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Welcome to Worship 

 
 

We pray you will find the presence of God in our worship. We ask that all  of our 
members and all guest  to please print  your name in the book passed along the 
pew before the offering.  Guest , we encourage you to fill out a Connect Card also.  
 
Holy Communion:  We welcome all who have been instructed in the faith, who 
believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior and in the true presence of His body and 
blood in the sacrament. If you are a guest today and would like to participate in 
the Sacrament, please consult a pa stor or elder beforehand with any questions. 
We do offer white grape juice and gluten free bread for those who need it.  
 
Children are welcome in our worship services.  As an alternative, a nursery for 
infants through 2 years old is available in Room #101. The nursery is staffed from 
8am to 12pm on Sunday mornings. For assistance, please see an usher.  
 
Children’s Worship  (preschool & early elementary) is offered in the choir room 
during the 10:30am worship. Children will be dismissed before the sermon and 
return for offering.  
 
Fire Exits:  In addition to the main entrance, fire exits are located on both sides of 
the chancel and are opened for quicker exit from the church after worship.  
 
Broadcast & Photography : Just a reminder  that our services are live streamed on 
YouTube and may include images of the congregation. St. Stephens Lutheran 
Church  reserves the right to use any photograph/video taken at any service on 
church grounds or event sponsored by St. Stephens Lutheran Church. A person 
attending who does not wish to have their image recorded for distribution should 
make their wishes known to t he photographer. By participating in a St. Stephens 
Lutheran Church service or event or by fail ing to notify your desire to not have 
your photograph used, you are agreeing to release and the use of your picture.  

 
 

Sunday School - 9:15am - 10:15am 
 

For room location assistance, please see an usher.  
 
Little Lambs /Preschool (3 & 4yrs) & Kinders: ----  Ed Wing Riser Room ---- Martha 
Propst, Jane Guelzow , Sue Seabock & Cynthia Hewitt  
Kid Connect/ Grades 1 & 2: -------------- -- Ed Wing #222 ---------- ------  Andrea Trent  
Kid Co nnect/ Grades 3 -5: -------- ----------- Ed Wing #220 ------- ------ Teresa Ritchie  
Jr. High Life Group: Led by Randall & Shannon Cline -- ------- ----------- Youth House  
Sr. High Life Group:  Darel Reese & Jon Guelzow -- ---------------- ------ Youth House  
Young Adult Life Group: Led by Taryn Cline & Dalton Powell -- ------------- -Peace House  

Adults: Led by Pastor/Vicar -- ----- ----------- Scripture ---- ---- --- ------   Fellowship Hall  
Adults -Men’s Bible Study: Led by Dwight Hollar ----- Gen e sis ----- School  Bldg. #108  
Adults: Led by Caleb Taylor/Katie Clontz --------- Bible Lessons ----- ---- Choir Room  
Adults – Led by Dean Ledbetter ------------ Eleven Days -----------  School Bldg. #109  
Adults -Ladies  Led by Regina Propst  & Cindy Brinn : 
          In His Image by Jen Wilkin ----- --- Parlor  
 

 
 

 



Prayer on Entering 
 

 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness, mercifully look 
upon Your people that we may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, who rules over and preserves us to life everlasting; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and t he Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  
 
 

Greeters 
 
March 21st - Brent & Donna Townsend  
March 22nd 8 am - Gregg & Vickie Fletcher  
March 22nd 10:30 am - Eric & Nikki Fisher  
 
March 28th - Keith & Sue Binns  
March 29th 8am - Pat Wilson  
March 29th 10:30am - VOLUNTEER NEEDED  
 

 Communion Assistants 
 

March 22     10:30am – David Propst, Jon Guelzow, Tony Cook  
 
March 29     8:00am – David Rittenhouse & Todd Little  
 

Nursery Volunteers – 10:30 am 
 
March 22 – Sheila Poovey            March 29 – Amy Crouch  
 

Our Response to God Last Week 
 

Last Sunday's Attendance – 492  (82, 104, 306 )        Sunday School -  136  
General Fund: $ 20,048.36    (Regular Offerings needed each week: $ 30,392.22 )    

