ST. P Ak
e

CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Graceful Living

Monthly Newsletter of St. Paul Lutheran Church and Preschool
(]

115 Central Drive, Amherst, Ohio 44001
(440) 988-4157 www.stpaulamherst.com

Sunday Morning
Worship
Service

9:30 AM

Holy Communion
Every Sunday

Kids’ Church in
Worship Services
Sept-May

Worship
Livestream:
YouTube channel
“St Paul Amherst
Ohio”

Food Offering for
Second Harvest
1st Sunday of
every month

Church Office
Mon — Thurs
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
(440) 988-4157

Preschool
Mon. - Fri.
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Preschool Phone
(440) 988-5427

EEPASTOR

Dear People of St. Paul,

WATCH CLOSELY!

I checked the SPAM box in my email today. I found out that I am one of
20 lucky winners! T am excited to share with you the good news:

From: International Monetary Fund (IMF) Headquarters:
Washington, D.C, United States
Greetings From International Monetary Fund (IMF) and United States
Integration, | am hereby to inform you that an alert came to us today
from a United Nation Official through the help of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation {FBI} here in the United States. According to the
reporter, World bank organization together with United State
Embassy Nigeria, have approved to compensate 20 lucky
beneficiaries as a scam victim, and your email address was found
among the 20 lucky beneficiaries, meanwhile the fund will be
release this week as soon as the beneficiary meetup/comply with the
instruction/requirements such as your personal information and your
receiving method....

Next the email asked me to fill in all my personal information, and my bank
account numbers so that I could receive the promised gift. It sounds
tempting, since I have been the victim of scams before. So finally, someone
is going to compensate me for that misfortune.

The above scam attempt is blatant and obvious. Some are much more
subtle. Scams work because we don't look closely enough when someone
is telling us exactly what we want to hear.

No wonder God the Holy Spirit inspired St. Paul to write, “The time will
come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit
their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of
teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear” 2 Timothy 4:3. There
are plenty of teachers who will offer you an exciting and convenient path to
God. They promise, “No repentance required! Be you! Do you! And get
God too!”.

Don’t make the mistake. “Watch your ... doctrine closely” 1 Timothy 4:16. It
is for this reason that Sunday sermons right now are dedicated

to discovering “What's the Difference?” We are examining other religious beliefs that are not based on
God’s Word in the Bible. My hope and prayer is not only that we will be able to spot the
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“scam” of false religions, but also that we will all be more dedicated to knowing, growing in, and
sharing with our community the truths that Lutheran Christianity are based upon.

Join us on Sunday mornings, 9:30 am, at St. Paul each week remaining this summer for “What's
the Difference?” And since we have already covered Islam, Hinduism, and Judaism in recent weeks,
you can catch up on those you missed at St. Paul’s YouTube channel.

We thank God for the special blessing we have received, passed down to us, in the clear teaching
of God’s grace given to us at Christ's expense. This is always a message that is desperately needed in
our community today, and in our families.

See you on Sunday, Pastor Paul

SOWHATS
THE ——

DIFFERENCE?

x @ ® ¢ @

This summer at St. Paul we’re exploring other Faiths, and discovering what makes
Lutheran Christianity Unique, Precious, and Needed in this community.
Join us for each sermon at St. Paul, Sundays @ 9:30 AM.
Sun. Aug. 16 Jehovah's Witnesses. Sun. Aug. 23 Catholicism
Sun. Aug. 30: Reformed Christian (Including Mega-Church) Sun. Sept. 6: Mormonism

Kids’ Church in 10am Worship Services WORSHIP WITH US @ ST. PAUL’S ON-
has ended for the season. Kids’ Church will be LINE -- St. Paul's 9:30 AM worship service
back in September. is live-streamed on Sunday mornings. Go

to the church website
(www.stpaulamherst.com) and click on the
Live-Stream banner on the home page.
Recordings of the worship services remain
on-line after the livestream for viewing
anytime.

Romans 10:9
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A FOUR WEEK TEACHING SERIES BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 20 AT ST. PAUL

All'Rinds of:
'PRAYER

“Praying at all times in the spirit

with all manner of prayer..
Ephesians 6:18

Join us Sundays @ 9:30Awm, starting September 20" as we explore the multifaceted nature
of prayer. Move beyond a one-size-fits-all approach to prayer and discover the full toolkit
God has given us to communicate with Him. This series will stretch and strengthen your
prayer life, not out of obligation, but out of the growing conviction that talking to God is the
most powerful thing any of us can do.

