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Pastor David’s Weekly Devotional 
Perhaps as much as two decades ago, I noticed a subtle but significant change with regard to the way 

“worship” music was packaged.  Early in my ministry, I would often go to a Christian bookstore to look 

for new books and music.  As the years went by, I saw more and more album covers depict the 

worshippers rather than the God who is to be worshipped.  The packaging of praise and worship music 

showed pictures of people in various postures of worship (including massive crowds, tear-filled faces, 

and stirring displays of emotion), rather than the previous normal symbols which represented God’s 

divine character or attribute (such as a cross, a Bible, a dove, or a church). 

Personally, I do not think this change was accidental nor do I think it was inconsequential.  It seems 

this is reflective of our current perspective on worship.  Today, many Christians view a “good worship 

service” as one that moved them emotionally, left them with a “spiritual high” or gave them some 

dramatic experience, rather than being defined as that which accurately offers to God the praise and 

glory that He is due.  Consequently, more and more churches are being persuaded to create a worship 

experience, worship leaders are compelled to be entertainers and performers, and those who gather tend 

to evaluate the service on the basis of whether or not it stirred their emotions or compelled them to 

express themselves in dynamic ways.  In the end, music, mood, and theatrics become the supreme 

objects of worship and not God. 

True worship is more than just music about God, and the true worshipper does more than just sing 

about God.  Unfortunately, in our culture, music and worship have become synonymous.  But music in 

and of itself does not produce worship and is not inherently spiritual or sacred.  Rather, music is a 

vehicle through which our praise and adoration of God can be expressed.  But music and singing are not 

the only ways we corporately worship God in church.  In addition to prayer, we also worship God 

through Bible-centered, Spirit-empowered, Christ-exalting and God-glorifying preaching. The preaching 

of God’s Word must never be viewed as the antithesis to worship or even a “downer” to worship.  The 

fact is, the deeper one goes into the depths of the knowledge of God the greater one’s capacity to 

worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

Furthermore, our worship of God must not be confined to gathering together as a church.  True 

worship is a way of life for the believer, not just something they do when they are in church.  Our 

corporate worship should be an extension of our personal worship throughout the week, not our sole 

worship for the week.  As Christians, we are called to worship God at all times with everything we have 

and with all that we are.  The apostle Paul referred to this as our “spiritual worship”: “I appeal to you 

therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind,  that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what 

is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:1-2). 

True worship is the whole-hearted, mind-captivating and life-centering response to the wonder, 

word, and the will of Almighty God – to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37).  May we never relegate our worship of God to specific 

times and places, or moods or feelings.  May we strive always to grow in our understanding of God and 

respond by seeking to give Him the praise and worship He is due. 
 

Together in and for Christ, 

Pastor David 

 

 

Scripture Readings for the Week (Monday – Sunday ~ Week #47): 

Deuteronomy 16-19; Ezra 6-10; Ps 134-136; Ecclesiastes 9-10; Zechariah 8-14; Acts 17-18; 2 Peter 

Recommended Reading: 

“How Then Shall We Worship? Biblical principles to guide us today” by R.C. Sproul 