Church Expansion Fund/Building Fund: $ 4,095.74  
School Endowment Fund: $195.00  
Church Expansion/Building Fund Funds Needed: $4.4 Million  
Church Expansion/Building Fund Account Balance: $ 355,384.65  
Church Expansion Bills Paid So Far: $ 2 ,841,629.14  
*Correction to Last week’s Building Fund Total  it was:  $9,985.68  
 
 



Stay Connected to St. Stephens Lutheran 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30pm – Saturday Evening Worship  & Holy Communion  
 

SUNDAY  
8:00am – Traditional Worship  
9:15am – Family Bible Hour  
10:30am –Contemporary Worship & Holy Communion  
12:00 -1:00pm – Confirmation Check In  
NO Pickle Ball  

4:00pm – Mystery Theater  -  Gym  
 

MONDAY  
9:00am - Lifelight – Pastor Guelzow – Conference Room  
10:00am - With Our Hands Ministry  
1:00pm – Ruth Circle – Peacehouse  
6:00pm – After the Boxes – Conference Room  
7:00pm – Men’s Bible Study – Youth House  
 

TUESDAY  
4:00pm - Lifegroup – Pastor Guelzow – Conference Room  
4:00PM -  MID -WEEK CONGREGATIONAL NEWS DEADLINE  
5:15pm – Church Council – Conference Room  
6:00pm – Praise Team Rehearsal  
 

WEDNESDAY  
10:30am – Mid -Week Lenten Service  
6:30pm – Mid -Week Lenten Service  
 

THURSDAY  
10:30am – Lifegroup – (Larry Bowman) – Conference Room  
NOON – BULLETIN & SCREEN ANNOUNCEMENT DEADLINE  
5:45pm – Handbell Choir – Sanctuary  
7:00pm – Parish Coir – Sanctuary/Choir Room  
7:00pm – Lifegroup – (Richard Starnes) – Youth House  
 

FRIDAY  
10:00am – With Our Hands Ministry – Youth House  
2:00pm – Lifegroup – David Rittenhouse’s  
5:30pm – Halo Bible Study – Youth House  
 

SATURDAY  
5:30pm – Saturday Evening Worship  
 

SUNDAY  
8:00am – Traditional Worship  & Holy Communion  
9:15am – Family Bible Hour  
10:30am –Contemporary Worship  
3:00 -6:00pm - Pickle Ball  
6:00pm – Life Group (Dwight Hollar) – Conference Room  
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Thank You 
 
Gena, Jeff, Robert, Bret and I would li ke to tha nk  our wonderful 
Pastors and Vicar and Pastor Guelzow for all the prayers, visits, 
communion & comfort for Marsha and us during her illness. She 
loved receiving the Lords Supper. We’d like to thank the church 
family for all the prayers & visits. We’d like to  thank Faith Comfort 
Dog. Marsha loved visits from Faith. She made her smile. We’d 
like to thank Linda Tilley for keeping our friendship life group 
informed. We’d like to thank the LWML Elizabeth Circle for the 
comforting meal served after Marsha’s service . Thanks to so 
many neighbors & brothers and sisters in Christ for all the 
prayers, cards, & food. The support has been felt and so 
appreciated. We love Marsha and will miss her everyday for the 
rest of our earthly lives. Thanks be to God.  

Bob Watson & Children  



“Building relationships in Christ to develop and 
strengthen faithful followers for life.” 

 
Sunday Morning LifeGroup | 9:15a | Youth House 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

3/22 | 12:00–1:00 PM Confirmation - Unit Check-in 

Confirmation students and their families will meet in the sanctuary 
immediately following the 10:30 AM worship service. This is a 
chance to reflect on learning so far, ask questions, and stay 

connected as we continue this faith journey together. 
 

3/22  | 3:00–7:00 PM Mystery & Dinner Theater  

The Alaska Mission Team is hosting a Mystery & Dinner Theater, and 

needs your help to make it a great night! We’re looking for student 
volunteers to help with set-up, serving, and clean-up after the play. 
Contact Jadi or Randall for more information. 
 

3/29  | 5:00–8:00 PM “A Quiet Place” Game 

Our youth group is gearing up for a challenging game where staying 

quiet might be the only way to survive! Middle and high school 

students are invited to join us for a night of suspense, laughter, and 
unforgettable fun. 

 

4/24-4/26     SED Middle School Youth Gathering 

6th–8th graders, don’t miss this gathering! Join us in Williamsburg 
for an epic weekend of friends, worship, games, and unforgettable 

moments. This is one you’ll be talking about all year. Sign up and 
more information at: sslcms.org/youth 

 

Want to Get Connected? 

