


She speaks with simplicity
and clarity,

yet with depth and
knowledge 

in conversation and sermon.
She is spiritual,

a listener,
who is empathetic &

intuitive.
She has warmth,

a sense of humor,
and an infectious laugh.

She is pastoral,
a bridge builder,
who is inclusive,

and mission oriented.
She is a trusted
administrator,
and delegator,

who is encouraging
and affirming.
- Becky Barefoot

Katie Buckley Harrington was born and raised in the small farming
town of Wilmington, Ohio, and was the oldest of three girls. She
grew up attending the Presbyterian Church of Wilmington and
learned how to love God and love neighbors by serving the
community there. During Katie’s senior year in high school, she
was a foreign exchange student in Upplands Väsby, Sweden, a
suburb of Stockholm, where she became fluent in Swedish. 

Katie attended The College of Wooster (Wooster OH) and majored
in Political Science and minored in English. She was also involved
in the Fighting Scots Marching Band, as well as Wooster Christian
Fellowship.

After college, Katie experienced a call to youth ministry and
attended Princeton Theological Seminary and received a dual
degree: M. Div. and M.A. in youth ministry. While there, she served
in youth ministry at several churches and did a chaplaincy
internship at CIncinnati Children’s Hospital.

Following seminary, and after telling God that she would serve a
church anywhere but in the South, Katie was called to South
Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, NC as the
Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry. There, she taught
Confirmation, led youth group, worked with the mission ministry,
and preached and led worship.

In 2015, Katie was called to Sardis Presbyterian Church, also in
Charlotte, to be their Associate Pastor for Families. The pastor of
twenty-seven years retired months after her ministry began, and
she took on the role of serving the church in many different
ministry areas, including membership, children’s ministry, faith
formation, preaching, teaching adult classes, leading the weekday
school through a time of transition and had the privilege of
offering pastoral care for many families. 

Katie has also served the presbytery in many ways, through
serving and leading the Committee on Preparation for Ministry,
the Presbytery Youth Council, the Anti-Racism Ministry Team, and
serving as Presbytery Moderator, among others.

In her free time, Katie enjoys running, practicing yoga, cheering on
her kids in their sports, and reading books, especially novels and
biographies. She also loves to take the family dog Tasha on long
walks. 

Katie looks forward to getting to know everyone at SACPC and
seeing how God will surprise and challenge us as we seek to follow
God’s call together in new and exciting ways!

KatieKatieAboutAbout
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ReflectionsReflections
Since at one time or another Katie has been the Associate Pastor for just about
everything, she really understands how all the parts of the Body of Christ fit
together and affect each other within a congregation, as we all work toward the
common goal of changing lives in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Katie has a sense for the best way to connect church members with opportunities
to live into their own callings for Christ. Her spirituality is always at the center of
every task she has had in front of her. The task always gets done to the glory of
God. Every time I hear her preach, I think, “I could listen to her every Sunday." I
remember filling out my first end of year evaluation for Katie 4 years ago and
writing back then...

Rev. Joe B. Martin
Head of Staff, Sardis Presbyterian Church, Charlotte 

She loves to collaborate with people and doesn’t think she has all the answers.
She wants people to “build the boat together, so they aren’t mad about the trip.”

Katie is very well-liked and respected by the staff. She keeps a great work/life
balance and notices when others may need it.

Jennifer Childers
 Chief Business Administrator, Sardis Presbyterian Church, Charlotte 

The church she serves now is one of the largest in the Presbytery; she is ready to
be a HOS. She has the gifts to be head of staff. The advantage of serving as an
associate is that you know how to treat other staff members. As a leader for the
Presbytery and its committees, she knows how to get things done. She is used to
dealing with tension and is willing to deal with conflict directly.

She’s balanced, she makes friends easily, and she is a happy person! We would
love to have Katie stay in our Presbytery, but she is ready to move up and is open
to something new.

Jan Edmiston
General Presbyter, Charlotte Presbytery



“I am called to serve a
congregation called by God

to gather together around
the font and Table in
worship, confessing,

claiming, and proclaiming
the grace God has given to
us in Jesus Christ. Through

its work and worship,
together we will find hope in
this hurting world and share

that hope with others. The
congregation should love

one another, love God, and
seek to put their faith into

action in the community,
embodying the challenge of

Micah 6:8, to do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly

with God.”
 

- Rev. Katie Harrington

Katie is a gifted preacher who loves designing rich worship
experiences. She prepares sermons often based on a lectionary
reading that challenges, and particularly loves Old Testament stories,
asking herself, “who can we be in this story?” She studies
commentaries and reflects on what is going on with both the
congregation and herself. Sometimes this reflecting happens while
she is running or walking her dog. Katie loves both traditional and
contemporary worship, and has much experience leading both. She
finds the praise songs in contemporary worship speak to her heart
and create an emotional response. In traditional worship she loves
the way theologically powerful hymns engage her mind. Katie
believes that the two worship styles can benefit by borrowing from
each other. 

She writes, “As we worship in person again, I have been continuously

challenged to pray and preach in creative ways that bring Scripture

to life and give hope and encouragement to God’s people and inspire

us all to action in God’s world.”

Katie is experienced in administering large, complex congregations.
She has served two distinguished terms as associate pastor, first at
South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church and most recently at Sardis
Presbyterian Church, both in Charlotte. In her seventeen years of
ministry with these large congregations she has gained much
experience leading worship, supervising education staff, leading
youth programming, leading both community outreach and world
missions, providing oversight for a weekday pre-school, and
delivering direct pastoral care as well as coordinating congregational
care and supervising parish aides. 

