ECF 222 Bible Study
JOHN CHAPTER 10
THE GOOD SHEPHERD AND HIS SHEEP
	John Chapter 10 focuses on the image of sheep, sheepfolds, and shepherds.  It is an image that can say a great deal to us today, even in our urban industrialized world.  Paul used this image when admonishing the spiritual leaders in the church at Ephesus (Acts 20:28ff).  
	The truths that cluster around the image of the shepherd and the sheep are found throughout the Bible, and they are important to us today.  The symbols that Jesus used help us understand who He is and what He wants to do for us.
	In this regard, note the three declarations that Jesus made about Himself.
I. “I Am the Door” (John 10:1–10) “1 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber.  	2 But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep.  3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  4 When he brings all his own out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  5 A stranger they will never follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.”  6 This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were which He had been saying to them.  7 So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  	8 All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.  9 I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.  10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Legacy Standard Bible (Jn 10:1–10). (2022). Three Sixteen Publishing.] 

	This sermon grew out of our Lord’s confrontation with Jewish leaders, following the excommunication of the beggar (John 9).  He had briefly spoken to them about light and darkness, but now He changed the image to that of the shepherd and the sheep.   Jesus used this imagery because to the Jewish mind, “shepherd” indicated any kind of leader, spiritual or political.  People looked on the king and prophets as shepherds.  Israel was considered to be “the flock of the Lord” (Psalm 100:3; cf. Isaiah 56:9–12; Jeremiah 23:1–4; 25:32–38; Ezekiel 34; and Zechariah 11).
	Jesus began this sermon with a familiar illustration (John 10:1–6) that every listener would understand.  The sheepfold was usually an enclosure made of rocks, with an opening for the door.  The shepherd would guard the flock, or flocks, at night by lying across the opening.  It was not unusual for several flocks to be sheltered together in the same fold.  In the morning, the individual shepherds would come, call their sheep, and assemble their own flocks.  Each sheep recognized his own master’s voice.
	The true shepherd comes in through the door and is recognized.  The thieves and robbers could never enter through the door, so they must climb over the wall and enter the fold through deception.  But even if they did get in, they would never get the sheep to follow them, for the sheep follow only the voice of their own shepherd.  The false shepherds can never lead the sheep, so they must steal them by driving them away.
	Apparently, His listeners did not understand what Jesus said or why He said it.  (The word translated “parable” refers to a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson.  The teaching of Jesus in John 10 is not like the parables recorded in the other Gospels.)  The occasion for this sermon was the excommunication of the beggar from the synagogue (John 9:34).  The false shepherds did not care for this man; instead, they mistreated him and threw him out.  But Jesus, the Shepherd, came to him and cared for him (John 9:35–38).
	It is unfortunate that John 10:1 is often used to teach that the sheepfold is heaven, and that those who try to get in by any way other than Christ are destined to fail. While the teaching is true (Acts 4:12), it is not based on this verse.  Jesus made it clear that the fold is the nation of Israel (John 10:16).  The Gentiles are the “other sheep” not of the fold of Israel.
	When Jesus came to the nation of Israel, He came the appointed way, just as the Scriptures promised.  Every true shepherd must be called of God and sent by God.  If he truly speaks God’s Word, the sheep will “hear his voice” and not be afraid to follow him.  The true shepherd will love the sheep and care for them.
	Since the people did not understand His symbolic language, Jesus followed the illustration with an application (John 10:7–10).  Twice Jesus said, “I am the Door.”  He is the Door of the sheepfold and makes it possible for the sheep to leave the fold (Judaism) and to enter His flock.  The Pharisees threw the beggar out of the synagogue, but Jesus led him out of Judaism and into the flock of God!
	But the Shepherd does not stop with leading the sheep out—He also leads them in.  They become a part of the “one flock” (not “fold”) which is His church.  He is the Door of salvation (John 10:9).  Those who trust Him enter the Lord’s flock and fold, and they have the wonderful privilege of going “in and out” and finding pasture.  Considering that the shepherd actually was the “door” of the fold, this image becomes clear.
