
The Gift of Service and Presence 

Daily Devotional for June 30: Commissioned to Serve 
Reading: Matthew 10:1-8 
Jesus commissioned His disciples with an extraordinary mandate: heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, 
cast out demons. This wasn't just for twelve men two thousand years ago—it's for us today. We are Christ's 
disciples, commissioned and consecrated to continue His work. The gift we've received isn't meant to be 
hoarded but shared freely. Like those first followers, we may feel inadequate for the task, but God doesn't call 
the equipped; He equips the called. Today, consider what healing you might bring to someone's life through a 
simple act of kindness, a listening ear, or genuine compassion. The kingdom of heaven has come near—and you 
are the messenger. 
Reflection Question: What specific gift has God given you to serve others, and how can you use it this week? 

Daily Devotional for July 1: Welcoming the Stranger 
Reading: Hebrews 13:1-2 
"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing so some have entertained angels without knowing 
it." Pauline, the woman from the shelter who disrupted services and smelled of urine, was called "a gift from 
God" by wise church leaders. How often do we miss divine appointments because someone doesn't fit our 
comfortable expectations? The stranger among us—whether disheveled, annoying, or simply unfamiliar—
carries the image of God. Our calling is to empty ourselves of judgment and fill ourselves with Christ's 
compassion, offering personhood and dignity to everyone we encounter. The universal hug isn't just a gesture; 
it's recognition that every person matters infinitely to God. 
Reflection Question: Who is the "Pauline" in your life that God is calling you to welcome with genuine love? 

Daily Devotional for July 2: The Economy of Grace 
Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
God's economy operates differently than ours. The unwanted winter coat, thrown carelessly onto a pile, became 
the perfect provision for a cold, hungry stranger. "It just so happened" isn't coincidence—it's divine providence. 
When we freely give what we have, trusting God's purposes, we participate in miracles we may never fully 
understand. Our resources, whether money, time, or "inconvenient" items, become instruments of grace in 
God's hands. The disciples were told, "Freely you have received; freely give." We don't need to control 
outcomes or ensure perfect efficiency. We simply need to release our gifts into God's economy and watch Him 
multiply them beyond our imagination. 
Reflection Question: What are you holding onto that God might be asking you to freely give? 

Daily Devotional for July 3: Purpose in Every Season 
Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8; Philippians 1:6 
John walked to chemotherapy, volunteered at the library, then walked home—finding purpose even in suffering. 
Jean, isolated in a hospital room, continued her ministry of phone calls. Frank, fresh from surgery and grieving 
his wife's death, still brought cups of cold water to the pastors. Purpose and structure sustain us through life's 
hardest seasons. Everyone can do something. You may not be able to do what you once did, but God still has 
meaningful work for your hands, your voice, your prayers. The prayer list in your bulletin, the phone call to 
someone in hospice, the Bible study you could join—these aren't small things. They're kingdom work that gives 
life meaning and blesses others immeasurably. 
Reflection Question: What is one concrete thing you can commit to doing regularly that gives you purpose and 
serves others? 



Daily Devotional for July 4: Ministers in the Pews 
Reading: 1 Peter 2:9-10; Ephesians 4:11-12 
"The people who are the ministers in the church are sitting in your seats." This truth transforms everything. 
Pastors are appointed to preach, teach, and administer, but the ministry belongs to all of us. A healed femur 
bone—Margaret Mead's sign of civilization—requires someone to care for the wounded person for thirteen 
weeks. That's the church's calling: to bind up wounds, support healing, and care for one another over the long 
journey. You are not a spectator in God's kingdom; you are a minister. Your witness, your service in mission 
teams, your participation in sacraments, your prayers—these constitute the body of Christ in action. The most 
fun ministry teams are those where people discover their gifts matter and their presence makes a difference. 
Reflection Question: How will you step into your identity as a minister this week, and what ministry might 
God be calling you to join? 
 
Closing Prayer 
Gracious God, thank You for the gift of being called Your disciples. Help us to see the strangers among us with 
Your eyes, to give freely as we have received, to find purpose in every season, and to embrace our calling as 
ministers of Your grace. May we be faithful in small things, trusting Your economy works miracles beyond our 
understanding. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
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