Katie says, “God has surprised me by calling me to serve large

congregations, and I value the collaboration of multiple staff in these

contexts, and the skills I have gained in leadership. I want to serve a

church where I can nurture the calls to ministry of other staff and

collaborate and learn from others as we seek to find and proclaim the

hope of Christ for the world. I am called to collaborate with a church

staff and congregation who are willing to work together to wrestle

with deep questions. And through the wrestling, adapt and pivot to

better be the church and the people God is calling us to be.”

We have found Rev. Katie Harrington to be a young person with an
“old soul.” With a contagious laugh and welcoming manner, her
warmth and honesty engaged us from the start. Little did we realize
that we would find ourselves in the circle of her pastoral care and
compassion when she arrived for her Wilmington interview during the
week that several of us were losing our dear friend Cliff. She drew out
of us many wonderful stories about our friend, and then asked to
pray for him, his family, and for us. That moment affirmed for us what
we had sensed from the beginning. In Katie we have found a true
pastor, a gifted and honest preacher, an experienced administrator,
and a woman whose love for Christ and his world is infectious. 
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The author of Hebrews proclaims: “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped
for, the conviction of things not seen.” With faith in the One who is not seen
but heard; with faith in the One who is the ground of all hope, and who is Love,
I confess my faith in the one triune God.

I believe in the almighty God who, out of nothing, created the heavens and the
earth and everything therein. Out of love, our sovereign God creates each and
every person in God’s own image and calls us into being and calls us good and
loves us. But as humans we still sin, both individually and corporately, and fall
away from this calling. But as the God of judgment and redemption, the Holy
One of Israel constantly acts with justice and mercy to redeem us. In steadfast
love, God was present with the Israelites as a pillar of cloud by day and pillar
of fire by night; present in the prophets’ proclamations of justice; in the
healings and words of Jesus; and the everlasting God is present with us today.

I believe in Jesus Christ, through whom God expressed the desire to be in
ultimate relationship with us. As the Word become flesh, Jesus came to earth
to reveal God’s love to humankind, to teach us how to live and love. Fully
human, Jesus walked among the people, dining with sinners and
understanding and feeling the pains and the joys of life. Fully God, Jesus
healed the sick and brokenhearted and proclaimed the kingdom of God. Dying
on the cross, Jesus took upon himself the sins and the pain of the world.
Rising again on the third day, Jesus accomplished victory over death and
gives us hope for the present, the future and life everlasting. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, God’s presence among us and within us, who
reveals God to us individually and through our interactions with one another.
The Spirit intercedes for us and inspires faith in us, calling us to worship and
serve God. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith and calls us to gather
with all believers in the body of Christ, the Church. Through Scripture, the
Spirit reveals to us who God is, what God has done, what God is doing, and
what God will do in the future. Scripture reveals to us the story of our
community—the people of God and inspires us to live as the Church.  
 

As the Church, we learn and respond to God’s calling in the community of
faith. Claimed by the Spirit in the waters of baptism, we are reminded of who
we are and to Whom we belong, and that we are forgiven and deeply loved. As
we partake of the bread and the cup in the Lord’s Supper, we are nourished
for the journey and participate in the spiritual reality of the kingdom of God.
As we are called to be the Church in the world, we live out lives inspired by the
Spirit, following in the footsteps of God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer
proclaiming and embodying the good news of the gospel to all people, caring
for the poor, feeding the hungry, and forgiving ourselves and one another. We
not only see and live out the kingdom of God now but also look forward to the
full realization of the kingdom in the future, praying with the saints of the past,
“Come Lord Jesus!”
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Max, 13
Max is 13 and in eighth grade. His favorite subject is

Math. Max likes to run, swim, and play video games

with his friends. His favorite parts of church are

Sunday school and fellowship. Max’s favorite foods

are gnocchi and ramen.

Todd 
Todd was born and raised in Charlotte North

Carolina. He went to Appalachian State University

and is in supervision for Merrill Lynch Investments,

overseeing alternative work locations for Financial

Advisors.Todd likes to fish, cycle, and be with his

family. His favorite foods are BBQ, cream beef gravy,

and a fresh tomato sandwich in the summer.

HARRINGTONHARRINGTONThe

Family

Josie, 10

Josie is 10 and in fifth grade. Her favorite subject is

Math. Josie likes to play softball and draw. Her

favorite part of church is Sunday School. Josie’s

favorite foods are mac’n’cheese and cheeseburgers.

Tasha, 4
Tasha is our four year old pit bull. She’s a rescue dog, and

loves to cuddle, but is afraid of lawn mowers, leaf

blowers, and motorcycles.



things to know about
the
Harrington Family

We love being outdoors!

We travel to Boyne Mountain, Michigan

nearly every winter to ski, snowboard, visit

family, and play in the snow!

Everyone’s least favorite chore is

putting away laundry.

Our extended family lives in

Greensboro NC, Cincinnati OH, Miami

FL, Adrian MI, and Conakry Guinea

(West Africa).

This summer, we discovered disc golfing as

our newest favorite family activity.

Last year, we started exploring thetrails on mountain bikes.
Fall and Spring weekends find us in the
bleachers at a softball field or on the

sidelines of a soccer pitch cheering on our
kids’ teams.

We are big sports fans: Charlotte Panthers,

Hornets, Checkers, and Knights and

University of Michigan football. Go Blue!

We have fallen in love with all

seasons at the Carolina coast.
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It has been a blessing to serve our church.