	As the Door, Jesus delivers sinners from bondage and leads them into freedom.  They were saved—they are “delivered safe and sound.”  The word was also used to indicate that a person had recovered from severe illness, had come through a bad storm, had survived a war, or had been acquitted at court.  
	Jesus was referring primarily to the religious leaders of that day (John 10:8).  He was not condemning every prophet or servant of God who ever ministered before He came to earth.  The statement “are thieves and robbers” (not “were”) makes it clear that He had the present religious leaders in mind.  They were not true shepherds nor did they have the approval of God on their ministry.  They did not love the sheep but instead exploited them and abused them.  The beggar was a good example of what the “thieves and robbers” would do.
	It is clear in the Gospel record that the religious rulers of Israel were interested only in providing for themselves and protecting themselves.  The Pharisees were covetous (Luke 16:14) and even took advantage of the poor widows (Mark 12:40). They turned God’s temple into a den of thieves (Matthew 21:13), and they plotted to kill Jesus so that Rome would not take away their privileges (John 11:49–53).
	The True Shepherd came to save the sheep, but the false shepherds take advantage of the sheep and exploit them.  Behind these false shepherds is “the thief” (John 10:10), almost certainly a reference to Satan.  The thief wants to steal the sheep from the fold, slaughter them, and destroy them.  We shall see later that the sheep are safe in the hands of the Shepherd and the Father (John 10:27–29).
	When you go through “the Door,” you receive life and you are saved.  As you go “in and out,” you enjoy abundant life in the rich pastures of the Lord.  His sheep enjoy fullness and freedom.  Jesus not only gave His life for us, but He gives His life to us right now!
	The emphasis in this first section is on “the door.” Jesus then shifted the emphasis to “the shepherd” and made a second declaration.
II. “I Am the Good Shepherd” (John 10:11–21) “11 I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  12 He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees—and the wolf snatches and scatters them—13 because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.  14 I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.  16 And I have other sheep, which are not from this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.  17 For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 No one takes it away from Me, but from Myself, I lay it down. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”  19 A division occurred again among the Jews because of these words.  20 And many of them were saying, “He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?”  21 Others were saying, “These are not the words of someone demon-possessed. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 
 	This is the fourth of Jesus’ I AM statements in John’s Gospel (John 6:35; 8:12; 10:9).  Certainly, in making this statement, He was contrasting Himself to the false shepherds who were in charge of the Jewish religion of that day.  He had already called them “thieves and robbers,” and now He would describe them as “hirelings.”
	The word translated “good” means “intrinsically good, beautiful, fair.”  It describes the ideal, the model that others may safely imitate.  Jesus’ goodness was inherent in His nature.  To call Him “good” is the same as calling Him “God” (Mark 10:17–18).
	Some of the greatest people named in the Bible were shepherds by occupation, including :Abel, the patriarchs, Moses, and David, to name a few.  Even today in the Holy Land, you can see shepherds leading flocks and revealing how intimately they know the sheep, their individual traits, and their special needs.  Keep in mind that Jewish shepherds did not tend the sheep to slaughter them, unless they were used for sacrifice.  Shepherds tended to the sheep that the sheep might give wool, milk, and lambs.
	Jesus pointed out FOUR SPECIAL MINISTRIES that He performs as the Good Shepherd.
1. He dies for the sheep (vv. 11–13) “11 I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  12 He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees—and the wolf snatches and scatters them—13 because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.”  
	Under the Old Testament, the sheep died for the shepherd; but under the New Testament, the Good Shepherd dies for the sheep!  Five times in this sermon, Jesus clearly affirmed the sacrificial nature of His death (John 10:11, 15, 17–18).  He did not die as a martyr, killed by men—He died as a substitute, willingly laying down His life for us.
