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WEEK 1 - In the Beginning - The Bible DNA  
Created for Covenant & Kingdom 

Genesis 1 & 2 reveals more than the story of creation—it reveals God’s design for humanity. 
From the very beginning, God created people for two foundational purposes: Covenant — 
relationship and communion with God 

Kingdom — responsibility, stewardship, and participation in God’s rule


Day 1 — Created by a Relational God 
Scripture: Read Genesis 1:1–5, 26–27 “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness…” 
— Genesis 1:26


The opening chapter of Genesis introduces a God who speaks, creates, blesses, and shares 
Himself. Humanity is not an accident or merely another creature in creation. We are uniquely 
made in the image of God.

The language “Let ‘us’ make mankind” hints at divine fellowship within God Himself. Humanity 
was created from relationship and for relationship. Before humans were given tasks, they were 
given identity. And so…

COVENANT BEGINS WITH BELONGING.

God’s desire was never simply obedience from humanity—it was communion with humanity. 
You were made to know God personally, reflect His character, and live in closeness with Him.


What does it mean to you personally to be made in the image of God?  How does your 
understanding of God change when you see Him as relational rather than distant?  In what 
ways do people seek identity apart from God?  How would your daily life change if you truly 
believed you were created for communion with God?


Prayer Focus: Pray for a deeper awareness that your identity is rooted in being created and 
loved by God. Ask Him to restore intimacy where distance or distraction has grown.


Day 2 — Blessed With Purpose 
Scripture: Read Genesis 1:28–31 “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 
it.” — Genesis 1:28


Immediately after creating humanity, God gives responsibility. Humanity was commissioned to 
steward creation and participate in God’s ordering of the world. This is the foundation of 
Kingdom.

Kingdom is not about power for selfish gain; it is about representing God’s rule in the world. 
Adam and Eve were called to cultivate, multiply, govern wisely, and extend the goodness of 
Eden outward. Notice the order:  1. God creates relationship.  2. Then God gives responsibility.

KINGDOM FLOWS FROM COVENANT 
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Many people try to earn worth through achievement, productivity, or control. But Genesis 
reminds us that purpose comes after identity. We do not work “for” God’s acceptance—we 
work “from” God’s acceptance.


Why is it important that God blessed humanity before giving them responsibility?  How can 
responsibility become unhealthy when disconnected from relationship with God?  What areas 
of your life has God entrusted to your stewardship?  What does it look like to represent God 
well in your work, family, or community?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to help you steward your responsibilities faithfully without losing 
intimacy with Him. Pray for wisdom to reflect His character in every sphere of influence.


Day 3 — The Garden and the Presence of God 
Scripture: Read Genesis 2:4–15  “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and take care of it.” — Genesis 2:15 

Genesis 2 slows the story down and becomes deeply personal. God forms Adam from the dust 
and breathes life into him. Humanity is not mass-produced; humanity is personally fashioned 
by God. Then God places Adam in a garden. The garden represents both Covenant and 
Kingdom: 1) It is a place of relationship with God. 2) It is a place of meaningful responsibility.

Work existed before sin entered the world. Responsibility itself is not a curse. God designed 
meaningful labor as part of human flourishing. But Adam’s work was never meant to replace 
God’s presence. The garden was sacred space—a place where work and worship existed 
together.


Our culture often separates spirituality from ordinary life, but Genesis shows that God intended 
His presence to shape all of life.  How does it affect your perspective to know that work existed 
before the Fall?  What responsibilities in your life feel sacred rather than merely stressful?  
Where do you most sense God’s presence in your daily routine? How can ordinary tasks 
become acts of worship?


Prayer Focus: Pray that God would help you recognize His presence in everyday life. Ask Him 
to transform your work, routines, and responsibilities into places of communion with Him.


Day 4 — Freedom, Trust, and Obedience 
Scripture: Read Genesis 2:16–17  “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden…” — 
Genesis 2:16


God gives Adam freedom, abundance, and one boundary. Covenant relationship always 
includes trust. Love without choice is not love at all. The command regarding the tree was not 
merely about restriction—it was about whether humanity would trust God’s wisdom and 
authority.

KINGDOM RESPONSIBILITY REQUIRES COVENANT TRUST. 
God’s boundaries are not evidence of His cruelty but expressions of His care. Humanity was 
invited to live under God’s wisdom rather than define good and evil independently.  Even today, 
much of our struggle comes from wanting Kingdom authority without Covenant dependence. 
We want control without surrender. But true life is found when responsibility remains rooted in 
trust and obedience to God.


Why do you think God allowed the possibility of disobedience?  How do boundaries reveal 
trust in a relationship?  Where are you tempted to define good and evil on your own terms?  
What would deeper trust in God look like in your current season?
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Prayer Focus:  Ask God to strengthen your trust in His wisdom and goodness. Pray for 
humility to surrender areas where you resist His leadership.


Day 5 — Created for Communion and Co-Laboring 
Scripture: Read Genesis 2:18–25  “It is not good for the man to be alone.” — Genesis 2:18


For the first time in creation, something is declared “not good.” Humanity was not designed for 
isolation. And so, God creates Eve as a partner in both Covenant and Kingdom. Together, 
humanity would reflect God’s image, cultivate creation, and live in relationship with Him.

Genesis ends with harmony:

Humanity in right relationship with God

Humanity in right relationship with one another

Humanity faithfully carrying responsibility


This is the picture of flourishing. The story of Scripture will later reveal how sin damages both 
Covenant and Kingdom. Relationship with God becomes fractured, and responsibility becomes 
distorted into domination, pride, and toil. Yet even in Genesis, we see God’s original intention: 
people walking with Him and participating in His purposes. THAT CALLING STILL REMAINS!


Why is community essential to God’s design for humanity?  How do relationships help shape 
both spiritual growth and responsibility?  In what ways has sin distorted either Covenant or 
Kingdom in your life?  Where might God be inviting you into deeper communion and greater 
responsibility?


Prayer Focus: Thank God for creating you for relationship and purpose. Pray for restored 
intimacy with Him and renewed faithfulness in the responsibilities He has entrusted to you.


Closing Reflection 
Genesis 1–2 teaches us that humanity was created for both:

Covenant — walking with God

Kingdom — working with God

When either is neglected, life becomes distorted:


KINGDOM WITHOUT COVENANT BECOMES STRIVING. 
COVENANT WITHOUT KINGDOM BECOMES PASSIVE SPIRITUALITY. 

God’s design is both intimacy and mission. You were made to live in His presence and 
participate in His purposes.


WEEK 2 - Trouble in Paradise - Covenant & Kingdom in the Fall 

Genesis 3 is not simply the story of humanity “breaking a rule.” It is the story of Covenant being 
fractured and Kingdom being distorted. 
Humanity was created to: 1) Walk with God in trust and intimacy (Covenant) 2) Rule under God 
with wisdom and stewardship (Kingdom). The temptation in Eden was ultimately about whether 
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humans would trust God’s definition of good and evil or seize the authority to define it for 
themselves. 

This week’s study explores how sin damaged both relationship and responsibility—and why the 
knowledge of good and evil was so detrimental. 

Day 1 — The Serpent and the Distortion of Trust 
Scripture: Read Genesis 3:1–5 “Did God really say…?” — Genesis 3:1

The serpent’s first attack was not against humanity’s behavior—it was against humanity’s trust 
in God. Notice the progression: 1) Question God’s Word 2) Distort God’s character 3) Promise 
autonomy from God

The serpent implies that God is withholding something good. The temptation was not merely to 
eat fruit; it was to reject dependence on God and seek wisdom apart from Him. This strikes 
directly at Covenant. Covenant relationship depends on trust. Adam and Eve already had 
everything they needed in God’s presence, but the serpent convinced them that intimacy with 
God was not enough.


The promise “you will be like God” is deeply ironic because humanity was already made in 
God’s image. The temptation was not becoming like God in character—it was becoming like 
God in authority. They wanted the right to determine reality for themselves. Why Was the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil Dangerous?  The issue was not intellectual awareness alone. God 
Himself knows good and evil perfectly. The danger was humanity taking upon themselves the 
authority to define good and evil independently from God.


Before the Fall: Good was what aligned with God’s nature, and Evil was rejected because God 
rejected it.


After the Fall: Humanity would decide for themselves and morality became self-centered 
rather than God-centered


The tree represented moral autonomy. Humanity was never designed to carry the burden of 
being its own ultimate authority.


Why do you think the serpent attacked God’s character before attacking obedience?  How do 
people today redefine good and evil apart from God?  What areas of your life are hardest to 
surrender to God’s wisdom?  Why is autonomy so appealing to human nature?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to strengthen your trust in His character and wisdom. Pray for 
discernment against voices that distort who God is. 

Day 2 — When Desire Overrides Trust 

Scripture: Read Genesis 3:6  “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 
food and pleasing to the eye…” — Genesis 3:6
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Sin often begins when desire becomes disconnected from trust in God. Eve’s progression 
reveals how temptation works: 1) Physical appetite (“good for food”) 2) emotional attraction 
(“pleasing to the eye”) 3) prideful ambition (“desired for gaining wisdom”)

The fruit symbolized more than rebellion. It symbolized humanity grasping for wisdom without 
dependence on God. Kingdom responsibility was meant to flow from Covenant intimacy. But 
Adam and Eve reversed the order. They sought authority apart from relationship.


The tragedy is that they exchanged communion with God for self-rule. We still struggle with 
this today. We often want: Freedom without surrender, Wisdom without obedience, Authority 
without accountability, Kingdom power without Covenant relationship. 

But separation from God does not produce freedom—it produces fragmentation.

Which aspect of temptation feels most familiar to you: appetite, attraction, or pride?  Why does 
self-rule seem appealing even when it damages us?  How can good desires become 
dangerous when separated from trust in God?  What responsibilities become distorted when 
disconnected from intimacy with God?


Prayer Focus:  Pray for wisdom to recognize temptation before it takes root. Ask God to 
realign your desires with His purposes.


Day 3 — The Immediate Fracture of Covenant 

Scripture: Read Genesis 3:7–13 “Then the eyes of both of them were opened…” — Genesis 
3:7


The serpent promised enlightenment, but what Adam and Eve experienced was shame. The 
“knowledge of good and evil” immediately produced shame, fear, hiding, and  blame. This 
reveals something profound:

HUMANITY WAS NEVER MEANT TO CARRY MORAL INDEPENDENCE APART FROM GOD. 
The moment they seized autonomy, Covenant fractured.

