
 

 

 

  

 

Skyline Family News  February 20th, 2023 

Pastor David’s Weekly Devotional 

As humans, we are hard-wired toward selfishness.  No one has to be taught how to be self-serving or 

self-centered; it comes to all of us quite naturally (we can even take pride in our humility).  As Christians, 

we are to mortify our pride and strive for Christlike humility.  “Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves” (Phil.2:3; see Eph.4:2; Col.3:12). 

 We are so adept at being selfish, even narcissistic, that we can make religion – and even our worship 

– to be about self.  Worship songs are centered not on God, but on how we feel.  Sermons are not Bible-

centered, but focused on encouraging and entertaining the audience.  Prayers are not others focused, or 

God focused, but a long list of personal wants and requests.  Christian service is not primarily about 

helping others, but about showcasing our skills, building our spiritual resumes, or serving ourselves or our 

family. 

Over three hundred years ago, Jonathan Edwards captured the essence of this understanding by making 

the stark distinction between those who love God because He has made so much of them, and those who 

love God and seek to make much of Him.  Edwards stated it brilliantly when he said: 

“This is … the difference between the joy of the hypocrite, and the joy of the true saint.  The 

[hypocrite] rejoices in himself; self is the first foundation of his joy: the [true saint] rejoices in 

God …  True saints have their minds, in the first place, inexpressibly pleased and delighted 

with the sweet ideas of the glorious and amiable nature of the things of God.  And this is the 

spring of all their delights, and the cream of all their pleasures …  But the dependence of the 

affections of hypocrites is in a contrary order: they first rejoice . . . that they are made so much 

of by God; and then on that ground, he seems in a sort, lovely to them. … 

Indeed the saints rejoice in their interest in God, and that Christ is theirs: and so they have 

great reason, but this is not the first spring of their joy.  They first rejoice in God as glorious 

and excellent in himself, and then secondarily rejoice in it, that so glorious a God is theirs.  

They first have their hearts filled with sweetness, from the view of Christ’s excellency, and the 

excellency of his grace and the beauty of the way of salvation by him, and then they have a 

secondary joy in that so excellent a Savior, and such excellent grace are theirs.” 

Any religion or theology that magnifies or glorifies self apart from Christ is a destructive (and even 

damnable) belief.  For apart from Christ we are: sinners (Rom.5:8), blind (2Cor.4:4), dead in our sins 

(Eph.2:1), hostile toward God (Rom.8:7), enemies of God (Rom.5:10), alienated from God (Col.1:21), 

slaves to sin (Rom.6:20), children of the devil (1Jn.3:10), powerless (Rom.5:6), foolish (Tit.3:3), 

disobedient (Tit.3:3), deceived (Tit.3:3), without hope and without God (Eph.2:12).  The truth is, apart 

from Christ there is nothing – absolutely and eternally not a thing – redeemable or loveable about us.   

The point is this: God is not lovely because He loves us, God is lovely because He is God!  To put it 

another way, God is not lovely because of what He does, He is lovely simply and supremely because of 

who He is (what He does is the expression of who He is).  It is solely and completely the power and 

presence of Christ in our lives that redeems us and makes us lovely.  We, therefore, do not make much of 

God because He has made so much of us.  Rather, we make much of God because He alone is God! 

 

Together in and for Christ, 

Pastor David 

 

 

Scripture Readings for the Week (Monday – Sunday ~ Week #8): 

Genesis 28-31; Judges 12-16; Psalm 21-23; Job 15-16; Isaiah 40-44; Matthew 20-22; Romans 15-16  

Recommended Reading: 

“Our Great God and Savior” by Eric J. Alexander 

 


