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DEVOTIONAL 
FOR VOLUNTEERS

WEEK 1: Following Jesus is the 
opposite of following ourselves (Luke 
5:1-11; Isaiah 55:8-9).

WEEK 2: Our struggles bring us closer to 
Jesus (Luke 6:17-26; Jeremiah 17:5-10).

WEEK 3: Our enemies help us learn to 
love (Luke 6:27-38; I John 4:7-21). 

WEEK 4: Jesus is with us even though 
we can’t see him (Luke 9:28-36; 
Romans 8:31-39). 

STUDY
Our lives move in the direction of our 
thoughts. What we think about impacts 
who we become and the choices we make. 
And more often than not, our thoughts tend 
to lead us astray. It’s no surprise, then, that 
Jesus spent a good amount of time leading 
us to believe things that seem opposite in 
nature. It sounds impossible to believe that 
struggles bring us closer to Jesus or that our 
enemies can teach us about love. However, 
these beautiful opposites remind us that 
a God we can’t see is always with us and 
that it’s better to follow Jesus than our own 
instincts. To get ready for a time focused 
on Jesus’ teachings, spend a few minutes 
reading the stories we’ll be teaching kids 
this month. As you do, think about what 
God has taught you (and is still teaching you) 
through these passages, and how these Big 
Ideas have been true in your life.  

PRAY
Do you like the direction your thoughts take 
you when it comes to thinking about your 
struggles? How about your enemies? Do you 
land on the side of worry and fear when you 
don’t sense Jesus is near? If your answer 
reveals an opportunity for growth in your life, 
then pray about how you can begin to follow 
Jesus more than your own instincts today. 
The Scripture this month helps us learn how 
to embrace the counter-culture teachings of 
Jesus. Which passage of Scripture or Big 
Idea from this month is most relevant to 
you right now? Spend a few minutes asking 
God to show you how you’ve already grown 
in this area, plus the next step you need to 
take in order to keep growing.

GROW
So what’s your next step? Do you need help 
imagining how a current struggle can bring 
you closer to Jesus? What would it be like to 
become curious about how your enemies 
can help you love differently? Jesus is with 
you and can lead you to follow him instead 
of following whatever instinct has become 
loudest. Write down an instinct you’ve chosen 
lately, something that you followed instead of 
following Jesus. Decide to follow it less this 
week. Or do another thing Jesus is inviting 
you to do. Whatever your next step is right 
now, take it. Then help kids do the same.