Before sin, they were naked and unashamed, fully known and fully secure. But after sin they 
hide from each other, they hide from God, and they protect themselves through blame.

Sin damages relationship at every level. 


Even so, God still comes looking for them. “Where are you?”  God’s question is not 
informational—it is relational. Even after rebellion, God pursues humanity.


Expanding the Idea of “Knowing Good and Evil” 
The phrase implies experiential (knowing) knowledge, not merely intellectual knowledge. 
Meaning…Humanity moved from: Innocent trust of God, to an experiential participation in evil.

It is similar to the difference between knowing about disease and becoming infected by it

Adam and Eve did not merely learn evil existed; they internalized rebellion and its 
consequences.


Why do shame and hiding so often follow sin?  How do blame and defensiveness damage 
relationships today?  What is the difference between understanding evil and participating in it?
How does God’s pursuit of Adam and Eve reveal His heart?


Prayer Focus: Confess areas where shame or fear have caused you to hide from God. Thank 
Him for pursuing relationship even in your brokenness.
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Day 4 — The Distortion of Kingdom Responsibility 

Scripture: Read Genesis 3:14–19  “Cursed is the ground because of you…” — Genesis 3:17


Sin does not eliminate humanity’s Kingdom calling—it distorts it. Work, relationships, 
leadership, and stewardship now become marked by struggle. Before the change, work was a 
joyful stewardship, relationships were marked by mutual respect and unity,  and authority 
reflected God’s character.

After the fall work becomes difficult and painful toil, relationships become marked by conflict, 
and authority becomes domination and control. The problem was never responsibility itself. 
The problem was responsibility disconnected from God.


HUMANITY ATTEMPTED TO RULE CREATION WHILE REJECTING THE CREATOR. 
This is why the knowledge of good and evil became destructive. Humans gained the burden of 
moral self-governance without possessing God’s holiness, wisdom, or perfection.


We were not built to carry the weight of ultimate authority.


How do you see the effects of Genesis 3 in work, leadership, or relationships today?  Why 
does responsibility become exhausting when disconnected from God?  In what ways do 
people misuse authority apart from God’s wisdom?  How does surrender to God restore 
healthy stewardship?


Prayer Focus: Pray for healing in areas where responsibility has become distorted by pride, 
fear, or control. Ask God to teach you faithful stewardship under His leadership.


Day 5 — Exile, Mercy, and the Hope of Restoration 

Scripture: Read Genesis 3:20–24 “The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his 
wife and clothed them.” — Genesis 3:21


Genesis 3 ends with exile—but also mercy. God removes humanity from the garden, not merely 
as punishment, but to prevent eternal separation in a fallen condition. But…Even in judgment, 
God provides clothing for shame, protection from the tree of life, the promise that evil will one 
day be crushed. (Genesis 3:15)

At the end of the chapter, covenant is broken, but God does not abandon humanity. Kingdom 
is damaged, but God’s mission for humanity continues.

The rest of Scripture becomes the story of restoration: 1) Restoring relationship with God, and 
2) Restoring humanity’s role in the kingdom under God’s reign.


Ultimately, Jesus fulfills both perfect Covenant faithfulness and perfect Kingdom authority. 
Where Adam and Eve grasped for autonomy, Christ surrendered in obedience.


What signs of God’s mercy do you see even within Genesis 3?  Why is exile from God’s 
presence so devastating?  How does Jesus succeed where Adam failed?  What would it look 
like for Covenant and Kingdom to be restored in your life?


Prayer Focus: Thank God that failure is not the end of the story. Pray for restoration in your 
relationship with Him and renewed faithfulness in your calling.
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Closing Reflection 
The problem in Eden was never simply curiosity or information. The issue was humanity 
attempting to seize moral authority apart from God. The knowledge of good and evil became 
destructive because humans were created to live under God’s wisdom…within God’s 
presence…and dependent upon God’s definition of reality. 

But sin fractured both Covenant and Kingdom. 


And still yet, Genesis 3 also introduces hope: GOD STILL PURSUES HUMANITY.


The story of Scripture becomes the story of God restoring what was lost: people walking with 
Him again and ruling under His loving authority.


WEEK 3 - Noah, The Flood, and God’s Faithfulness

Covenant & Kingdom Through the Flood


The story of Noah and the Flood is often reduced to animals and an ark, but beneath the 
surface is a profound story about Covenant and Kingdom. By the time we get to Genesis 6, 
both had become deeply corrupted. Humanity no longer reflected God’s character or ruled 
creation faithfully. Violence, corruption, and rebellion filled the earth. Yet even in judgment, God 
preserves a remnant, renews His Covenant, and reaffirms humanity’s Kingdom calling.


Day 1 — Corruption and Grief


Scripture: Read Genesis 6:5–8 “The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race 
had become on the earth…” — Genesis 6:5


Genesis 6 paints a devastating picture of humanity. The problem is not isolated sin but total 
corruption: 1) Evil thoughts continually 2) Violence filling the earth 3) Humanity rejecting God’s 
design.

The Kingdom calling had become distorted. Instead of cultivating life, humanity spread 
destruction. Instead of reflecting God’s image, people reflected rebellion.  Most striking is the 
emotional language used about God: “The Lord regretted that He had made human beings… 
and His heart was deeply troubled.”  This reveals the relational nature of Covenant.

God is not detached from human evil. Sin grieves Him because sin destroys the relationship 
humanity was created for. The flood is not merely about punishment—it is about the unraveling 
of creation itself. Humanity’s rebellion had become so deep that creation was collapsing back 
into chaos.

Yet in the middle of judgment appears one sentence of hope: 


“But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”


Grace always precedes restoration. What does God’s grief reveal about His relationship with 
humanity? Why is sin more than simply breaking rules?  How do violence and corruption distort 
humanity’s Kingdom calling?  What stands out to you about Noah finding favor with God?
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Prayer Focus: Ask God to soften your heart toward the seriousness of sin and its effects on 
relationship with Him and others. Thank Him for His grace that pursues humanity even in 
rebellion.


Day 2 — Noah Walked With God


Scripture: Read Genesis 6:9–22  “Noah was a righteous man… and he walked faithfully with 
God.” — Genesis 6:9


Noah stands in contrast to the corruption surrounding him. The defining feature of Noah’s life is 
not perfection but relationship: “He walked faithfully with God.”  This language echoes Eden. 
Covenant always begins with walking with God. Because Noah walked with God, he was able 
to carry Kingdom responsibility faithfully. God entrusted Noah with a massive assignment: 1) 
Build the ark, 2) Preserve life, 3) Protect the future of creation.

Kingdom responsibility flows from Covenant intimacy.  Noah obeyed even when obedience 
likely seemed absurd. There had never been a flood like this before. Building an ark required 
trust, perseverance, and faith over many years.  Faithfulness is often demonstrated through 
long obedience before visible results appear.

Notice the pattern of Covenant and Kingdom Together: 1) God speaks relationally to Noah, 2) 
Noah listens and trusts, and 3) Noah acts responsibly in obedience.  This is the healthy 
partnership humanity was created for.


What does it practically mean to “walk with God”?  Why is intimacy with God necessary for 
faithful stewardship?  Where is God asking you to obey before seeing results?  What 
responsibilities has God entrusted to you in this season?


Prayer Focus: Pray for endurance and faithful obedience. Ask God to help you walk closely 
with Him even when His instructions require trust and patience.


Day 3 — The Flood and the Undoing of Creation


Scripture: Read Genesis 7 “And the waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.” — 
Genesis 7:24


THE FLOOD STORY MIRRORS GENESIS 1 IN REVERSE. 
IN CREATION, God separated waters, brought order from chaos, created dry land, and filled 
the earth with life.  IN THE FLOOD, waters cover the earth again, order collapses, and life is 
swept away. The flood is a kind of “de-creation.” Why?  Is it because humanity rejected both 
Covenant and Kingdom?

The flood demonstrates that sin is not small or harmless. When humanity rejects God’s 
wisdom, creation itself suffers. Yet even here, the ark becomes a picture of salvation and 
preservation. God does not abandon His purposes for creation. He preserves a remnant 
through judgment.  Noah’s obedience becomes part of God’s restoration plan.


How does the flood reveal the seriousness of humanity’s rebellion?  Why does sin affect more 
than just individuals?  What does the ark teach us about God’s provision and rescue?  How 
can obedience position us to participate in God’s restoration work?


Prayer Focus: Pray for repentance where sin has created disorder in your life. Thank God for 
being both just and merciful.
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Day 4 — God Remembers Noah


Scripture: Read Genesis 8. “But God remembered Noah…” — Genesis 8:1


The phrase “God remembered” does not mean God forgot Noah. It means God turned His 
attention toward fulfilling His Covenant promises. After the chaos of the flood, God begins 
restoring order again. The waters recede. Dry land reappears. Life emerges. This mirrors 
creation once more.

Noah responds by building an altar and worshiping God. Before rebuilding civilization, Noah 
restores worship.  This is deeply important.  Once again…Covenant comes before Kingdom.

Humanity’s greatest need after judgment was not merely survival but restored relationship with 
God.  Worship re-centers humanity under God’s authority. Without Covenant, Kingdom 
responsibility eventually becomes corrupted again.

Sometimes people want God’s blessings, provision, or purpose without wanting God Himself. 
But Noah reminds us that true restoration begins with worship and surrender.


What does it mean that “God remembered Noah”? Why do you think Noah’s first act after the 
flood was worship?  How does worship help restore proper perspective?  What happens when 
responsibility becomes disconnected from worship?


Prayer Focus:  Thank God for His faithfulness during seasons of uncertainty. Pray for a heart 
that values God’s presence more than His gifts.


Day 5 — Covenant Renewed, Kingdom Reaffirmed


Scripture: Read Genesis 9:1–17  “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.” — 
Genesis 9:1


After the flood, God renews humanity’s original calling. The same Kingdom commission from 
Genesis 1 reappears: 1) Be fruitful and multiply 2) Fill the earth. 

God had not abandoned His design for humanity.   
Then God establishes Covenant with Noah and all living creatures, symbolized by the rainbow. 
The rainbow is not primarily about human promise to God—it is about God’s promise to 
humanity.  Even after human failure, God commits Himself to creation.

This reveals something powerful:  God’s Covenant faithfulness is stronger than humanity’s 
inconsistency.

Yet the story also reminds us that external survival does not automatically heal the human 
heart. Humanity still needs transformation from within.  The flood cleansed the earth, but only 
God can fully redeem humanity.


