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BREAKING THE ICE 
 

● What impacted you most about this week’s message? Have you been able to reflect on 
what it means for your life? 

 
UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH 
Read the Passage (Acts 19:1-41) 
 
Throughout this chapter, we get to see how Jesus changes everything. The first 7 verses tell us 
about several disciples of John, the forerunner of Jesus. But once Paul introduces them to Jesus, 
they receive the Holy Spirit and are empowered for ministry. Then we see Paul diligently 
preaching and sowing the seeds for the church to spread throughout Asia and beyond. The next 
story takes a drastic turn, showing how using Jesus’s name for your own purposes will only end 
in failure. And finally, we see how Paul’s preaching of Jesus changes the lives of the Ephesians, 
both within and outside of the growing church.  
 

1. How long did Paul speak in the synagogue? How long in the hall of Tyrannus? 
2. In hindsight, why did God have Paul to go both places? (Hint: See verse 10) 
3. Acts 19:12 says that pieces of Paul’s clothing were used to cast out evil spirits. Why do 

you think the Sons of Sceva could not do the same when they invoked the name of 
Jesus? (Hint: Does the passage say that were followers of Jesus?) 

4. What were the two things that happened to the people of Ephesus in verse 17 because 
of the episode with the Sons of Sceva? 

5. When God reveals his power, one of our natural responses is fear. Read Exodus 20:20. 
What does it say that this fear of God leads us to? 

6. What did the fear of God lead the people of Ephesus to do in Acts 19? 
7. How did their actions affect the surrounding people? (See verse 20) 

 
 
SEEING JESUS CHRIST 
 
One theme that is written all over this chapter is the power of Jesus. From his working to build 
up the church to the amazing miracles that were happening, Jesus is restoring and redeeming 
what was lost and broken.  
 

• Paul was able to heal the sick and rid people of demons through Jesus’s power. Read 
John 10:10. What does Jesus want for you? 

• Continue reading John 10:14-18. What has Jesus given so that you may be with him? 
What does it mean for you that he gives himself “of his own accord”? 

  



MAKING IT MATTER 
 
Last week we discussed how it’s not up to us to change people’s hearts, it’s only our 
responsibility to continue speaking about Jesus. In Acts 19, we see a vivid picture of this in how 
God brought all kinds of people to salvation through Paul’s diligence, even when Paul himself 
didn’t see it. 
 

1. Go around to each person in your group and discuss how your personal outreach has 
been going. (Group Leaders – as in previous weeks, remember to be encouraging. 
Some in your group may have nothing to report. If that’s the case, offer to help 
identify ways to overcome obstacles). 

2. What are some new ways you can reach out over this next week? 
3. How can this group help you to do so? 
4. When God showed up powerfully to the people in Ephesus, they recognized their sin 

and repented, taking action to make sure it was gone from their lives. Romans 2:10 tells 
us that it is God’s kindness (not condemnation) that leads us to repentance. Are there 
any areas of your life that are hindering you from drawing near to Jesus?  

5. As you’ve been challenged to reach out to others, are there things that have gotten in 
the way that you are unwilling to change? 

 
PRAYING FOR GOD’S POWER 
 
“This is the confidence we have before him: If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 
And if we know that he hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked 
of him.”  1 John 5:14-15  

When we pray according to God’s will it engages the power and guidance of God to 
bring about our transformation. If we apply these things in our own strength, then it is just 
legalistic obedience. But, when we humbly ask God to change us and empower us according to 
His will and by His Spirit, it becomes transformational AND it glorifies God. 

 
1. Pray for each member of your group in the areas that they’ve shared. Feel free to 

change it up and break into smaller groups so that everyone is prayed over.  
2. We know that God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 

the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). Take heart as you pray for each other to carry out his will in 
your life. 


