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Pastor David’s Weekly Devotional 

One of the most important truths a person can know – and perhaps one of the most difficult truths to 

come to grips with – is the fact that not everything in life is about them.  That is, the life we live is not to 

be lived primarily for or unto us.  However, the thought that the world revolves around us is something 

that comes very naturally to a person.  It seems to be intrinsically woven within the fabric of every person 

from birth.  While this vain philosophy may be prevalent and even pandemic in our world today, it is 

certainly not the message we read from God’s Holy Word. 

Rather, Scripture proclaims that everything on this planet and everything in our lives ought to be based 

on, centered in and lived out for God – that life is all about Christ and always about Christ!  The Bible 

clearly and emphatically states that we exist ultimately to magnify and glorify God with everything we 

say and do.  This is the essence and effect of the Christian life – and the divine mandate of every life!  We 

were not created to worship or glorify ourselves.  God did not create humans so they could strive for a 

self-esteeming, self-affirming, self-fulfilling, or self-serving life (whether that life is lived in outright 

rejection of God or in subtle independence from Him).  Like the thundering waves that successively crash 

onto the shore, God’s Word relentlessly pounds the human heart and mind with this powerful message: 

You were created to display and magnify God with your life!  God’s Word seeks to wash away our self-

security and break apart our self-sufficiency in order that we can embrace, experience, and enjoy the 

fullness of His glory in our lives! 

God has created and called us to do so much more than to live in a room full of mirrors, engrossed in 

contemplation or adoration of self.  He has created us to walk away from those hollow reflections and 

beckons us to climb to the mountain peaks of contemplating Him.  From the summit of His divine majesty 

God calls to us, and His voice echoes throughout the canyons of this world with the words: You were 

created by and for Me!  This is the consistent and relentless message of the entire Bible: 

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does 

not live in temples built by hands.  And He is not served by human hands, as if He needed 

anything, because He Himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.  From one 

man He made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He 

determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  God did this 

so that men would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is 

not far from each one of us.  'For in Him we live and move and have our being.'  As some of 

your own poets have said, 'We are His offspring'” (Acts 17:24-28; cf. Eph.2:10; Col.1:16). 

Unfortunately, in much of contemporary Christianity (sermons, songs, books), the true Gospel is 

eclipsed or replaced with an egocentric and narcissistic message.  These charlatans package the Gospel as 

some sort of path to self-fulfillment or self-satisfaction.  Their slogan is as simple as it is misguided: “God 

loves you because you are special” (please note the perilous difference between God loving and redeeming 

us because we are special and us being special because God loves and redeems us).  The Bible states quite 

definitively that the true path to Christ is not through self-acceptance, but self-denial: “And [Jesus] said 

to all, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me’” 

(Lk.9:24). 

 

Together in and for Christ, 

Pastor David 

 

 

Scripture Readings for the Week (Monday – Sunday ~ Week #7): 

Genesis 24-27; Judges 7-11; Psalm 18-20; Job 13-14; Isaiah 34-39; Matthew 17-19; Romans 13-14 

Recommended Reading: 

“The Knowledge of the Holy” by A.W. Tozer 

 


