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(Group Leaders – This week, please spend the majority of your group time in the “Making it 
Matter” section). 
 
BREAKING THE ICE 
 
How has this series begun to shape your vision of the calling to share the gospel with others?  

UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH 
Read the Passage (Acts 18:1-17) 
 
The apostle Paul is now well into his 2nd missionary journey. With Athens in his rearview mirror, 
he now arrives in the city of Corinth. In Paul’s day, Corinth was the political capital of Greece 
and the seat of the Roman proconsul. The city was strategically located with harbors facing two 
seas as well as being a major intersection point of major land routes. As such, Corinth had 
become a melding pot for multiple cultures and religions. As a result, Corinth had become 
famous for the licentious worship of Venus and the gods of the Phoenicians. So depraved was 
the city of Corinth that the name of the city became synonymous with immorality and 
debauchery.   
 
Recalling all that took place in Athens (and anticipating what awaits him), take a moment to 
speculate as to Paul’s emotional state upon his arrival in Corinth. Try to read between the lines. 
In your opinion, how do you think Paul might have been feeling (Hint - see 1 Cor. 2:3 for more 
insight)? 

1. What caused Paul to be fearful? (Compare Acts 13:45 with Acts 18:6). 
2. What wise steps did Paul take as he began sharing the gospel in Corinth (Hint – 

community and encouragement of other believers)? 
3. Who were the people (in this passage) who were encouragers to Paul? 
4. Given the Lord’s promise to Paul (verse 10) why do you think other human ministry 

partners were also important to Paul?  
5. As Paul is encouraged by the Holy Spirit and the community of others, what outcomes 

are reported? Note the people who came to faith (see verses 7-8). What more do we 
know about Priscilla & Aquila (hint – traveled with Paul see verse 18, they discipled 
Apollos see verse 26). Compare Acts 18:17 with 1 Cor. 1:1, do you suppose Sosthenes 
(of Acts 18) became a convert to Christianity and is the same Sosthenes mentioned by 
Paul in 1 Cor. 1?  

 
 
 
 



SEEING JESUS CHRIST 
 
Faithfulness to our calling (of evangelism) is not easy and was never intended to be carried out 
alone. We need one another for encouragement and support. Even the very Son of God carried 
out His ministry calling in the company of ministry partners. 

1. Aside from His disciples, who else became ministry partners with Jesus? 
2. How did they minister to Jesus as He ministered to people?  

MAKING IT MATTER 
 
The apostle Paul arrives in Corinth discouraged and with great fear and trembling. Yet, he soon 
found ministry partners (Aquila & Priscilla) and later, Silas, Timothy, Crispus, and Crispus’ entire 
family. According to Acts 17:11, Paul remained in Corinth for 18 months before continuing his 
missionary journey. 

1. What do you believe were the factors that helped Paul to overcome his fear and 
trembling becoming a successful minister in Corinth for a year and a half? 

2. How does the community of believers help encourage us in our missionary calling of 
evangelism? How do you see this in relationship to the admonition of Hebrews 10:25? 

3. Last week, you were encouraged to consider your social circles (family, friends, work, 
hobbies, etc.). Each group member was encouraged to identify at least one person 
whom they wish to pursue and share Jesus. Take a moment to let each group member 
share who they are feeling led to pursue. 

4. Last week, you were asked as a group to brainstorm ideas as to how relationships can be 
built with those you’ve identified. You were asked to commit to taking a step toward 
that person(s). Take a moment to let each group member report on their progress, what 
steps were taken, how did it go, etc. (Group Leaders – be tender here. Some in your 
group may have nothing to report. That’s OK, this is a time to encourage). 

5. What causes you the most fear and trembling when it comes to sharing Jesus with 
others? Take a moment to let each person share any discouragements or successes 
they’ve experienced. 

6. How can your small group be supportive or encouraging to you? 
7. What is one action step you’re willing to take this week to overcome any fear or 

discouragement you may be experience? 

PRAYING FOR GOD’S POWER 
 
After each group member has had an opportunity to share the name(s) (question 3 above), the 
steps they’ve taken (question 4 above), and the fears, discouragements or successes 
experienced (question 5 above) … take some time to pray for each group member.  
 
Remind them that the work of conversion is the responsibility of the Holy Spirit. Ours is to 
simply speak in love the truth we know.  


