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THE BIG IDEA
Did you know we can love 

Jesus more than anything? 

THE BIBLE
Jesus Anointed by Mary:  

John 12:1-8

WEEK 1 

PRESCHOOL LESSON GUIDE

WELCOME TIME

MUSIC | Praise Showcase

  INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead the kids in worship with any songs you like, but here are a few 
songs that go along with this month’s theme. Make sure you have purchased any licenses required 
to play or perform these songs. For more information, read this!

  “Jesus is the King” (Cool Worship Kids)
  “He’s Alive, He’s Alive” (Yancy)
  “Saved” (Go Fish)
  “One, Two, Three” (Yancy)

ACTIVITY | Spin the Wheel Trivia

  Welcome, everyone, to the “Did You Know?” Game Show! I am your host, [say your name].
  Let’s start with a fun game where you can find out how much you know! Everyone, say it with 

me: Spin the wheel!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Write each of your kids’ names on the spaces in the spinning wheel. If you have 

more kids than the number of spaces, then group them into color-coded teams. Prepare a list of 
simple trivia questions for preschoolers (like these). Have whoever’s name is selected (or team’s 
color) answer one of the questions. Add five “points” for each correct answer and one for trying.

  Great job, teams!
  This game showed us that there are always new things to learn, and even if we knew the answers 

already, it doesn’t hurt to get a reminder.

http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
https://growcurriculum.org/101TriviaForKids
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ACTIVITY | Don’t Laugh Game

  Do you love Jesus a lot? Give me two “Yay’s!” if you love Jesus!
  Now, your job is to make your friend laugh by making the funniest faces and noises you can 

think of!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Pair up the kids and tell them to face each other. The object of the game is for 

the kids to make such a silly face or sound that the other person laughs! Give out high fives after 
each round and celebrate the kids doing such a great job. Play several rounds, giving the kids a 
chance to pair up with another friend. At the end, celebrate by spraying silly string over your group.

  It’s not easy to hide how we’re feeling right?
  Today we’re going to learn about someone who loved Jesus so much, she couldn’t hide it . . . she 

had to show it in front of everybody!

TEACHING TIME

BIBLE STORY | Jesus Anointed by Mary

  For this next part of our game show, we need you to pay close attention because you are part 
of the story!

  Whenever you hear this sound [play victory trumpet sound], you need to clap and 
cheer loudly. Let’s try that now!

  Whenever you hear this sound [play losing horn sound], everyone says, “Aww!” Try it 
together now!

  Are you ready? It’s time for the Did You Know? Bible Story!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Find John 12:1-8 in your Bible. Retell the story by incorporating the following 

sound effects into your Bible story that require audience participation: victory trumpet and losing 
horn.

  Jesus had a friend named Lazarus. But sadly, Lazarus passed away.
  [Play losing horn sound.]

  Everyone was very sad, especially Lazarus’s sisters, Mary and Martha, but guess what? Jesus 
made Lazarus alive again! They were so happy!

  [Play victory trumpet sound.]
  One day, Jesus was visiting with them because they had put together a wonderful dinner for 

him and his friends.
  [Play victory trumpet sound.]

  Then Mary, one of the sisters, took out a really expensive perfume and poured it on Jesus’ feet. 
Then she wiped it off with her hair.

  One of the people who was there did not like this at all. His name was Judas. Judas knew that 
the perfume was worth a lot of money. He thought it would have been better if they sold the 
perfume and used the money to help people. What a waste!

  [Play losing horn sound.]
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  But the Bible tells us Judas didn’t really care about helping people. He just wanted to sell the 
perfume and make money to keep for himself. Boo!

  [Play losing horn sound.]
  But Jesus did not think Mary wasted anything. Jesus knew that one day soon, he wouldn’t be 

with his friends anymore. So he was thankful for what Mary did to show that she cared about 
Jesus.

  [Play victory trumpet sound.]
  Mary loved Jesus more than anything, and she showed that with her actions! 

BIG IDEA | Did you know we can love Jesus more than anything?

  It’s time to reveal our Big Idea!
  Now, which door do you think is hiding the Big Idea? Let’s see!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Hang three large pieces of butcher paper side by side on the wall vertically and 

number them. These will be your doors. Behind one of the doors, place a poster board where 
you’ve written today’s Big Idea. Choose three kids to come up front to help reveal the Big Idea. 
Count to three with the rest of the group and on three, have all three kids pull down the paper 
doors at the same time to see who reveals the Big Idea.

 # TODDLER HACK: Instead of having the younger kids rip down the paper, you can ask 
the kids as a group which door you should rip down next.

  You found the Big Idea! It was behind door number [one, two, or three]!
  The Big Idea is . . . Did you know we can love Jesus more than anything?

VIDEO | Did You Know?, Episode 1

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s episode of Cali’s World.

