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August 2022 

Christ Church Cathedral Vestry Response to Gun Violence  

Our Dear Siblings in Christ:  

It is with great sadness that we hear of mass shooting incidents with increasing frequency, even as we see 
the escalation of individual shootings and suicides by firearms in our own community.  Since a shooting 
within our own Episcopal family – at a church gathering in Vestavia Hills, Alabama – there was another 
tragic loss of lives from gun violence at a July 4th parade in Highland Park, Illinois, and another at a 
shopping mall in Greenwood, Indiana. In Hamilton County during the month of June alone, 42 people were 
the victims of individual shootings with 8 deaths. 

Such acts strike at the heart of our Christian values and together we pray for the loss of life in these 
preventable tragedies.   

Safety within our walls and within our community is a top priority at Christ Church Cathedral. We have 
invested in measures to ensure that our parishioners and visiting community members feel comfortable and 
secure. At our Sunday services, unarmed, retired police officers are presently serving as ambassadors if a 
need arises. Increased cameras and enhanced security features have been implemented to allow us to 
celebrate in the fellowship of Christ in the most unobtrusive way possible throughout the week and 
especially on weekends.   

In the Greater Cincinnati community, the Cathedral has prioritized gun safety by actively collaborating 
with and financially supporting violence prevention efforts through the public health initiative of the Gun 
Violence Prevention Working Group. The GVP Working Group brings people together from various faith 
communities to partner with city agencies, social service groups, activists, and law enforcement to enact 
meaningful, community-driven projects to reduce gun violence. The vestry stands with Dean Owen in calling 
our community to pray and take action by making gun violence prevention a top initiative in our community 
as we strive for justice and peace.  

The Episcopal Church has articulated our spiritual response to gun violence with Policies on Gun Safety and 
Gun Reform and Resolutions Regarding Gun Violence. These statements advocate for a variety of 
reasonable measures to reduce violence, such as permit requirements, background check improvements, 
and funding for gun violence prevention research. This is not a partisan issue. This is our response to Jesus' 
words of serving the marginalized, “Whenever you failed to do one of these things to someone who was 
being overlooked or ignored, that was me—you failed to do it to me.” 

We encourage you to explore the Episcopal Church’s resources on gun safety and gun reform, as well as 
other initiatives to help prevent unnecessary tragedies. Informative links to consider as we prayerfully 
prepare to translate our hearts and voices into actions: 

Bishops United Against Gun Violence 

The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act  

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Center for Gun Violence Solutions 

RAND Corporation: Gun Violence 

Thank you for standing with us in unity, in peace, and in Christ. 

Anne Jaroszewicz, Senior Warden 
Drew Abbott, Junior Warden 
Sue Brammer 
Elizabeth Brown  
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