252 Kids


April 2026 • Week 4
Block Party: Celebrating Jesus and Joy That Never Ends


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE —April 26th, 2026 (Week 4)
Bible Story: Pentecost / Fruit of the Spirit • Acts 2:1-41 (supporting: Galatians 5:22-23)
Bottom Line: The Holy Spirit gives you joy.
Conversation Starter: When have you experienced joy in your life?

Monthly Memory Verse: Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will say it again. Be joyful! • Philippians 4:4 (NIrV)
LARGE GROUP

Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “What is up, everybody? Welcome to [Name of Environment]! We’ve been celebrating all month long, because we’re talking about the kind of joy that lasts—joy that comes from Jesus! Our theme this entire month has been, ‘Block Party: Celebrating Jesus and Joy That Never Ends!’
“Today we’re talking about one of the most exciting moments in the whole Bible—when God gave His followers a powerful gift. But before we get there … we’re starting with some of the questions you have
                            Question Time with the Kids 

Answer questions from Question Wheel,

Tell them to write down questions they may have, or they can just ask by raising their hands.
Let’s dive into some questions that you have!

WORSHIP
HOST: When we sing, we’re not just saying words, we’re thanking God for who He is and all the amazing things He’s done. So come on, let’s stand up, smile big, and sing out loud to show God how much we love Him!
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W4
AFTER BIBLE STORY
HOST: “As we wrap up today, here’s what I want you to walk away with: the Holy Spirit gives you joy—not the kind of joy that comes and goes or only shows up on the good days, but joy that lasts because God Himself is with you.

“When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, everything changed. The followers of Jesus were no longer confused or unsure. They were bold, confident, full of love, and full of power … because God was now inside of them, working. And the same is true for you. If you follow Jesus, His Spirit is alive in you, guiding you, helping you, strengthening you, and growing real fruit in your life.
“If you are a follower of Jesus, God Himself lives inside of you through His Spirit. You don’t go through life alone. So, go through life with Him. Talk to Him about everything. Ask Him to help you know what His voice sounds like, what His nudges in your heart feel like. He goes through everything with you, so ask Him to help you hear Him and understand Him when He is speaking!

“And as you go through life with Him, He will activate you to godliness, just like this slime got activated. 
“We aren’t doing life on our own; God Himself, the Holy Spirit, is with us, in us, helping us every step of the way. He goes with us through everything. And there is nothing more joyful than that!
“Let’s take a look at our Bottom Line one more time.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “The Holy Spirit gives you joy.
“Before we head to small groups, I want to leave you with one last question to think about.

SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “When have you experienced joy in your life?
“Maybe it was a moment when things worked out … or maybe it was a moment when they didn’t, but somehow, you still felt peace. Maybe it was during worship, or with your small group, or in a time when you needed help and God showed up.

“The joy the Holy Spirit brings goes deeper than feelings, deeper than circumstances, deeper than a good day or a bad day. So be honest in your small groups. Share some moments when you’ve felt joy, and even some moments when you haven’t, because both of them matter. And the Holy Spirit wants to meet you in all of them.
“Let’s pray together, friends.
Host does an Alter Call

HOST: Today, I want to give you a very special opportunity.

Do you know how much Jesus loves you?

Jesus loves you so much! He gave His life on the cross and came back to life so He can be with you forever.

He wants to be your best friend, your Savior, and help you every single day.

Maybe you feel something special in your heart right now.

That’s Jesus saying, ‘I love you. I want to be with you.’

You don’t have to be perfect or know everything.

You just need to say yes to Jesus.

If you’ve never asked Jesus to be your Savior, and you want to invite Him into your heart today, you can pray with me.

And if you’ve already done this before, you can pray again to remember how much He loves you.”
Salvation Prayer (Repeat After Me)
Dear Jesus,

Thank You for loving me.

Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins.

I believe You rose again and You are alive.

I want You to be my Savior and my best friend.

Come into my heart today.

Help me follow You every day.

I love You, Jesus.

Amen.
Thank You for showing us that Your love never runs out, that it’s powerful enough to heal, restore, and change lives. Help us be brave enough to reach out. Help us stay connected to You this week. Show us the people who need Your love. Give us the courage to be with the people who are left out this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
HOST: If you prayed that prayer for the first time today — we’re SO proud of you! That is the best decision you’ll ever make. Please let your leader know, because we want to celebrate with you and give you something special!

After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 
PRAYER

HOST: “Holy Spirit, thank You for being with us. We want to walk through life knowing that You are with us. Teach us how to listen to Your voice inside of us. We want Your fruit to grow in us—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Thank You for reminding us that we never have to do life alone. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
(Dismiss kids to small groups.)
SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 

1. Bible Story Extension
Talk about God | Bible Story Review

Made to Create

What You Need: 

· Bible

· “Pentecost Comic Strip” Activity Page 

· Coloring supplies
What You Do:
· Read Acts 2:1-4 out loud to the group. Explain that this is part of the story of what happened at Pentecost when God sent His Holy Spirit.
· Give each kid a comic strip page from the “Pentecost Comic Strip” Activity Page.
· Instruct the kids to draw the pictures for each panel.

· The captions should outline the story:

1. The disciples were waiting and praying together.

2. Suddenly, a sound like a mighty wind filled the house!

3. Something that looked like fire in the shape of tongues separated and came to rest on each of them.
4. They started speaking in different languages!

5. Peter told the crowd about Jesus.

6. 3,000 people decided to follow Jesus that day!

· Encourage the kids to be creative with how they show the wind and fire.

· Let them share their comics with a partner.

What You Say:
“Your comics really bring the story to life! Can you imagine being there? It must have been so amazing. The Holy Spirit gave the disciples power to do things they couldn’t do before—things like speaking new languages and being bold enough to preach to thousands. 
“That same Holy Spirit, God’s very Spirit, lives in us today! When you choose to follow Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside of you. But it takes practice to learn to listen and follow God’s Spirit. Sometimes the Holy Spirit speaks to you in nudges throughout your day, sometimes He brings words to your mind, sometimes He will make words in the Bible jump right off the page, and you know they’re just for you. Sometimes He speaks through worship song lyrics that shoot straight to your heart. 
“There are a lot of different ways that the God who goes with you everywhere will speak to you! He will send truths from heaven right to your heart! [Bottom Line] The Holy Spirit gives you joy.”
EveryChild Pro-Tips:
· Provide adaptive tools.

· Encourage kids to work in pairs and support one another.
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2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review

Made to Connect
What You Need: 

· No supplies needed

What You Do:

Ask:

· What’s the difference between being happy and having joy?

· What’s one thing you want to ask the Holy Spirit to help you with today?

· Before that Pentecost when God sent the Holy Spirit, the believers were waiting without knowing what would happen. How would YOU feel waiting for something God promised but didn’t explain?

· Why does God choose to work through us instead of doing everything Himself?
· Since the Holy Spirit lives in you as a follower of Jesus, what are some ways you hear His voice?
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