	The fact that Jesus said that He died “for the sheep” must not be isolated from the rest of biblical teaching about the Cross.  He also died for the nation Israel (John 11:50–52) and for the world (John 6:51).  While the blood of Jesus Christ is sufficient for the salvation of the world, it is efficient only for those who will believe.
	Jesus contrasted Himself to the hireling who watches over the sheep only because he is paid to do so.  But when there is danger, the hireling runs away, while the true shepherd stays and cares for the flock.  The key phrase is “who is not the owner of the sheep.”  The Good Shepherd purchases the sheep, and they are His because He died for them.  They belong to Him, and He cares for them.  By nature, sheep are stupid and prone to get into danger—they need a shepherd to care for them.
	Throughout the Bible, God’s people are compared to sheep; and the comparison is a good one.  Sheep are clean animals, unlike pigs and dogs (2 Peter 2:20–22).  They are defenseless and need the care of the shepherd (Psalm 23).  They are, to use old hymn’s phrase, “prone to wander,” and must often be searched for and brought back to the fold (Luke 15:3–7).  Sheep are peaceful animals and are useful to the shepherd.  In these, and other ways, they picture those who have trusted Jesus Christ and are a part of God’s flock.
	The Pharisees, in contrast to good shepherds, had no loving concern for the beggar, so they put him out of the synagogue.  Jesus found him and cared for him.
2. He knows His sheep (vv. 14–15)  “ 14 I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.”
	 In the Gospel of John, the word know means much more than intellectual awareness.  It indicates an intimate relationship between God and His people (see John 17:3).  The Eastern shepherd knows his sheep personally and therefore knows best how to minister to them.
	To begin with, Jesus knows our names (see John 10:3).  He knew Simon (John 1:42) and even gave him a new name.  He called Zaccheus by name (Luke 19:5); and when He spoke Mary’s name in the garden, she recognized her Shepherd (John 20:16).  If you have ever had your identity “lost” in a maze of computer operations,  then you can appreciate the comforting fact that the Good Shepherd knows each of His sheep by name.
	He also knows our natures.  While all sheep are alike in their essential nature, each sheep has its own distinctive characteristics, which the loving shepherd recognizes.  One sheep may be afraid of high places, another of dark shadows.  A faithful shepherd will consider these special needs as he tends the flock.
	Have you ever noticed how individually different the 12 Apostles were from one another?  Peter was impulsive and outspoken, while Thomas was hesitant and doubting.  Andrew was a “people person” who was always bringing somebody to Jesus, while Judas wanted to “use” people to get their money for himself.  Jesus knew each of the men personally, and He knew exactly how to deal with them.
	Because He knows our natures, He also knows our needs.  Often, we do not know our own needs!  Psalm 23 is a beautiful poetic description of how the Good Shepherd cares for His sheep.  In the pastures, by the waters, and even through the valleys, the sheep need not fear, because the shepherd calls them and meets their needs.  If you connect Psalm 23:1 and 6, you get the main theme of the poem: “I shall not want … all the days of my life.”
	As the shepherd cares for the sheep, the sheep get to know their shepherd better.  The Good Shepherd knows His sheep and His sheep know Him.  They get to know Him better by listening to His voice (the Word) and experiencing His daily care.  As the sheep follow the Shepherd, they learn to love and to trust Him.  He loves “His own” (John 13:1) and He shows that love in the way He cares for them.
3. The Good Shepherd brings other sheep into the flock (v. 16) “16 And I have other sheep, which are not from this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.”
	The “fold” is Judaism (John 10:1), but there is another fold—the Gentiles who are outside the covenants of Israel (Ephesians 2:11ff).  In Jesus’ early ministry, He concentrated on the “lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 10:5–6; 15:24–27).  The people converted at Pentecost were Jews and Jewish proselytes (Acts 2:5, 14), but the church was not to remain a “Jewish flock.”  Peter took the Gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 10–11), and Paul carried the message to the Gentiles in the far reaches of the Roman Empire (Acts 13:1ff).