<) l'b

A
Worship TIME OF GRACE
Anew IT ALL STARTS NOW
This weekly broadcast over regular TV is Time of Grace is a Lutheran broadcast
from our own denomination, the Lutheran from Appleton, Wisconsin. You can now
Church — Missouri Synod. You'll find it watch where you want, when you want,
now on YouTube, so you can watch and how you want. Down load the app to
worship anytime. Just search YouTube your phone. Or watch from Roku, Apple
for “Worship Anew.” TV, or Fire TV. You can also go to

YouTube and search “Time of Grace” to
find their channel with so much content!

DAILY DEVOTIONAL

Connect with God each day

There are several options for devotlons emalled to you each day.
Check these out.

1. Lutheran Hour Daily Devotions are emailed to you conveniently and free. This option
has a button you can click to HEAR each day’s devotion — great for those with sight problems,
or for listening in the car. Sign up at www.lhm.org/dailydevotions

2. Grace Moments daily devotions are very good, free, and emailed to your phone, tablet, or
computer. Sign up at www.timeofgrace.org/moments
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Happy Times is a simple, easy-to-use resource to help families with preschool school-
aged children share faith in Christ at home. Happy Times is full of age-appropriate stories,
games, puzzles, and activities. Booklets are free, and the August / September edition is
available today on the resource wall in the lower narthex/lobby.

GROW IN FAITH TOGETHER - Come and see Jesus’ life and ministry through the Bible
Book of Luke. Join us for the chapter 24 of Luke that describe Jesus’ appearing after His
Easter resurrection victory. Grab a cup of coffee and join us upstairs Sundays at 10:45 Am.
All welcome! e Bible Study e Discussion e Fellowship

Tuesday Morning Bible Study - Join us as we pick up in the exciting book of Joshua
on Tuesday August 11 10AM. You will gain faith and courage for living as we see people
long ago trust God for the impossible and discover God always works to rescue His people.
You’ll meet some friends, find encouragement, and grow in faith. We meet in the upper
level. You don’t have to be a Bible scholar. Everyone is welcome! On Tuesday September
18t this group will start an hour later, at 11:00am.

Women’s Bible Study Group — August 25" @ 6:30 PM in St. Paul’s parsonage,
next door. You’ll make wonderful friends, grow in faith, and engage in caring lively
discussion about living everyday as a Christian and woman.

Brotherhood, Bibles, & Brew Hey guys, the next BBB meeting will be on Thursday,
August 13, 2026, at 6:30 Pm at Ghost Tree Micro-brewery, 300 Church Street, Amherst. All
men interested in a lively Christian conversation is welcome. Bring a friend.

Sunday, October 4th V'LUNTEER
@ 9:30am pREC T][
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Takeyour NextStep!

4 wd:d
a newlre

with God

Investigate a life of faith in Jesus.

NEW LIFE WITH GOD is a seminar which offers adults a great foundation for faith and living.
This is for adults who want to find out more about our beliefs before committing to getting involved
in St. Paul. This is a great seminar for couples who have different Church backgrounds to find
out the differences between Lutherans and other church groups. New Life With God is also a
great seminar for anyone to gain a renewed Faith foundation if you haven’t investigated our
beliefs since being a young man or woman getting confirmed. There’s no obligation to St. Paul by
participating in New Life With God, however, the door to
. church membership is open to anyone who completes this
Wednesday evenings seminar. There is no memorization, no cost — just come, ask
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM questions, and let's discuss faith and life. There are eight
Starts September 23,2026  gggsjons. Pastor Paul is leading the discussions. Join Us!

DivorceCare is a safe place where caring

= i people come alongside you as you find healing
- from one of life’s most difficult experiences —
o the pain of separation or divorce. At this 13-
. L ..\..u.l‘didl\\nunn\tM

week program, you'll find helpful counsel to
manage the emotional turmoil and practical
tools for decision-making.

