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SUNDAY REFRESHER
Every family has a center. Something sets the direction of the home, shapes its priorities, fills its
calendar, guides its spending, and dominates its conversations. That center may be success,
financial security, education, sports, comfort, or even the desire to keep everyone happy. None of
those things are necessarily wrong, but good things make terrible centers. They were never
designed to carry the weight of an entire family. Whatever occupies the center of our homes will
eventually shape everyone living within them.

In Deuteronomy 6, Moses warned Israel not to forget the Lord as they entered the comfort and
abundance of the Promised Land. He knew they would not deliberately abandon God, but they
could gradually reorganize their lives around something else. The same drift can happen in our
homes. God must be more than someone we acknowledge at church. Our love for Him must be
woven into our conversations, routines, decisions, celebrations, and ordinary moments. God alone is
strong enough to remain at the center and hold a family together.

FAMILY MATTERS

DEUTERONOMY 6:1-12

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

What did God say to you through this passage and teaching?

Did God reveal anything new to you?

How is this relevant in your journey to make disciples who Love God and Love people?
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QUESTIONS

What does your calendar, spending, and conversation reveal about what is currently at the

center of your home?

What good thing may have gradually begun occupying the place in your family that belongs to

God?

If your children or the people closest to you copied your relationship with God exactly, would

you be thrilled or concerned?

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

Deuteronomy 6:1–9 | Deuteronomy 6:5–7 | Deuteronomy 6:10–12

CONCLUSION
Most families do not wake up one morning and decide to forget God. The drift happens quietly as
good things slowly become ultimate things. Work gets demanding. Schedules fill up. Practices,
deadlines, bills, and responsibilities begin setting the rhythm of the home. Before long, God may
still be present, but He is no longer at the center. The greatest threat to the health of our families is
not always what is happening outside the home. It is what has been allowed to occupy the center
inside it.

Imagine a home where love for God shapes the conversations around the table, the choices on the
calendar, the celebrations, the sacrifices, and the response to hardship. That kind of home will not
be perfect, but it will have a strong center. Whatever we build our families around today will help
determine where they end up tomorrow. The question is not whether your family has a center. The
question is whether that center is strong enough to hold everything together.

Knowing that life transformation happens best through intentional, meaningful relationships, don’t

let this week’s sermon remain as mere information. In the next few days, look for ways to teach,

challenge, encourage and/or pray about what you’re discovering!
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