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VOLUNTEER

DEVOTIONAL

WEEK 1: God blesses us so we can bless 
others. Genesis 12:1-5, 13:1-18; Psalm 89:1-4

WEEK 2: God always shows us compassion.
Genesis 21:1-7, 22:1-14; Psalm 145:8-14

WEEK 3: We can trust God when it’s hard to 
trust each other. Genesis 25:19-34; Romans 
8:1-11

WEEK 4: We always belong in God’s family. 
Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 139:1-12

WEEK 5: We can make peace with others. 
Genesis 32:6-21, 33:1-11; Romans 8:26-39

 STUDY 
 PRAY

What’s your ideal staycation? Would you choose to 
spend it with your family? Your knee-jerk reaction 
to the question might tell an entire story. Choosing 
to trust each other, especially with our time, can be 
one of the hardest things we do in life. It’s difficult 
because no one close to us (or anyone on earth) is 
perfect. There will always be things we don’t want to 
share, people we don’t want to forgive, and places 
that bring us painful memories.

Talk to God about some of your fears around family 
or close relationships. Are there people you wish 
you could make peace with or trust more? Look to 
Jesus for help having compassion for yourself and 
for others in the season of life you’re currently in.

Which passage of Scripture or Big Idea from this 
month is most relevant to you right now? Spend 
a few minutes asking God to show you how you’ve 
already grown in this area, plus the next step you 
need to take in order to keep growing.

So, what are your next steps? Do you need to realize 
how God has blessed you in order to be able to bless 
others better? Do you need God to help you receive 
compassion? Do you feel like you don’t belong in 
God’s family (or even in your own family) and need to 
accept your status as a child of God? Maybe it’s time 
to trust or make peace with someone in your life.

Whatever your next step is right now, take it. Then 
help kids do the same.

 GROW

A great staycation is one where a family or 
group of friends decides to stay home or close 
by to explore local attractions and to spend time 
together. Just like every vacation, a staycation 
can test folks in their relationships. Like the first 
families we read about in the book of Genesis, we 
too experience moments where we may or may 
not feel like we can make peace, like we belong, 
like we can trust each other, or like we can bless 
each other with the things that have blessed us.

To get ready for this series, spend a few minutes 
reading the first families we find in the book of 
Genesis. As you do, think about what God has 
taught you (and is still teaching you) about family 
relationships through these passages, and how 
these Big Ideas have been true in your life.


