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Pastor David’s Weekly Devotional 

Most likely, anyone who has been a Christian for any length of time has discovered that the Christian 

life is full of paradoxes (i.e., an assertion that appears to be a contradiction, yet communicates a profound 

truth).  For example, the Christian is a person who leads by serving; he grows by dying; he finds his life 

by giving it away; he saves his life by losing it; he believes in whom he cannot see; he is whole when he 

is broken; he rejoices in persecution; he finds joy in trials; he is strongest when on his knees; he is truly 

something when he knows he’s nothing; he is wisest when he knows his own foolishness; his home is 

someplace he has never been; his mind is on heaven but his feet are on earth; he is found when he realizes 

that he is lost; when he gives up everything he loses nothing; when he is humble he is exalted and when 

he exalts himself he will be humbled; when he is poor he is rich and when he is rich he is poor; when he 

suffers he is blessed; when he is last he is first and when he is first he is last; when he is weak he is strong; 

when he surrenders he is victorious; and when he dies he lives forevermore!  These paradoxical truths 

serve to describe the rational complexities and profundities of one’s faith in Christ Jesus. 

Perhaps the greatest paradox in all of Scripture is found in Acts 2:22-23 as the Apostle Peter – after 

Christ’s crucifixion on the cross, resurrection from the dead and ascension into heaven – proclaimed, 

“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders 

and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.  23This man was handed over 

to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death 

by nailing him to the cross.”  In just a couple sentences, Peter provides the ultimate answer to the ultimate 

question, “Who crucified Jesus Christ?”  The answer is that wicked men nailed Jesus to the cross, but God 

handed Him over to be crucified (cf. Acts 3:13-17; 4:27-28). 

Although Peter’s declaration may at first glance appear to be a contradiction, it is in actuality a 

profound statement of divine truth.  For while those who physically crucified Christ are completely 

culpable for their sin, it was God who sovereignly determined that Christ would be crucified.  Though this 

is difficult for our human brains to comprehend, it is nonetheless the central message of the Bible.  

Centuries before Christ was born the prophet Isaiah wrote, “… it was the LORD’s will to crush him and 

cause him to suffer …” (Is.53:10).  In the same vein, after Christ was resurrected the Apostle Paul wrote 

that God “did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all …” (Rom.8:32). 

God not only allowed His one and only Son to be crucified, but He also foreknew and foreordained 

that Jesus would be crucified.  Why would God sovereignly permit and determine that Jesus would die on 

the cross?  Thankfully, God beautifully expresses this seemingly inexpressibly truth in His Word: “God 

made [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” 

(2 Cor.5:21; cf. Rom.5:6-10; Gal.3:13; 1Pet.3:18; 1Jn.4:10,14).  God sent His Son to die on the cross in 

order that He would pay the full penalty for all the sins of all who would ever believe. 

And yet, it must be noted that Jesus voluntarily left heaven to be crucified in our place and for our 

sins.  “I am the good shepherd … I lay down my life for the sheep. … I lay down my life that I may take it 

up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have authority to lay it down, 

and I have authority to take it up again.  This charge I have received from my Father” (Jn.10:14-18). 

The cross simultaneously reveals God’s deep hatred of sin and His deep love for sinners (Rom.5:8).  

Christ willingly bore God’s full wrath so we could receive His infinite grace.  He endured the punishment 

of our sin, so we could receive the inheritance of His righteousness.  Yes, God loves you that much!   
 

Together in and for Christ, 

Pastor David 

 
 

Scripture Readings for the Week (Monday – Sunday ~ Week #2): 

Genesis 4-7; Joshua 6-10; Psalm 3-5; Job 3-4; Isaiah 7-11; Matthew 3-4; Romans 3-4 

Recommended Reading: 

“The Gospel According to God” by John MacArthur 