Who: People experiencing divorce or separation

When: Sundays, August 16 — November 8. 2:00pm — 4:00pm
Where: St. Paul Lutheran Church

Cost: $20 Includes workbook. (scholarships are available)

[ DIVORCE

Topics We Cover in DivorceCare

Week 1 - Deep Hurt Week 8 - Financial and Legal Issues
Week 2 - Road to Recovery Week 9 - Conflict

Week 3 - Anger Week 10 - Forgiveness

Week 4 - Grief and Depression  Week 11 - Your Former Spouse
Week 5 - Loneliness Week 12 - Single Living

Week 6 - Fears and Anxiety Week 13 - Brighter Days
Week 7 - Family and Friends

REGISTER: www.DivorceCare.org/groups/256717
Questions: (Email) DivorceCare@stpaulamherst.com
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St. Paul, Amherst Fellowship Team Invites You to Join Them

{ | CREATION
ARK MUSEUM

ENCOUNTER

October 20 -22, 2026

ARK Encounter & Creation Museum trip - Yes, the trip is still “ON.” You can still
join the group and come along with St. Paul to see the life-size replica of Noah’s Ark and the
Creation Museum. The trip is October 20 -22, 2026. The trip includes top-quality
motorcoach transportation, 2 night’s lodging at Hampton Inn, breakfasts & dinners, tickets to
the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum, luggage handling, meal gratuities and taxes, and
a Riverboat cruise with dinner and entertainment. Cost is $629 per person (based on double
occupancy hotel room; single occupancy +$170.). Deposit of $25. is due asap, payable by
check to “St. Paul Lutheran Church” and memo: ARK. Detailed information is available, so
please pick up a flier on this trip today on the Information Counter in the

narthex. Balance due on September 1,2026 Forinformation and reservations
contact Wanda Aschenbach (440/935-3863).

ST. PAUL PRESCHOOL

Hello and Happy Summer! While we have taken some time off to rest from a
wonderful school year, preschool has not left our minds as we continue to work to make the
next year even better. We have exciting news in our classroom as we welcome our new
teacher aide, Angela Zanni, who will be joining us in the Tuesday/ Thursday class! Ms.
Angela’s own children have attended our program, so she is eager to come back to a
familiar place.

This year’s enroliment is looking great as the Tuesday-Thursday class is full, with a
waitlist started. The Monday-Wednesday-Friday class is just about full as well with just a few
spots open. We are excited to welcome back our families returning from last year as well as
all the new families that join our program. We look forward to a fun and exciting year!
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We are so grateful for all the ways all of you have helped make our classroom a
success! We feel so blessed to have been given items from our wish list last year and it
helped us so much! If you would like to help our classroom this year, here is the link to our
Amazon Wishlist. https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/1GN63DX7XEOIV?ref =wl share

Thank you so very much!

BIBLE DONATION REQUEST

Our preschool is looking to gift our new students with Children’s Bibles to help our students
grow in God’s word. If you’d be willing to donate $11, we would be so grateful for your
generosity. Please make checks payable to St. Paul Lutheran Preschool putin an
envelope mark preschool and put in the preschool or Judy Bloom'’s mailbox in the narthex.

Your gift will help nurture the faith of our youngest learners and place God’s love into little
hands and hearts. Thank you for supporting our preschool ministry and keeping our children
in your prayers!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026
4 3:00PM-5:30PM

/l" S S Bes ﬁ;;,"
Everyone is lmnted'

115 Central Dr, Amherst, OH 44001
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NON-PERISHABLE FOOD GATHERING

Sunday September 6
Second Harvest Food Bank helps families all over metro-Cleveland
get the nutritious food they need. You can bring non-perishable
groceries the 18T Sunday of the month. Place them in the
receptacle just inside the main church doors.

&=
Feeding the
Community

Praise God! for his blessing of “Wonderfully Made”
Summer J.A.M.

St. Paul's Summer Kids’ & Family event was on Saturday August
1st, Our goal for Summ J.A.M was to share with kids that God has
made them unique preciously valuable to
Him. He loves them so much that the Father even sent His Son,
Jesus, to make them His now and forever.
We created an afternoon filled with sharing the message of God'’s creative goodness.
Jungle Bob did a wonderful show of live animals from around the world. Kids made creation
themed crafts, got water tattoos which turned their faces into the faces of tigers and lynxes.
The rain held off, and our servant volunteers were amazing. While we planned and prayed
for more children to attend, still God gave us many new guests with whom we shared our
amazing God.

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who served in anyway, and for all our people who
donated supplies!

Looking to the
Future of St. Paul Lutheran Church

Praying and Planning

Congregations like St. Paul are facing circumstances and challenges that we did not
know a few decades ago. Worship attendance each Sunday is decreasing as some
members fall away from faith in Christ and church involvement. Other members simply
worship regularly but less frequently. Our country has changed so that fewer people are
Christian than once was the case in America. Many congregations like St. Paul have lower
attendance, decreased offerings, fewer children and youth, and predominately an aging
membership.

