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BREAKING THE ICE 

• What impacted you most about this week’s message? 

UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH 
Read the Passage (Acts 29:17-38) 
 
As chapter 19 ends, unrest has broken out in Ephesus. The silversmith (Demetrius) stirred up 
other craftsmen fearful that their lucrative business of making idols would be destroyed by 
Paul’s preaching of “The Way.”  
 
Acts 20 records the conclusion of Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey. Paul was headed to Jerusalem 
with the intention of arriving before Pentecost. On the way, he took time in Troas to encourage 
the believers there. Upon arriving in Miletus, Paul sends for the elders of Ephesus. His desire is 
to encourage and warn those to whom he’s delegated care of the church. 

1. There are three primary points Paul wishes to emphasize with the Ephesian elders. 
a. A review of his past ministry in Ephesus (verses 18-21). 
b. An explanation of the current situation for both Paul and the church (verses 22-

27). 
c. Instruction for these shepherds of God’s flock to help them faithfully carry out 

their future responsibilities (verses 28-35). 
2. Take a few minutes to look at each of these points. What can we learn from Paul’s 

words of wisdom? How can we apply his instruction into our lives? 

SEEING JESUS CHRIST 

1. How do you see Paul’s instruction to the elders of Ephesus aligning with the teachings of 
Jesus? 

2. Paul states to the elders that he served with “great humility.” What is said about Jesus 
in Philippians 2:5-8? How can we practice humility while serving? 

3. Paul states to the elders that he served with “tears.” How to you see this aligning with 
Jesus’ weeping over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41-44)? How should we be compelled to ‘weep’ 
over the lost and the sin around us? 

4. Paul states to the elders that he continued to serve, even in the face of “severe testing” 
by his Jewish opponents. Likewise, Jesus faced relentless opposition. What opposition 
do you face for the gospel? How should we handle opposition when encountered? 

 
 
 



MAKING IT MATTER 
 
Last week you were asked to “go around to each person in your group and discuss how your 
personal outreach has been going. (Group Leaders – as in previous weeks, remember to be 
encouraging. Some in your group may have nothing to report. If that’s the case, offer to help 
identify ways to overcome obstacles). This week, ask if there are any updates.  

1. Paul demonstrates fearlessness in preaching the gospel. Why do you think that being 
fearless in sharing the gospel helps you to finish strong? What do you believe is the 
correlation? 

2. In verse 28, Paul admonishes the elders to “keep watch over yourselves…” What does it 
mean to you to “shepherd your own heart?” How do you do it personally? 

3. In what ways do you pray for the “shepherds” in your life? What challenges do you 
believe they face? 

4. In verse 29, Paul warns against “savage wolves” coming in among you. Can you describe 
an episode where you knew you were facing a “wolf” in your life? How did you face and 
defeat them?  

5. In verses 32-35, Paul speaks of generosity. What does the saying “it is more blessed to 
give than to receive” mean to you? In what ways have you seen this to be true in your 
life? 

6. In 20:36 – 21:1, Paul shows his emotional love for the elders in Ephesus. Are you 
comfortable with your emotions in relationships? What do you fear? What do you feel 
you have to prove and to whom? 

7. In verse 22, Paul speaks of the Holy Spirit’s guidance in his life. How does the Holy Spirit 
work in your life? What do you think it means to “walk in the power of the Holy Spirit?” 

8. What, if any changes, do you think Jesus wants to make in your life to help you “finish 
strong?” 

 
PRAYING FOR GOD’S POWER 
 
“This is the confidence we have before him: If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 
And if we know that he hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked 
of him. (1 John 5:14-15).  
 
When we pray according to God’s will it engages the power and guidance of God to bring about 
our transformation. If we apply these things in our own strength, then it is just legalistic 
obedience. But, when we humbly ask God to change us and empower us according to his will 
and by his Spirit, it becomes transformational AND glorifies God. 

• Ask people to share one key, specific application from today’s lesson that they want God 
to bring about in their life. Then take time to pray for each other in these areas. 


