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May 2026 • Week 3
TREK: Don’t Stop, Don’t Give Up—God’s with You!

                                                               Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — May 17th, 2026
(Week 3)
Bible Story: Paul Becomes a Believer | Ananias Helps Paul • Acts 9:1-31
Bottom Line: God can help you see things in a new way.
Conversation Starter: When have you discovered something new about God?
Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. • Galatians 6:9 NIrV
LARGE GROUP
Optional Video: Countdown
Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “Hey, everyone! Welcome in! I’m really glad you’re here today. This room is better with you in it!

“This month, our theme is called ‘TREK.’ The full name is ‘TREK: Don’t Stop, Don’t Give Up—God’s with You!’ And this whole series is about not giving up. About what it looks like to keep moving forward, even when things are hard, confusing, or don’t make sense yet. Because on a trek, quitting is usually the easiest option, but it’s not the one that gets you where you want to go.
“Before we jump into today’s Bible Story, we’re going to start with a game. And this one is all about not quitting when you don’t have everything you need right away. It’s called ‘Flashlight Fix!’
SLIDE: Flashlight Fix! Title
AUDIO: Upbeat music
“Alright, here’s how this works. We’re going to have two teams of three. Each team is trying to build one working flashlight.

“There’s just one problem: your flashlight is in pieces. The top, the bottom, the batteries—all of it is spread out around the room. And somewhere in here are the parts your team needs.

“Your job is to search the room and find the pieces that belong to your flashlight. You’ll need all of them for the flashlight to actually work.

“Once you think you’ve got everything, put the pieces together and try to turn the flashlight on. The first team to shine their flashlight wins!

“Now, everyone in the crowd, your job is to cheer for both teams. If you see any of the pieces, you can’t tell the teams where the pieces are; they have to find them for themselves. Sound good? 

“Okay, let’s pick our volunteers! Raise your hand if you’d like to play the game!
(Choose six volunteers from the kids who have their hands raised and invite them to the game area. Split them into two teams of three.)
“Okay, teams! Are you ready? Audience, are you ready to cheer them on? Teams, when I say, ‘GO,’ you can start looking for the pieces of your flashlight! Ready?
“3 … 2 … 1 … GO!
(Play the game. Encourage both teams and involve the audience.)

“Nice job working together! If your flashlight isn’t working yet, that means you’re still missing something! Don’t give up!
(Once one of the teams successfully assembles and turns on their flashlight … )

“Oh, we’ve got some light! Nice job! Everybody give it up for our winning team!
“Here’s what I want you to notice about that game. Having part of the flashlight wasn’t enough. You could have some of the pieces and still feel stuck. The only way it worked was by continuing to look, continuing to try, and not giving up when the flashlight didn’t come together right away.

“And that’s a lot like real life. Sometimes you don’t have the full picture yet. Sometimes things don’t make sense. And in those moments, it’s tempting to quit, assume it’s not worth it, or decide you already know how the story ends.

“But today’s Bible Story shows us that when you don’t give up, God can help you see things differently, and that new perspective can change everything. In fact, that’s our Bottom Line for today! Let’s see what it says.
HOST: [Bottom Line] “God can help you see things in a new way. Say that with me, everyone!”
HOST AND KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God can help you see things in a new way.”
HOST: “Awesome! Let’s worship God together!”
WORSHIP
HOST: “Hey, everyone! I’m really glad we get to worship together today. Worship is one of the ways we pause and remind ourselves of what’s true: God is present, He’s paying attention, and He’s still at work, even when life feels confusing or tiring.“So as we sing, don’t just sing along; let this be a moment when you actually focus on God. Let’s stand and worship together.
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W3
AFTER BIBLE STORY 
HOST: “Paul’s story reminds us that following God doesn’t begin with having everything figured out. Paul thought he saw clearly. He believed he was doing the right thing. But God loved him enough to stop him, challenge him, and give him a new way of seeing. And God still does that today. Sometimes God helps us see things differently by slowing us down. Sometimes He does it by asking us questions we haven’t thought about before. And sometimes He uses other people to help us notice what we might be missing. Just like Paul, we don’t have to be perfect or have all the answers for God to work in our lives.
“So as you head into this week, remember this truth in our Bottom Line and let it guide you forward. Let’s say it out.
HOST: [Bottom Line] “God can help you see things in a new way. Say that with me!”
COMMUNICATOR AND KIDS: [Bottom Line] "God can help you see things in a new way."
“Before we head to small groups, I want to leave you with one last question to think about.

SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “When have you discovered something new about God?
“As you head into your group, don’t worry about giving the perfect answer. Think about the times you’ve learned something new about God. Maybe it happened at church, talking with your parents, or reading God’s Word. Then, be open, and ask God to give you the right perspective on something. Be open to the idea that God might want to help you see in a new way. 
“Because when we’re willing to let God shape our perspective, it can change the direction of our lives, just like it did for Paul.”
PRAYER

HOST: “Let’s pray together, friends.

“God, thank You for loving us and meeting us where we are. Thank You that You don’t expect us to have everything figured out. Just like Paul, we know there are times when we don’t see the full picture yet. Help us stay humble and open to what You want to show us. Help us trust You and follow where You lead. We want to see the way You see. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 

1. Make It Personal with Prayer
Pray to God | Prayer Activity
Made to Reflect

What You Need: 

· Soft worship music
· Paper
· Coloring supplies
EveryChild Supplies

· Clay 

What You Do:
During the Activity:

· Play some soft worship music in the background.

· Tell the kids that for the next few minutes, you’re going to have some quiet time to pray.

· Explain that they can pray by drawing or designing something on their paper.

· Give them a prompt: “Think about a situation or a person in your life that you need to see in a new way. Ask God to help you see that situation or person the way He does. Draw or write about that.”

· Allow for several minutes of quiet, independent reflection and creation.

What You Say:

“Sometimes the best prayers are the ones we don’t say out loud. God knows our hearts, and He sees what you’ve created. Let’s close our time together in prayer.”

Prayer:

“God, thank You for the story of Saul. It reminds us that You can change anyone and that You can help us see things differently. Please help us to see the situations we just drew about—and the people involved—the way You do. Give us new eyes to see the world with Your love and grace. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

EveryChild Pro-Tips
· For kids who are restless during quiet activities, offer an alternative, like using Clay to create their prayer instead of drawing. The tactile input can help them focus.

· Frame the quiet time as “your time with God,” emphasizing that there’s no right or wrong way to do it. This removes pressure for kids who may feel anxious about praying “correctly.”
2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review

Made to Connect

What You Need: 

· No supplies needed

What You Do:

· Ask these questions and discuss:

· Why do you think Jesus chose to appear to Saul in such a dramatic way (a blinding light and speaking voice) instead of in a quieter way, like a dream?

· When Jesus told Ananias to go to Saul, Ananias argued at first. Why was it so hard for him to believe Saul could change?

· Right after Saul could see again, he immediately began preaching about Jesus. Why do you think Saul didn’t hesitate or wait?

· Why do you think God didn’t just fix Saul instantly, but instead used Ananias—a regular Jesus-follower—to be part of Saul’s healing?

· After Saul’s transformation, the church continued to grow. How did Saul’s new mission help spread the message of Jesus even further?
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