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BREAKING THE ICE 
 

● What impacted you most about this week’s message? 
 
UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH 
 
Acts 21 tells of Paul’s return to Jerusalem and ministry toward the Jews in the Temple. The 
people there, however, understood Paul to be undermining their worship, since he was 
teaching that they did not have to follow their customs. When they recognized Paul in the 
Temple, the Jewish people stirred up a riot and began to beat him. The Roman officials had him 
arrested in an attempt to prevent his death at the hands of the mob. But even after being 
beaten, Paul asked to address the crowd that had gathered. In chapter 22, Paul explains the 
radical change in his life. 
 
Read the Passage (Acts 22:1-22) 
 

1. How did Paul “give a defense” for himself? Did he rationalize his decisions to persuade 
his audience, or did he use a different method? 

2. Back in Acts 17, Paul spoke to the people at the Areopagus by using the common ground 
of their religious ideas, like the altar to the unknown god. Do you see him doing the 
same thing here for his Jewish audience? In what ways?  

3. When giving his testimony, did Paul try and excuse his previous way of living? Why do 
you think he shared about his persecution of Christians? 

4. Who does Paul say was behind his conversion to Christianity? Do you think some of his 
hearers would have concluded that what he now believed was just another 
philosophical system? 

5. What does Paul say changed about his life after his encounter with Jesus? 
 
SEEING JESUS CHRIST 
 
This section of Acts emphasizes Paul’s love for the lost people of Jerusalem through his desire 
to share Jesus with them, even after they had physically assaulted him. Earlier in the book, we 
saw that Steven expressed this same kind of love for the people who killed him, when he asked 
God not to hold their sin against them (Acts 7:60). But the greatest expression of this deep love 
is seen through Jesus’s life and death. 
 

1. Read Romans 5:6-11. Who did Christ die for?  
2. Sometimes words like “sinners” and “ungodly” can lose their meaning as we hear them 

often or as they’re used as jokes and downplayed. What does Romans 5:9 say that we 
deserve from God? 



3. Jesus taught that you should love your enemies and pray for them. What does Isaiah 
53:12 say that Jesus did for his enemies? 

4. Read Romans 5:6-11 once again. How did Jesus’s sacrifice change our relationship to 
God? What was the motivation for Jesus’s death? (See verse 8) 
 

MAKING IT MATTER 
 
We want to continue to make sure that we are putting into practice what we learn together in 
our group. Ask how personal outreach has been going and if there are any examples that can be 
shared to encourage one another.  (Group Leaders – as in previous weeks, remember to be 
encouraging. Some in your group may have nothing to report. If that’s the case, offer to help 
identify ways to overcome obstacles). 
 

1. Does looking at Jesus’s heart for sinners change how you see others?  
2. Paul intentionally asked to testify to the people persecuting him. What do you think it 

would take to share Jesus with the same people who want to harm you? 
3. Paul used a very simple framework to testify to what Jesus had done in his life. He told 

his audience who he used to be, what Jesus did, and what he has become. A simple way 
to do this for yourself is to fill in the blanks: 

a. I was _______. 
b. But God ________. 
c. And now ________. 

4. Have each person in your group fill in the blank for themselves and share with the rest 
of the group. 

5. Discuss ways that you can use this tool to witness to what Jesus has done in your life. 
Can you think of situations where this would be helpful? 

 
PRAYING FOR GOD’S POWER 
 
“This is the confidence we have before him: If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 
And if we know that he hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked 
of him.”  1 John 5:14-15  
 

When we pray according to God’s will it engages the power and guidance of God to 
bring about our transformation. If we apply these things in our own strength, then it is just 
legalistic obedience. But, when we humbly ask God to change us and empower us according to 
His will and by His Spirit, it becomes transformational AND it glorifies God. 

 
1. Ask people to share one key, specific application from today’s lesson that they want 

God to bring about in their life. Then take time to pray for each other in these areas.  


