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P e n s i v e  T h o u g h t s  f r o m  P r e s i d e n t  M a r y  A n n
 
P r o v e r b s  3 : 5 - 6  –  “ T r u s t  i n  t h e  L o r d  w i t h  a l l  y o u r  h e a r t ,  
a n d  d o  n o t  l e a n  o n  y o u r  o w n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I n  a l l  y o u r  
w a y s  a c k n o w l e d g e  H i m ,  a n d  H e  w i l l  m a k e  s t r a i g h t  y o u r  
p a t h s . ”  I n  w h a t  w a y s  d o  w e  t r u s t  o u r  A l m i g h t y  G o d  f u l l y ?  T h e r e  a r e  
m a n y  w a y s  t h a t  w e  t r u s t  H i m  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .  D o  I  d a r e  s a y  t h a t  w e
o f t e n  t a k e  t h i n g s  f o r  g r a n t e d ?  M a y b e  s o .  B u t  w e  t r u s t  t h a t  H e  w i l l
p r o v i d e  t h e  s u n  t o  s h i n e  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  t h e  m o o n  a n d  s t a r s  t o
g i v e  u s  l i g h t  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t .  W e  t r u s t  H i m  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  o u r  b a s i c
n e e d s  o f  f o o d  a n d  w a t e r .  W e  t r u s t  H i m  t o  p r o v i d e  s h e l t e r  a n d  s a f e t y .
A s  C h r i s t i a n s ,  w e  t r u s t  H i s  W o r d ,  a s  w e  k n o w  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  s e n t
H i s  S o n  t o  e a r t h ,  t o  t e a c h ,  t o  d o  m i r a c u l o u s  h e a l i n g s ,  t o  b e  a  s u f f e r i n g
s e r v a n t  f o r  a l l ,  t o  d i e  o n  a  R o m a n  c r o s s ,  t o  b e  b u r i e d  i n  a  t o m b .  A n d
t h e n  o n  t h e  t h i r d  d a y ,  H e  r o s e  f r o m  t h e  g r a v e ,  d e f e a t i n g  d e a t h  a n d  t h e
d e v i l  f o r  a l l  a n d  f o r e v e r .  W e  k n o w  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h i s ;  t h e r e f o r e  w e  t r u s t
o u r  G o d  a n d  w e  a l s o  t r u s t  H i s  W o r d .  H i s  W o r d  i s  o u r  G u i d e b o o k  f o r  L i f e
s o  w e  c a n  f u l l y  s u r r e n d e r  a l l  t o  H i m .  I f  w e  c a n  f u l l y  s u r r e n d e r  t o  H i m ,
w e  c a n  f u l l y  t r u s t  H i m .
 

B u t  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  o u r  t r u s t  i n  G o d  w h e n  t h e  i m p e r f e c t  w o r l d
i n f r i n g e s  u p o n  o u r  l i v e s ?  W e  k n o w  t h a t  s i n  e x i s t s ,  t h a t  s i n  c a u s e s
h e a r t a c h e ,  p a i n ,  s i c k n e s s  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  d a y .  W e
k n o w  t h i s  i s  a  t o o l  o f  t h e  d e v i l  t h a t  i s  u s e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  o u r  t r u s t  i n
G o d .  I t  c a u s e s  u s  t o  q u e s t i o n ,  t o  d o u b t ,  t o  s o m e t i m e s  l o s e  t h e  t r u s t  i n
G o d  t h a t  w e  t h o u g h t  w a s  s o  s t r o n g ,  s o  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e .
W e  a r e  h u m a n  a n d  w e  a r e  s i n n e r s  w h o  w i l l  d o  w r o n g ,  s o m e t i m e s
u n i n t e n t i o n a l  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  i n t e n t i o n a l .  G o d  k n o w s  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  H e
k n o w s  o u r  f l a w s .  N o t h i n g  s u r p r i s e s  H i m .  B u t  n o t h i n g  m a k e s  H i m  h a p p i e r
t h a n  w h e n  w e  r e p e n t  o f  o u r  s i n s  a n d  a d m i t  w e  w e r e  w r o n g .  H e  l o v e s  i t
w h e n  w e  c o n f e s s  o u r  s i n s  a n d  w h e n  w e  a s k  H i m  f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s .  G o d
l o v e s  t h o s e  l o s t  s h e e p  w h o  s e e k  H i m  a n d  s t r i v e  t o  d o  b e t t e r  i n
f o l l o w i n g  H i m .

W h e n  b a d  t h i n g s  h a p p e n  t o  u s ,  w h o  o r  w h a t  d o  w e  b l a m e ?  I s  t h a t  t h e
f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  d o ?  S o m e t i m e s  w e  c a u s e  o u r  p r o b l e m s ,  b u t
s o m e t i m e s  o t h e r  p e o p l e  c a u s e  t h e m .  M a n y  t i m e s  w e  h a v e  n o  i d e a  w h y
b a d  t h i n g s  h a p p e n  t o  u s .  S o  w h a t  d o  w e  d o  o r  h o w  d o  w e  r e a c t ?  H o w
d o  w e  b e s t  h a n d l e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s ?  I n  h i n d s i g h t ,  w e  a l l  k n o w  t h a t  t h e
f i r s t  s t e p  i s  t o  n o t  s e e k  b l a m e ,  b u t  t o  s e e k  G o d  f i r s t  f o r  H i s  l o v e ,  



