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First Presbyterian Church of Conroe Welcomes You!

Visitors and Guests: We are excited

; you have chosen to worship with us

N A . today! As a small token of our appre-
Visitors ciation, we invite you to stop by the
77/ \% ‘Welcome Desk in the narthex to pick

up a complimentary FPC Conroe

(‘W lcome bookmark and a church brochure. We
hope to see you again soon!

If you are interested in learning more

about our church, or wish to become active in our ministry teams

and activities, please visit our website at fpcConroe.org. There you

can fill out the visitor form online, or you can do so now by visiting
our welcome desk. We appreciate you joining us for services today.

~ Good Things to Know ~

Today’s Worship Leader
Karen Clark

Today’s Flowers
Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God.

Last Week s Attendance, July 26
11:00 a.m. Worship Service - 123
Online Worship Attendance - 22

Total Attendance — 145




11:00 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

Preparing to Receive God’s Word

Opening Music
Welcome and Announcements
Introit Sing a New Song to the Lord

Call to Worship

The battle is not ours alone.

The Lord goes before us and leads us in the way we should go.
When we are afraid, God gives us courage.

When we feel small, God reminds us that nothing is impossible with
him.

God does not measure strength as the world does.

God waorks through faith, trust, and obedience.

Come, let us worship the God who leads us through every challenge and

every victory.
We place our trust in the Lord, our strength and our salvation.
*Hymn #329 Break Thou the Bread of Life

1. Break Thou the bread of life,
Dear Lord, to me,
As Thou didst break the loaves
Beside the sea;
Beyond the sacred page
| seek Thee, Lord;
My spirit pants for Thee,
0 living Word!

2. Bless Thou the truth, dear Lord,
Now unto me,
As Thou didst bless the bread
By Galilee;
Then shall all bondage cease,
All fetters fall;
And I shall find my peace,
My all in all!
*Please stand if able.



*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Faithful God, too often we measure life by our own strength instead
of your power. We face challenges with fear rather than faith, relying
on our own abilities while forgetting that you are with us. We are
quick to judge by appearances, slow to trust your leading, and reluc-
tant to step forward when you call us into difficult places.

Forgive us when our confidence rests in ourselves instead of you.
Give us the courage to face the giants before us, not because we are
strong, but because you are faithful. Lead us in your ways, strength-
en our hearts, and teach us to trust that you go before us in every
circumstance.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Silent Prayer of Confession

*Assurance of Pardon

Though we are weak, God is strong to save. In Jesus Christ, God has con-
quered the grave. And through his grace, God leads us to new life.

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
Because of Christ’s great love for us, we are forgiven!

*Gloria Patri
Minute for Mission

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory | Will Praise You Berry
*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication
*Choral Response



The Word

Scripture Readings | Corinthians 1:18-31, | Samuel 17:32-50
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon “God Leads”

Rev. Seth Saathoff

Responding to God’s Word

The Sacrament of Communion
Invitation to the Table
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Words of Institution
Distribution of the Elements
Communion Anthem
Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Hymn #387 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need Thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Thy folds prepare:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.

2. Thou hast promised to receive us,

Poor and sinful though we be;

Thou hast mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and power to free:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee;

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee.



3. Early let us seek Thy favor;
Early let us do Thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior,
With Thy love our bosoms fill:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still.

*Charge and Benediction

*Choral Response | Will Praise You

| will praise You, O Lord, with all my heart,

[ will tell of all of Your wonders.

| will be glad and rejoice in You,

| will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.

| will sing praise to Your name, O Most High, Most High.

*Postlude
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This Week’s Scripture Readings

AT > &5

| Corinthians 1:18-31

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. ° For it
is written:

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
the intelligence of the intelligent | will frustrate.”

20 \Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law?
Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? 2t For since in the wisdom of God the
world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through
the foolishness of what was preached to save those who be-
lieve. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 2 For the foolish-
ness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is
stronger than human strength.

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were
influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the fool-
ish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of
the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify
the things that are, 2° so that no one may boast before him. % It is be-
cause of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wis-
dom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemp-
tion. 3! Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the
Lord.”



| Samuel 17:32-50

32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Phil-
istine; your servant will go and fight him.”

33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine
and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior
from his youth.”

3 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his fa-
ther's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from
the flock, 35 | went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its
mouth. When it turned on me, | seized it by its hair, struck it and killed
it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircum-
cised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the ar-
mies of the living God. 37 The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the
lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philis-
tine.”

Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”

3 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor
on him and a bronze helmet on his head. 3 David fastened on his sword
over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to
them.

‘| cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because | am not used to
them.” So he took them off. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose
five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shep-
herd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.