Why is God’s Covenant with Noah significant?  What does the rainbow reveal about God’s 
character?  How does God continue to call imperfect people into responsibility?  What would it 
look like for you to live faithfully in both Covenant and Kingdom?


Prayer Focus: Thank God for His enduring faithfulness even when humanity fails. Pray for 
grace to walk closely with Him and steward your responsibilities faithfully.
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Closing Reflection

The story of Noah and the Flood reveals both; the devastating consequences of rejecting God, 
and the persistent faithfulness of God toward humanity.

The story of Noah and the Flood also emphasizes that Human corruption damaged both 
Covenant and Kingdom.

Yet God preserved Noah, renewed His promises, and reaffirmed humanity’s purpose.

Noah’s story reminds us: 1) God desires relationship, not merely obedience, 2) Responsibility 
must remain rooted in intimacy with God, 3) Even in judgment, God works toward restoration.

The ark points toward a greater hope still to come…God making a way to preserve and restore 
humanity completely.


WEEK 4 - The Father of Many Nations

Covenant & Kingdom: Trust, Promise, and Provision


Genesis 21–22 brings together some of the most emotional moments in Abraham’s life: Hagar 
and Ishmael being sent away, Isaac growing as the promised son, And Abraham being tested 
on Mount Moriah. These chapters reveal deep truths about Covenant and Kingdom. 
Throughout these stories, we see that God remains faithful even when people struggle with 
fear, control, and uncertainty.


Day 1 — When God’s Promises Finally Arrive


Scripture: Read Genesis 21:1–7  “The Lord did for Sarah what He had promised.” — Genesis 
21:1


After years of waiting, Isaac is finally born. The child of promise arrives not because Abraham 
and Sarah figured everything out, but because God remained faithful to His Covenant. This 
moment is deeply relational. God had not forgotten Abraham or Sarah. Every delay, 
disappointment, and impossible circumstance had not canceled God’s promise.  Covenant 
means that God’s faithfulness is stronger than human weakness.

Isaac also represents Kingdom purpose. Through him would come descendants, a blessing to 
all nations, and the continuation of God’s redemptive plan.

Yet Isaac’s birth reminds us that Kingdom calling begins with receiving from God before 
achieving for God. Abraham and Sarah could not manufacture the promise through their own 
power.


Why is waiting often difficult in our relationship with God?  What does Isaac’s birth reveal about 
God’s faithfulness?  How do people sometimes try to force outcomes instead of trusting God’s 
timing? What promises or prayers are you still trusting God with?


Prayer Focus: Thank God for His faithfulness even in seasons of waiting. Pray for patience 
and trust when His timing feels slow.
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Day 2 — Hagar, Ishmael, and God’s Care for the Forgotten


Scripture: Read Genesis 21:8–21  “God heard the boy crying…” — Genesis 21:17


One of the most painful moments in Abraham’s story is the sending away of Hagar and 
Ishmael.  This situation exists because Abraham and Sarah earlier tried to fulfill God’s promise 
through their own effort rather than trusting God completely. What began as impatience 
created lasting pain and brokenness. Yet even in this heartbreaking moment, God does not 
abandon Hagar or Ishmael. Hagar wanders in the wilderness believing death is near. But God 
hears, sees, and responds. He opens Hagar’s eyes to provision already nearby—a well in the 
desert.This story reveals something powerful about Covenant: GOD’S CARE EXTENDS EVEN TO 
THOSE PUSHED TO THE MARGINS.

Though Isaac carries the Covenant line, Ishmael is not forgotten by God. God still gives 
promises, provision, and a future to Hagar and her son.

Human attempts to control God’s promises often create damage in relationships. When we 
grasp for Kingdom outcomes without trusting God’s Covenant faithfulness, people can get 
hurt. Yet God’s mercy moves even into the consequences of human failure.


What does Hagar’s story reveal about God’s compassion?  How can impatience create 
unintended consequences?  Have you ever felt overlooked or forgotten by others? How does 
this story speak to that?  Where might God already be providing something you have not yet 
seen?


Prayer Focus: Pray for those who feel abandoned, rejected, or unseen. Ask God to help you 
trust Him instead of forcing outcomes through fear or control.


Day 3 — The Test of What We Love Most


Scripture: Read Genesis 22:1–5  “Take your son, your only son, whom you love…” — Genesis 
22:2


Genesis 22 begins with a test unlike any Abraham has faced before. God asks Abraham to 
surrender Isaac—the very fulfillment of the promise. This is not merely about sacrifice. It is 
about ultimate trust. Would Abraham trust God more than: The blessing? The promise? The 
future? The gift itself?

Sometimes the greatest challenge to Covenant relationship is not suffering, but success. Gifts 
from God can slowly become substitutes for God.  Isaac had become deeply precious to 
Abraham—and rightly so. But even good gifts must remain surrendered to the One who gave 
them. Isaac represented Abraham’s Kingdom future. Through Isaac would come nations and 
blessing.

Yet Abraham had to learn: 1) God’s purposes depend on God’s faithfulness, not human control. 
2) Kingdom stewardship means holding everything with open hands.


Why do you think God tested Abraham this way? How can blessings become idols?  What is 
hardest for you to trust God with completely?  What does it mean to hold God’s gifts with open 
hands?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to reveal any area where fear or attachment has become greater than 
trust in Him. Pray for surrender rooted in love rather than fear.
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Day 4 — Walking in Obedience Without Full Understanding


Scripture: Read Genesis 22:6–10 “We will worship and then we will come back to you.” — 
Genesis 22:5


As Abraham and Isaac walk toward Moriah, the tension grows heavier. Isaac carries the wood 
while Abraham carries the fire and knife.  Then Isaac asks: “Where is the lamb?”   Abraham 
responds: “God Himself will provide.”

Abraham does not fully understand how God will act, but he chooses trust over certainty. 
Covenant faith is not built on having every answer. It is built on confidence in God’s character.


This journey also reveals the cost of obedience. Faith is not merely intellectual agreement—it 
often requires surrendering control, comfort, and understanding.

There is a contrast between Genesis 21 and 22. In Genesis 21, Abraham struggles with painful 
separation involving Ishmael. In Genesis 22, Abraham faces surrender involving Isaac. Both 
stories force Abraham to trust God with sons he deeply loves. In both stories: God sees. God 
provides. God remains faithful.


Why is it difficult to obey when we do not fully understand God’s plan? What does Abraham’s 
response reveal about his spiritual maturity? How have difficult seasons deepened your trust in 
God? Where is God inviting you to trust His character over your understanding?


Prayer Focus: Pray for faith that remains steady even in uncertainty. Ask God to strengthen 
your trust during seasons where answers feel unclear.


Day 5 — The God Who Provides


Scripture: Read Genesis 22:11–19  “Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a 
ram…” — Genesis 22:13


At the final moment, God intervenes. A ram is provided in Isaac’s place. And Abraham names 
the place: “The Lord Will Provide.”  This is one of the clearest pictures in Genesis that God’s 
heart is not destruction, but provision and redemption.  God was forming Abraham into 
someone who trusted Him fully—not merely for blessings, but for everything.

In this chapter: 1) Covenant is deepened through radical trust. 2) Kingdom is preserved through 
God’s provision.

Abraham learns that God’s promises are safest in God’s hands. This story also points forward 
to a greater provision still to come…God Himself providing the sacrifice humanity ultimately 
needed.


What does God’s provision reveal about His character? How does trust grow through testing 
Why is surrender essential in both Covenant and Kingdom living? What would it look like to live 
with deeper trust in God’s provision?


Prayer Focus: Thank God for His faithfulness and provision in every season. Pray for the 
courage to trust Him fully with both your relationships and responsibilities.


Closing Reflection

Genesis 21–22 reveals that God’s Covenant faithfulness remains steady through waiting, 
mistakes, wilderness seasons, testing, and surrender. Through Hagar, we see that God cares 
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for the overlooked. Through Abraham and Isaac, we see that trust sometimes requires 
surrendering even the things we treasure most.

These chapters remind us: 1) Covenant means walking closely with God in trust. And 2) 
Kingdom means stewarding God’s promises with open hands.

And through every season, GOD REMAINS THE ONE WHO SEES, HEARS, AND PROVIDES. 

WEEK 5 - The Covenant and Redemption 
Covenant & Kingdom at the Burning Bush 

Exodus 3–4 tells the story of God calling Moses at the burning bush. Moses is invited into both: 
Covenant — deeper relationship with the God who sees, hears, and knows His people; and 
Kingdom — the responsibility of leading Israel out of slavery.  Yet Moses responds with fear, 
insecurity, excuses, and eventually exhaustion. 
By connecting Exodus 3–4 with Moses’ later struggle in Numbers 11, we see an important 
truth:  Kingdom responsibility becomes crushing when disconnected from Covenant 
dependence. 
This study explores how God calls imperfect people, walks with them relationally, and sustains 
them when the burden feels too heavy. 

Day 1 — The God Who Sees and Calls 

Scripture: Read Exodus 3:1–10  “I have indeed seen the misery of My people…” — Exodus 
3:7


Moses encounters God in an ordinary place—a wilderness while tending sheep. Yet the 
ordinary becomes holy when God reveals His presence in the burning bush. The first thing God 
reveals is not Moses’ mission, but God’s heart: “I have seen…” “I have heard…” “I am 
concerned…” “I have come down….” This is Covenant language. God is relationally connected 
to His people’s suffering. He is not distant from oppression or pain.

Then comes the shocking turn: “So now, go. I am sending you…”

The God who sees suffering also calls people into Kingdom responsibility. Moses is invited into 
God’s mission of liberation and restoration.


Before Moses receives instructions, he encounters God’s holiness and presence. This order 
matters: Relationship before assignment, presence before purpose, worship before work

KINGDOM RESPONSIBILITY WITHOUT COVENANT INTIMACY EVENTUALLY BECOMES 
UNBEARABLE. 

What stands out to you about God’s description of His concern for Israel?  Why do you think 
God often calls people in ordinary moments?  How does God’s holiness shape Moses’ 
response? Why is intimacy with God necessary before stepping into responsibility?


Prayer Focus: Thank God that He sees, hears, and knows your struggles. Pray for sensitivity 
to His presence and openness to His calling.
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Day 2 — “Who Am I?” and the Fear of Inadequacy 

Scripture: Read Exodus 3:11–15  “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh?” — Exodus 3:11


Moses immediately responds to God’s call with insecurity. Forty years earlier, Moses had tried 
to rescue people in his own strength and failed. Now he feels weak, disqualified, and uncertain.