s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d a n c e .  W e  n e e d  t o  t r u s t  H i m ,  o u r  M a k e r ,  o u r  P r o v i d e r
a n d  k n o w  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  w e  f a c e ,  H e  w i l l  g o  t h r o u g h  i t
w i t h  u s ,  g u i d i n g  u s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  u s ,  g i v i n g  u s  H i s  l o v e ,  p e a c e  a n d
s t r e n g t h .  H e  m a y  n o t  g i v e  u s  a l l  t h e  a n s w e r s  t o  o u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t
e v e n t u a l l y  H i s  g u i d a n c e  w i l l  l e a d  t o  H i s  w i l l  a n d  H i s  w a y  i n  H i s  p l a n
f o r  u s .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  d o  t h i s  o n  o u r  o w n ,  a s  w e  n e e d  H i s
g r e a t e r  p o w e r  a n d  w e  k n o w  t h a t  H i s  p l a n  f o r  u s  i s  a l w a y s  t h e  b e s t
p l a n .  R e r e a d  P r o v e r b s  3 : 5 - 6  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  A p p l y  i t
t o  y o u r  l i f e  d a i l y  a n d  g r o w  i n  y o u r  t r u s t  i n  o u r  a m a z i n g  G o d .  T h a t  i s
w h a t  I  h a v e  d o n e  f o r  y e a r s ,  b u t  I  a m  d o i n g  i t  e v e n  m o r e  s o  a t  t h i s
t i m e  i n  m y  l i f e .  I n  r e c e n t  m o n t h s ,  I  h a v e  h a d  t o  f a c e  a n  u n e x p e c t e d
h e a l t h  c h a l l e n g e ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  c h a l l e n g e  o f  m y  l i f e .  M a n y  o f  y o u  h a v e
b e e n  p r a y i n g  f o r  m e  a n d  I  t h a n k  y o u  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  m y  h e a r t .
G o d  i s  h e a r i n g  t h i s  c o n s t a n t ,  p o w e r f u l ,  l o u d  r o a r  a s  b e a u t i f u l  m u s i c !
H e  h e a r s  H i s  s a i n t s  o n  e a r t h  r e a c h i n g  o u t  a n d  H e  w i l l  a l w a y s
r e s p o n d .  I  a m  s o  h u m b l e d  a n d  s o  g r a t e f u l  a s  I  k n o w  t h a t  I  a m  n o t  t h e
o n l y  o n e  w h o  n e e d s  G o d ’ s  h e l p .  S o  I  h a v e  k e p t  m y  p r a y e r s  f o r  o t h e r s
f l o w i n g  t o  H i m  a l s o .  I  h a v e  s o m e  f a v o r i t e  s c r i p t u r e s  f r o m  G o d ’ s  W o r d
t h a t  I  p r a y  o v e r  o t h e r s  a n d  o v e r  m y s e l f .  P s a l m  4 0 : 1  a n d  R o m a n s  1 5 : 1 3
a r e  t w o  o f  t h o s e .  M y  d a i l y  v e r s e  i s  I s a i a h  4 1 : 1 0 ,  a  v e r s e  t h a t  m y  b e s t
f e m a l e  f r i e n d  p r a y s  o v e r  m e  e v e r y  d a y ,  i n s e r t i n g  m y  n a m e .  “ S o  d o
n o t  f e a r ,  M a r y  A n n ,  f o r  I  a m  w i t h  y o u ;  d o  n o t  b e  d i s m a y e d ,  M a r y  A n n ,
f o r  I  a m  y o u r  G o d .  I  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  y o u  a n d  h e l p  y o u ,  M a r y  A n n ;  I  w i l l
u p h o l d  y o u ,  M a r y  A n n ,  w i t h  m y  r i g h t e o u s  r i g h t  h a n d . ”  P r a y i n g  G o d ’ s
W o r d  h a s  b e e n  s o  b e n e f i c i a l  i n  g r o w i n g  m y  t r u s t  i n  H i m .  I  d o  n o t
k n o w  w h a t  m y  t o m o r r o w  w i l l  b e  l i k e ,  b u t  I  l o v e  a n d  t r u s t  t h e  O n e  w h o
d o e s ,  m y  A l m i g h t y  G o d .  I  a m  s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  H i m !  S o  I  s h a l l  e n d  w i t h  1
T h e s s a l o n i a n s  5 : 1 6 - 1 8  –  “ R e j o i c e  i n  t h e  L o r d ,  a l w a y s  p r a y  w i t h o u t
c e a s i n g ,  g i v e  t h a n k s  i n  a l l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ;  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d
i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s  f o r  y o u . ”  

G o d ’ s  p e a c e ,  g r a c e  a n d  b l e s s i n g s  b e  w i t h  y o u !
 
P r e s i d e n t  M a r y  A n n
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N o v e m b e r  N e w s l e t t e r  D e a d l i n e
D e a d l i n e :  O c t .  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6
D e l i v e r y  M e t h o d :  
D i s t r i b u t e  a t  J o y  E v e n t  &  e m a i l .
N e e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m :  P r e s i d e n t ,  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s ,  Z o n e s  &  S o c i e t i e s ,  
2 0 2 7  J o y  E v e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  S r.  Pa s t o r a l
C o u n s e l o r,  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Q t r.