41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him,
kept coming closer to David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he
was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he
despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am | a dog, that you come at me
with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 4 “Come
here,” he said, “and I'll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!”



4 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword
and spear and javelin, but | come against you in the name of the Lord
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This
day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I'll strike you down and
cut off your head. This very day | will give the carcasses of the Philistine
army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know
that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is
not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s,
and he will give all of you into our hands.”

48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly
toward the battle line to meet him. 4 Reaching into his bag and taking
out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.

50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone;
without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.

Notes
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Youth Auction August 2 - You’re Invited!

i 2 gk nd ag ok g - Santa Claus himself has
summoned you to his

workshop, to help find
the suspects of a very un-

n I \ /.~ merry crime. Someone
IeLE ”'s ¢ * has broken into his work-
h t - shop and stolen his magic
rls ma bag of Christmas pre-
sents!
You are cordially invited to 7 .
“© Without that bag, there
A Mystery Party can be NO CHRISTMAS!!
Date August 9, 2026 “* Someone here is respon-
2 i L8 Siben -, - sible, and now we ne?d to
. ~ find out whom. There’s no
Location FPC Familiy Life Center time to spare! It's Christ-
sl b -~ mas Eve and if the bag of
Please RSVP no liter than ¥ toyS |Sn’t recovered soon,
August 7, 2026 by emuling DSowdenfa FPCConroe.Ory Santa Won’t be able to

deliver presents to the

SR T ST R TN ST B ST %%cr)% !boys and girls of the




“Through the Bible in One Year” by Alan Stringfellow

The series of “Through the Bible in One Year” will begin again on Sunday,
August 30, at 4:00 p.m. Classes will last one hour. The series will be led by
Frank Denton, using a workbook by Alan Stringfellow (provided at no charge to
participants). This very well received program was just completed by about 25
participants this past June. Several have indicated they intend to repeat the
program. You are encouraged to visit with someone who has completed the
program for their recommendation. As in the past, this program is open to the
public as well as church members, or those from other denominations who
might want to attend, so feel free to invite a friend.

This series will demonstrate how each book of the Bible is connected and re-
lates to the other, in both the New as well as Old Testament. The unfolding
drama of the coming of the Messiah, which comes together as a finely woven
piece of cloth. Open to all ages, whether a Bible student or just getting started,
all are welcome. No cost, no tests!

Please put your name on the sign-up sheet located in the church office so that
enough workbooks can be ordered. We look forward to seeing you and begin-
ning this exciting journey.

Spiritual Direction with Rev. Callie Candee

Christians have sought out silent prayer retreats for centuries; driven by a hun-
ger for closer communion with God, we choose times of silence, of meditation
of Scripture, to hear God more clearly and to follow Jesus’ invitation to ‘come
away with me to a quiet place and rest." In our ever too busy world, such an
invitation is a blessing, as we enter stillness, reflection upon God's Word, and
open ourselves to hearing more fully God’s response to us. Rev. Callie Candee
is offering one-on-one Spiritual Direction sessions for our congregation. She
can be reached at CallieCandee@yahoo.com.
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Calendar of Weekly Events

9:30 a.m. Bereans Sunday School Class with Bob Shepherd
(Rm. 105) The most successful Old Testament prophet, Haggai.

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Class (Rm. 204) Studying “Living Life Back-
ward” by David Gibson, a study of Ecclesiastes, taught by Deborah
Geddes, Glenna Lang and Glenn EIms

9:30 a.m. Exploring Our Faith with Susan Buckley (Rm. 206)

9:30 a.m. Seekers’ Bible Study with Randy Blanton (Library)
Paul’s Letter to the Romans on Sunday (Contact Randy Blanton to

Sunday join by Zoom).

August2 | 9:39 a.m. FPC Kids’ Sunday School OFF FOR THE SUMMER.
(Children can check in at nursery for Sunday School hour)
10:30 a.m. Fellowship (Narthex)
10:35 a.m. Praise band (Sanctuary)
11:00 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary and Facebook Live
www.com/fpcConroe or YouTube.com/fpcConroe)
5:00-7:00 p.m. The Spark (Gym)

Monday ) .

August 3 1:30 p.m. Monday Bible Study (Parlor)

Wednesd 9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Mission Sewing (Rm. 105)
ednesday ) .
August 5 5:45 p.m. Handbells Practice (Sanctuary)

7:00-8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room)




Sunday
August 9

9:30 a.m. Bereans Sunday School Class with Bob Shepherd
(Rm. 105) The most successful Old Testament prophet, Haggai.