But notice God’s response: God does not primarily reassure Moses about Moses. He reassures 
Moses about Himself. “I will be with you.” This is the heart of Covenant. God’s answer to 
inadequacy is His presence.  Moses wants confidence in himself, but God calls him into 
dependence instead.


Then God reveals His name: “I AM WHO I AM.”  God is self-sufficient, eternal, and faithful. 
Moses does not need unlimited strength because he is connected to the One who does. Many 
people avoid responsibility because they feel inadequate. Others embrace responsibility while 
pretending they are self-sufficient. Moses shows a healthier beginning: Honesty about his 
weakness that is brought into the relationship with God.


Why do feelings of inadequacy often surface when God calls people?  What is significant about 
God responding with “I will be with you”?  How does dependence differ from insecurity?  
Where do you feel unqualified or overwhelmed right now?


Prayer Focus: Pray for freedom from fear and self-reliance. Ask God to help you trust His 
presence more than your abilities.


Day 3 — Excuses, Resistance, and God’s Patience 

Scripture: Read Exodus 4:1–17  “Pardon Your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.” — 
Exodus 4:13


Moses continues resisting God’s call:  “What if they don’t believe me?”  “I’m not eloquent.” 
“Send someone else.”  Moses moves from insecurity into reluctance. Yet throughout the 
conversation, God responds with patience. God provides a sign. God reassures Moses, and 
God send his brother Aaron to help. This shows us that God understands human weakness.


But this chapter also reveals something important. THE KINGDOM RESPONSIBILITY CANNOT 
BE AVOIDED FOREVER BECAUSE OF FEAR. At some point, trust requires movement.  Moses 
wants certainty before obedience, but Covenant often requires trust before clarity. God never 
promises Moses an easy assignment. He promises His presence.  Kingdom calling is not about 
having no weakness. It is about learning to rely on God within weakness.


Which of Moses’ excuses feels most relatable to you?  Why do people often resist 
responsibilities God places before them?  How does God show patience toward Moses?  What 
step of obedience might fear be delaying in your life?


Prayer Focus: Confess fears or excuses that keep you from obedience. Ask God for courage 
to move forward even while feeling weak or uncertain.
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Day 4 — When Kingdom Responsibility Becomes Heavy 

Scripture: Read Numbers 11:10–17  “I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is 
too heavy for me.” — Numbers 11:14


Years after the burning bush, Moses reaches emotional exhaustion. The weight of leadership 
becomes overwhelming. There’s complaints and constant demands from the people. Emotional 
fatigue sets in followed by feelings of isolation. Moses says something startling: “Why have You 
brought this trouble on Your servant?” This is a deeply human moment. The same Moses who 
once resisted responsibility now feels crushed beneath it.

A critical covenant lesson of Numbers 11 reveals what happens when Kingdom responsibility 
becomes emotionally overwhelming. Moses is honest with God instead of hiding from Him. 
And that honesty itself is Covenant. It is relationship. God does not reject Moses for his 
exhaustion. Instead, God listens, provides help, and shares the burden among seventy elders.


GOD NEVER INTENDED KINGDOM RESPONSIBILITY TO BE CARRIED ALONE. 

Sometimes spiritual people believe exhaustion means failure. But Moses shows that even 
faithful leaders can become overwhelmed. The solution is not abandoning God’s calling, nor 
pretending strength we do not have. The solution is renewed dependence and shared burden.


Why do responsibilities sometimes become emotionally overwhelming?  What does Moses’ 
honesty teach us about prayer?  Why is it dangerous to carry responsibilities in isolation?  How 
can dependence on God and community lighten burdens?


Prayer Focus: Bring your exhaustion, frustrations, or fears honestly before God. Ask Him for 
renewed strength, wisdom, and healthy support from others.


Day 5 — God’s Presence Is the Difference 

Scripture: Read Exodus 4:18–31 and reflect on Exodus 3–4 overall “The Lord said to Aaron, 
‘Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.’” — Exodus 4:27


By the end of Exodus 4, Moses finally begins moving toward Egypt. Nothing about the 
assignment has become easier. Pharaoh is still powerful. Israel is still enslaved. And Moses is 
still imperfect But one thing has changed. Moses now moves forward with God’s presence and 
provision. Throughout these chapters, God consistently provides: His presence, signs, help 
from Aaron, reassurance, patience, and guidance. The success of the mission never depended 
entirely on Moses’ strength.


Exodus 3–4 and Numbers 11 together teach: Covenant sustains Kingdom. And that 
relationship with God sustains responsibility from God. They go hand in hand. Without 
covenant: responsibilities becomes crushing, leadership becomes lonely, and obedience 
becomes fear-driven.

But with God’s presence: weakness can become faithfulness, fear can become obedience, and  
burdens can become shared mission.


What themes stand out most to you from Moses’ story? How does God respond to Moses 
differently than you expected? Why is God’s presence more important than personal ability?
What would it look like for you to lead or serve from dependence instead of pressure?
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Prayer Focus: Thank God for His patience and presence. Pray for the grace to walk faithfully in 
both relationship with Him and responsibility under Him.


Closing Reflection 
Moses’ story reveals that God does not call perfect people. He calls people who: feel 
inadequate, wrestle with fear, grow tired, and struggle with responsibility. Yet God’s Covenant 
presence remains constant.

The burning bush moment reminds us that God sees suffering and calls people into His 
Kingdom work. Numbers 11 reminds us that even faithful people need God’s strength and the 
support of others.

Ultimately, Moses learns that the mission was never sustained by his ability alone, but by the 
faithful presence of God walking with him.


WEEK 6 - A King Centered Covenant 
Covenant & Kingdom in the Life of David 

The story of David is one of the clearest biblical pictures of the tension between: Covenant — 
intimacy, worship, repentance, and relationship with God, and Kingdom — leadership, 
authority, responsibility, and influence. David was called “a man after God’s own heart,” yet his 
story includes: courage and failure, worship and abuses of power, repentance and 
consequences, covenant promises and kingdom struggles.  David’s life reminds us that 
success in God’s Kingdom can never replace dependence on God Himself.


This study traces David’s story from Israel’s desire for a king in 1 Samuel 8 to God’s covenant 
promise in 2 Samuel 7 and beyond.


Day 1 — Israel Wants a King 

Scripture: Read 1 Samuel 8:1–22  “They have rejected Me as their king.” — 1 Samuel 8:7


Before David’s story begins, Israel demands a human king “like all the other nations.” This 
moment reveals a deep Covenant issue. God had intended Israel to live differently than other 
nations. God’s desire was that the people would trust Him as their true King. That they would 
reflecting His justice and holiness, and living as a Covenant people with God. 

But Israel wanted: visible power, military security, and cultural conformity.


They desired the benefits of Kingdom without dependence on God. Samuel warns them that 
human kingship will bring burdens: oppression, taxation, exploitation, and misplaced loyalty. 
Yet the people insist. This becomes a central tension throughout David’s story: Will Israel trust 
God as the true King, or will human power replace Covenant dependence?


Kingdom structures are not evil in themselves. Leadership matters. Authority matters.  But 
Kingdom responsibility becomes dangerous when disconnected from Covenant faithfulness. 
This is true personally as well. For instance, success without intimacy with God leads to pride. 
Influence without surrender leads to corruption. And leadership without worship becomes self-
centered.
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Why did Israel want a king “like the other nations”? How can people seek security apart from 
trusting God?What dangers come when power replaces dependence on God? In what ways 
are you tempted to conform instead of trusting God’s leadership?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to reveal places where fear or comparison compete with trust in Him. 
Pray for a heart that desires God’s presence more than worldly security.


Day 2 — David’s Heart Before David’s Throne 

Scripture: Read 1 Samuel 16:1–13 and Psalm 23  “People look at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the heart.” — 1 Samuel 16:7


When God chooses David, he is the least likely candidate: the youngest son, overlooked by his 
family, tending sheep in the fields. Yet God sees something deeper: David’s true character and 
heart. Before David ever rules publicly, he learns to walk with God privately.  The fields where 
he tended to sheep became David’s training ground. In them he worshiped. He found courage. 
He discovered dependence, and trust with God. Ultimately, David’s Covenant relationship with 
God shapes the kind of leader he becomes. 


This is crucial: KINGDOM RESPONSIBILITY SHOULD GROW OUT OF COVENANT INTIMACY. 
David’s later victories over Goliath and military enemies were rooted in confidence developed 
through hidden faithfulness with God. Modern culture often prioritizes charisma, talent, or 
visibility. But God prioritizes formation of the heart. David reminds us that hidden faithfulness 
matters deeply to God.


Why do you think God chose David instead of his older brothers?  How are people shaped 
during hidden seasons of life?  What practices help deepen intimacy with God?  Why is 
character more important than outward appearance in leadership?


Prayer Focus: Pray for a heart shaped by God’s presence. Ask Him to form humility, integrity, 
and faithfulness in hidden places.


Day 3 — Success, Temptation, and the Danger of Power 

Scripture: Read 2 Samuel 11:1–17 and Psalm 51  “In the spring, at the time when kings go off 
to war… David remained in Jerusalem.” — 2 Samuel 11:1


David’s greatest failure comes after his greatest success. He abuses power: taking Bathsheba, 
arranging Uriah’s death, hiding sin through deception. This is what happens when Kingdom 
authority becomes disconnected from Covenant dependence.

David, who once trusted God in weakness, begins acting as though power belongs to him 
rather than being entrusted by God. Sin often grows subtly through complacency, isolation, 
entitlement, and self-protection. Yet David’s story does not end in denial. When confronted by 
Nathan, David repents deeply. Psalm 51 reveals David returning to Covenant: “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God.”  David cannot undo the consequences of sin, but he can return honestly 
to God.


Kingdom responsibility without Covenant intimacy leads toward corruption. But Covenant 
creates space for confession, repentance, and restoration. David’s greatness was not 
sinlessness—it was his willingness to return to God rather than harden his heart completely.
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Why can success and power become spiritually dangerous?  What warning signs appear 
before major failure?  Why is repentance essential in relationship with God?  How does Psalm 
51 reveal David’s heart after failure?


Prayer Focus: Confess areas of pride, secrecy, or self-reliance. Ask God to cultivate humility 
and a repentant heart.


Day 4 — God’s Covenant With David 

Scripture: Read 2 Samuel 7:1–17  “Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before 
Me.” — 2 Samuel 7:16


In 2 Samuel 7, David wants to build a house for God. But instead, God makes a covenant with 
David. The reversal is powerful: David wants to do something for God, but God reminds David 
that everything begins with God’s grace and initiative. God promises David an enduring 
kingdom, a lasting throne, and a future descendant who will reign forever.  This becomes one 
of the most important Covenant promises in Scripture.