S h i r l e y  M a r q u a r d t ,  E d i t o r  C C C
e m a i l :  c a r o l i n a s d i s t .c c c e d i t o r @ g m a i l .c o m
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4 2 N D  B I E N N I A L
C O N V E N T I O N

O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,
O k l a h o m a

 J u l y  8 – 1 1 ,  2 0 2 7

L W M L  S u n d a y
M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s ,  b e c a u s e  L W M L  S u n d a y  i s  t h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  i n  O c t o b e r ,
O c t o b e r  4 t h .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  i n  O c t o b e r ,  L u t h e r a n
W o m e n  i n  M i s s i o n  S u n d a y  c a n  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  a n y  t i m e .

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  t h e m e  c o n t i n u e s  a  f o u r - y e a r  c y c l e  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  L W M L  M i s s i o n
S t a t e m e n t .  A s  L u t h e r a n  W o m e n  i n  M i s s i o n ,  w e  j o y f u l l y  p r o c l a i m  C h r i s t ,
s u p p o r t  m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  e q u i p  w o m e n  t o  h o n o r  G o d  b y  s e r v i n g  o t h e r s .  F o r
L u t h e r a n  W o m e n  i n  M i s s i o n  S u n d a y  2 0 2 6 ,  w e  f o c u s  o n
S u p p o r t i n g  M i s s i o n s .  T h i s  t h e m e  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  t e x t s :  E c c l e s i a s t e s  3 : 9 – 1 5 ,
G a l a t i a n s  2 : 1 – 1 0 ,  a n d  M a r k  1 0 : 3 5 – 4 5 .

W a t c h  t h e  L W M L . o r g  w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

P lease  use  the  QR  Code to  
subscr ibe  to  rece ive  the

Caro l inas  C ross  Connect ion
v ia  e lec t ron ic  mai l .



5

M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r
I n v o l v e d  i n  M i s s i o n  O u t r e a c h  i n  2 0 2 7 ?

I f  y o u  h a v e  a  m i s s i o n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a s  D i s t r i c t  ( N C  &  S C )
t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  M a r g a r e t
W h i t e ,  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r  C h a i r m a n ,  a t  m w h i t e 1 5 @ e m b a r q m a i l . c o m  o r  c a l l  2 5 2 -
4 3 0 - 4 3 5 3  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Y o u  c a n  f i n d  t h e  M O Q  f o r m  o n  o u r  C a r o l i n a s  D i s t r i c t
w e b s i t e :  w w w . l w m l c a r o l i n a s . o r g .

W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  m i s s i o n s  w i t h  o u r  M O Q  m o n e y .  T h e  1 s t  Q t r .  M O Q  2 0 2 6 ,
$ 1 , 1 7 0 . 0 0  w e n t  t o  H O P E  M i s s i o n s  o f  t h e  U p s t a t e ,  A n d e r s o n ,  S C .  T h e  2 n d  Q t r .  M O Q  2 0 2 6 ,
$ 1 , 0 0 2 . 0 0  w e n t  t o  P a t c h w o r k  Q u i l t e r s ,  S t .  P a u l ’ s  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  N o r l i n a ,  N C .

P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t h e  n e w  d e a d l i n e  f o r  M O Q  m o n e y  t o  b e  s e n t  i n t o  t h e  f i n a n c i a l
s e c r e t a r y … 1 5  D a y s  a f t e r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  q u a r t e r !

3 r d  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Q t r .  2 0 2 6  ( J u l y / A u g / S e p t )  – C o n o v e r  S c h o o l  o f  C o n o v e r ,  N C
C l a s s r o o m  s u p p l i e s / l e a r n i n g  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  c h a l l e n g e d  s t u d e n t s
a g e d  p r e - s c h o o l  t o  2 1 .  S t u d e n t s ’  p a r e n t s  t y p i c a l l y  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  n e c e s s a r y  p e r s o n a l
a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s u p p l i e s .  M O Q  m o n e y  w o u l d  h e l p  s a v e  t h e  p u r s e s  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s
w h o  b u y  s u p p l i e s .  D o r c a s  S o c i e t y  o f  C o n c o r d i a ,  C o n o v e r ,  e n j o y s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  m e e t i n g
w i t h  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t  i t e m s  ( c l o t h i n g ,  h y g i e n e ,  m a r k e r s ,  e t c . )  a n d  s n a c k s  f o r
s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f ,  a n d  J e t  t h e  t h e r a p y  d o g .  C o n o v e r  S c h o o l  f a c e s  l o s s  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g
s o  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w  i n  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