St. Paul's Board of Directors has been studying the trends at St. Paul and looking for
guidance. We must praise God for many, many blessings He has given this congregation.
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St. Paul has wonderful, faithful, generous people. The worship services and Bible study
groups continue to proclaim Jesus our Savior. New members continue to join St. Paul.
First-time guests have been worshipping and many staying. The building and grounds are
well kept with no major concerns. Members volunteer to serve. St. Paul does many events
trying to reach out. The Preschool continues to have two morning classes which are full.
More children and adults have been brought to faith in Christ through the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism than in recent years. The community is growing with new homes being built
constantly, and new housing developments. New people are being placed within the area
St. Paul can minister to them. God has blessed and continues to bless St. Paul Lutheran
Church.

While Sunday worship services feel full and have a joyful, energetic spirit of worship,
the number of people worshipping each Sunday continues to decline slowly year after year.
Our analysis tells us that on average sixty-seven people worship on any given Sunday. Of
those members who do attend worship, St. Paul has dedicated saints who attend regularly
while most worship only four times per year, yielding an average worship attendance of
twenty-six, half of the Sundays of the year.

The average age of St. Paul members is seventy years old. This means that half of
our people are age 70 and older, while half are younger. The concern is that given the
average life expectancy, it appears that within twenty years half of the current active
members will be in heaven and the congregation will be half the current number of people.
That prospect causes concern because half the current volunteer servants, and half the
number donors will be a very difficult situation.

These “doom and gloom” trends and forecasts will only hold true IF (1) St. Paul is
unwilling to change, and (2) if the congregation does not turn to rely on God alone
who is more than able to bless and strengthen a ministry to reach the lost.

In recent years St. Paul has tried to refocus the ministry of the church to reach
children and families with the Gospel, see them come to faith and engage in the church.
The ministries and those members who serve in them are good, yet they haven'’t yielded the
results hoped for in growing numbers of people. Many of them rely on the pastor for
leadership. As St. Paul members are aging the pastor’s time is consumed with hospital and
home-bound visits, caring for those dying and those grieving. A different approach to
renewal for the future of the church is needed.

Your Board of Directors has been talking to a consulting group called “Five-Two.”
Five-Two is a Lutheran group that has helped congregations like ours develop a way of
engaging our people and reaching out into the surrounding community. The Strategic
Growth Process is an intensive two-year process that helps congregations like ours focus on
who in our community we are trying to reach for Jesus, better understand them, and target
ministries to them.

Your Board of Directors has interviewed five congregations who have undergone the
Strategic Growth Process with Five-Two. Our interviews reveal that engaging Five-Two is
not a “silver bullet” which turns trends around. The congregations do not report rapid growth
in numbers of people. Instead, the process changes the way a congregation does ministry
to reach out. Ministry gets narrowed from many events, to fewer focused events, filled with
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prayer and with Christ-like compassion. The congregations grow to be more intentional.
The growth in numbers of people is left to God to work in people’s hearts.

Since this is such an important matter, your Board of Directors would like to inform
the congregation. The Chairman, Vice-Chair and Pastor have called a Town Hall meeting to
be held on Sunday, August 23™ at 10:45am in St. Paul’'s worship sanctuary. No voting will
occur as this is a Town Hall and not a Voters’ Assembly meeting. The purpose is to
communicate with you, the people of St. Paul, what trends we see, and what a two-year
Strategic Growth Process would involve. The process is expensive, and while St. Paul has
the money from a bequest, still, you the people should be included in prayerful
consideration.

We hope you will attend the Town Hall meeting with a spirit desiring to see the
ministry of St. Paul to reach people with Jesus for generations to come. Information on the
Town Hall meeting is below.

Special

Congregational Meeting TOWN HALL MEETING

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026
10:45 AM
ST. PAUL WORSHIP SANCTUARY
We will share the data that maps trends in our
congregation, what it indicates, and the
prospect of entering a two-year intensive
Strategic Growth Process. We invite your
prayerful concern and attendance.

Our Savior’s Life in Stained Glass
The first window is in!

Come and see it.

A Series of Six Stained Glass Windows

Complimenting the “Christ Praying in Gethsemane” window
Above the Altar,

Funded by Grateful Donors In Memory of Loved Ones
Upon St. Paul’s 150th Anniversary

Providing needed Energy-Efficient windows.

The artist is currently working on windows capturing Jesus’ Baptism, His
ministry, and His crucifixion. Memorial gifts are still welcome towards the creation of
the windows picturing Jesus’ Easter resurrection, and His Ascension to heaven. You
are invited to give a lasting gift to God, beautify our worship sanctuary, and
memorialize a loved one who has gone ahead to heaven. An information brochure is
at the Information Counter detailing this project to replace the worn-out side windows
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in the sanctuary with beautiful stained glass that tells the story of our salvation.
Please pick up a brochure if you haven’t seen one.

