
 

 

 

  

 

Skyline Family News  February 27th, 2023 

Pastor David’s Weekly Devotional 

If you have ever seen a professional potter work a lump of clay, it is an impressive sight.  Having 

absolutely no artistic or pottery skills myself, I am always fascinated and amazed at what these artists can 

create.  Watching the potter take a cheap, unimpressive, and beauty-less lump of clay, and craft it into 

something that is extremely valuable and special is quite a sight to behold.   

God used this as an object lesson for the prophet Jeremiah, and for us as well:   

“The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2‘Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, 

and there I will let you hear my words.’  3So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he 

was working at his wheel.  4And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s 

hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do.  5Then the 

word of the LORD came to me: 6‘O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has 

done? declares the Lord. Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O 

house of Israel’” (Jeremiah 18:1-6). 

The potter is a metaphoric illustration of the sovereignty of God.  God wanted Jeremiah to see a deeper 

truth: As the potter was able to craft and fashion the lump of clay with his ability, according to his pleasure 

and in his time so God – with infinite powers and perfect skill – is able to fashion us in whatever way 

seems best to Him and craft us into whatever pleases Him. 

The Bible makes it clear that we are but clay in the hands of Almighty God.  In other words, God has 

supreme and absolute authority to do whatever pleases Him.  This is exactly what the Psalmist was stating 

when he wrote, “Our God is in heaven; He does whatever pleases Him” (115:3).  The prophet Isaiah 

echoed this truth when he declared, “Yet, O LORD … We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the 

work of your hand” (64:8), and Isaiah solemnly warned, “Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to 

him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground.  Does the clay say to the potter, ‘What are 

you making?’  Does your work say, ‘He has no hands’?” (45:9, cf. Rom.9:20-23; 2Tim.2:20).  The implicit 

answer to Isaiah’s rhetorical question is, “No.  The clay never argues with the potter or questions its 

maker.”  Likewise, we are never to doubt or dispute with God. 

We must understand God’s divine purpose for those “lumps of clay” that He determines to be His 

children.  It is truly amazing for us to grasp the spiritual reality that God – who sovereignly does whatever 

pleases Him – has graciously and lovingly determined to create breath where there was no life, to give 

understanding where there was no mind, and to make glorious that which had no beauty.  The amazing 

truth is this: God does not use His sovereign authority and power to condemn or destroy those who believe 

in Him, but to save and sanctify and (one day) glorify them.  For true believers are not “objects of His 

wrath” but “objects of His mercy” (Rom.9:22-23).  God lovingly shapes them with His hands, graciously 

refines and strengthens them in the fire, and gloriously burnishes them with beauty. 

May our prayers reflect the words of this hymn by Adelaide A. Pollard: 
 

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!  Thou art the Potter, I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me after Thy will, While I am waiting, yielded and still. 
 

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!  Hold o’er my being absolute sway! 

Fill with Thy Spirit ’till all shall see Christ only, always, living in me. 

 

Together in and for Christ, 

Pastor David 

 

 

Scripture Readings for the Week (Monday – Sunday ~ Week #9): 

Genesis 32-35; Judges 17-21; Psalm 24-26; Job 17-18; Isaiah 45-50; Matthew 23-25; 1 Cor. 1-2 

Recommended Reading: 

“God’s Greater Glory” by Bruce A. Ware 

 