4 t h  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Q t r .  2 0 2 6  ( O c t / N o v / D e c ) — R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y - L C M S  M i s s i o n  C h u r c h
A d a m  C r a n f o r d  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  E b e n e z e r  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  G r e e n s b o r o ,  N C .  H e  h a s
b e e n  p u r s u i n g  t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  i s  w o r k i n g  t o  b e  o r d a i n e d  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
y e a r  t h r o u g h  o n l i n e  s t u d i e s  a t  C o n c o r d i a  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  -  F o r t  W a y n e .  D u r i n g
t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  h e  a c c e p t e d  a  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  t o  b e g i n  a  L C M S  M i s s i o n  C h u r c h  i n
R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  o t h e r  M i s s o u r i  S y n o d  c h u r c h e s  i n  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y .  A t
t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  a r e  p l a n s  t o  s e t  u p  a  w e b s i t e  f o r  t h i s  n e w  m i s s i o n  c h u r c h  i n  o r d e r  t o
g r o w  i n  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  W o r d  o f  t h e  L o r d  w i t h  o t h e r s .  T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s
o f  t h i s  M i s s i o n  C h u r c h  w a n t  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c o m e  a  L C M S  C h u r c h  w i t h  a n  o f f i c i a l  n e w
n a m e .  A s  t h i s  m i s s i o n  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  o l d ,  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  m o n e t a r y  n e e d  i n
o r d e r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e i r  m a n y  g o a l s ,  T h e  m a i n  g o a l  i s  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t  i n
t h e  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  a r e a  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  M i s s o u r i  S y n o d  c h u r c h .  R e c e n t l y
t h e y  h a d  t h e i r  f i r s t  B a p t i s m  o f  a  s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  a t t e n d i n g  t h i s
m i s s i o n  c h u r c h  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .  T h e  m o n e y  f r o m  t h e  M O Q  G r a n t  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  t h i s
m i s s i o n  c h u r c h  t o  r e a c h  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  i n v i t e  o t h e r s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e i r
w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o t h e r  c h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  B y  s e t t i n g  u p  a  c h u r c h
w e b s i t e ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  s h a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a b o u t  o t h e r
e v e n t s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  g i v i n g  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e
Q u a r t e r  G r a n t  t o  t h e  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  M i s s o u r i  L u t h e r a n  M i s s i o n  C h u r c h .
 
W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a y  f o r  o u r  M O Q  p r o j e c t s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e s e  m i s s i o n
a c t i v i t i e s  a s  w e  s e e k  t o  b e  J e s u s ’  h a n d s  a n d  f e e t  t o  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  o f  H i s  l o v e  a n d
c a r e !

M a r g a r e t  W h i t e ,  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r  C h a i r m a n  
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Southern Zone

S o u t h e r n  Z o n e  R a l l y   w a s  h e l d  o n  J u n e  2 7 t h  a t   G r a c e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n
S u m m e r v i l l e  w i t h  2 0  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  

B i b l e  s t u d y  w a s  l e d  b y  D e a c o n e s s  K a r e n  S u t e r  b a s e d  o n  P s a l m
9 6 . 3 .   A n   o p e n  d i s c u s s i o n   w a s  v e r y  h e l p f u l  i n  l e a r n i n g  t h e  w o r d  o f  o u r  L o r d
a n d  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  f o r  u s  t o  t e a c h  a m o n g  t h e  n a t i o n s  h i s
m a r v e l o u s  w o r k s  a m o n g  o t h e r  p e o p l e s  a n d  t r u l y  w e  d i d  t h a t .
 
T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  f r o m  t h e  g r o u p  S o w e r s  o f
t h e  K i n g d o m .  E l l e n  P e a r s o n  a n d  E r i c a  G r a y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  o f
d i r e c t o r s ,  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m  t h a t ' s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s
i n  t h e  D o m i n i c a n  R e p u b l i c  t h e y  s h a r e d   a  s l i d e  s h o w  a n d  s h a r e d  t h e i r
s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  e v e n t s   o c c u r r i n g  o n  t h e i r  t r i p s .    T h i s  m i s s i o n
g r o u p  w a s   f o u n d e d  i n  2 0 0 7   t h r o u g h  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e   I G L E S I A  d e
d i o s  d e  p r o f e s s i a  a n d  S o w e r s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a  s c h o o l  t h a t
o f f e r s  c h i l d r e n  a   s a f e  n u r t u r i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  l e a r n  t o   g r o w
a n d  t h r i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  s p o n s o r s .  E a c h  c h i l d  r e c e i v e s  t u i t i o n ,
e s s e n t i a l  c l a s s r o o m  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  d a i l y  h o t  m e a l s .    F i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t
g o e s  t o  f u n d  m o r e  t h a n  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  g i v e s  e v e r y b o d y   h o p e  o p p o r t u n i t y
a n d  a  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e .  

T h i s  p r o g r a m  a l s o  a s s i s t s  i n  c a r e  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  d e n t a l  w o r k  a n d
m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .    R e c e n t l y  t h e y  s t a r t e d  v i s i o n  c a r e .   T h e y
a l s o   a r e   b u i l d i n g  s a f e  s t r u c t u r e s   a n d  i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  o n e s  f o r
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  l i v e   i n  a n d  a d d i n g  o n  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m .  T h e r e  i s  s o
m u c h  n e e d   i n  t h e  a r e a   a n d  a t  t i m e s  i t  s e e m s  l i k e  a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g
s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  f u n d i n g  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  o r  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  d o  w h a t  r e a l l y
n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e .    I n  t h e  s u m m e r  a  V B S  p r o g r a m  i s  p u t  o n  w i t h  o v e r  1 5 0  i n
a t t e n d a n c e .    A  G i f t  o f  t h e  h e a r t  c o l l e c t i o n  w a s  g i v e n  t o  S o w e r s  o f  t h e
K i n g d o m .  