	The phrase “one-fold” should read “one flock.”  There is but one flock, the people of God who belong to the Good Shepherd.  God has His people all over this world (see Acts 18:1–11), and He will call them and gather them together.
	The missionary message of the Gospel of John is obvious: “For God so loved the world” (John 3:16).  Jesus Himself defied custom and witnessed to a Samaritan woman.  He refused to defend the exclusivism of the Jewish religious leaders. He died for a lost world, and His desire is that His people reach a lost world with the message of eternal life.
4. The Good Shepherd takes up His life again (vv. 17–21)  “17 For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 No one takes it away from Me, but from Myself, I lay it down. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”  19 A division occurred again among the Jews because of these words.  20 And many of them were saying, “He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?”  21 Others were saying, “These are not the words of someone demon-possessed.  Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”
	His voluntary death was followed by His victorious resurrection.  From the human point of view, it appeared that Jesus was executed; but from the divine point of view, He laid down His life willingly.  When Jesus cried on the cross, “It is finished!”  He then voluntarily yielded up His spirit to the Father (John 19:30).  Three days later, He voluntarily took up His life again and arose from the dead.  This authority was given to Him by Father.
	Sometimes the Scriptures teach that it was the Father who raised the Son (Acts 2:32; Romans 6:4; Hebrews 13:20).  Here, the Son stated that He had authority to take up His life again.  Both are true, for the Father and the Son worked together in perfect harmony (John 5:17, 19).  In a previous sermon, Jesus had hinted that He had power to raise Himself from the dead (John 5:26).  Of course, this was a claim that the Jews would protest; because it was tantamount to saying “I am God!”
	How did the listeners respond to this message?  “There was a division therefore again among the Jews” (John 10:19).  Note that word again (John 7:43; 9:16).  The old accusation that Jesus was a demoniac was hurled at Him again (John 7:20; 8:48, 52).  People will do almost anything to avoid facing uncomfortable truth!
	Since Jesus Christ is “the Door,” we would expect a division because a door shuts some people in and others out!  He is the Good Shepherd, and the shepherd must separate the sheep from the goats.  It is impossible to be neutral about Jesus Christ, because what we believe about Him is a matter of life or death (John 8:24).
	His third declaration was the most startling of all!
III. “I Am the Son of God” (John 10:22–42)  “22 At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem; 23 it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the Portico of Solomon.  24 The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, “How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us openly.”  25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these bear witness of Me.  26 But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish—ever; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.  30 I and the Father are one.”  31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.  32 Jesus answered them, “I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?”  33 The Jews answered Him, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself God.”  34 Jesus answered them, “Has it not been written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’?  35 If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 36 do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?  37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and continue knowing that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”  39 Therefore they were seeking again to seize Him, and He eluded their grasp.  40 And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was first baptizing, and He was staying there.  41 And many came to Him and were saying, “While John did no sign, yet everything John said about this man was true.”  42And many believed in Him there.”
	The events in this section occurred about two and a half months after those described in John 10:1–21.  John put them together because in both messages, Jesus used the imagery of the shepherd and the sheep.
1. The Encounter (vv. 22–24) “22 At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem; 23 it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the Portico of Solomon.  24 The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, “How long will You keep us in suspense?  If You are the Christ, tell us openly.”  
	The “Feast of the Dedication” (Hanukkah, “the feast of lights”) takes place in December, near the time of the Christian Christmas celebration.  The feast commemorates the rededication of the temple by Judas Maccabeus in 164 BC., after it had been desecrated by the Romans.  This historical fact may bear a relationship to the words of Jesus in John 10:36, for He had been set apart (dedicated) by the Father and sent into the world.  The Jewish leaders were celebrating a great event in history yet ignoring a great opportunity right in their own temple!