Since announcing the program in September 2025, funds for the first window
have been secured, the contract signed with the art studio, Azure Stained Glass, and
the Birth of Christ window is in production. Members of St. Paul have enthusiastically
embraced this program and have been donating generously for the stained glass
windows. Gifts being received now are for the 5" window out of the set of 6 windows!

It will take some time for the art studio to produce each unique window. Still,
we are eager to see the first done, installed, and dedicated to God'’s glory.

You have the opportunity to participate in beautifying St. Paul’s worship
sanctuary. Memorials given in memory of a loved one are welcome, in any amount.
Donations may be given by individuals, or groups, for example, “from the Johnson
family.” Donors may remember their loved one with an inscription of a loved-one’s
name on our wall plaque entitled, “Life of our Savior Stained Glass Windows have
been Given in Memory of ....”

Your gifts may be given to “St. Paul Lutheran Church” and please add the note
“for stained glass windows project.” We will then contact you to discuss if your gift is in
memory of a loved one and whom you would like memorialized. You may give via
check, or through the church web site you may give by credit card or EFT.

The windows will enhance worship and serve the congregation for generations
to come.

Studies not only suggests that generous people are
& ﬂ happier, they suggest that just planning to be generous

increases happiness. God’s Word says to us in Acts

20:35, it truly is “more blessed to give than to receive.”
Why not decide now that today you are going to give

GenerositY and serve at a new level. And by the way, one of the
most common end-of-life regrets is not being more
generous.

WE THANK GOD FOR PAST MEMBERS OF FORESIGHT!

The Air Conditioning unit that cools the worship sanctuary has failed. It must be
replaced immediately. The cost is more than $25,000!

In most congregations a repair that costly would be a crisis. Ministry programs would
be cut and maybe staff laid-off. Leaders would appeal to members to give to pay for the
urgent need. The people would have to hold bake sales and suppers to raise the funds
needed.

At St. Paul we have a unique blessing. Members past had the foresight to realize the
need for practical matters like this. Caring saints gave stock to St. Paul which has matured
over many years. The result is an endowment that funds crises like this air conditioning
system wearing out, and replacing the old heating boiler last year. With the funds available,
the congregation’s Board of Directors was able to approve the purchase so that the A/C will
be replaced without the congregation being disrupted.

Like all blessings, we sinful humans can turn it to something harmful for us. See the
Potent Quote at the end of this newsletter. We have the capacity to turn a blessing like this
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into self-reliance which may lead us to cease relying of God desperately for every need.
This, of course, is not the intent.

Did you know that you too can be a member of St. Paul with foresight? When we
realize that all we have belongs to God, and is only entrusted to our care to be used for
building His kingdom, then our generosity grows. You too can give stock, assets, required
distributions, life insurance, and cash to be added to St. Paul's endowment. Your gifts can
bless the congregation so that your children, grand-children, great-grand-children, and many
others can hear and believe in the Gospel of God’s forgiving love in Jesus Christ, and the
ministry continue strong right here in Amherst. Simply contact the church office and we will
help you.

The Buildings and Facilities Committee
is pleased to share an update on our recent
activities and ongoing progress. Over the past
several months, we have received a substantial
number of responses to both the interior and
exterior surveys. Your feedback has been
invaluable, and we extend our sincere gratitude to
everyone who took the time to share their
comments and opinions. Each response is helping us shape a comprehensive plan that
addresses the diverse needs and aspirations of our congregation.

We are now in the final stages of preparing our plans and anticipate presenting them to the
congregation during the fall. The proposed improvements include re-painting the parking lot
to enhance safety and visibility, upgraded landscaping and signage to create a more inviting
exterior, as well as painting select interior areas for a refreshed look. Additionally, we are
planning to improve the welcome area, install new pew cushions for greater comfort, and
most importantly, introduce a new kneeling communion rail with thoughtful enhancements to
the altar area and back wall.

These recommendations are designed to enrich the welcoming atmosphere of our church
and foster a sense of community and belonging. We are confident that these enhancements
will benefit everyone and look forward to sharing more details in the coming months. Thank
you once again for your engagement and support as we move forward together.