A  s a l a d  l u n c h  w a s  s e r v e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f   W o m e n  o f  G r a c e .  
 
A   b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g   w a s  o p e n e d  b y  S o u t h e r n   Z o n e   p r e s i d e n t  K a t h l e e n
D i n g e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  i t e m s  t h a t  n e e d e d  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d .  F i r s t  o f f
w a s ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  h a s  m o v e d  o n  t o  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  w i t h  h e r
h u s b a n d  s o  s h e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a v a i l a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e
o f f i c e .  T h e r e  w a s  a n  e l e c t i o n   f o r   v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  z o n e .     A   m o t i o n  t o
n o m i n a t e  J e a n e t t e  J o n e s  f r o m   F a i t h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n   B e a u f o r t   w a s
m a d e .    T h i s  w a s  c a r r i e d  u n a n i m o u s l y .   T h i s  a l s o  w a s  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e
s o c i e t y   f r o m  B e a u f o r t  w h i c h   r e c e n t l y   b e c a m e  a  f o r m a l  s o c i e t y ;   t h e y  a r e
n o w  b e i n g  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  m e e t  t h e
g o a l s  a n d  t h e  p r o g r a m  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  L W M L  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .    
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Southern Zone continued

D i s c u s s i o n  w a s  h e l d  o n  p r o p o s i n g  t h a t  S o w e r s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  a p p l y  f o r  a
L W M L  m i s s i o n  g r a n t .  A f t e r  m u c h  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a  m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y
M o n i q u e  M o o r e ,  s e c o n d e d  b y  W e n d y  G r a h a m  a n d  c a r r i e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o
p r e s e n t  t h i s  t o  t h e  S o w e r s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  m e m b e r s h i p .  M e m b e r s  o f  S o w e r s
w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  S o u t h e r n  Z o n e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h i s  g r a n t .
 
T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  K a t h l e e n  D i n g e s  a n d  c l o s e d  w i t h
t h e  L o r d s  P r a y e r .
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Southern Zone continued
Faithful Foundations (LWML)- Faith
Lutheran Church, Beaufort, SC 
held it’s first LWML meeting on
Saturday, July 11th. A small but
mighty group was in attendance.
Special guests were Kathleen
Dinges, Southern Zone President and
Shirley Marquardt, Editor of the
Carolinas Cross Connection
newsletter. Meeting was opened by
Jeannette Jones and Bible Study
titled Prayer Passport, Where in the
World is God Working? led by Britney
Steckley. Discussion was held about
future events, mites, and district
activities. 

A good gift plan within an estate includes
inheritance for family and gifts to ministry. As you
consider an estate gift to your favorite ministry,
should you talk with ministry leaders in this
planning? What if the gift you want to give to
your favorite ministry doesn’t fit into that
ministry’s future? For example, you want to give a
$20,000 gift for a future pipe organ. The total cost
would be $5 Million. No one else shares your
same desire. That gift would be orphaned and
would never accomplish anything. Conversations
with ministry leaders can help discern this. 

Your LWML Gift Planning Counselor can help to
get this conversation going. 
Contact…Sarah Seying  at
Sarah.Seying@LFND.org   Phone: 800-741-4138
lwmlgiftplan.org

LWML Gift Planning

www.lwmlcaro l inas .org
 

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  L a u r e n  O l s e n ,  
We b  S e r v a n t ,  e m a i l :

d e a c l a u r e n o l s e n @ g m a i l .c o m

I f  y o u  h a v e  a r t i c l e s  y o u
w o u l d  l i k e  o n  y o u r  z o n e

p a g e.  
T h e  s i t e  o f f e r s  e a c h  Z o n e  a
p a g e  t o  d i s p l a y  t h e i r  Z o n e

i n f o r m a t i o n
 a n d  p i c t u r e s .

 

Webpage



Happy New Year!

You might question such a greeting as “Happy New Year!” in August, but a new year
of school will soon be starting for all students and teachers. Who in your life or in your
circle of influence will enter a new grade or leave home for the first time to start
school? The Gospel Outreach tab on the LWML national website has several ideas for
Mission Service Activities supporting students. The ideas range from as simple as
collecting school supplies for your local homeless shelter to creating “off to college”
goodie bags for college bound students. As leaders, I encourage you to also use your
own creativity and tailor any of these ideas for your community. For example, one of
the items in the “off to college” goodie bags is a pencil attached to a card with this
written: God’s Word is written for you: “I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is
within my heart (Psalm 40:8)”. Perhaps several ladies could get together for coffee or
tea and assemble cards for all students in your congregation. And to take this one
step further, each Mission Service Activity page includes a devotion, scripture focus
and short prayer.

But students are not the only ones anticipating a new year – all teachers and school
support staff are too! How could you and other ladies in your church support
teachers and school workers in your area? Try this as an easy start: call the school
closest to your church and ask for the names of all the staff. Then begin a prayer
schedule to include each name over the course of the school year. Your group could
divide up the names; you could meet at designated times to pray together or ask
your pastor to include a name or two each week during corporate prayers and on
the prayer list for the church. Again, there are ideas on the Gospel Outreach tab with
suggestions on supporting teachers in your communities and congregations. Here is
the link: https://www.lwml.org/mission-service-activities.

