Sermon #10: Galatians 4:21-31
April 12, 2026

BREAKING THE ICE 
When you think of your relationship with God, does it feel more like a servant following rules or a child living in a parent's home? What shapes that feeling?

UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH 
Read the Passage: Galatians 4:21–31
Brief Summary: Paul uses an allegory - a story where the details represent deeper spiritual realities - drawn from Genesis. Abraham had two sons: Ishmael (born to Hagar the slave woman by human means of trying to achieve the promise) and Isaac (born to Sarah the free woman through God's supernatural promise). Recall, Sarah had been barren for 90 yrs. Paul uses this as an allegory (v. 24): Hagar represents the Sinai covenant (given through Moses) of law-keeping, which produces spiritual slavery; Sarah represents the new covenant of grace, which produces freedom. Believers are children of the promise - like Isaac.
1. What challenge does Paul issue in verse 21 to those who want to live "under the law"?
2. According to verse 22-23, who were Abraham's two sons, and who were their mothers? What was the key difference in how the two sons were born (v. 23)?
3. In verse 24, Paul says he is using these things "allegorically” or “figuratively” as some versions translate. Which covenant does Hagar correspond to, where did it originate, and what condition does it produce in her children (vv. 24–25)?
4. What does Paul say about "the Jerusalem above" and her children (v. 26)?
5. How does Paul figuratively apply the Isaiah 54:1 quote in verse 27 to the church (i.e. the “childless woman”) in comparison to the woman who has a husband (and can physical give birth of her own ability)?
6. How does Paul directly apply this allegory to the Galatian believers in verse 28?
7. What parallel does Paul draw in verse 29 about persecution — then and now?
8. What does the Scripture quoted in verse 30 command regarding the slave woman and her son (Keep in mind, Paul is speaking figuratively. Who do the “slave and her son” represent spiritually?)?
9. What is Paul's concluding declaration in verse 31?


SEEING JESUS CHRIST 
The child of promise in this passage is Isaac — but the ultimate fulfillment of God's promise is Jesus Christ. It is through Jesus that we become children of the free woman, born not by human effort but by the Spirit. The "Jerusalem above" - free, eternal, the true homeland of God's people - is made accessible only through Christ's work on the cross. We are not slaves striving to earn what God has freely given; we are heirs, because of him.
· How does knowing that your spiritual life is Christ's work, not yours, change the way you approach your walk with God this week?


MAKING IT MATTER
1. In what area of your spiritual life are you most tempted to operate like Ishmael — trying to produce through your own effort what only God can give through promise and faith?
2. Is there a "Hagar system" in your life (i.e. a set of rules, habits, or religious performances you're trusting in alongside, or instead of, grace)?
3. Paul says those born of the Spirit will face opposition from those born of the flesh. Have you experienced this? Have you participated in it toward others? How does knowing this pattern change how you respond?
4. What specific "slave mentality" (a fear, a compulsion to earn approval, or a legalistic habit) do you need to actively cast out this week?

PRAYING FOR GOD'S POWER 
“This is the confidence we have before him: If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked of him.” - 1 John 5:14-15 When we pray according to God’s will, it engages the power and guidance of God to bring about our transformation. If we apply these truths in our own strength, it becomes legalistic obedience. But when we humbly ask God to change us and empower us according to His will and by His Spirit, it becomes transformational and glorifies Him.
· If you’re not sure you are truly free in Christ, take time to talk with a member of the group about what it means to trust Jesus Christ and receive the new life He offers.
· Take 2 minutes to write down any areas where you've drifted back into a slave's mindset. In partners, share and pray with one another for the courage to "cast out" what doesn't belong in the life of a free child of God.


