252 Kids


April 2026 • Week 2
Block Party: Celebrating Jesus and Joy That Never Ends

                                                               Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — April 12th, 2026 (Week 2)
Bible Story: On the Road to Emmaus • Luke 24:13-35
Bottom Line: You can have joy because there’s a bigger story.
Conversation Starter: How does knowing that Jesus is alive bring you joy?
Monthly Memory Verse: Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will say it again. Be joyful! • Philippians 4:4 NIrV 
LARGE GROUP

Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “What’s up, everybody! Welcome to Collide the best place to be on a Sunday! I’m so glad you’re here because we’re keeping the Block Party going! All month long, we’re celebrating Jesus and the kind of joy that never runs out. Our theme for the month is: ‘Block Party—Celebrating Jesus and Joy That Never Ends!’
“You might’ve had candy joy … but that only lasts until the candy’s gone. You might’ve had weekend joy … but that just disappears when homework shows up. But the joy we’re talking about? It’s bigger. It lasts. And it comes from Jesus.

“And if you’re here for the first time, seriously, you picked an awesome day to check things out. We’ve got games, worship, an incredible Bible Story, and some other things we’re going to talk about today that just might change the way you think about what joy actually is.
“Alright, Block Party people … It’s time to kick things off with a game that’s all about discovering something hidden, piece by piece. Kind of like the story we’re diving into today.

“This game is called … ‘Story Reveal’! (Can be played in the gym)
SLIDE: Story Reveal Title
“Up here, I’ve got two posters completely covered in sticky notes. Underneath all those sticky notes is a message that we can’t see yet. 
“Now here’s how the game works: I need two teams of five. One sign is for one team, and the other sign is for the other team. Each team will send one runner at a time. When you’re the runner, your job is to run to your team’s sign, peel off ONE sticky note, run back, put the sticky note in your team’s bucket, and tag the next person. The first team to uncover the entire secret message wins!

“Alright, everyone! Stand up and shake out your arms! I need two teams ready to race, so if you’d like to volunteer, raise your hand!
(Pick 10 kids from the ones who have their hands raised, split them into two teams of five, and have them line up in a single file line at the starting line.)

“Runners ready? On your marks … get set … GO!

(Each team relays, and the game continues until one of the teams has removed all the sticky notes from the board and placed them in their team’s bucket.)

(Cheer on each team as they race and involve the audience.) 
(Once one of the teams has removed all the sticky notes from their team’s board … )

HOST: “YES! There it is! The secret message says, ‘There’s a Bigger Story!’ Let’s give both of our teams a huge cheer!
“Here’s what I love about this game: at the beginning, you can’t see the whole picture. You only see tiny pieces. And honestly, life feels like that a lot. Sometimes we only see the small story—things like what went wrong today, what stressed us out, or what didn’t make sense.

“But when more of the picture gets revealed, you start to understand what’s really going on.

“And that’s exactly what today’s true story from the Bible is all about: two people who were confused and sad after Jesus died. That’s the only piece of the story they were seeing, and they didn’t even understand it. But as they walked along the road … they discovered God was working on a bigger story the whole time. And that’s what our Bottom Line is today!
[Bottom Line] “You can have joy because there’s a bigger story.
“Let’s all say that together!”
HOST AND KIDS: [Bottom Line] “You can have joy because there’s a bigger story!”
HOST: “Great job today, everyone! Now let’s get ready to go find out more about what that means.”

WORSHIP

HOST: “Remember that no matter what is happening around us, God is always worthy of our praise.When we sing that Jesus is alive, we’re celebrating that the story didn’t end with the cross. It keeps going, and Jesus is still working in your life today.

VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W2
AFTER BIBLE STORY 
HOST: “So as we wrap up today, here’s what I want you to remember: You can have joy because there’s a bigger story. Not just the small story you see in the moment … but God’s big story that’s been true the whole time. Even when your day feels confusing, frustrating, or not what you expected, Jesus is alive, and He is walking with you every step of the way.
“Let’s review our Bottom Line for today!
HOST: [Bottom Line] “You can have joy because there’s a bigger story. Say that with me, everyone!”
HOST AND KIDS: [Bottom Line] “You can have joy because there’s a bigger story!”
HOST: “Before we head to small groups, I want to leave you with one last question to think about. It’s our Conversation Starter for today!
SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “How does knowing that Jesus is alive bring you joy?
“Today, we talked about two friends who could only see the part of their story that was filled with disappointment, confusion, and questions. But then, Jesus showed them the bigger story. Jesus is alive, and He made a way to be with them forever! And when they saw that … everything changed.

“Sometimes we only see a small part of our story too—the stuff that’s happening right now or the things that aren’t going the way we hoped they would. But what we can’t see is the truth that we are living in that bigger story!

“So when things get hard, and they will, ask God to help you remember that there is a bigger story! Ask Jesus to remind you that He is with you every step of the way.
“So think about this: How does knowing Jesus is alive bring you joy?

“Maybe it reminds you that you’re not alone. Maybe it gives you hope on hard days. Maybe it helps you trust that God is doing something bigger than what you feel right now.

“As you go to small group, talk about it. Be honest. Share what gets in the way of seeing the bigger story, and talk about how you can look for Jesus in the middle of your week, even if it’s messy. Because when you remember Jesus is alive, He’s with you, and that He is working in the best story ever, joy starts showing up in places you didn’t expect.
PRAYER

HOST: “Let’s pray together, friends.

“Jesus, we praise You! You are alive! Thank You for going with us through every step of our lives, even when we don’t always see it. When our days feel small or confusing, remind us that there’s a bigger story, Your story, and that You’re right there with us in the middle of ours. Help us look for You this week. Help us trust You. And help us find joy knowing that You’re with us in every step we take, and You are working toward the best story ever. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
(After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group.)
SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 

1. Bible Story Extension
Talk about God | Bible Story Review

Made to Imagine
What You Need: 

· Bible

· Blindfold
· Pencils
· 2 Prepared Maze Paper
What You Do:
· Ask for volunteers and choose four from the kids who have their hands raised.

· Choose two volunteers to be the “traveler” and blindfold them.

· Choose the other volunteers to be the “guide.”
· The guide must use only their voice to direct the traveler through the maze from start to finish. (e.g., “Move forward.” “Stop.” “Move left.” “Move right.” “Move down”)

· The rest of the group must stay silent.

· Continue till they get to the end.
What You Say:

“Wow, great job, you guys! Navigating that maze without seeing was tough, right? The traveler had to trust the guide who could see the whole path—the bigger picture. In our Bible Story today, Cleopas and his friend were the travelers, and they were lost in their sadness. They thought the story was over. But Jesus came alongside them as a guide. He walked with them and showed them the bigger story, which was that He, the Messiah, HAD to suffer on the cross and rise again. It was all part of God’s rescue plan. When Jesus gave up His life and then rose again on the third day, He defeated the power of sin and death. Now when we believe in Jesus and accept what He’s done for us, we can be forgiven and walk in close relationship with God forever. When the two friends saw the big picture, their sadness turned to joy! And just like them, [Bottom Line] you can have joy because there’s a bigger story.”
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2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review

Made to Connect
What You Need: 

· No supplies needed

What You Do:

· Ask these questions:

· If you were walking with Jesus, what questions would you ask Him?

· Why do you think Jesus chose to show up right in the middle of the two friends’ sadness instead of waiting until they felt better?

· How do you think Cleopas and his friend were different after their walk with Jesus compared to before it?

· How does knowing that Jesus is alive help you have joy—even in confusing or painful times?

· What is one way you can look for God’s bigger story this week?
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