
 

 

 

  

 

Skyline Family News  February 6th, 2023 

Pastor David’s Weekly Devotional 

“In 1997, the Chicago Bulls were soundly defeating the Atlanta Hawks when Atlanta coach Lenny 

Wilkins sent in Eldridge Recasner, known for his three-point play-making ability.  Recasner did his job, 

immediately hitting two three-pointers. 

The next time he came down the floor, he looked up and saw Michael Jordan guarding him.  “What 

are you doing here?” Recasner asked.  Michael didn’t smile.  He simply responded, “I’m here to stop 

you.”  Recasner missed four of his next five shots” (Gary L. Thomas, The Glorious Pursuit, 115). 

Make no mistake, the Devil wants to stop you from becoming a Christian and growing as a Christian.  

He is our adversary who “disguises himself as an angel of light” (2Cor.11:14) and “prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1Pet.5:8).  Unfortunately, many Christians casually stroll 

through their Christian lives as if they were at a picnic instead of at war. 

Satan has declared war against God, and he has dispatched his demonic army against the people of 

God.  To be sure, our confidence in Christ’s authority and power need not waver.  But we dare not become 

complacent or indolent as if we were not engaged in a spiritual battle (see Eph.6:10-20).  There are spiritual 

dangers all around us.  Landmines of temptations are everywhere.  Mortars of deception are a constant 

barrage.  An evil torrent of bullets and missiles are targeting our very lives.   

Snares for hard hearts and dull minds are in every direction.  

There are myriads of divine warnings in Scripture, admonishing us to “beware”, “pay attention” and 

“be on guard.”  Here are just some of them: 

Matt 7:15 ~ “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves.” 

Luke 21:34 ~ “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap.” 

Luke 12:1 ~ “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” 

1 Tim 4:16 ~ “Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching.  Persist in this, for by so doing 

you will save both yourself and your hearers.” 

Mark 13:33 ~ “Be on guard, keep awake.  For you do not know when the time will come.” 

Luke 21:8 ~ “And [Jesus] said, ‘See that you are not led astray.  For many will come in my name, 

saying, 'I am he!' and, 'The time is at hand!'  Do not go after them.” 

Phil 3:2 ~ “Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the 

flesh.” 

Heb 3:12 ~ “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading 

you to fall away from the living God.” 

God is certainly not impotent to save (2Pet.2:9; Jd.1:24), but He has lovingly warned us of the spiritual 

dangers that exist – that threaten the very depth, breadth and vivacity of our relationship with Him.  J.C. 

Ryle astutely wrote, “You may be careless about your soul [the Devil] is not.” 

 

Together in and for Christ, 

Pastor David 

 

 

Scripture Readings for the Week (Monday – Sunday ~ Week #6): 

Genesis 20-23; Judges 1-6; Psalm 15-17; Job 11-12; Isaiah 29-33; Matthew 14-16; Romans 11-12 

Recommended Reading: 

“Standing Strong: How to resist the enemy of your soul” (John MacArthur) 

 