David’s kingdom exists because of God’s faithfulness, not David’s greatness. This protects 
against pride. Every responsibility, opportunity, or influence we have ultimately comes from 
God’s grace.  David’s throne points forward to a greater King still to come.

In David’s story  we are reminded that human kings fail, human power is limited, and earthly 
kingdoms fracture and eventually end.  


BUT GOD’S COVENANT PURPOSES CONTINUE THROUGH GENERATIONS.


Why is God’s covenant with David so significant?  What does this passage teach about grace 
and calling?  How does remembering God’s faithfulness protect against pride?  What 
responsibilities in your life need to remain rooted in gratitude to God?


Prayer Focus: Thank God for His faithfulness across generations. Pray for humility to steward 
influence and responsibility faithfully.


Day 5 — The True King and the Heart of Worship 

Scripture: Read Psalm 27 and reflect on David’s life overall  “One thing I ask from the Lord… 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord.” — Psalm 27:4


David’s life was complicated. He was a warrior, a poet, a king, a sinner, a worshiper. Yet 
through all the victories and failures, one thing remained central: David continually returned to 
God. That is the heart of Covenant. David loved God’s presence more than merely God’s 
blessings. Even after failure, David longed for restored fellowship with God.


At the same time, David carried immense Kingdom responsibility: leading a nation, 
administering justice, protecting people, and establishing worship in Israel. His life reveals the 
constant tension between intimacy and responsibility.


David points beyond himself. Even the best earthly king could not fully heal: sin, injustice, 
brokenness, and human rebellion. David’s story creates longing for a greater King: One who 
would perfectly unite Covenant and Kingdom. Jesus.


Through Jesus: God’s Kingdom is fulfilled perfectly and Covenant relationship is restored fully
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What stands out most to you about David’s relationship with God?  How can worship keep 
leaders grounded? What lessons can be learned from both David’s victories and failures? What 
would it look like for you to pursue both intimacy with God and faithful responsibility?


Prayer Focus: Pray for a heart that continually seeks God’s presence. Ask Him to help you 
lead, serve, and live from intimacy rather than performance or control.


Closing Reflection 
David’s story reveals both the beauty and danger of Kingdom responsibility. When connected 
to Covenant, leadership becomes service, authority becomes stewardship, and worship 
shapes character.


When disconnected from Covenant, power corrupts, pride grows, and people are harmed. 
David was imperfect, yet he continually returned to God. And his story reminds us that God 
desires people who not only carry responsibility well, but who also remain deeply rooted in 
relationship with Him.


WEEK 7 - The Men of Woes 
Covenant & Kingdom Through the Prophets 

The prophets of Israel were not merely predictors of the future. They were Covenant 
messengers.  Again and again, the prophets called Israel back to two foundational realities: 
Covenant — faithful relationship with God, and Kingdom — living responsibly under God’s 
authority with justice, humility, and obedience. Israel repeatedly failed in both.

The prophets confronted kings, nations, priests, and ordinary people with a difficult truth:

You cannot separate relationship with God from the way you live and lead. This study explores 
how the prophets revealed God’s heart, warned against pride and injustice, and pointed toward 
future restoration.




Day 1 — The Prophets and God’s Broken Heart 

Scripture: Read Jeremiah 2:1–13 and Hosea 1:1–3; 6:6   “My people have committed two 
sins: They have forsaken Me… and dug their own cisterns.” — Jeremiah 2:13


The prophets often described Israel’s sin as spiritual adultery. Why? Because Covenant with 
God was relational, not merely legal.  Israel did not simply break rules—they abandoned 
intimacy with God. They trusted idols, political alliances, wealth, and military strength, instead 
of trusting the God who rescued them. Hosea’s painful marriage became a living picture of 
God’s relationship with Israel: God remained faithful while His people wandered repeatedly.


This reveals something powerful: GOD’S GRIEF OVER SIN IS RELATIONAL GRIEF.


As Covenant broke down, Kingdom responsibility collapsed too: injustice increased, the poor 
were oppressed, leaders became corrupt, and worship became hollow. The prophets refused 
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to separate spirituality from ethics. Their message is clear. You cannot claim intimacy with God 
while ignoring justice, mercy, and faithfulness.


Why do the prophets describe sin as relational betrayal?  How can people slowly drift from 
intimacy with God?  Why are justice and worship connected in Scripture? What “cisterns” do 
people trust today instead of God?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to reveal areas where your heart has drifted toward self-reliance or 
distraction. Pray for renewed intimacy and faithfulness.


Day 2 — Power, Pride, and the Illusion of Self-Sufficiency 

Scripture: Read Isaiah 10:5–19  “Does the ax raise itself above the person who swings it?” — 
Isaiah 10:15


Isaiah 10 addresses Assyria, a powerful empire God used as an instrument of judgment against 
Israel.  But Assyria became arrogant. The nation believed: its victories came from its own 
strength, its wisdom made it unstoppable, and its power made it untouchable. Through Isaiah, 
God confronts this pride.  The image is striking: An ax should not boast over the one holding it. 
Assyria forgot that all authority is accountable to God.


This is one of the prophets’ central warnings: Kingdom responsibility without Covenant humility 
leads to pride and destruction.  Power easily creates the illusion of independence: “Look at me, 
I built this.”  “I earned this.”  “I control all of this.” But the prophets remind us that all authority 
is temporary and accountable before God.


Here’s the thing, this sort of pride is not limited to empires. It appears whenever people trust 
themselves more than God. Or when thy seek control without surrender or use influence for 
self-glory.  The prophets consistently expose the emptiness of self-sufficiency.


Why does power often produce pride? What does Isaiah’s “ax” metaphor teach about human 
authority?  How can success slowly weaken dependence on God?  Where are you tempted to 
rely on yourself instead of God?


Prayer Focus: Pray for humility and dependence on God. Ask Him to guard your heart against 
pride, self-sufficiency, and misuse of influence.


Day 3 — Wealth, Beauty, and the Collapse of Tyre 

Scripture: Read Ezekiel 27  “Your wealth, merchandise and wares… sank into the heart of the 
sea.” — Ezekiel 27:27


Ezekiel 27 presents a funeral song over Tyre, a wealthy and powerful trading city.  Like modern 
nations, Tyre appeared untouchable: economically dominant, admired by nations, beautiful and 
prosperous.  The chapter describes luxurious goods, international trade, and immense wealth. 
But beneath the beauty was pride. Tyre trusted in its commerce, status, and economic power 
instead of recognizing dependence on God.


The city became a symbol of human civilization attempting to build security apart from 
Covenant with God.  Then suddenly, everything collapses. Tyre’s tragedy was not wealth itself. 
The problem was misplaced trust. The prophets repeatedly warn that prosperity can create 
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spiritual blindness: success feels permanent, comfort weakens dependence on God, and 
eventually wealth becomes a nations identity. (Any of this starting to feel personal?) Every 
earthly kingdom is fragile apart from God.  The things people trust most deeply often reveal 
where their true worship lies.


What made Tyre feel secure and untouchable?  Why can prosperity become spiritually 
dangerous?  How can wealth or achievement become substitutes for God?  What foundations 
in life are truly lasting?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to expose misplaced trust in success, comfort, or security. Pray for 
contentment and deeper dependence on Him.


Day 4 — The Prophets and the Call to Justice 

Scripture: Read Amos 5:21–24 and Micah 6:6–8  “Let justice roll on like a river…” — Amos 
5:24


The prophets fiercely confronted religious hypocrisy. While Israel continued ritual sacrifices, 
songs, festivals, and public worship; the poor were being oppressed, corruption flourished and 
vulnerable people suffered. God declares through Amos: “I hate… your religious festivals.” Why 
such strong language? Because Covenant relationship was never meant to be disconnected 
from Kingdom responsibility.


WORSHIP WITHOUT JUSTICE IS EMPTY. 

The prophets reveal that spiritual maturity is not measured merely by religious activity but by 
lives shaped by: mercy, humility, justice, faithfulness. Micah summarizes it beautifully:  “Act 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.” Notice how perfectly this combines both 
themes: “walk humbly with your God” → Covenant; “act justly, love mercy” → Kingdom.  The 
prophets refuse to separate personal spirituality from public responsibility.


Why does God reject worship disconnected from justice?  What does biblical justice look like?  
How can spiritual activity become performative?  What would it look like to reflect both mercy 
and humility in daily life?


Prayer Focus: Pray for integrity between your worship and your actions. Ask God to shape 
your heart toward compassion, justice, and humility.


Day 5 — Hope Beyond Judgment 

Scripture: Read Ezekiel 36:24–28 and Isaiah 61:1–3  “I will give you a new heart and put a 
new spirit in you.” — Ezekiel 36:26


The prophets were not only messengers of warning—they were messengers of hope. Even 
after exile, judgment, and failure, God promised restoration. Why? Because God’s Covenant 
faithfulness remained stronger than Israel’s rebellion. The prophets looked forward to: renewed 
hearts, restored relationship with God, justice and healing, God’s Spirit dwelling within His 
people. This is crucial.
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The prophets understood that external laws alone could not heal the human heart. Humanity 
needed inward transformation. Kingdom responsibility could only flourish through renewed 
Covenant relationship. The prophets point forward to a future where: worship becomes 
genuine, justice flows naturally, God’s people live transformed lives, and God’s Kingdom 
reflects His character fully. The ultimate hope was never merely national success—it was 
restored relationship with God.


Why is inward transformation necessary? What hope do the prophets offer after judgment? 
How does God’s faithfulness appear throughout the prophetic books? What would it look like 
for God to renew your heart more deeply?


Prayer Focus: Thank God for His mercy and restoring grace. Pray for transformation that 
affects both your relationship with Him and the way you live toward others.


Closing Reflection 
The prophets constantly called Israel back to the two foundations they had forgotten: Covenant 
(intimacy with God, humility, trust, worship, faithfulness) and Kingdom (justice, stewardship, 
mercy, leadership under God’s authority). Their prophetic message still speaks today: God 
desires hearts fully devoted to Him and lives that reflect His justice, mercy, and character in the 
world. 

WEEK 8 - The New Passover 
How the Cross Restores Relationship With God and Reclaims God’s Reign 

This Study Guide focuses on the Atonement Theories of Jesus’ Crucifixion. 

The crucifixion of Jesus stands at the center of Christian faith. Yet throughout church history, 
believers have used different “atonement theories” to explain what happened at the cross.


