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The Reality of Hell and the Final Judgment
Key Text: Matthew 25:31–46
Theme:
Hell is a real place of conscious punishment prepared for the devil and his angels, where all who reject Christ and live in rebellion against God will spend eternity after the Final Judgment. God has warned every person through His Word to repent before it is too late

I. Every Person Will Be Judged by God
Text: Matthew 7:1–5
A. Jesus forbids hypocritical judgment—not righteous judgment.
· Remove the beam from your own eye first. 
· Then you can help remove the speck from your brother's eye. 
· God judges the heart as well as actions. 
B. Teachers are held to a higher standard.
James 3:1
"My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation."
· Those who teach God's Word will receive stricter judgment. 
· Teaching Scripture carries great responsibility. 
· God expects truth, humility, and faithfulness from spiritual leaders. 
Application
· Am I judging others while ignoring my own sin? 
· If I teach others, am I living what I preach? 
· Am I prepared to stand before Christ?
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II. Our Words Reveal Our Hearts

Text: Matthew 12:35–37, 39–42
A. Good treasure produces good fruit.
· Our speech reveals our heart.
· Every careless word matters.
B. Every idle word will be judged.
· Words cannot be taken back.
· We are justified or condemned by our words.
C. Rejecting Christ brings greater condemnation.
· The men of Nineveh repented.
· The Queen of the South sought wisdom.
· Jesus is greater than Jonah and Solomon.
Application
· What do my conversations reveal about my heart?
· Have I truly repented?

III. Hell Is a Real Place of Conscious Torment
Text: Luke 16:19–31
A. The rich man died and entered Hades.
· Death did not end his existence. 
· He was fully conscious. 
· He remembered his life. 
· He recognized Abraham. 
· He recognized Lazarus. 
B. Hell is a place of torment.
· Tormented in flames (Luke 16:23–24) 
· Thirst 
· Separation 
· No escape 
· No second chance 
C. Jesus described Hell as unending punishment.
Mark 9:48
"Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched."
Jesus emphasized:
· The punishment is continual. 
· The fire is never extinguished. 
· The consequences of rejecting God are eternal. 
· This warning came directly from Jesus Himself. 
D. Hell is irreversible.
· A great gulf is fixed. 
· No one can cross from one side to the other. 
· No opportunity exists after death to change one's eternal destiny. 
Application
· Am I living with eternity in mind? 
· Have I trusted Christ? 
· Am I warning others while there is still time?
IV. The Judgment of the Nations
Text: Matthew 25:35–46
A. Jesus separates the sheep from the goats.
B. Genuine faith produces works.
Examples:
· Feeding the hungry
· Giving drink to the thirsty
· Welcoming strangers
· Clothing the naked
· Visiting the sick
· Visiting those in prison
C. Works do not save.
· Works reveal genuine faith.
· The sheep demonstrated transformed hearts.
· The goats revealed unbelief.
D. Two eternal destinies.
· Everlasting life
· Everlasting punishment
Application
· Does my life demonstrate genuine faith?
· Is Christ changing my heart?

V. The Different Biblical Words Translated "Hell"
1. Sheol
Old Testament word for the realm of the dead.
Sometimes translated:
· Grave
· Pit
· The place of departed spirits

2. Hades
Greek word describing the temporary place of departed spirits before the Final Judgment.
Luke 16:23–24
The rich man entered Hades.
Characteristics:
· Consciousness
· Torment
· Fire
· Memory
· Separation

3. Paradise / Abraham's Bosom
Luke 16:22
Luke 23:43
The place of comfort for the righteous before Christ's resurrection.

4. Gehenna
Used frequently by Jesus.
Originally the Valley of Hinnom outside Jerusalem.
A place associated with:
· Burning refuse
· Filth
· Smoke
· Death
· Continuous fire
Jesus used it as a picture of eternal punishment.
Examples:
· Matthew 5:22
· Matthew 18:8–9
· Matthew 23:33

5. The Lake of Fire
Revelation 20:10
The devil is cast into the Lake of Fire.
Revelation 20:14
Death and Hades are thrown into the Lake of Fire.
Revelation 20:15
Anyone not found in the Book of Life is cast into the Lake of Fire.
This is the final and eternal place of punishment.

VI. The Final Judgment
Text: Revelation 20:10, 14–15
A. Satan's final destination
· Eternal punishment
· Tormented forever and ever
B. Death itself is destroyed.
Death and Hades are cast into the Lake of Fire.
C. Every unbeliever is judged.
Anyone whose name is not written in the Book of Life is cast into the Lake of Fire.
Application
· Is my name written in the Book of Life?
· Have I trusted Christ alone?

VII. Those Who Inherit the Kingdom
Revelation 21:7
"He that overcometh shall inherit all things..."
The Overcomer
· Belongs to Christ
· Perseveres in faith
· Receives eternal inheritance
· God is his Father

VIII. Those Excluded from God's Kingdom
Revelation 21:8
Those described include:
· The fearful
· Unbelieving
· Abominable
· Murderers
· Sexually immoral
· Sorcerers
· Idolaters
· All liars

Their destiny:
"The lake which burneth with fire and brimstone."
This is called the second death.
Application
God's grace is available today, but judgment is certain for those who reject Christ.

IX. God's Invitation Before Judgment
Throughout Scripture, God continually calls sinners to repent.
· Jesus warned of Hell because He loves sinners.
· The cross provides the only escape from eternal punishment.
· Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

Notes 



Conclusion
Who?
Every person will stand before Jesus Christ.
What?
There are only two eternal destinations:
· Eternal Life
· Eternal Punishment
When?
After death comes judgment.
How Can I Apply This?
· Examine my own heart.
· Repent of sin.
· Trust Jesus Christ.
· Live each day with eternity in view.
Notes
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Scriptures
Matthew 12:35–37
35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.
36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.
37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.

Matthew 12:39–42
39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:
40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
41 The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.
42 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.

Luke 16:22–24
22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;
23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

Luke 23:43
43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Matthew 25:35–44
35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:
36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.
37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?
38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?
39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?
40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:
43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.
44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?

Matthew 5:22
22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

Matthew 18:8–9
8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.
9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.

Matthew 23:33
33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

Mark 9:48
48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.

James 3:1
1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.


John 5:36
36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.

Revelation 20:10
10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.


Revelation 20:14–15
14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 21:7–8
7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

How does this information apply to me?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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