ECF 222 Bible Study
JOHN CHAPTER 9
The Blind Man Calls Their Bluff[footnoteRef:1] [1: Wiersbe, Warren W.  Be Alive (John 1-12): Get to Know the Living Savior (The BE Series Commentary) (p. 139). David C Cook. Kindle Edition.
] 

This chapter presents the sixth of seven special miracles recorded in John’s Gospel as witnesses to Christ’s deity (20:30–31).  The first three signs show how a person is saved: through the Word (water to wine), by faith (healing the nobleman’s son), and by grace (healing the impotent man).  The last four signs show the results of salvation: satisfaction (feeding the 5,000), peace (stilling the storm), light (healing the blind man), and life (raising Lazarus).
	Jesus performed miracles to meet human needs, to convey spiritual truth, and as “credentials” to prove that He was indeed the Messiah.  In John chapter nine, Jesus used this miracle as the basis for a short sermon on spiritual blindness (John 9:39–41) and for a longer sermon on true and false shepherds in chapter 10 (John 10:1–18).  To understand the truth of this chapter, we will focus on the man’s growing understanding of who Jesus is.
1. “A Man Called Jesus” (John 9:1–12)  “1 As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth.   2  And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?”  3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this was so that the works of God might be manifested in him.  4 We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work.  5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”   6 When He had said this, He spat on the ground, made clay of the saliva, and rubbed the clay on his eyes, 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent).  So, he went away and washed and came back seeing.  8 Therefore the neighbors, and those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, “Is not this the one who used to sit and beg?”  9 Others were saying, “This is he,” still others were saying, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the one.”  10 So they were saying to him, “How then were your eyes opened?”  11 He answered, “The man who is called Jesus made clay, and rubbed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so, when I went away and washed, I received sight.”  12 And they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Legacy Standard Bible (Jn 9:1–12). (2022). Three Sixteen Publishing.] 

	About the only thing a blind man could do in that day was beg, and that is what this man was doing when Jesus passed by (John 9:8).  No doubt there were many blind people who would have rejoiced to be healed, but Jesus selected this man (see Luke 4:25–27).  Apparently, the man and his parents were well known in the area.  
	It was on the Sabbath when Jesus healed the man (John 9:14), so, once again Jesus  was upsetting and deliberately challenging the religious leaders (cf. John 5:9ff).  The disciples did not look at the man as an individual needing mercy but as a subject who generated theological discussion.  It is much easier to discuss an abstract subject like “sin” than it is to minister to a concrete need in person’s life.  Relying upon an erroneous  theological understanding, the disciples believed that the man’s congenital blindness was caused by sin, either his own or his parents,’ but Jesus disagreed with them.
	Of course, all physical problems are ultimately the result of our fall in Adam, for his disobedience brought sin and death into the world (Romans 5:12ff).  But to blame a specific disability on a specific sin committed by a specific person (or persons) is certainly beyond our ability or authority.  Only God knows why babies are born with particular abilities or handicaps.  In that regard, only God can turn handicaps into something that will bring good to the people and glory to His name.
	Certainly, both the man and his parents had committed sins, but Jesus did not agree that their sin(s) was the cause of the man’s blindness.  Nor did He suggest that God had deliberately made the man blind so that, years later, Jesus could perform a miracle.  Since there is no punctuation in the original biblical manuscripts, it is legitimate to read John 9:3–4 this way: Neither has this man sinned nor his parents.  But, that the works of God should be made manifest in him, I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day.
	Jesus’ method of healing was unique: He put clay on the man’s eyes and told him to go wash.  Earlier, Jesus healed two blind men by merely touching their eyes (Matthew 9:27–31), and He healed another blind man by putting spittle on his eyes (Mark 8:22–26).  Though His healing power was the same, Jesus varied His methods lest people focus on the manner of healing and miss the message in the healing.
	There are at least two possible reasons for our Lord’s use of the clay:  
· First, it could be a picture of the Incarnation: God made the first man out of the dust, and God sent His Son as a real Man.  Note the emphasis on the meaning of “Siloam”—“sent.”  We can relate this to John 9:4, “The works of Him that sent Me” (see also John 3:17, 34; 5:36; 7:29; 8:18, 42).  Jesus gave a little illustration of His own coming to earth, sent by the Father.
· Second, the clay would cause irritation which would encourage the man to believe and obey!  When we have an irritant in our eyes, we quickly seek irrigation to wash it out!  We might compare such “irritation” to the convicting work of the Holy Spirit as He uses God’s Law to bring the lost sinner under judgment.