Parents and families are always encouraged to reach out with questions 
or to learn how to partner in their student’s faith journey. 

Visit sslcms.org/youth for all the latest. 

 

http://www.sslcms.org/youth
http://sslcms.org/youth


 
 

 
 

 
 

 



St. Stephens Lutheran School News 
Excellence in Education since 1943  

 

Make A Joyful Noise 
(Psalm 98:4) 

 

School Board Members  – Scott Clontz, Chairman, Erica Moretz, 
David Janisko, Kim Yancey, and Shawn Sigmon  
 
Up -Coming Events:  
  March 27 – Muffins With mom – 7:15qam  
            WACP Dress Down Day  
 
Starting Tuesday, March 3 1, the School Office will be located in 
the Church Parlor. This is a temporary move for the rest of the 
school year and summer, until the current school office is 
complete. This will not change any pickup or drop procedures; 
the school will continue as it h as been all school year.  
 

 

 
 

Please join us on Sunday, March 22 at 4pm the St. Stephens 
Lutheran Church & School for a Mystery Theater & Dinner “The 
Conundrum on the Crackerjack Cruise”. The script is family 
friendly. The cast includes: Rachel Wilson, April Drake, Sheila 
Poovey, Heath er Poovey, Randall & Shannon Cline, Micheal & 
Katie Vaughn, Bobby Butler, & Wayne Auton  

 



Volunteers Needed 
Help us assemble furniture for the  

New Building 
 

As we are preparing to move into our new office building, 
we have an exciting opportunity for you to help! Many of 
the desks, cabinets, and furnishings for the new space 
require careful —and sometimes complex —assembly. 
Because of this, we are specifically l ooking for individuals 
who are handy and comfortable assembling furniture and 
similar items. If you have experience with tools and enjoy 
putting things together, your help would be a tremendous 
blessing. We are also trying to determine who may be 
available  during business hours and who might be able to 
help after hours. If you are interested in serving in this way, 
please contact Pastor Shea at spennington@sslcms.org or 
call the church office. Thank you for helping us move into 
our new Mission & Ministry Ce nter!  
Tentative Dates:  Tuesday -Thursday April, 7 -10 
 
 

Children’s Ministry 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Hour -  9:15 -10:15am Ed Wing  
Preschool & Kinders:  Riser Room  

Grades 1 & 2: Ed Wing #222  
Grades 3 -  5: Ed Wing #220  

CPH Enduring Faith  
 

Children's Worship  
10:30AM CONTEMPORARY SERVICE  

Preschool -  5th Grade  
Meet in the choir room during the sermon  

Opportunities to serve weekly  
 
 
 
 
 
 



IMPORTANT 
Temporary Change Starting March 29 

 

Starting Monday, Ma rch 30 , the School Office will be relocated, 
temporarily, to the Parlor. As part of phase 2 in the construction 
phase, the School Office will be remodeled. They will start  
demoing  the week of Easter Break.  
 
With that, all Church groups that use the parlor, will be 
temporarily moved to other locations  for the rest of the school 
year.  
 
Starting Sunday, March 29 th : 

• Women’s Sunday School class will meet in Class Room 

#110 of the school  

• Pastor Guelzow’s Tuesday afternoon Lifegroup  will meet 

in the Conference Room  

• Larry Bowman’s VDC Group will meet in the Conference 

Room  

• Richard Starnes’ Lifegroup will meet in the  Youth House  

Thank you for your cooperation  and patience  during this next 
phase of construction.  
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



A New Church Plant in West Jefferson 
 
We are excited to share that efforts are underway to plant a new 
LCMS church in the West Jefferson area. With the support of our 
Southeastern District and Circuit congregations, this mission 
seeks to bring the ministry of Word and Sacrament to a growing 
re gion with many unchurched people.  
 
Two retired LCMS pastors, Rev. David Hudak and Rev. Fred 
Hoffman, have graciously offered to assist with this new mission, 
and several Lutheran families already living in the area are eager 
to help establish this congregation. The church plant hopes to 
ser ve communities across Ashe and Alleghany Counties and 
surrounding areas, including West Jefferson, Jefferson, Lansing, 
Sparta, Creston, Grassy Creek, and even some nearby towns in 
Tennessee and Virginia.  
 