	The leaders surrounded Jesus in the temple so that He had to stop and listen to them.  They had decided that it was time for a “showdown,” and they did not want Him to evade the issue any longer.  “How long are You going to hold us in suspense?” they kept saying to Him.  “Tell us plainly—are You the Messiah?”
2. The Explanation (vv. 25–42) “ 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these bear witness of Me.  26 But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish—ever; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.  30 I and the Father are one.”  31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.  32 Jesus answered them, “I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?”  33 The Jews answered Him, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself God.”  34 Jesus answered them, “Has it not been written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’?  35 If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 36 do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?  37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and continue knowing that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”  39 Therefore they were seeking again to seize Him, and He eluded their grasp.  40 And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was first baptizing, and He was staying there.  41 And many came to Him and were saying, “While John did no sign, yet everything John said about this man was true.”  42And many believed in Him there.”

	Jesus reminded them of what He had already taught them.  He emphasized the witness of His words (“I told you”) and His works (see John 5:17ff, and 7:14ff for similar replies).
	But Jesus went much deeper in His explanation this time—He revealed to the Jewish leaders why they did not understand His words or grasp the significance of His works: they were not His sheep.  We become His sheep by believing.  ; but from the divine standpoint, we believe because we are His sheep.  God knows Hos sheep (Romans 11:33–36).   They hear His voice and respond.
	The lost sinner who hears God’s Word that Christ died for the sins of the world, and that he will receive the gift of eternal life by trusting the Savior.  When He trusts Jesus as Lord and Savior, he becomes a member of God’s family and a sheep in His flock.  Of course, the Father knows His sheep who are “chosen … in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4).  Each saved sinner is the Father’s “love gift” to His Son (see John 10:29; 17:2, 6, 9, 11–12, 24).
	Jesus explained that His sheep are secure in His hand and in the Father’s hand.  “They shall never perish” is His promise (John 3:16; 6:39; 17:12; 18:9).  The false shepherds bring destruction, but the Good Shepherd sees to it that His sheep shall never perish.
	The security of God’s sheep is assured here in several ways.  First, by definition—we have “eternal life”—of course, that cannot be conditional and still be eternal.  Second, this life is a gift, not something that we earn or merit.  If we are saved by grace and not our “good works,” then we cannot be lost by our “bad works” (Romans 11:6).  But most important, Jesus gave us His promise that His sheep do not perish, and His promise cannot be broken.
	It is important to keep in mind that Jesus was talking about sheep—true believers—and not counterfeits.  The dog and the pig will go back into sin (2 Peter 2:20–22); but the sheep, being a clean animal, will follow the Shepherd into the green pastures.  The one who falsely professes may talk about his faith and even his works, but he will never make it into heaven (Matthew 7:13–29).  There are people who profess to be saved and then revert back into sin, but in so doing, they demonstrate that they never really trusted Christ as Lord and Savior.  Jesus only promised security to His true sheep.
	As we review Jesus’ teaching about His ministry as the Good Shepherd, we note that He has a threefold relationship to His sheep.  He has a loving relationship because He died for His sheep, as well as a living relationship because He cares for His sheep. It is also a lasting relationship, for He keeps His sheep and not one is lost.
	Jesus made a statement that He knew would startle His enemies and give them more reason to oppose Him (John 10:30).  It was the “plain answer” that the religious leaders wanted Him to say:  “I and My Father are One” is as clear a statement of His deity!  This was even stronger than His statement that He had come down from heaven (John 6), or that He existed before Abraham ever lived (John 8:58).
	The word One does not suggest that the Father and the Son are identical persons. Rather, it means that they are one in essence: the Father is God and the Son is God, but the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not the Father.  Though a great mystery, Jesus was speaking about unity, not identity.  (See John 17:21–24 for similar language.)
