
Small Group Leaders’ Guide 
Revelation 2:8-17 - Faithful Under Pressure 
 

Revelation 2:8-17  

Pressure has a way of revealing what we really believe. The churches at Smyrna and Pergamum 
faced persecution, cultural pressure, and temptation to compromise. Jesus' message to them is 
still relevant for us: remain faithful, hold fast, and refuse to compromise. 

The goal of this discussion is to help your group see that pressure is not unusual in the Christian 
life. 

 
                Warm Up 

 

Opening Question: 
What are some of the pressures Christians face today that make it difficult to remain faithful to 
Jesus? 

Encourage honest conversation. Help your group move beyond simply identifying what is wrong 
with the culture and toward asking, “How can I personally remain faithful to Jesus?” 

 

                Know It 

1. REMAIN FAITHFUL WHEN YOU SUFFER - Revelation 2:8–11 
“Do not fear what you are about to suffer... Be faithful unto death, and I will give 
you the crown of life.”      Revelation 2:10 

Jesus knew exactly what the believers in Smyrna were experiencing. They faced tribulation, 
poverty, opposition, and even the possibility of death. Yet Jesus didn't promise that He would 
immediately remove their suffering. Instead, He called them to remain faithful through it. 

Discussion Questions 
1. What stands out to you about Jesus’ words to the suffering believers in Smyrna? 

2. Why do you think difficult circumstances can sometimes challenge our faith in 
God? 
 

3. What does it practically look like for us to “remain faithful” to Jesus when life 
becomes difficult? 
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Emphasize that Jesus sees what His people are going through. 
Jesus begins by saying, “I know your tribulation.” Remind your group that suffering does not 
mean Jesus has forgotten us. He knows exactly where we are and what we are facing. 

Help them redefine what it means to be blessed. 
The Smyrna believers were materially poor, yet Jesus said, “You are rich.” Our circumstances 
are not always an accurate measurement of our spiritual condition or God’s faithfulness. 

Focus the conversation on faithfulness rather than escape. 
We naturally pray for God to remove difficult circumstances. Encourage the group also to pray, 
“Lord, help me remain faithful to You while I walk through this.” 

Takeaway: 
Faith isn’t proven only when following Jesus is easy; faith is often revealed when following 
Jesus costs us something. 

2. HOLD FAST WHEN YOU ARE PRESSURED - Revelation 2:12–13 
“Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith...”               
                          Revelation 2:13 

The believers in Pergamum lived in a culture filled with idolatry and opposition to Christ. Jesus 
even described their city as a place “where Satan's throne is.”  

Yet He commended these believers because they continued to hold fast to His name even after 
Antipas was killed for his faithful witness. 

Following Christ often means standing firm when the people and culture around us are moving 
in another direction. 

Discussion Questions 
1. What do you think it means for a Christian today to “hold fast” to the name of 

Jesus? 

2. Where do Christians experience the greatest pressure today to hide, soften, or 
change what they believe? 
 

3. How can we encourage one another to stand firm without becoming angry, fearful, 
or isolated from the people around us? 

Help your group identify real-life pressure. 
Move beyond general statements about “the culture.” Ask where people actually feel pressure — 
at work, school, in relationships, online, or among friends and family. 
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Emphasize holding fast to Jesus, not simply winning arguments. 
Jesus praised them because they held fast to His name. Christian faithfulness is ultimately about 
loyalty to Jesus, not proving that we are right. 

Encourage conviction with grace. 
Holding fast does not mean becoming hostile toward people who disagree with us. Encourage 
your group to stand firmly on biblical truth while continuing to demonstrate the love and grace of 
Christ. 

Takeaway: 
You don’t have to surrender your faith just because you’re surrounded by people who 
don’t share it. 

3. REFUSE TO COMPROMISE WHEN YOU ARE TEMPTED - Revelation 2:14–17 
“But I have a few things against you...”   Revelation 2:14 

Although many believers in Pergamum remained faithful, Jesus confronted the church because 
some were tolerating false teaching, idolatry, and sexual immorality. 

The greatest danger wasn't only persecution coming from outside the church. It was compromise 
growing inside the church. 

Jesus’ command was clear: 

“Therefore repent.”  Revelation 2:16 

Discussion Questions 
1. Why can compromise be more difficult to recognize than outright rejection of 

Jesus? 

2. What are some areas where Christians today can slowly begin compromising their 
convictions? 

3. Is there an area of your life where Jesus may be calling you to stop compromising 
and become more faithful? 

Explain that compromise usually happens gradually. 
Most believers do not wake up one morning and decide to abandon Jesus. Compromise often 
begins with small decisions, tolerated sin, or repeatedly making exceptions to what we know 
God has said. 

Keep the conversation personal rather than political or cultural. 
It is easy to talk about where everyone else is compromising. Bring the discussion back to the 
heart: “Where might I be tempted to compromise?” 
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Emphasize repentance as an invitation to return. 
Jesus confronts the church because He loves His church. Repentance is not merely feeling guilty. 
It means recognizing where we have drifted, turning around, and choosing obedience to Jesus 
again. 

Takeaway: 
Compromise rarely begins with rejecting Jesus; it usually begins with making small 
exceptions to following Jesus. 

 

                Live It  

Closing 
The churches at Smyrna and Pergamum remind us that followers of Jesus will experience 
pressure. 

Sometimes the pressure comes through suffering, sometimes from the culture around us, and 
sometimes through the temptation to compromise. 

Jesus' message is clear: 

Remain Faithful. 
Hold Fast. 
Refuse to Compromise. 

This Week 

Ask yourself: 

“Where am I experiencing pressure right now, and what would faithfulness to Jesus look 
like in that situation?” 

                 

                Prayer 

Pray for one another to have the courage and strength to remain faithful under pressure. 

 

 
 


