252 Kids


May 2026 • Week 2
TREK: Don’t Stop, Don’t Give Up—God’s with You!

                                                               Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — May 10th ,2026 (Week 2)
Bible Story: Philip and the Man from Ethiopia • Acts 8:26-40
Bottom Line: Keep following God, even when you have questions.
Conversation Starter: What questions do you have about God?

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. • Galatians 6:9 NIrV
LARGE GROUP
Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “Hey, everyone! What’s up? I’m really glad you’re here today. If this is your first time at Collide, welcome! I’m so pumped you’re here. And if you’ve been coming for a while, welcome back! Today we’re in Week Two of our series called ‘TREK.’ The full title of our series is, ‘TREK: Don’t Stop, Don’t Give Up—God’s with You!’
“When you hear the word ‘trek,’ what comes to mind? Go ahead and shout it out!
(Pause while kids shout out answers.)
“Yeah! Hiking, backpacks, long walks, getting tired, maybe even wanting to quit halfway through. A trek isn’t quick or easy. It’s a journey, and journeys take time, effort, and commitment. That’s what this whole series is about: not stopping and not giving up, even when things feel confusing or hard.

“So we’re starting today with a game that goes along with that idea perfectly. Think about being out on a long hike. It’s cold, it’s getting dark, and you’re exhausted. What’s one thing that instantly makes things better? 

(Pause while kids call out answers.)

“Those are some great answers! What about a campfire? A campfire keeps you warm. It gives you light, and of course, you can roast marshmallows over it! 
“Speaking of campfires, today, we’re going to make our very own campfires in our game called ‘Campfire Collect!’ 

SLIDE: “Campfire Collect! Title”
“Here’s how it works: Everyone gets to play!. Everyone gets a list of camping words, that they have to unscramble. You get into groups of three or four. You all have to work together to unscramble the words. You would have 3 minutes to complete this task

Once your group is done stand up and wave your paper in the air. The group with the highest number of correct unscrambled words wins.
“Alright, get into groups, get ready. You can start unscrambling the words when I say, ‘GO!’ 
“On your mark … get set … GO!
VIDEO:3 MIN TIMER
“Nice groupwork! Don’t give up!!
(Once the time is up, tell everyone to stop writing and then you share the answer.)
“Woohoo! Looks like this group is the winner! Let’s give a big hand to our winning group!

“Nice job! Everybody have a seat and catch your breath for a second. Now I want some s’mores!

“That took some serious groupwork and focus! But you guys didn’t stop, and you didn’t give up. And that’s what we’ve been talking about this month in our ‘TREK’ series! Let’s all say our Bottom Line together!”
HOST AND KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Keep following God, even when you have questions.”
HOST: “We’re going to talk more about that in our Bible Story today!”
WORSHIP
HOST: “Hey, everyone! I’m really glad we get to worship together today! God is active—not distant, not silent, not checked out. God is here, and God moves. And we can worship Him!
Let’s stand together and worship.
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W2
AFTER BIBLE STORY 
HOST: “So as we wrap up today, here’s what I want you to remember: following God doesn’t always mean you understand everything right away. Sometimes you only see part of the path in front of you. Sometimes you have questions you don’t get answers to right away. But this story reminds us that God is still at work, even when the full picture isn’t clear. Just like Philip kept going and the Ethiopian official kept seeking, you can keep following God, even while you’re still figuring things out.
HOST: “Before we head to small groups, I want to leave you with one last question to think about.

SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “What questions do you have about God?
“Today, we talked about two people who were both missing context. Philip didn’t know why God sent him to the desert road, and the Ethiopian official didn’t understand the Scripture he was reading. But God was already working in both of their stories. At the right moment, God brought them together, and what didn’t make sense before suddenly became clear.

“A lot of the time, our lives feel like that too. We only see what’s right in front of us—the questions, the confusion, the parts that don’t quite add up yet. But this story reminds us that God sees the whole picture. He knows where the road leads, even when we don’t. And He’s patient with us while we keep learning, growing, and following.

“So as you head to small groups, think honestly about the questions you’re carrying right now. Not the easy ones, the real ones. Share them. Talk about what it looks like to keep following God, even when answers don’t come right away. 
PRAYER

HOST: “Let’s pray together, friends. 
“God, thank You that You’re patient with us. Thank You that You don’t ask us to have everything figured out before we follow You. You know the questions we carry, the things that confuse us, and the moments when the path ahead isn’t clear. Help us trust You when we only see part of the picture. Give us the courage to keep taking the next step, even when we don’t understand everything yet. Remind us this week that You’re with us on the journey, You’re at work, even when we can’t see it, and we don’t walk alone. We love You, and we choose to keep following You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.”                                                         

(After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group.)
SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 

1. Take a Snapshot
Live for God | Application Activity

Made to Create

What You Need: 

· Paper
· Stapler
· Coloring supplies
What You Do:
During the Activity:

· Give each kid a few sheets of paper. Show them how to fold them in half and staple them together to create a small journal.
· Have kids decorate the front cover with the title “My Big Questions About God.”
· Explain that this journal is a safe place for them to write down any questions they have about God, faith, the Bible, or anything else.
· Give them a few minutes of quiet time to write down their first question. Assure them that no question is silly or off-limits.
· If they’re comfortable, invite one or two kids to share a question they wrote down.
What You Say:
“It’s so important to have a place to ask your questions. Don’t ever stop being curious about God! The man in our Bible Story had questions about God, and his perseverance in seeking answers led him to the best news in the world. God isn’t afraid of your questions. In fact, He welcomes them! 
“The Ethiopian man had some huge questions. Somehow, he had come to trust in the One True God. But he hadn’t heard about Jesus, so the words of the prophet Isaiah were confusing to him. The official traveled all the way to Jerusalem to worship God and probably hoped to get his questions answered there! But even though he still didn’t understand, he continued to study and ask. God was pleased with the Ethiopian man for asking questions and sent Philip right to where the man was to answer those questions. 
“Like that man, you can keep following God, even when you have questions! And while you follow, you can keep asking those questions too. See, God doesn’t get irritated or angry when we ask questions. In fact, God LOVES when we ask questions. God wants to be your close, close friend, and when you ask questions about Him, it shows you want to know Him more! And He loves that! So if you have hard questions about God, trust that God hears you and keep asking! There are so many important questions to ask. And remember, [Bottom Line] keep following God, even when you have questions.”
[Make It Personal] (Share about some of the questions you personally have about God. For example, you could say: “I have a journal like this too. One question I wrote down a while ago was, ‘God, why do You let bad things happen to good people?’ I don’t have a perfect answer, but writing it down helped me talk to God about it honestly.”)
EveryChild Pro-Tips:

· For kids who struggle with writing, allow them to draw their questions instead. A picture of a storm could represent a question about why bad things happen.
· Offer to be a “scribe” for any student who would rather dictate their question to you privately.
2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review

Made to Connect

What You Need: 

· No supplies needed

What You Do:

· Ask these questions and discuss:

· When you have questions about God, who can you ask?

· What if you don’t get answers to the questions you have—what can you do?

· What truths do you know about God? How can knowing these truths help you while you wait to find answers to questions you may have?

· What do you do when you have questions about God that don’t really have answers?
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