	The Jewish leaders understood clearly what He was saying!  Some contemporary liberal theologians want to water down Jesus’ statement, but the people who heard it knew exactly what He was saying: “I am God!” (Note John 10:33.)   Speaking this way, of course, was blasphemy to the Jews—according to Jewish belief, blasphemy had to be punished by the death sentence (see Leviticus 24:16; Numbers 15:30ff; Deuteronomy 21:22).
	Jesus used Psalm 82:6 to refute their accusation and halt their actions.  The picture in Psalm 82 is that of a court, where God has assembled the judges of the earth, to warn them that they will one day be judged.  The Hebrew word elohim can be translated either as “god” or as “judges,” as in Exodus 21:6 and 22:8–9.  It is also one of the Old Testament names for God.  The Jewish rulers certainly knew their own language, and they knew that Jesus was speaking the truth.  If God called human judges “gods,” then why should they stone Him for applying the same title to Himself?
	John 10:36 is crucial because it gives a double affirmation of the deity of Christ.   First, the Father sanctified (set apart) the Son and sent Him into the world, and second, Jesus stated boldly, “I am the Son of God” (see John 5:25).  He gave them the “plain answer” they asked for, but they rejected it and would not believe!
	Could they have believed?  Of course, Jesus invited them and urged them to believe, if only on the basis of His miracles (John 10:37–38).  If they had believed the miracles, then they would know the Father, and that would open the way for them to know the Son and believe in Him.  It was simply a matter of simply examining the evidence and willingly accepting the truth.
	However, they again tried to arrest Him (see John 7:44; 8:59), but He escaped and left the area completely.  He did not return to Jerusalem until “Palm Sunday,” when He publicly presented Himself as Israel’s King.
	John the Baptist had ministered at Bethabara (John 1:28), but we are not sure where that was.  It was on the other side of the Jordan River, perhaps eighteen to twenty miles from Jerusalem.  Some maps put it almost directly across from Jerusalem, just east of Jericho.
	Why did Jesus go to Bethabara?  For one thing, it was a safe retreat, because the Jewish religious leaders would not follow Him there.  Also, it was a good place to prepare for His final week of public ministry when He would lay down His life for the sheep.  As He remembered His own baptism by John, and all that He had experienced at that time (Matthew 3:13–17; John 1:20–34), it must have strengthen Him for the suffering that He knew was ahead.
	The common people continued to seek Jesus, and He continued to minister to them.  It is worth noting that John the Baptist’s witness was still bearing fruit long after he was dead!  His witness to Jesus Christ led many to trust the Savior.  John was not a miracle worker, but he was a faithful witness who pointed to Jesus Christ; “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).
	Have you responded PERSONALLY to Jesus’ three great declarations in this chapter?
1. He is the Door. Have you “entered in” by faith so that you are saved?
2. He is the Good Shepherd. Have you heard His voice and trusted Him?  After all, He laid down His life for you!
3. He is the Son of God.  Do you believe that?  Have you given yourself to Him and received eternal life?
	Remember His stern warning: “For unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins” (John 8:24).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, pp. 328–333). Victor Books.] 




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why do you think Jesus used the image of sheep and shepherds to describe His relationship with His people? 
2. Jesus says, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”  What is the difference between merely hearing about Jesus and truly hearing His voice?  What are some practical ways believers can recognize the voice of Christ and follow Him faithfully in daily life?  
3. Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.”  What are some ways the enemy still tries to steal spiritual life, peace, and truth from people today? 
4. Our text says Jesus knows our names, our natures, and our needs.  Which of those truths is most encouraging to you right now, and why? 
5. What does John 10 teach about the security of the believer?   Jesus said, “No one will snatch them out of My hand.”  How should that promise affect a believer’s confidence and daily walk with God? 
6. Jesus said He had “other sheep” not of that fold.  What does this teach us about other denominations, missions,  and the worldwide reach of the Gospel? 
7. What are some false voices believers must learn to flee from today? 
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