You can support this new mission in two ways: First, please keep 
this church plant in your prayers. Second, if you have family or 
friends who live in or near the area and may be interested in 
learning more, please share their contact information with Pasto r 
Bryan Chestnutt at:   pastorbryan.mtnsideluth@gmail.com  
 
Together, we pray that the Lord will bless this new congregation 
as it grows, serves for His glory, and spreads the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
 

LWML Mites 
 

Based on the Biblical account of the widow’s mites (Luke 21:1 -4) 
the Mite Box is intended for regular contributions of “mites”. Mite 
Box contributions amount to mission of dollars that fund district 
and national mission grants. Seventy -five percent of the coins we 
contribute fund needs within the Carolinas. Twenty -five percent 
go to fund national projects. Our participation makes the funding 
of a variety of mission efforts possible. Thanks to each of you for 
your contributions and your prayers.  

 
 



 
 

 
 

Fellowship Hall & Gymnasium  
All are welcome! Invite friends!  

Preschool & Elementary Egg Hunts begin at 11am   
RAIN OR SHINE EVENT  

(all activities inside if raining)  
 

Volunteers & Donations Needed 
 

Needed:   Hospitality Team, Craft/Activity Station Volunteers, & 
Prep Team (filling eggs before event)  

Donations of candy for eggs or prefilled eggs needed.  
AMAZON WISH LIST :  

   



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Today’s Readings 
 

Ezekiel 37:1 -14 
37  The hand of the  Lord  was upon me, and  he brought me 
out in the Spirit of the  Lord  and set me down in the middle 
of the valley;  it was full of bones.  2  And he led me around 
among them, and behold, there were very many on the 
surface of the valley, and be hold, they were very dry.  3  And 
he said to me,  “Son of man,  can these bones live?” And  I 
answered, “O Lord  God, you know.”  4  Then he said to 
me,  “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them,  O dry 
bones, hear the word of the  Lord.  5  Thus says the 
Lord  God  to these bones: Behold, I will cause  breath  to 
enter you, and you shall live.  6  And I will lay sinews upon 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and  cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live,  and you 
shall know that I am the  Lord. ” 7 So I prophesied  as I was 
commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 
behold,  a rattling,  and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone.  8  And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered  them. But  there was no breath in them.  9  Then he 
said to me,  “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy,  son of man, 
and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord  God: Come 
from  the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, 
that they may live.”  10 So I prophes ied  as he commanded 
me, and  the breath came into them, and they lived and 
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.  

11 Then he said to me,  “Son of man, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are 

dried up, and  our hope is lost;  we are indeed cut 
off.’  12 Therefore  prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 

Lord  God: Behold,  I will open your  graves and raise you 
from your graves, O my people. And  I will bring you into the 

land of Israel.  13 And  you shall know that I am the  Lord, 
when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O 

my people.  14 And  I will put my Spirit within you, and y ou 
shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you 

shall know that I am the  Lord;  I have spoken, and I will do it, 
declares the  Lord.”  



Romans 1:1 -7; 16 -17 
1 Paul,  a servant of Christ Jesus,  called to be an apostle,  set 
apart for the gospel of God,  2  which  he promised 
beforehand  through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,  
3  concerning his Son,  who was descended from David 
according to the flesh  4  and  was declared to be the Son of 
God  in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our  Lord,  
5  through whom  we have received grace  and apostleship  
to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his 
name  among all the nations,  6  including you who  are  
called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7  To all those in Rome who 
are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
16 For  I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is  the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew  first 
and also to  the Greek.  17 For in it  the righteousness of God 
is revealed  from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.”  
 
John 11:17 -27  
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb  four days.  18 Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles  off,  19 and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary  to console them concerning 
their brother.  20  So when Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated 
in the house.  21 Martha said to  Jesus, “Lord,  if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.  22  But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God,  God will give 
you.”  23  Jesus sa id to her,  “Your  
brother will rise again.”  24  Martha said to him, “I know that 
he will rise again in  the resurrection on the last day.”  
25  Jesus said to her,  “I am the resurrection and  the life.  
Whoever believes in me,  though he die,  yet shall he live,  
26  and everyone who lives and believes in me  shall never 
die. Do you believe this?”  27  She said to him, “Yes, Lord;  I 
believe that  you are the Christ, the Son of God,  who is 
coming into the world.”  