	But then the problem became one of identification: was this really the blind beggar, and who caused him to see?  Throughout the rest of John 9, a growing conflict occurs around these two questions.  The religious leaders did not want to face even the fact that the man had been healed, much less the possibility that Jesus had healed him!
	Four times in this chapter people asked, “How were you healed?” (John 9:10, 15, 19, 26).   First,  the neighbors asked the man, and then the Pharisees asked him.  Not satisfied with his reply, the Pharisees then asked the man’s parents,  and finally, gave the son one last interrogation.  All of this appeared to be very official and efficient, but it was really an evasive maneuver on the part of both the people and the leaders.  The Pharisees wanted to get rid of any evidence, and the people were afraid to declare the truth!
	They were all asking the wrong question!  Rather than “How?,” they should have asked, “Who?”—just rearrange the three letters!  When we are faced with what appears miraculous, we are always prone to ask “How?”  We want to understand the mechanics of the miracle instead of simply trusting Jesus, who alone can perform miracles.  When Jesus told Nicodemus that He must be born again, he wanted to know how he could reenter his mother’s womb (John 3:4, 9).  When Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread”…the Jews responded, “How can this man give us His flesh to eat?” (John 6:52).  Even if we could understand the miraculous process, it would not explain the miracle and would certainly not guarantee that we could either perform or experience the miracle.
	When asked to describe his experience, the man simply told what had happened.  All he knew about the person who had done the miracle was that He was “a man called Jesus.”  Being blind, he had not seen Jesus put the clay on his eyes, but he had heard His voice.  Not only could the beggar not identify Jesus, but he could not see where Jesus had gone.  Ultimately, he did see the face of Jesus and worshiped Him (see Proverbs 4:18).
	At least twelve times in the Gospel of John, Jesus is called “a man” (see John 4:29; 5:12; 8:40; 9:11, 24; 10:33; 11:47, 50; 18:14, 17, 29; 19:5).  John’s emphasis is that Jesus Christ is God, but the apostle balances it beautifully by reminding us that Jesus is also true man.  The Incarnation was not an illusion (1 John 1:1–4).
2. “A Prophet” (John 9:13–23) “13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who was formerly blind.  14 Now it was a Sabbath on the day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes.  15 So the Pharisees also were asking him again how he received his sight. And he said to them, “He applied clay to my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”  16 So then some of the Pharisees were saying, “This man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others were saying, “How can a sinful man do such signs?” And there was a division among them.  17 Therefore, they said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?” And he said, “He is a prophet.”  18 Then, the Jews did not believe it of him that he was blind and had received sight, until they called the parents of the very one who had received his sight, 19 and questioned them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? Then how does he now see?”  20 So his parents answered and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we do not know.  Ask him; he is of age; he will speak for himself.”  22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.  23 For this reason his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
	Since the Pharisees were the official custodians of the faith, it was right that the healed man be brought to them for investigation.  The fact that they studied this miracle in such detail is only further proof that Jesus did indeed heal the man.  Since the man was born blind, the miracle was even greater, for blindness caused by sickness or injury might suddenly go away.  But healing a person born blind was an incredible occurrence, certainly a miracle!  
	But Jesus deliberately healing the man on the Sabbath Day caused the Pharisees great concern.  It was illegal to work on the Sabbath, and by making the clay, applying the clay, and healing the man, Jesus performed three unlawful “works.”  The Pharisees should have been praising God for such a miracle, but, instead, they sought evidence to prosecute Jesus.
	When people refuse to face evidence honestly, but rather, in fear, evade the issue (see John 9:22), it is impossible to reach an accurate conclusion.  Once again, Jesus caused division (John 9:16; also see 7:12, 43).  The religious leaders were judging based on one thing—nobody who breaks the Sabbath could possibly be a true prophet of God.
	They were “one-issue” thinkers, not unlike some religious people today. The Pharisees did not realize that Jesus was offering the people something greater than the Sabbath.  Jesus was offering the true spiritual rest that comes from God (Matthew 11:28–30).
	But the healed beggar was not intimidated by the threats of the Pharisees.  When asked who he thought Jesus was, the man boldly said, “He is a prophet!” (cf. John 4:19).  Some of the Old Testament prophets, such as Moses, Elijah, and Elisha, performed miracles.  The Jewish people considered their prophets to be men of God who could do wonderful things by the power of God.
	But the religious leaders did not want to see Jesus given that kind of high designation—“This man is not of God!” (John 9:16).  Perhaps they could discredit the miracle.  They hoped to convince the people that Jesus had plotted the whole thing and was really deceiving them.  Perhaps, Jesus had craftily “switched” beggars so that the sighted man was not the man who had been known as the blind beggar.