My prayer for you during this time is that you will reach out to one student or teacher
this year and let them know they are loved. It’s time to go back to school! 

VP of Christian Life 
Kecia Roseman
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V P  o f  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e
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L W M L  C a r o l i n a s  D i s t r i c t
 

2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 8  M i t e  G O A L  $ 8 1 , 0 0 0
 

2 5 %  t o  L W M L  N a t i o n a l  $ 2 0 , 2 5 0
2 0 %  t o  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  E x p e n s e s  $ 1 6 , 2 0 0

5 5 %  t o  G r a n t s  &  O n - g o i n g  P r o j e c t s  $ 4 4 , 5 5 0  
 

M i s s i o n  G r a n t s  2 0 2 6 – 2 0 2 8
O n  g o i n g  P r o j e c t s  *

P r o f e s s i o n a l  C h u r c h  W o r k e r  A s s i s t a n c e  -  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0
C a m p  L i n n  H a v e n  S c h o l a r s h i p  -  $ 3 , 6 0 0

I n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D i s a b i l i t i e s  W e e k  a t  C a m p  L i n n  H a v e n ,  N C
-  $ 5 , 0 0 0

* H a l f  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  i n  2 0 2 7  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  i n  2 0 2 8 .
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

1 .  S h e p h e r d ’ s  H e a r t  M i n i s t r y  –  E x t e n d i n g  O u r  R e a c h  ( $ 5 , 0 0 0 )
2 .  A l l  S a i n t s  C l a s s i c a l  A c a d e m y  –  I n d i a n  L a n d ,  S C  ( $ 5 , 0 0 0 )

3 .  C T S F W  F o o d  &  C l o t h i n g  C o - o p  ( $ 5 , 0 0 0 )
4 .  F o r g e d  b y  F i r e  M i n i s t r i e s  –  M a n d e v i l l e ,  L A  ( $ 5 , 0 0 0 )

5 .  C h r i s t - C e n t e r e d  C o u n s e l i n g  –  C o n c o r d i a  C o u n s e l i n g  C e n t e r  ( $ 5 , 0 0 0 )
6 .  P r i m a r y  L u t h e r a n  S c h o o l  –  A m u d a t ,  U g a n d a  ( $ 9 5 0 )

M i s s i o n  P o s s i b l e  D a y  —

A  d a y  w h e n  w e  c o m e  t o g e t h e r ,  i n  f a i t h  a n d  a c t i o n ,  t o  m a k e  a n  e t e r n a l
i m p a c t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i s s i o n  g r a n t s  w e  s u p p o r t .  M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  f o r
S e p t e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  a n d  j o i n  u s  t o  t r a n s f o r m  l i v e s  a n d  s p r e a d  H i s  l o v e .
T o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e !

L e a r n  m o r e  a t   l w m l . o r g / g i v i n g d a y .    P l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n  t o  t h e  L W M L
C a r o l i n a s  D i s t r i c t  m a r k e d  m i t e s  a n d  s e n t  i t  t o  S o n n i  T h o r n t o n ,  9 1 0  1 2 t h
A v e .  N W ,  H i c k o r y ,  N C  2 8 6 0 1 .  2 5 %  o f  w h a t  y o u  g i v e  t o  L W M L  C a r o l i n a s
D i s t r i c t  g o e s  t o  L W M L  N a t i o n a l  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 7  G r a n t  P r o j e c t s .

V P  o f  M i s s i o n  O u t r e a c h
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Carolinas District Joy Event               
Saturday, November 7, 2026
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 2126 St. John’s Church Road, Conover, NC 28613
 

Registration Form:
 

Please type or clearly print your information.
 

BADGE NAME (Last)__________________________________ (First)____________________________________
 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________ City: ________________________________ 
State: __________________________________________________________________ Zip:____________________
 

Daytime Phone: ________________________________ Email: _________________________________________
Society: _______________________________________ Zone: __________________________________________
 

REGISTRATION and $35.00 payment are to be mailed to Kim Cater, 306 2nd Ave. NE, Conover, NC
28613. Email: lwmlkfcater@gmail.com. Registration Date - Aug 17 thru Oct 1, 2026, Cost: $35.00 per
person. Make checks payable to Carolinas District LWML and earmark it as Joy Event. More Joy Event
information is on the website and on the front page of this issue of the CCC.
 

 Please check the following as it may apply to your needs:
 _____ Food Allergies (Please list them here.) ________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________________
 _____ Mobility concerns that require assistance/adaptation? List details of need.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 

HOTEL Reservations: Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 104 10th ST NW, Conover, NC 28613
Reservations must be made by October 7, 2026. Cost $145.77 inc. tax (2 queen beds). Call the front
desk to book room (828)465-7070. Ask for Joy Event Group Block.
 

GENERAL RELEASE
The undersigned acknowledges and agrees as follows: LWML Carolinas District assumes no, and disclaims
all, liability for my safety and well-being while I am a Participant. In consideration of LWML Carolinas District
permitting me to be a Participant, I (a) acknowledge and agree that LWML Carolinas District cannot and does
not accept any (and expressly disclaims all) responsibility for my safety and well-being; and (b) waive all
claims arising from my volunteering for LWML Carolinas District and participation in LWML Carolinas District-
sponsored or LWML Carolinas District-related activities. 