These theories are not necessarily enemies of one another. Instead, they often highlight 
different dimensions of the same saving event. This week explores the crucifixion through two 
foundational themes found throughout Scripture: Covenant — restoring relationship between 
God and humanity, and Kingdom — defeating evil and restoring God’s reign in the world.


Day 1 — Substitution: Jesus Bears What Humanity Could Not 

Scripture: Read Isaiah 53:4–6, Romans 3:21–26, and 2 Corinthians 5:21 “He was pierced for 
our transgressions…” — Isaiah 53:5


One of the most well-known understandings of the atonement is often called “Substitutionary 
Atonement”. This view emphasizes that Jesus stands in humanity’s place: bearing sin, carrying 
God’s judgment, and absorbing the consequences of humanity’s rebellion. Sin fractured 
Covenant relationship with God. Humanity repeatedly failed to live faithfully under God’s 
Kingdom rule. And at the cross, Jesus enters fully into human brokenness.


The point is not that the Father hates the Son. Rather, the cross reveals the self-giving love of 
God acting to reconcile humanity.  God does not ignore evil—but neither does He abandon 
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humanity to it. Covenant Reflection—Substitution emphasizes restored relationship: 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace with God. Humanity cannot heal the Covenant breach 
alone. Christ acts on humanity’s behalf. Kingdom Reflection—Sin is not merely personal guilt
—it also corrupts creation, relationships, and systems of power. The cross begins undoing the 
damage sin unleashed into the world.


Why is reconciliation with God necessary? What does Isaiah 53 reveal about Jesus’ suffering? 
How does sin affect both relationship and responsibility? What feelings arise when you reflect 
on Jesus bearing humanity’s brokenness?


Prayer Focus: Thank Jesus for His sacrificial love. Pray for deeper gratitude for forgiveness 
and reconciliation with God.


Day 2 — Christus Victor: Jesus Defeats the Powers of Evil 

Scripture: Read Colossians 2:13–15, Hebrews 2:14–15, and Mark 3:27 “He disarmed the 
powers and authorities…” — Colossians 2:15


Another major understanding of the atonement is called “Christus Victor” (“Christ the Victor”). 
This view emphasizes the cross and resurrection as God’s victory over sin, death, Satan, and 
oppressive spiritual powers. Humanity’s problem is not only guilt—it is bondage. Throughout 
Scripture, evil behaves like a kingdom: enslaving, accusing, and corrupting, destroying people 
and creation. 


In the Christus Victor theory, Jesus enters the battlefield directly. What looked like defeat on the 
cross became victory through resurrection. In it, Jesus restores the covenant.  Christ frees 
humanity from the powers that separate people from intimacy with God. Fear, shame, death, 
and accusation no longer have ultimate authority.

It also has kingdom impact. This theory strongly emphasizes that Jesus reclaims rightful rule 
from destructive powers. The Kingdom of God confronts every counterfeit kingdom built on 
violence, oppression, fear, and pride. The cross becomes an act of liberation. Here’s the thing. 
Many live as though evil is unbeatable: addiction, injustice, fear, spiritual despair. But Christus 
Victor reminds believers that evil does not have the final word.


What “powers” enslave people today? Why is victory over death central to the gospel? How 
does the resurrection change the meaning of the crucifixion? Where do you need freedom from 
fear, shame, or spiritual bondage?


Prayer Focus: Pray for freedom from destructive patterns and spiritual oppression. Thank 
Jesus for His victory over sin and death.


Day 3 — Moral Influence: The Cross Reveals the Love of God 

Scripture: Read John 15:13, Romans 5:6–8, and 1 John 4:9–11 “God demonstrates His own 
love for us in this…” — Romans 5:8


The “Moral Influence” view emphasizes the cross as the ultimate revelation of God’s love. 
Humanity often misunderstands God. The misunderstandings show up in the form of fear, 
distrust, and running from God. But at the cross, Jesus reveals the heart of God with radical 
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clarity: self-giving love. Rather than conquering through domination, Jesus absorbs violence 
and responds with forgiveness.


The moral influence theory shows that the cross exposes human cruelty, political corruption, 
religious hypocrisy, and fear-driven power. Yet Jesus answers hatred with mercy and 
forgiveness. The cross draws humanity back into relationship (covenant) with God through love 
rather than coercion. Love softens hardened hearts. And in the crucifixion, Jesus models an 
entirely different kind of Kingdom: humility instead of domination, sacrifice instead of 
exploitation, mercy instead of revenge. The Kingdom of God looks radically different from 
worldly systems of power. The crucifixion declares: 


GOD WOULD RATHER SUFFER FOR HUMANITY THAN ABANDON HUMANITY.


What does the cross reveal about God’s character? Why is sacrificial love so transformative? 
How does Jesus redefine power and leadership? In what ways are you called to imitate Christ’s 
love?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to help you receive His love more deeply. Pray for grace to reflect 
Christ-like compassion toward others.


Day 4 — Recapitulation: Jesus Restores True Humanity 

Scripture: Read Romans 5:12–19, Philippians 2:5–11, and 1 Corinthians 15:21–22  “For just 
as through the disobedience of the one man many were made sinners…” — Romans 5:19


The early church father, Irenaeus, described salvation through the idea of “Recapitulation”. This 
view sees Jesus as the “new Adam” who succeeds where humanity failed. Throughout 
Scripture: Adam failed in the garden, Israel failed in covenant faithfulness, and kings failed in 
leadership. Humanity failed repeatedly. But in Jesus, we see the retracing of humanity’s story: 
obedient where Adam rebelled: Jesus was faithful where Israel wandered, he was humble 
where rulers became proud. The cross becomes the climax of Jesus’ faithful obedience.


Jesus restores humanity’s broken relationship (covenant) with God by becoming the faithful 
human humanity failed to be. And he demonstrates what true human authority and 
responsibility (kingdom) under God looks like: servant leadership, humility, obedience,  
sacrificial love.  The Kingdom is restored through a faithful King. Recapitulation reminds 
believers that salvation is not only about escaping punishment—it is about becoming truly 
human again in Christ.


Why is Jesus called the “new Adam”? How does Jesus succeed where humanity failed? What 
does true humanity look like according to Jesus? How is discipleship connected to 
restoration?


Prayer Focus: Pray for transformation into Christ’s likeness. Ask God to restore areas of your 
life distorted by sin and selfishness.


Day 5 — Covenant and Kingdom Fulfilled at the Cross 

Scripture: Read Luke 23:32–43, Matthew 27:45–54, and Revelation 5:9–13 “Surely this man 
was the Son of God!” — Matthew 27:54
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The crucifixion cannot be reduced to a single idea. The cross is simultaneously: sacrifice, 
victory, revelation, restoration, reconciliation, and enthronement. Every major atonement 
perspective captures part of the beauty of what God accomplished through Christ.


AT THE CROSS…COVENANT IS RESTORED, AND KINGDOM IS RECLAIMED 

Jesus heals the separation between God and humanity while also confronting the powers of 
evil corrupting creation. Ironically, Jesus is revealed as King through crucifixion. Worldly 
kingdoms display power through domination and violence. But Jesus reveals God’s Kingdom 
through, suffering love, forgiveness, humility, and self-sacrifice. In a way, the cross becomes a 
throne for a new king.  And the resurrection confirms that: sin, death, and evil does not win. 
God’s Covenant love and Kingdom purposes endure forever.


Which understanding of the atonement speaks most deeply to you and why? Why is the cross 
central to both relationship with God and the Kingdom of God? How does Jesus redefine 
strength and victory? What does it mean to live under the reign of the crucified and risen King?


Prayer Focus: Thank Jesus for the fullness of His saving work. Pray for a deeper 
understanding of His love, victory, and transforming power.


Closing Reflection 
The atonement theories are not merely abstract theology—they help illuminate the depth of 
what happened at the cross. Through Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection the Covenant 
relationship is restored, and the Kingdom authority is reclaimed. The cross reveals: the 
seriousness of sin, the depth of God’s love, the defeat of evil, the restoration of humanity, and 
the coming reign of God. And at the center of it all stands Jesus…the faithful Son, the suffering 
servant, the victorious King, and reconciler of all things.


WEEK 9 - The Teachings of Jesus 
Covenant & Kingdom in the Teachings of Jesus


The teachings of Jesus consistently revolve around two great realities: Covenant — loving 
relationship with God as Father, and Kingdom — living under God’s rule and participating in His 
mission.


Jesus did not simply come to give moral advice or religious rules. He came announcing that: 
God’s Kingdom had arrived, humanity could be restored to relationship with God, and that life 
under God’s reign changes everything. Again and again, Jesus teaches that true spirituality 
involves both intimacy with God and transformed living in the world.


Day 1 — “The Kingdom of God Has Come Near” 

Scripture: Read Mark 1:14–15 and Matthew 4:17 “The time has come… The kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” — Mark 1:15
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Mark 1:15 summarizes the core message of Jesus—the Kingdom of God is near—repentance 
is necessary—the good news has arrived. This was not merely about going to heaven 
someday. Jesus announced that God’s reign was breaking into the world now.

The word “repent” means more than guilt or shame. It means, reorienting life, changing 
direction, and surrendering to God’s rule. The Kingdom of God challenges every rival kingdom: 
self-rule, greed, fear, violence, pride. Jesus calls people into a new way of living under God’s 
authority.


Notice how relationship and responsibility connect: Covenant → trusting and believing the 
good news. Kingdom → turning toward God’s reign through repentance. The invitation is 
relational, but it also transforms how people live. Many people want forgiveness without 
transformation or spirituality without surrender.  But Jesus teaches that entering God’s 
Kingdom means allowing God to reshape: priorities, values, relationships, and identity.


What do you think Jesus meant by “the Kingdom of God has come near”?  Why is repentance 
necessary for spiritual growth? What rival “kingdoms” compete for people’s loyalty today? 
What areas of your life need deeper surrender to God?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to help you recognize where His Kingdom is calling you to change and 
grow. Pray for a heart open to repentance and transformation.


Day 2 — Loving God and Loving Neighbor 

Scripture: Read Matthew 22:34–40 and Luke 10:25–37  “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart…” — Matthew 22:37


When asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus summarizes the entire law in two 
relationships: Love God, Love Neighbor. This perfectly reflects Covenant and Kingdom.

Loving God fully means: trust, worship, intimacy, devotion. God does not merely want religious 
performance; He desires wholehearted relationship.  Loving neighbor means living out God’s 
character in the world. That character, God’s heart is best seen in compassion, justice, mercy, 
and generosity.  And in Jesus’s parable of the Good Samaritan shows that neighbor-love 
crosses barriers of ethnicity, religion, politics, and social status. JESUS TEACHES THAT 
SPIRITUAL MATURITY CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM HOW WE TREAT PEOPLE.