Four Simple Habits That Help Guests Feel Like They Belong
Church members like us often assume hospitality requires a complicated strategy. The truth
is much simpler. Guests rarely remember elaborate programs. They remember how people
made them feel. Here are four habits you and all of our people can begin practicing
immediately.

paying attention. Look for the person standing alone. Look
for confusion and uncertainty. People who feel seen begin

1. Notice before you’re needed. Hospitality starts by @
relaxing almost immediately.
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2. Slow down. Hurried people rarely build meaningful relationships. Slow
conversations create lasting impressions.

3. Remove confusion. Guests shouldn’t have to guess where to park, where children
go, or where restrooms are located. Clear directions reduce anxiety and help people
focus on worship instead of logistics.

4. Make it personal. Learn names, ask questions, and remember details. People don’t
return because they attended an event. They return because someone remembered
them.

Hospitality Is Built One Sunday at a Time. None of these habits require additional staff.
They simply require all of us to be intentional. As those habits become consistent, they
begin shaping the loving and welcoming character of this body of Christ, St. Paul.

Sharing the Good News Far and Wide

Communications Ministry Update

Over the past year, from July 1st, 2025 to June 30th, 2026, our church has been hard
at work spreading the message of Jesus across a variety of platforms. We are excited to
share some encouraging numbers that show just how far our message has reached.

el

=)

On Facebook, our posts received an incredible 352,000 views
and 8,400 engagements, and we welcomed 21 new followers to our
online community. Our YouTube channel also saw great growth, with
106,400 views, over 1,100 hours of content watched, and 173 new
subscribers joining in the journey. In the last 90 days alone,
Instagram brought in 5,000 views and 164 interactions, helping us
connect with members old and new. And since launching on TikTok
on June 19th, we've already seen 8,600 views and 387 likes—a
fantastic start on a fresh platform!

These numbers are more than just statistics; they represent
lives touched and hearts inspired as we share the love and teachings
of Jesus beyond our church walls. We have also noticed a
meaningful correlation between our online presence and increased
attendance at Sunday services, both in person and through our YouTube livestream. It's
clear that our communication efforts are making a real difference in our community and
beyond.

As we reflect on the remarkable growth and meaningful connections forged over the
past year, it is clear our efforts have touched countless lives within our church and beyond.
Through every view, interaction, and shared message, we have sown seeds of hope and
faith in the wider community. We look forward to continuing our mission, confident that
together, we will shine the light of Jesus ever more brightly in the world.
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Memorials

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Gerri Deidrick who passed away
peacefully on July 12, 2026. Christian burial was held on Saturday, July 18, 2026 at Ridge
Hill Memorial Park, Amherst.

Gifts given in memory of Gerri were given to the Stained Glass Window Fund by Jeff &
Sandy Binggeli, Christa Josupeit, Lydia Rice, Lil Hamilton, Marilyn Hubbard, William Keesor.

FORGETTABLE FACT
A bank in Italy accepts whole wheels of authentic Parmesan cheese as collateral for business
loans and stores them in high-security vaults.

POTENT QUOTES
“Let a Christian be but two or three years without affliction, and he is almost good for
nothing.” — John Flavel, 1678

CLOSING PRAYER
"Lord, | bring the poverty of my soul to be transformed by your beauty; the wildness of my
passions to be tamed by your love; the stubbornness of my will to be conformed by your
commandments and the yearnings of my heart to be renewed by your grace; both now and
forever more. Amen.” -- Catherine of Genoa - 1447-1510

PARTING SHOT
A church was trying to raise money for a new building. The pastor announced to the
congregation that whoever gave the most money to the building fund would be able to pick
out three hymns for the Sunday service. A week later, the pastor announced the results of
the fundraising campaign. “l am happy to announce that we have raised enough money for
the new building,” he said. “And | want to thank the person who gave the most money, Mrs.
Johnson. Now, Mrs. Johnson, please come forward and pick out your three hymns.” Mrs.
Johnson walked to the front of the church and looked out at the congregation. “I'll take him,
him, and him,” she said, pointing to three young men in the front row.

LUTHER/:I\Iq '
CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
115 Central Drive, Amherst, Ohio 44001
Church/Office: 440-988-4157 Fax: 440-988-5436
E-Mail: churchoffice@stpaulamherst.com
Church Website: stpaulamherst.com
Rev. Paul G. Werner, Pastor - Office: (440)988-4157 Cell: (586)201-3302
Judy Bloom - Church Office Administrator
Don Hammond - Director of Communications
Tracie Heuring -Director of Preschool

Owen Reyda - Director of Music Ministries
Mike Warnock - Director of Worship Technology
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