PHOTO RELEASE
I grant to LWML Carolinas District and its assigns the right and permission to take photographs and audio and
video recordings during my participation, and to retain, publish and distribute, without charge or fee, such
photographs and audio and video recordings. Without limiting the foregoing, I agree that these images and
recordings may be used in publications, including electronic publications and websites, and in audio-visual
presentations, promotional literature, advertising, and in other similar ways.
Initial ____________

REACHING OUT 
TO ALL NATIONS



President 
Mary Ann Boone
6606 Coltrane Mill Rd., Greensboro, NC 27406
(M) 336-451-4291
carolinasdistrictpresident2026@gmail.com
 

Vice-President for Mission Outreach 
(Mite Box)
Paula Daniels
363 Round Top Mt. Rd., Taylorsville, NC 28681
(M) 828-310-1928, (O) 828-632-7336
 lwmlprdaniels@gmail.com

Vice-President Special Focus Ministries/YWR 
Heart to Heart Sisters
Denise Johnson
10 Maple Court, Newton, NC 28658
(M) 828-320-5370
sddsjohnson@gmail.com
 

Vice-President Christian Life 
Kecia Roseman
392 Old Homestead Ln., Hayesville, NC 28904
(M) 828-455-3382
kwr1193@gmail.com

Vice-President Human Care 
Jean Nowlin
4492 Triumph Dr., SW, Concord, NC 28027
(M) 980-298-1208
jeann3087@hotmail.com
 

Recording Secretary 
Kim Cater 
306 2nd Avenue, NE, Conover, NC 28613 
(M) 828-302-6110 (H) 828-464-4519 
lwmlkfcater@gmail.com 
cardisLWMLrecsec@gmail.com
 

Treasurer 
Deborah Moore
44 Hahn Point Dr., Hickory, NC 28601
(M) 828-639-1316 
carolinastreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Financial Secretary 
Sonni Thornton
910 12th Ave., NW, Hickory, NC 28601
(M) 919-749-5881
carolinasfinsec@gmail.com 
 

Sr Pastoral Counselor 
Rev. John Scheuermann
3216 Morris Farm Dr., Jamestown, NC 27282
(M) 775-848-5835
johnscheuermannjr@gmail.com

Jr. Pastoral Counselor
Rev. Eric Hauss
2995 Shell Hollar Rd., Claremont, NC 28610
(H) 828-441-9559 (M) 828-896-5180
erichauss@charter.net

Carolinas District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Officers
 Nominating Committee Chair 

Nancy Nolley
4613 Carolando Dr., Concord, NC 28027
(M) 704-222-6956
ntere312@yahoo.com 

Camp Linn Haven Liaison 
Debbie Roseman 
6925 Rouse Road, Holly Springs, NC 27540
(M) 919-414-0160 
dacroseman@gmail.com
 
Editor, Carolinas Cross Connection
Endowment Fund Comm. Chairman 
Shirley Marquardt 
8668 Grassy Oak Trail, 
N. Charleston, SC 29420 
(M) 712-204-7522
carolinasdist.ccceditor@gmail.com
 
Mission of the Quarter Chairman 
Margaret White 
805 Rooker Dairy Road, Norlina, NC 27563 
(M) 252-430-4353 
mwhite15@embarqmail.com 
 
Parliamentarian 
Barbara Volk 
1654 Druid Hills Ave, 
Hendersonville, NC 28791 
(M) 828-693-5692 
bgv@ioa.com 
 
Public Relations Director 
Janis Mc Daniels 
PO Box 8331, Greensboro, NC 27419
(M) 336-337-1562 
lwmljanis@aol.com 
 
Structure Chairman 
Sophia Wilkerson 
314 Esther Circle, Kannapolis, NC 28083 
(H) 704-933-4377 (M) 980-622-7430 
sophiadw1947@yahoo.com 
 
YWR - 2025-2027
Sarah Graham
131 Cottonwood Dr., 
Summerville, SC 29485
(M) 843-329-3933
graham.sarah95@gmail.com
 
Nicole Willsea
303 Mayfield St., Summerville, SC 29485
(M) 843-300-9141
nwillsea535@gmail.com

2028 Convention Chairman
TBD

 

 

Web Servant 
TBD

Archivist
TBD

Catawba Zone President
Kim Cater 
306 2nd Avenue, NE, Conover, NC 28613 
(M) 828-302-6110 (H) 828-464-4519 
lwmlkfcater@gmail.com 
Catawbapresidentcd@gmail.com
 
Central Zone President 
Lenora Campbell
2601 Kings Mill Road, Greensboro 27407
(336) 402-8872
lenorarcampbell@gmail.com
 
Eastern Zone President 
Gay Van Etten
10331 Crestgate Terrace Apt 102, 
Raleigh, NC 27617
(M) 551-319-0280
Easternpresidentcd@gmail.com
glvanetten44@gmail.com
 
Foothills Zone President
Deborah Moore
44 Hahn Point Dr., Hickory, NC 28601
(M) 828-639-1316 
spyderlady257@gmail.com 
FoothillsPresidentcd@gmail.com
 
Metrolina Zone President 
Sara Hanson
6821 Babbling Brook Ln, 
Concord, NC 28025
(H) 704-787-9884 (M) 973-919-3235
metrolinapresidentcd@gmail.com
 
