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BREAKING THE ICE 

• What impacted you most about this week’s message? 

UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH 
Read the Passage (Acts 16:11-40) 
 
In response to the Macedonian call, Paul and those traveling with him immediately boarded a 
ship at Troas and sailed across the Aegean Sea, landing at Neapolis, the port city for Philippi. 
Shortly after their arrival, the missionaries learned of and shared the gospel with a group of 
God-fearing women who met each Sabbath on a riverbank to pray. Among these women was 
Lydia, a wealthy cloth merchant. Embracing the gospel, Lydia becomes the first European 
convert to Jesus. The rest of chapter 16 highlights two others who also had life changing 
encounters with the gospel.   
 
Paul visited Philippi on his 2nd missionary journey in approximately A.D. 51. By this time in 
history, Philippi had become a thriving commercial center because of its strategic location as 
the first city on the Egnatian Way. Philippi was considered part of Rome and its people were 
Roman citizens. Inscribed on the arches outside the city was a prohibition against bringing an 
unrecognized religion into the city. This is likely the reason the prayer meeting was held outside 
the city along a riverbank. 

1. Compare and contrast the highlighted characters in this narrative (Paul, Lydia, the 
demon possessed slave girl, the slave girl’s owners, the jailer). How are they similar? 
How do they differ? What is unique about each? 

2. What was Lydia’s response after her conversion (see verse 15)? What can we learn from 
this example? 

3. Not much is known about the demon possessed slave girl after Paul command the evil 
spirit to come out of her. Many theologians suggest she too became a follower of Jesus. 
So, speculate a little here. What do you think her attitude may have been? Why? 

4. What was the attitude of the slave girl’s owners?  
5. Those who became jailers were secular, often retired military officers. They were 

typically hard, unsympathetic men who could be counted upon to keep the prisoners in 
line and compliant. Theirs was a serious job. If a prisoner escaped, the jailer would pay 
with his own life. Knowing this, how did embracing the gospel change his heart? 

SEEING JESUS CHRIST 
 
In reading this narrative, Luke is showing us something important about the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. In Philippi, the gospel went first to a group of women gathered outside the city for 
prayer. Also, to a demonic slave girl and to a jailer. 



1. Who is the gospel for?  
2. Recall how Jesus engaged with people. Who did he welcome? With whom did he have 

the harshest comments? 
3. What was the difference between these two groups?  
4. Why do you suspect that Paul eventually cast the demon from the slave girl? Jesus often 

encountered individuals with demonic possession. How often did he accept or 
appreciate their testimony? (Group Leader’s hint – Jesus never accepted their 
testimony. He had come to destroy Satan’s work and he needed no one to validate him 
or who he was).  

5. Review the jailer’s response after hearing the gospel (verses 29-34). How has the gospel 
changed this man to be more like Jesus? 

6. Within this narrative, list the instances of humility and sacrifice you observe. How do 
humility and sacrifice advance the gospel? 

MAKING IT MATTER 

1. The gospel of Jesus is for everyone, and it should bring about obvious life change in all 
who have received and believed. Share (as much as you’re comfortable) how the gospel 
has changed your life.  

2. All of us may have some reservations about specific groups or types of people. Based on 
what you’ve read in Acts 16, what needs to change in you? 

3. When you read Lydia’s response (verse 15) what do you suspect may have changed in 
her heart? How did she respond to Paul and those with him?  

4. When you see the response of the owners of the demonic slave girl, what was their 
response to the gospel? How can we find ourselves being more like them than like 
Jesus? 

5. To what risks do you suppose the jailer exposed himself and his family? What risks are 
you called to take regarding the gospel? 

6. Share (as much as you’re comfortable) where the Holy Spirit is leading you to grow in 
the areas of sacrifice and humility for the sake of the gospel. 

PRAYING FOR GOD’S POWER 
 
“This is the confidence we have before him: If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 
And if we know that he hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked 
of him. (1 John 5:14-15).  
 
When we pray according to God’s will it engages the power and guidance of God to bring about 
our transformation. If we apply these things in our own strength, then it is just legalistic 
obedience. But, when we humbly ask God to change us and empower us according to his will 
and by his Spirit, it becomes transformational AND glorifies God. 

• Ask people to share one key, specific application from today’s lesson that they want God 
to bring about in their life. Then take time to pray for each other in these areas. 