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Class (Rm. 204) Studying “Living Life Back-
ward” by David Gibson, a study of Ecclesiastes, taught by Deborah
Geddes, Glenna Lang and Glenn Elms.

9:30 a.m. Exploring Our Faith with Susan Buckley (Rm. 206)

9:30 a.m. Seekers’ Bible Study with Randy Blanton (Library)
Paul’s Letter to the Romans on Sunday (Contact Randy Blanton to
join by Zoom).

9:30 a.m. FPC Kids’ Sunday School OFF FOR THE SUMMER.
(Children can check in at nursery for Sunday School hour)

10:30 a.m. Fellowship (Narthex)
10:35 a.m. Praise band (Sanctuary)

11:00 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary and Facebook Live
www.com/fpcConroe or YouTube.com/fpcConroe)

5:00-7:00 p.m. The Spark (Gym)

Save the Date

August 9
August 2

August 3

Youth Auction
4 PDS first day of school
0 “Through the Bible in a Year” begins

September 7 Labor Day (PDS and Church offices closed)

September 13 Resume 2-service schedule / Rally Sunday

September 18  Lifeline Screening at FPC
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Prayer List

Members: The family of Ron Massey, Tildon Hebert, John Lancaster, Josh
and Kayleigh Riggs-Harpur, Marty Taylor, Susan Juhl, Cindy and Ron Massey,
John Gutekunst, James Dopp, Ron Bailey, Marcia Park and family, Steve and
Connie Tibbetts, Jean Heasley, Fred Kate, Sylvia Dopp, Roy Kessler, Jean-
nene Wendt, Reed Watson, Kari Elliott, Alice Helms, Jean Ball, Mary Hudson,
Paul Ivison, Virginia Olivier

Members’ Relatives & Friends: Debbie R. (Rose), Mike S. (Haines), Luke W.
(Murphy), Melissa and Mark M. (Miller), Connor, Caroline and baby M.
(Saathoffs), Gabrielle T. (Tanner), Noah G. (Simon), David W. (Hart), Dorene
D. and Dan S. (B. Hernandez), Siana F. and family (Watson), Wes K. (Yates),
Alicia 1., James I., and Ron S. (Bailey), Susie K. (Davis), Danielle S. & kids,
Stephanie R. & kids (Riggs-Harpur), Blade B., Judy N. (Dukes), Michael R.
(Dwyer), Tom J. & family, Bill M. (Browder), Tony N. (Spinks), Buddy H.
(Hayter), Amanda N. (Bosse), Brenda H. (Cannon), Scott P. (Peterson), Linda
S., Larry B., Janie M. (Harrison), Lindsey W. (Walker), Shannon L. (Diamond),
Rick J. (Juhl), Joe T. Sr., Harry S., Jr. and family (Havens), Steve T., Lonnie H.
and Vivian M. (Hammonds), John R. (Hethershaw), James M., Patty M., En-
rique E. (Moore), Jeffrey H. & Leah H. (Heasley), Wendy S. (Adamson), Sherry
M. (Garrison), Lee H. (Helms), Caleb & Michaela W. (Henderson), Gerald H.
(Roberts)
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Ministry Leaders

Administration

Building & Grounds
Care-Prayer

Discipleship

Fellowship
Membership
Missions
PDS

Worship

Trustees

Cheryl Nichols (2027, Chair)
Matthew Laletas (2028)

Bill Harshbarger (2026, Chair)
Randy Blanton (2026, Chair)

Elizabeth Laletas (2028, Chair)
Sabrina Sowden (2027)

Sean Morton (2027, Youth elder)
Savannah Hector (2028, Youth elder)

Debbie Morse (2027, Chair)

David Nichols (2027, Chair)

Debra Slade-Redden (2028, Chair)
Pat Hudson (2027, Chair)

Mike Wisda (2026, Chair)
Cynda Hector (2028)

David Nichols (2026)

Fred Kate (2027)
Anne Spinks (2028)
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Staff and Church Information

Staff

Rev. Seth Saathoff, Senior Pastor

Dena Sowden, Director of Christian Education

Sharon VanSchuyver, Director of Communications
Yvonne Rose, Office Manager

Bonnie Hernandez, Music Director
Rolethial McKelvey, Accompanist

Jackye Cannon and Jane Corbit, Bookkeeping

Shirley Dukes, Parish Nurse

First Presbyterian Church

Physical Address:

2727 N Loop 336 W, Conroe, TX 77304
Church Office (936) 756-8884 Fax (936) 756-8842
Website: www.fpcConroe.org

Mailing Address:

2257 N Loop 336 W
Suite 140, # 349, Conroe, TX 77304
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