Southern Zone President 
Kathleen Dinges
101 Falcon Drive
Summerville, SC 29420
(M) 707-533-3534
kfdinges@hotmail.com
 
Western Zone President 
Betty Rytter
247 Harmony Rd, 
Ware Shoals, SC 29692
(H) 864-861-2236
lizrytter@gmail.com
 

12

mailto:carolinasdistrictpresident2026@gmail.com
mailto:lenorarcampbell@gmail.com

	CAROLINAS CROSS CONNECTION
	August 2026
	Vol 81        Issue 3
	Upcoming Events

	REACHING OUT TO ALL NATIONS
	Carolinas District Joy Event  St. John’s Lutheran Church  2126 St. John’s Church Road  Conover, NC 28613
	Date: Saturday, November 7, 2026  Time: 9 am till 3 pm  Event Check In: 8-8:50 am
	Your day will consist of bible study, speakers, servant projects, food and fellowship with your sisters in Purple hosted by the Catawba Zone.
	Registration Dates
	Aug 17 thru Oct 1, 2026
	Cost: $35.00 per person
	Mail Registration Form to:  Kim Cater  306 2nd Ave. NE  Conover, NC 28613
	Hotel Information Holiday Inn Express & Suites 104 10th ST NW Conover, NC 28613 Reservations must be made by  October 7, 2026
	Cost $145.77 inc. tax (2 queen beds) Call front desk to book room  (828)465-7070 Ask for Joy Event Group Block




	President’s Message
	Pensive Thoughts from President Mary Ann
	President’s Message continued-
	LWML Sunday Mark your calendars, because LWML Sunday is the first Sunday in October, October 4th. Traditionally celebrated the first Sunday in October, Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday can be celebrated any time.
	This year’s theme continues a four-year cycle focusing on the LWML Mission Statement. As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others. For Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday 2026, we focus on Supporting Missions. This theme is based on the texts: Ecclesiastes 3:9–15, Galatians 2:1–10, and Mark 10:35–45.


	42ND BIENNIAL CONVENTION Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  July 8–11, 2027
	November Newsletter Deadline Deadline: Oct. 15, 2026 Delivery Method:  Distribute at Joy Event & email. Need information from: President,  Vice-Presidents, Zones & Societies,  2027 Joy Event information, Sr. Pastoral Counselor, Mission of the Qtr.
	Shirley Marquardt, Editor CCC email: carolinasdist.ccceditor@gmail.com
	Please use the QR Code to  subscribe to receive the Carolinas Cross Connection via electronic mail.
	Mission of the Quarter Involved in Mission Outreach in 2027?
	We continue to pray for our MOQ projects. Thank you for supporting these mission activities as we seek to be Jesus’ hands and feet to those in need of His love and care!
	Margaret White, Mission of the Quarter Chairman


	Southern Zone
	Southern Zone continued
	Southern Zone continued
	Faithful Foundations (LWML)- Faith Lutheran Church, Beaufort, SC  held it’s first LWML meeting on Saturday, July 11th. A small but mighty group was in attendance. Special guests were Kathleen Dinges, Southern Zone President and Shirley Marquardt, Editor of the Carolinas Cross Connection newsletter. Meeting was opened by Jeannette Jones and Bible Study titled Prayer Passport, Where in the World is God Working? led by Britney Steckley. Discussion was held about future events, mites, and district activities.


	LWML Gift Planning
	Webpage
	www.lwmlcarolinas.org

	VP of Christian Life
	VP of Christian Life  Kecia Roseman
	VP of Mission Outreach
	Mission Possible Day —

	LWML Carolinas District
	2026-2028 Mite GOAL $81,000
	25% to LWML National $20,250 20% to Administrative Expenses $16,200 55% to Grants & On-going Projects $44,550
	REACHING OUT  TO ALL NATIONS

	Carolinas District Joy Event                Saturday, November 7, 2026
	St. John’s Lutheran Church, 2126 St. John’s Church Road, Conover, NC 28613
	Registration Form:
	Please type or clearly print your information.
	BADGE NAME (Last)__________________________________ (First)____________________________________
	Mailing Address: __________________________________________ City: ________________________________  State: __________________________________________________________________ Zip:____________________
	Daytime Phone: ________________________________ Email: _________________________________________ Society: _______________________________________ Zone: __________________________________________
	REGISTRATION and $35.00 payment are to be mailed to Kim Cater, 306 2nd Ave. NE, Conover, NC 28613. Email: lwmlkfcater@gmail.com. Registration Date - Aug 17 thru Oct 1, 2026, Cost: $35.00 per person. Make checks payable to Carolinas District LWML and earmark it as Joy Event. More Joy Event information is on the website and on the front page of this issue of the CCC.
	Please check the following as it may apply to your needs:  _____ Food Allergies (Please list them here.) ________________________________________________  _________________________________________________________________________________________  _____ Mobility concerns that require assistance/adaptation? List details of need. _________________________________________________________________________________________
	HOTEL Reservations: Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 104 10th ST NW, Conover, NC 28613 Reservations must be made by October 7, 2026. Cost $145.77 inc. tax (2 queen beds). Call the front desk to book room (828)465-7070. Ask for Joy Event Group Block.


	Carolinas District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Officers

