the spirit

of Habakkuk 2, write down your prayer commitments for this coming year

and display them in your home or office where you will see them daily. 



SESSION TWO 
PURSUING THE PRESENCE OF GOD



FILL IN THE BLANK

Prayer Focus #1: Pursuing The Presence of God

 We are praying that we develop true intimacy with God,  unlocking our   

 personal and corporate _______________ as a house of prayer. 

Even more than we are pursuing Him, He is ______________ us. 

Jesus became the intermediary between ________ and _________.

Every pursuit of God is a _______________.

Genesis 1:26

Then God said, "Let us made mankind in our ___________, according to

our ______________. 

God made us for _____________.

We should not confuse our assignment with our _____________. 

_______________ became the living manifestation of God's desire to

make a home in us.

The goal of our life is to be with God _____________.

Intimacy and relationship will always produce in us the __________ of

being houses of prayer.

The house of prayer is both a ______________ and _____________

identity.



SCRIPTURES

For creation waits for eager longing for the revealing of the Sons of God

ROMANS 8:19

So the Word became human and made his home among us 

JOHN 1:14

Then God said, "Let us make mankind in Our image, according to Our likeness"

GENESIS 1:26

Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

1 JOHN 4:8

Dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy

MATTHEW 3:16-17 

For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of Him who sent
me. 

JOHN 6:38 

Jesus answered him, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my Word, and the Father will love
him, and we will come to him and make our home in him.

JOHN 14:23

Then I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be
with them as their God. 

REVELATION 21:3

He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer', but you have
made it a den of robbers".

MATTHEW 21:13



REFLECTION

What was highlighted to you as you went through this material?

Reflect on the three key Scriptures from this Prayer Focus:

Revelation 22;17, Matthew 6:33, Isaiah 56:7. Take a moment and

discuss the connection between these Scriptures and this Prayer

Focus.

Spend a moment to reflect on your life. Where have you seen God's

pursuit of you? Are there any key memories or moments that stand

out to you?We encourage you to share these stories with your group! 

What commitment is God inviting you to make with your time going

forward to actively pursue the presence of god? What will you need

for this to be successful? 

ACTIVATION
Schedule a time of prayer this week . Using the 5x3 method, spend five

minutes waiting on the Lord, five minutes reading Scripture, and five

minutes responding in worship. As a group or with your family take some

time to do this together by reflecting on Isaiah 43:1-7. Let His love pursue

you! 



SESSION THREE 
DISCIPLESHIP



FILL IN THE BLANK

Prayer Focus #2: Discipleship 

We are praying to be devoted ______________ of Christ who are

committed to His Word, act in obedience to His will, and inspire

others to do the same.

The nature of discipleship is _______________.

Three aspects of discipleship: self-sacrifice, ________________, 

and humble obedience

The clearest way we hear Jesus' voice is through the

_________________.

In John 6:26, Jesus rebukes the crowd, communicating to them

that they loved Him not for who He has, but for what he could

____________ for them. 

In both the highs and lows in John 6, we see a ______________ to His

Word. 

We are not just meant to imitate Jesus, but rather we are meant to 

________________ with him. 

Stephen was a _____________ of the disciples. 

A core element of discipleship is _________________. 



SCRIPTURES

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me". 

MATTHEW 16:24

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

JOHN 8:31-32

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does
the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.’

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built
his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.
And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell,
and great was the fall of it.”

MATTHEW 7:21-27

On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had been only
one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples
had gone away alone. Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the
bread after the Lord had given thanks. So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his
disciples, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. When they
found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?”

JOHN 6:22-25

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but
because you ate your fill of the loaves". 

JOHN 6:26

So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
his blood, you have no life in you". 

JOHN 6:53

So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life"

JOHN 6:67-68

So that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter
came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them.

ACTS 5:15



REFLECTION

What was highlighted to you as you went through this material?

Reflect on the two key passages from this Prayer Focus: Matthew

7:21-27 and John 6:22-26, 67-68. Take a moment and discuss the

connection between these Scriptures and this Prayer Focus.

In the video Pastor Nico mentioned three key aspects of discipleship: 

self-sacrifice, non-violence, and humble obedience. Of the three,

which is the easiest for you, and which one is the most difficult?

What commitment is God inviting you to make going forward as you

walk in discipleship? What will you need for this to be successful? 

ACTIVATION
Schedule a time to read the Word this week. As you do so, invite the Holy

Spirit to highlight Himself to you, and ask Him to help you to live out the

truths of the Scripture during your week. Consider in prayer what

commitment you could make this year to spend time reading the Word of

God. 


