BETTER THAN OKAY April 26, 2026
JOHN 3:17

SUNDAY REFRESHER

There’s a subtle lie we learn to live with - not loud, not obvious... just comfortable enough to settle
in. “I'm OK.” And if we’re honest, that word becomes a shield. It hides the ache, the comparison, the
quiet feeling that something more was promised but never quite realized. But Jesus doesn’t step
into our story to leave us “OK.” He steps in as the Good Shepherd, not to manage survival, but to

lead us into abundance - a life shaped by His presence, not our performance.

And yet, there’s a thief. Not always dramatic. Often quiet. Comparison creeps in, and suddenly our
identity is measured against someone else’s highlight reel. Joy erodes. Peace slips. We start running
races we were never called to run. But the Shepherd calls us back - not to be better than them, but

to be fully who we were created to be. Known. Formed. Loved. Not competing. Not lacking. Just His.

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS
e What did God say to you through this passage and teaching?
e Did God reveal anything new to you?

e How is this relevant in your journey to make disciples who Love God and Love people?

® expedition




QUESTIONS

e Where in your life have you been settling for “OK” instead of the abundant life Jesus offers?

e How has comparison shaped the way you see yourself, your worth, or your relationship with

God?

e What would it look like for you to fully embrace how God uniquely created you instead of

measuring yourself against others?

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES
John 3:17 | John 10:10 | Galatians 5:22-23 | Galatians 6:4-5 | 2 Corinthians 10:12 | Psalm 139:13-14 |
Psalm 103:10-14

CONCLUSION

The life Jesus offers isn’t built on comparison charts or cultural rankings. It’s not found in
outperforming others or hiding behind “OK.” It’s found in Him - the door, the Shepherd, the source.
And when we follow Him, something begins to shift. Not instantly, not perfectly, but deeply. Joy
starts to return. Peace steadies itself. Identity becomes less about proving and more about

receiving.

So the question lingers - who told you that “OK” was enough? Because it wasn’t the Good
Shepherd. He speaks something better. He calls you by name, not by comparison. And in His voice,
there’s freedom... to stop striving, to stop measuring, and to finally live the life that was always

meant for you.

Knowing that life transformation happens best through intentional, meaningful relationships, don’t

let this week’s sermon remain as mere information. In the next few days, look for ways to teach,

challenge, encourage and/or pray about what you’re discovering!
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