 
 



LET US PRAY FOR……. 
 
SPECIAL PRAYERS 

BUILDING A FIRM FOUNDATION - MISSION & MINISTRY CENTER 

ST. STEPHENS LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR 

SHAUEN & KRISTA TRUMP, Missionaries in Africa 

TRINITY HMONG LUTHERAN CHURCH & PASTOR ZANG YANG 

ST. PETER’S  LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OUR COMMUNITY, COUNTY, STATE, NATION, AND THE WORLD 

FIRST RESPONDERS/FIRE FIGHTERS 

POLICE/CIVIL SERVANTS 

CHRISTIE LORH-SAPP, former Pastor of St. Andrews, now serving with her 
family in Tel Aviv, Israel 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE LOST A LOVED ONE 

THELMA HUFFMAN. Her sister-in-law, Jean, was called to glory. 
TINA MINGUS FAMILY. Her mother, Betty Knight, was called to glory. 
THE FAMILY OF TODD ROBBINS, he passed away last weekend, co-worker of 
Kevin Carpenter 
NOEL DAVIDSON FAMILY. Her aunt Sally Lackey was called to glory on March 
17 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOME MEMBERS 

CASSIE DEAL 

MARGARET DEAL 

CAROLYN GARREN 
 

FIVE FAMILY PRAYER 

TAYLOR & MEREDITH HINES FAMILY 

DUSTIN & ERIN POLT FAMILY 

COREY & SAMANTHA SEABOCK FAMILY 

GARRY & JESSICA BUTLER FAMILY 

MATT & LESLIE DOVER FAMILY 
 

PRAYER OF PRAISE & THANKSGIVING 

The marriage of GRANT MILLER to BAILEY TESH on March 21. Grant is the 
son of Rodney & Tracy and grandson of Bob & Helen Miller and Donna Setzer. 
 
 



HOSPICE CARE 

RICK EASTMAN, Washington State, brother of Judy Gurganious 
 

UPCOMING PROCEDURE 

DEANIE HILTON, knee surgery 4/2 
 

HOSPITALIZED 

ODESSA PAYNE, hospitalized in Texas, mother of Keith Payne 

JAY HYATT, hospitalized in Charlotte, recovering from being hit by a car, 
brother-in-law of Jimmy LaFrances 

LINH HUYNK, brain aneurysm, ICU Baptist, friend of Angela Isenhour 
EARL WYATT, recovering from cancer surgery, uncle of Chris Wyatt 
DENISE SHOOK, CVMC, pneumonia 

LINDA VESPER, hospitalized in St. Louise, sister of David Pingel 
 

PRAYERS FOR ONGOING TREATMENTS 

DINKY EDDINS, breast cancer 
GIL BRAUCH, cancer 
ERVIN BOLICK, cancer 
LINDA TILLEY, cancer 
DELANEY JESSUP, cancer 
KAY WEAVER, Squamous Cell (Skin) Cancer 
SHARON JONES 

KEVIN CARPENTER, treatments for PTSD 

JOE MATHIS, cancer, brother-in-law of Karen Shade 

DONALD TRAVIS, cancer, father of Justin Travis 

LORI MILLS, cancer, family of Keith Payne 

JUDY MOSER, chemo treatments at Duke, friend of Linda Fritz 

BRANDON MOOSE, diabetic neuropathy in eyes, friend of Sheila Poovey 

DARNELL MITCHEL, pancreatic cancer, friend of Kim Cline 

JOE STEELE, cancer, friend of J P Nelson 

WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, son of Teri Cain 

KEVIN CLOHESY, ALS, brother of Brian 
 

RECOVERING  
JERRY RITCHIE, home recovering 

LEE DIETRICH, son-in-law of Pat Fredell 
DAVID CLONINGER, son of Donna Townsend 

CAROL HEFNER, recovering from a car wreck, Cedar Hills 

BOBBY CLARKE, health issues 

LINDA STEELMAN, Trinity Village Rehab, sister of Betty Bostain 

TERESA RITCHIE, recovering from eye surgery 

HAYDEN LANEY, recovering from surgery, grandson of Harolene Setzer 
OWEN FRITZ, broken hand, son of Tyler Fritz 