People often separate spirituality from everyday behavior. Jesus refuses that division. 
According to Jesus: prayer without love is incomplete, worship without mercy is hollow, and 
devotion to God must affect relationships.


Why do love for God and love for neighbor belong together? What makes loving difficult people 
challenging? How does compassion reflect God’s Kingdom? Where is God calling you to love 
more intentionally?


Prayer Focus: Pray for deeper love for God and greater compassion toward others. Ask God 
to soften areas of selfishness or indifference.


Day 3 — The Sermon on the Mount and the Heart of the Kingdom 
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Scripture: Read Matthew 5:1–16 and Matthew 6:25–34 “Seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness…” — Matthew 6:33


The Sermon on the Mount reveals what life under God’s reign looks like. Jesus blesses people 
the world often overlooks: the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful, the peacemakers. This 
Kingdom turns worldly values upside down. In earthly kingdoms: power dominates, success 
defines worth, revenge feels justified. In God’s Kingdom: humility matters, mercy triumphs, 
purity of heart matters, peacemaking reflects God’s character.


Jesus also confronts anxiety and misplaced priorities: “Seek first His kingdom…”  Jesus invites 
people into trust-filled relationship with the Father: God knows your needs, God cares for you, 
God is trustworthy. Disciples are called to reflect God’s reign publicly: being salt and light, 
pursuing justice, living differently from the surrounding culture.


Which Beatitude challenges you most personally? Why does God’s Kingdom often look 
different from worldly success? What anxieties compete with trusting God? How can believers 
reflect God’s Kingdom in everyday life?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to shape your heart according to the values of His Kingdom. Pray for 
trust, humility, and courage to live differently.


Day 4 — Forgiveness, Mercy, and Reconciliation 

Scripture: Read Matthew 18:21–35 and Luke 15:11–32  “Shouldn’t you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant just as I had on you?” — Matthew 18:33


One of Jesus’ most repeated teachings centers on forgiveness and mercy. In the parable of the 
unforgiving servant, Jesus shows that people transformed by God’s grace must become 
people who extend grace.


The parable of the prodigal son reveals the heart of the Father: welcoming, compassionate, 
and eager to restore relationship. This is Covenant language. 


GOD’S DESIRE IS RECONCILIATION, NOT MERELY PUNISHMENT. 

Yet forgiveness also has Kingdom implications. Forgiveness reshapes communities by healing 
division, breaking cycles of revenge, and restoring relationships.


A Difficult Truth: Forgiveness is not denial of pain or pretending evil does not matter.  Rather, 
forgiveness means refusing to let bitterness become our master.  Jesus teaches that people 
who have received mercy are called to become merciful.


Why is forgiveness often difficult? What does the prodigal son reveal about God’s heart? How 
does unforgiveness affect both relationship with God and others? Where might God be calling 
you toward reconciliation?


Prayer Focus: Pray for healing from wounds and the strength to forgive. Thank God for His 
mercy toward you.
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Day 5 — The Cross, Discipleship, and the Kingdom Mission 

Scripture: Read Luke 9:23–25, Matthew 28:18–20, and John 13:34–35  “Whoever wants to 
be My disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily…” — Luke 9:23


Jesus never presented discipleship as comfortable or self-centered. To follow Jesus means to 
surrender and sacrifice. I means too be obedient so that you might be transformed.  And in the 
cross we see the defining image of both Covenant and Kingdom. Covenant—Discipleship 
means walking closely with Jesus: abiding in Him, trusting Him, learning from Him, and loving 
Him deeply. Kingdom—Followers of Jesus are also given responsibility: make disciples, love 
others, serve sacrificially, and embody God’s reign in the world. The Kingdom advances not 
through domination, but through servant-hearted love.


Jesus consistently taught that greatness in God’s Kingdom looks different: the first become 
last, leaders become servants, power is expressed through love. The cross reveals both the 
heart of God and the shape of true discipleship.


What does “taking up your cross” mean practically? Why does Jesus connect love with 
discipleship? How is servant leadership different from worldly leadership? What responsibilities 
has God entrusted to you as a follower of Jesus?


Prayer Focus: Ask God for courage to follow Jesus faithfully. Pray for strength to live as both a 
child of God and a representative of His Kingdom.


Closing Reflection 
Jesus teaches that life with God is not merely private spirituality or religious obligation. It is 
trusting the Father, loving others deeply, seeking God’s Kingdom first, forgiving generously, 
living sacrificially, and embodying God’s reign in everyday life. The invitation of Jesus remains: 
“Repent and believe the good news.” The Kingdom has come near, and relationship with God 
is now open through Christ.


WEEK 10 - The Covenant Expands 
Covenant & Kingdom in the Book of Acts—From Jerusalem to the Nations 

The Book of Acts tells the story of what happened after the resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus: the Holy Spirit was poured out, the church was born, and the gospel spread across 
cultures and nations. At the center of Acts are two powerful realities: Covenant — restored 
relationship with God through Jesus and the indwelling Holy Spirit, and Kingdom — 
participating in God’s mission as witnesses to the world. One of the most revolutionary themes 
in Acts is the expansion of God’s Covenant and Kingdom to the Gentiles. What was once 
exclusively centered primarily in Israel now bursts outward to include every nation, ethnicity, 
and social class.  Acts reveals that the Kingdom of God is not tribal or exclusive—it is global.
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Day 1 — The Mission Begins 

Scripture: Read Matthew 28:17–20 and Acts 1:1–11  “Go and make disciples of all nations…” 
— Matthew 28:19


Before Jesus ascends, He gives His disciples what is often called the Great Commission. This 
is both: a Covenant invitation and a Kingdom assignment. Covenant—Jesus promises: “I am 
with you always.” The mission begins with relationship and presence. The disciples are not 
abandoned. Jesus remains with His people through the Holy Spirit. Kingdom—The disciples 
are commissioned to go, teach, baptize, and make disciples. The Kingdom of God is now 
expanding outward beyond geographic and ethnic boundaries.


Then in Acts 1:8 Jesus declares: “You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” This outline becomes the structure of the entire Book of Acts. The 
Kingdom starts locally but never stays there. The gospels show us that the disciples originally 
expected a political kingdom for Israel alone.  In the book of Acts, that belief is challenged and 
Jesus redirects them toward a global spiritual mission. God’s Covenant family is about to 
expand dramatically.


Why do you think Jesus connected His presence with the disciples’ mission?  What does it 
mean to be a “witness” for Christ?  Why was the command to reach “all nations” so radical? 
How can relationship with God sustain responsibility for God’s mission?


Prayer Focus: Pray for a deeper awareness of Jesus’ presence. Ask God to help you 
participate faithfully in His mission to others.


Day 2 — Pentecost and the Birth of the Church 

Scripture: Read Acts 2:1–21 and Acts 2:37–47 “I will pour out My Spirit on all people.” — 
Acts 2:17


At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit fills the believers, and people from many nations hear the gospel 
in their own languages. This moment reverses the division of Babel in Genesis 11. Instead of 
humanity scattering in pride, God now gathers people together through His Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit represents God’s presence dwelling within His people. (Covenant). No longer is Covenant 
centered only around: temple, sacrifices, national identity. Now God’s Spirit dwells among 
ordinary believers.  This fulfills prophetic promises of renewed relationship with God.


Kingdom Reflection—The Spirit empowers believers for mission.The Kingdom expands 
through: preaching, generosity, community, worship, and bold witness. Acts 2 also shows that 
the church becomes a new kind of community shaped by God’s reign: sharing resources, 
caring for one another, and crossing social barriers. The Kingdom grows not merely through 
programs or institutions, but through Spirit-filled people living transformed lives together.


Why is the coming of the Holy Spirit so important? What does Pentecost reveal about God’s 
desire for the nations? How did the early church reflect God’s Kingdom practically? What does 
Spirit-filled community look like today?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to fill you with His Spirit. Pray for unity, boldness, and love within the 
church.
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Day 3 — The Gospel Crosses Boundaries 

Scripture: Read Acts 8:26–40 and Acts 10:1–48  “God does not show favoritism…” — Acts 
10:34


Acts begins breaking major cultural barriers. First, Philip shares the gospel with an Ethiopian 
official—a foreigner and outsider to Israel’s religious system. Then Acts 10 becomes a turning 
point: Peter is sent to Cornelius, a Roman Gentile. Peter initially struggles with this idea 
because Jewish tradition had long emphasized separation from Gentiles. But God gives Peter 
a vision declaring: “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” This changes 
everything. All of a sudden, the Covenant expands. Gentiles are welcomed fully into 
relationship with God through Jesus—not by becoming ethnically Jewish first. This was 
revolutionary. God’s Covenant family is now open to all nations through faith in Christ.

Also, the Kingdom expands. The mission of God breaks through ethnic barriers, cultural 
prejudice, and religious exclusivity. The kingdom now becomes inclusive to all, not just a small 
segment of the earth’s population. The Kingdom of God cannot be confined to one group of 
people. THE BOOK OF ACTS CHALLENGES HUMAN TENDENCIES TOWARD DIVISION AND 
SUPERIORITY.


The gospel confronts every system that says:  “These people are outsiders.”  “Those people do 
not belong.”  “God only works through us.”


Why was Peter hesitant to visit Cornelius? What does Acts 10 teach about God’s heart for all 
people? How can cultural barriers hinder the mission of God? Where might prejudice or fear 
still divide people today?


Prayer Focus: Pray for a heart that reflects God’s love for all people. Ask God to remove 
prejudice, fear, or exclusivity from your heart.


Day 4 — Paul and the Kingdom to the Gentiles 

Scripture: Read Acts 13:1–12 and Acts 17:16–34  “I have made you a light for the Gentiles…” 
— Acts 13:47


Paul becomes the central missionary figure in Acts. Once a persecutor of Christians, Paul is 
transformed by an encounter with Jesus and sent to proclaim the gospel among the Gentiles. 
And afterward, he becomes known for traveling across the Roman world to…preach about 
Christ, planting churches, engaging different cultures, and even suffer persecution.


In Athens (Acts 17), Paul speaks differently than he would in a synagogue. He begins with the 
people’s culture and worldview while pointing them toward the true God revealed in Jesus. 
Paul proclaims that relationship with God is now available through Christ to everyone: Jew, 
Gentile, slave, free, male, female. The dividing walls are being removed. The Kingdom then 
spreads into cities, philosophies, economies, and cultures. It teaches us an important truth. 
The gospel is not isolated from public life—it challenges idols wherever they exist. 