ACTIVITY | Scent Shop

  I bet the fragrance in Mary’s jar smelled amazing!
  Does anyone remember why Mary poured the perfume on Jesus’ feet? That’s right! To show 

Jesus how much she loved Jesus!
  Let’s make our own fragrance to remind us how much we love Jesus! We are going to make 

scratch and sniff paint!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Pre-measure the ingredients for scratch and sniff paint (see the Shop & Prep 

folder for a list of ingredients). Enlist the older kids to help you mix, or a leader can mix the 
ingredients while showing the kids what they are doing. Once the paint is made, seat the kids at 
tables to paint, making sure to keep the paint separate so they can smell each scent once it dries.

 # TODDLER HACK: Instead of having the younger kids paint themselves, you can pre-
paint different pieces of paper and have the kids go around to each station to identify 
what the smells are. 

  So, just like your pictures smell really good, so did Mary’s perfume as she poured it on Jesus’ 
feet.

  Mary poured her most expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet to show how much Jesus was loved.
  Mary loved Jesus more than anything. Did you know we can love Jesus more than anything?
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http://growcurriculum.org/PreschoolTeachingVideosV5
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PRAYER

  Dear Jesus, thank you for loving us! Help us to love you more than anything else by giving you 
our time and attention. Amen.

DISCUSSION TIME

SNACK | Next Level Snacks

  INSTRUCTIONS: Choose a bland food the kids can season, such as plain popcorn, rice cakes, 
non-dairy yogurt, etc., making sure to keep food allergies and sensitivities in mind. Put the food 
item in a bag, on a plate, or in a bowl. As you talk, provide various seasonings and toppings for the 
kids to add to their food.

 # TODDLER HACK: Popcorn might pose a choking hazard for younger children. Consider 
swapping this out with a cereal bar where toddlers can scoop out different cereals into 
a bowl.

  Does anyone know what this food is? That’s right! Now, you can eat it plain, or you can take it 
to the next level by adding seasonings and toppings to it!

  There is always more we can do to love Jesus. We can always spend more time with Jesus. 
Mary showed us that she loved Jesus more than anything and gave everything she had for him.

  As you eat your leveled-up snack, think about what you can do to show you love Jesus more 
than anything!

ACTIVITY | Story Squares

  INSTRUCTIONS: Place a series of images face up on the floor. As you retell today’s Bible story, 
encourage the kids to find the image that goes with that part of the story.

  Let’s see if we can remember the details of today’s Bible story.
  Today’s story starts off with two sisters and one brother named Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Can 

you find the picture of siblings?
  Jesus and the disciples went to Mary and Martha’s house for a special meal called, Passover. 

Can you find the picture of people having a special meal together?
  After the meal, Mary poured her expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet! Can you find the bottle of 

perfume? How about a picture of feet?
  One of Jesus’ disciples, Judas, was not happy about what Mary had done. Who can find the 

angry face?
  But Jesus was happy with Mary. She was showing everyone just how much she loved Jesus. 

Who can find the picture of the heart?
  Does anyone remember today’s Big Idea? Yes!
  Did you know we can love Jesus more than anything?

4



Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2021 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

DID YOU KNOW? | PRESCHOOL - WEEK 1 LESSON GUIDE   

ACTIVITY | Jesus is Better

  INSTRUCTIONS: Prepare a large bowl of water. Give each kid a coffee filter with “Jesus” written 
on it in permanent marker. Pass out washable markers and have them decorate their coffee filter 
however they like.

  Decorate your coffee filter with anything you like!
  Now, let’s put our coffee filter in the water and see what happens. Everything but Jesus 

disappeared in the water!
  Jesus is better than anything because Jesus stays the same, is always there for us, and loves 

us so much!
  What can you do to show how much you love Jesus?
  There are so many things we can do to show how much we love Jesus. We can sing, we can write 

and draw pictures, we can treat others in a kind way . . . there are so many things we can do!
  Let’s say today’s Big Idea together again: Did you know we can love Jesus more than anything?

MEMORY VERSE | II Peter 3:18a (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this video and encourage kids to sing and dance along!
  Our memory verse reminds us of one way to love Jesus! To “grow in grace and knowledge” 

means to know more about Jesus and to do what Jesus told us to do!

PLAY TIME

Encourage your preschoolers to help clean up the room while they wait for their parents.

ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

  INSTRUCTIONS: Print and distribute this week’s coloring page along with crayons or markers. 
Discuss today’s Bible story and Big Idea as the kids color.

ACTIVITY | Flip a Story Square

  INSTRUCTIONS: Print an additional set from the “Story Squares” activity to create matching 
cards. Scatter them on the ground face down and have kids flip over two squares at a time to see 
if they match. Create more than one set to allow more kids to play at one time.

 # TODDLER HACK: Leave the pictures face up and have toddlers find the matching pairs 
that way.

ACTIVITY | Dinner at Martha’s

  INSTRUCTIONS: Set out a tablecloth, paper plates, napkins, and play food. Allow the kids to set the 
table and create a fun, fancy meal like Martha might have prepared to share with Jesus and his friends.

Encourage your preschoolers to help clean up the room while they wait for their parents.
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