	The best way to affirm that kind of evidence would be to interrogate the parents of the beggar, so they called them in and asked them two questions: (1) “Is this your son?” And (2) “If he is, how does he now see?”  If the parents refused to answer either question, they were in trouble.  Or, if they answered contrary to what the leaders wanted, they were in trouble.  They faced a no-win dilemma!
	They answered the first question honestly: he was their son and he had been born blind.  But they answered the second question evasively: they did not know how he was healed or who healed him.  Then they “passed the buck” by suggesting that the Pharisees ask the man himself.  After all, he was of age!
	Their motivation for their furtive replies was their fear of people.  It occurred at the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:13), and again at Jesus’ last Passover (John 12:42).  They were seeking the honor of men and not the honor that comes from God (John 5:44).  To be sure, it was a serious thing to be excommunicated from the synagogue, but it was far more serious to reject the truth and be lost forever.  The Pharisees were trying to trap Jesus, and the parents were trying to avoid a trap; but all of them were only ensnaring themselves!  The parents should have heeded the counsel of Isaiah 51:7 and not feared the possible reproach of people.
The Pharisees could present a “good case” for their position.  After all, they did have the Law of Moses, as well as centuries of Jewish tradition.  What they failed to understand was that Jesus Christ had fulfilled all this ceremonial law and was now bringing in a New Covenant.  In the Law of Moses, you have preparation, but in Jesus Christ, you have consummation (see John 1:17).
3. “A Man of God” (John 9:24–34)  “24 Therefore, a second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner.”  25 He then answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  26 So they said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?”  27 He answered them, “I told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to listen again? Do you want to become His disciples too?”  28 And they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  	29 “We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He is from.”  30 The man answered and said to them, “Well, here is a marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from, and He opened my eyes.  31 We know that God does not listen to sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He listens to him.  32 Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.  33 If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.”  34 They answered and said to him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you teaching us?”  So., they put him out.”
	Anxious to settle the case, the Pharisees called the man in; and this time, they put him under oath. “Give God the praise” is a form of Jewish “swearing in” at court (see Joshua 7:19).  But the “judges” prejudiced everybody from the start!  “We know that this Man is a sinner!”  They were warning the witness that he had better cooperate with the court, or he might be excommunicated.  But the beggar was made of sturdier stuff than to be intimidated.  He had experienced a miracle, and he was not afraid to tell them what had happened.
He did not debate the character of Jesus Christ, because that was beyond his knowledge and experience.  But one thing he did know: he was blind and now he could see.
	For the fourth time, the question is asked, “How did He open your eyes?” (see John 9:10, 15, 19, and 26),  I can imagine the man getting very impatient at this point.  After all, he had been blind all his life, and there was so much now to see.  He certainly did not want to spend much longer in a synagogue court, looking at angry faces and answering the same questions!
	Consider his boldness in asking those irate Pharisees if they wanted to follow Jesus! The man expected a negative answer, but he was courageous even to ask it.  Unable to refute the evidence, the judges began to revile the witness; and once again Moses is brought into the picture (John 5:46).  The Pharisees were cautious men who would consider themselves conservatives, when actually they were “preservatives.”
	A true conservative takes the best of the past and uses it, but he is also aware that God can do new things.  In this case, the new grows out of the old (Matthew 13:52).  A “preservative” embalms the past, preserves it, and resists any change, including any new things that God may be doing.  .
	Had the Pharisees really understood Moses, they would have known who Jesus was and what He was doing.  Though sure about Moses, they were not sure about Jesus. They did not know where He came from although He had told them that He had come from heaven, sent by the Father (John 6:33, 38, 41–42, 50–51).  They were sure that He was the natural son of Mary and Joseph, and that He came from the city of Nazareth (John 6:42; 7:41–42). They were judging “after the flesh” (John 8:15).
	It seemed incredible to the healed man that the Pharisees would not know this Man who had opened his eyes!  After all, how many people were going around Jerusalem, opening the eyes of blind people?  Instead of investigating the miracle, these religious leaders should have been investigating the One who did the miracle and learning from Him. The “experts” were rejecting the Stone that was sent to them (Acts 4:11).
	The beggar then gave the “experts” a lesson in practical theology.  The leaders called Jesus a sinner (John 9:24), yet Jesus was used of God to open the blind man’s eyes.  He added another telling argument: Jesus healed a man born blind.  Never, to their knowledge, had this occurred before.  So, God not only heard Jesus, but He enabled Him to give the man sight.  How, then, could Jesus be a sinner?