ACTS SHOWS THAT THE CHURCH MUST LEARN HOW TO COMMUNICATE ETERNAL 
TRUTH ACROSS CHANGING CULTURES WITHOUT LOSING THE MESSAGE. 
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What stands out about Paul’s missionary approach? Why was the inclusion of Gentiles 
controversial? How does the gospel challenge cultural idols? What can believers learn about 
engaging culture faithfully?


Prayer Focus: Pray for wisdom and courage to share the gospel in today’s culture. Ask God to 
help His church reflect His heart for the nations.


Day 5 — The Kingdom Continues to Advance 

Scripture: Read Acts 28:23–31 and reflect on Acts as a whole  “He proclaimed the kingdom of 
God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ…” — Acts 28:31


The Book of Acts ends somewhat unexpectedly. There is no dramatic conclusion to Paul’s 
story. Instead, Acts ends with the gospel still advancing. This is intentional. The story is 
unfinished because the mission continues. Through Jesus and the Holy Spirit, people are 
reconciled to God. Communities are transformed. Relationship with God is opened to all 
nations. The Covenant family now spans the world.


The Kingdom also continues expanding through ordinary believers empowered by the Spirit. 
Acts reveals that the Kingdom advances through: witness, suffering, generosity, courage, 
prayer, and community…Not through domination or force. It’s amazing to see that the 
movement that began with a small group in Jerusalem spread across the Roman Empire 
because believers understood a couple of things. 1) God’s presence was with them. And 2) 
God’s Kingdom was bigger than themselves. Acts invites modern believers into the same story.


Why do you think Acts ends without a full conclusion? What themes stand out most to you in 
the expansion of the gospel? How does Acts challenge narrow views of God’s Kingdom? What 
role might God be calling you to play in His ongoing mission?


Prayer Focus: Thank God for including all nations in His Covenant family. Pray for courage to 
participate in His Kingdom mission wherever you are.


Closing Reflection 
The Book of Acts reveals the explosive expansion of both: Covenant — restored relationship 
with God through Christ and the Holy Spirit, and Kingdom — participation in God’s mission to 
the world. Acts shows: 1)the Spirit empowering believers, 2) barriers breaking down, 3) 
Gentiles welcomed fully, and 4) the gospel crossing cultures and nations. The message 
becomes clear: GOD’S KINGDOM IS FOR ALL PEOPLE. And the mission continues today 
through people who live in relationship with God while carrying His love and truth into the 
world.


WEEK 11 - Where is the rest of the story headed? 
From Acts to Revelation 

After the church expands in the Book of Acts, the New Testament reveals something 
breathtaking: God’s Covenant and Kingdom were never meant for one nation alone. Through 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit: the Covenant becomes open to all people, the Kingdom spreads 
across cultures and nations, and humanity is invited into relationship with God and 
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participation in His mission. From Genesis to Revelation, Scripture tells one unified story: God 
pursuing humanity with love. The Covenant reveals God’s desire:  “I will be their God, and they 
will be My people.” The Kingdom reveals God’s purpose: to restore creation under His good 
and loving reign. Together, Covenant and Kingdom become God’s “love letter” to the world: an 
invitation into relationship,  a call into purpose, and a promise of restoration.


Day 1 — The Gospel for All People 

Scripture: Read Acts 17:22–31 and John 3:16–17  “He Himself gives everyone life and breath 
and everything else.” — Acts 17:25


As the gospel spreads after Acts, the message becomes increasingly clear. God’s heart has 
always been for ALL people. In Athens, Paul speaks to Gentiles unfamiliar with Jewish 
Scripture. Instead of condemning them immediately, Paul begins with God’s desire to be 
known. Paul explains: 1) God created humanity. 2) God is near to every person. 3) God desires 
people to seek Him. This reveals the heart of Covenant: God wants relationship with humanity. 
John 3:16 reminds us: “For God so loved the world…” Not merely one tribe, nation, or culture. 
God’s reign is not built through conquest or domination, but through invitation, transformation, 
and reconciliation. The church becomes a living sign that God’s love crosses every barrier.


Many people imagine God as distant or angry. But Scripture consistently reveals a God 
pursuing humanity despite rebellion and brokenness. The gospel is not merely information—it 
is an invitation into restored relationship and renewed purpose.


Why is it important that the gospel is for all people? What does Acts 17 reveal about God’s 
nearness? How does God’s love challenge division and exclusion? In what ways have you 
experienced God pursuing relationship with you?


Prayer Focus: Thank God for His love for all people. Pray for greater compassion and 
openness toward people from different backgrounds and experiences.


Day 2 — Adopted Into God’s Family 

Scripture: Read Romans 8:14–17 and Galatians 4:4–7  “The Spirit you received brought 
about your adoption to sonship.” — Romans 8:15


One of the most beautiful themes after Acts is adoption into God’s family. The Covenant is no 
longer centered around ethnicity, law, or geography. Through Christ: strangers become family, 
outsiders become heirs, and sinners become children of God. This is deeply relational. God 
does not merely tolerate people—He adopts them. The Spirit teaches believers to cry: “Abba, 
Father.” This is intimate language of trust and closeness.


But here’s the cool thing. Children of God also inherit and become participants in God’s 
Kingdom. Inheritance carries responsibility: representing God’s character, loving others, serving 
faithfully, and living differently from the world around us.  Kingdom life flows from identity, not 
performance. Many people live trying to earn worth, approval, or belonging. But the gospel 
declares: belonging begins with God’s love and grace. Obedience becomes a response to love, 
not an attempt to earn it.
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What does adoption reveal about God’s heart? Why is intimacy with God important for spiritual 
growth? How does identity shape responsibility? What changes when people begin seeing 
themselves as children of God?


Prayer Focus: Pray for deeper assurance of God’s love and acceptance. Ask God to help you 
live confidently as His child.


Day 3 — The Church as God’s Living Love Letter 

Scripture: Read 2 Corinthians 3:2–6 and Ephesians 2:11–22  “You yourselves are our 
letter…” — 2 Corinthians 3:2


Paul describes believers as “living letters” read by the world. This meant that the church is 
meant to visibly demonstrate God’s love, reconciliation, grace, an unity into the world. In 
Ephesians 2, Paul explains that Christ tears down dividing walls between Jew and Gentile. 
Keep in mind, this was revolutionary! This was unheard of previously. Once the church was 
exclusionary but now, it becomes evidence that God’s Covenant and Kingdom are expanding 
to include all humanity. The church exists to embody restored relationship with God: worship, 
prayer, love, forgiveness, and unity.


The church also carries responsibility: 1) caring for the vulnerable. 2) proclaiming God’s truth. 3)  
serving sacrificially. 4) reflecting God’s justice and mercy.  If it does this, the church becomes a 
preview of God’s coming Kingdom. Sadly, the church has not always reflected God’s love well. 
And yet, scripture continually calls believers back to becoming a faithful witness of God’s heart 
to the world.


What does it mean to be a “living letter”? Why is unity important in the church? How should the 
church reflect God’s Kingdom differently than the world? In what ways can believers better 
demonstrate God’s love publicly?


Prayer Focus: Pray for the church to reflect God’s love and truth faithfully. Ask God to help you 
become a witness of grace and reconciliation.


Day 4 — Living Between the “Already” and “Not Yet” 

Scripture: Read Romans 8:18–25 and Revelation 21:1–7  “Those who are victorious will 
inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be My children.” — Revelation 21:7


The New Testament teaches that God’s Kingdom is both already present, and not yet fully 
complete. As the church we are called to partner with God to bring the kingdom into the now. 
The church experiences God’s presence now, yet creation still groans with brokenness, 
suffering, injustice, death, and pain.  But Revelation 21 gives breathtaking hope. In it God 
promises a new heaven and new earth. A place where there are no more tears…no more death. 
And it’s a. Place where God has restored intimacy with humanity

Notice the Covenant language: “I will be their God and they will be My children.”

And the Kingdom language: God’s reign fully restores creation. The story of Scripture ends 
where it began: humanity dwelling with God. The Bible is ultimately a love story about God 
refusing to abandon creation.


Revelation shows the fulfillment of both Covenant and Kingdom: perfect relationship, a 
restored world, and God once again dwelling among His people forever.
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Why is hope important in the Christian life?  What does Revelation 21 reveal about God’s 
ultimate purpose?  How does future hope shape present living?  What parts of creation most 
deeply need restoration today?


Prayer Focus: Thank God for the hope of restoration and renewal. Pray for endurance, 
faithfulness, and hope in difficult seasons.


Day 5 — Joining God’s Love Story 

Scripture: Read Colossians 3:12–17 and Matthew 5:13–16  “Let your light shine before 
others…” — Matthew 5:16


God’s Covenant and Kingdom are not merely theological ideas—they are invitations into a way 
of life. Believers are called to embody compassion, forgiveness, humility, love, peace, mercy 
and truth. The church is supposed to continue God’s love letter to the world through everyday 
faithfulness. When it succeeds, relationships with God transform the inner lives and give 
people new identities and desires. The relationship deepens true acts of worship and trust. 
Then, the transformation overflows outward into relationships, service, justice, mercy, and 
witness. The Kingdom spreads as ordinary people reflect the character of Jesus.


From Acts to Revelation, Scripture tells the story of God expanding His family across the earth. 
The invitation remains open: Know God—Walk with Him—Reflect His love—Participate in His 
restoration of the world


The Covenant and Kingdom together reveal the heart of God: not domination, but redemption; 
not exclusion, but invitation; not abandonment, but love.


What does it mean to participate in God’s love story? How can your life reflect both Covenant 
and Kingdom? Why is love central to Christian witness? What responsibilities has God 
entrusted to you in His Kingdom?


Prayer Focus: Ask God to help you reflect His love faithfully in your relationships, work, and 
community. Pray that your life would point others toward His grace and truth.


Closing Reflection 
After the church expands in Acts, the New Testament reveals the breathtaking scope of God’s 
plan: people from every nation, language, and background welcomed into relationship with 
Him. The Covenant reveals God’s desire: to dwell with His people in love. The Kingdom reveals 
God’s purpose: to restore creation under His reign. Together, they form God’s great love letter 
to humanity: an invitation into relationship, transformation, belonging, and hope.

And  AT THE CENTER OF THAT STORY STANDS JESUS—the faithful King who brings 
humanity home to God.