	Religious bigots do not want to face either evidence or logic.  Their minds are made up.  Had the Pharisees honestly considered the facts, they would have seen that Jesus is the Son of God, and they could have trusted Him and been saved.
	Again, the leaders reviled the man and told him he was born in sin.  Nevertheless, now he would not die in his sins (see John 8:21, 24); because the beggar came to faith in Jesus Christ.  Although all are born in sin (Psalm 51:5), we need not live in sin (Colossians 3:6–7) nor die in our sins.  Faith in Jesus Christ redeems us from sin and gives us a life of joyful liberty.
	The religious leaders officially excommunicated this man from the local synagogue.  This meant that the man was cut off from friends and family and considered by the Jews as a “publican and sinner.”  Thank God that Jesus came for the “outcasts!” 
4. “The Son of God” (John 9:35–41) 35 Jesus heard that they had put him out, and after finding him, He said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  36 He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?”  37 Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with you.”  38 And he said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him.  39 And Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind.”  40 Some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and said to Him, “Are we blind too?”  41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
	The Good Shepherd always cares for His sheep.  Jesus knew that the man had been excommunicated, so He found him and revealed Himself to him.  Remember, the man knew the voice, but he had never seen His face.
	The man now reached the climax of his knowledge of Jesus Christ and his faith in Him.  It is not enough to believe that He is “a man called Jesus,” or even “a prophet” or “a man of God.” “Whosoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God” (1 John 5:1).  John wrote his Gospel to prove that Jesus is the Son of God, and to present to his readers the testimonies of people who met Jesus and affirmed that He is God’s Son.  This beggar is one such witness.
	Jesus identified Himself as the Son of God (see John 9:35; also 5:25), and the beggar believed and was saved (John 9:38): “My sheep hear My voice” (John 10:27).  He did not “see and believe;” he heard and believed.  Not only did he trust Jesus, as Savior and Lord, but he worshiped Him! The healed beggar joined a long line of witnesses who trusted Jesus and worshiped Him, including Peter, Paul, Barnabas, James, Stephen, and countless others through the centuries! (Is your name included in this list?)   
	Jesus concluded this event by preaching a brief but penetrating sermon on spiritual blindness.  The reason for Jesus coming was salvation, but the result of His coming was condemnation of those who would not believe.  The religious leaders were blind and would not admit it; therefore, the light of truth only made them blinder.  The beggar admitted his need, and he received both physical and spiritual sight.  Noone is so blind as he who will not see and who thinks he knows the “truth” (John 9:28, 34).
	Some Pharisees heard what Jesus said and was disturbed, “Are we blind also?”  They expected a negative answer, but Jesus had already called them “blind leaders of the blind” (Matthew 15:14).  They were blinded by their pride, their self-righteousness, their tradition, and their own false interpretation of God’s Word.
	Jesus’ reply was a paradox. “If you were blind, you would be better off.  But you claim to see.  Therefore, you are guilty!”  Blindness would at least be an excuse for not knowing what was going on.  But they did know what was going on.  Jesus had performed many miracles and they ignored the evidence.
	Jesus is the Light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5).  The only people who cannot see the light are those who refuse to look, those who make themselves blind.  The beggar was physically blind and spiritually blind, yet both his eyes and his heart were opened because he listened to the Word, believed it, obeyed, and experienced the grace of God.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Wiersbe, W. W. (1992). Wiersbe’s expository outlines on the New Testament (pp. 235–237). Victor Books.] 

	John 10 is a continuation of Jesus’ ministry to the Pharisees, and the healing of the blind beggar is the background (John 10:21).  The emphasis in John 10 is on Jesus Christ, the Good and True Shepherd, as opposed to the Pharisees who were false shepherds.



Questions for Personal Reflection or Group Discussion
1. What are some frequently debated topics in Christian circles? 
2. The disciples asked a theological question about the man born blind (v. 2). How would you explain Jesus’ reply in your own words? 
3. What was Jesus’ main concern when He saw the blind man? What does this tell you about His priorities? 
4. Which are you more like—the disciples who wanted to debate the cause of the man’s blindness, or Jesus who wanted to take care of the man’s problem?  Why?
5. Like the Samaritan woman at the well, the blind man went through several stages of understanding who Jesus was.  Where are you in understanding who Jesus is? 
6. How was it possible that the religiously trained leaders were so blind to who Jesus was? 
7. Restate in your own words Jesus’ description of His mission in verse 39.  What did He mean?
 8. What might be one of your spiritual blind spots? How can you be receptive to Jesus’ illumination in this area? 
9. How can you be more like Jesus this week in his concern for those who are blind?
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