
January 22, 2023 



To reach the on-call pastor: call 614-885-5355, press 1, 

and leave a message. Your call will be returned. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 (Kevin on call)  

8:00 AM Religious Studies (Zoom) 

8:00 AM       Worship, Dr. Tom Rice (Chapel) 

8:50 AM       Youth Worship Team in service   

8:55 AM       Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

9:00 AM       Confirmation (Youth Room) 

9:00 AM       Adult Education (Rm 222 + Zoom) 

9:00 AM       Membership Seminar (Chapel) 

9:00 AM Young Families Committee (Living Rm) 

9:45 AM       Nursery Care for Babies-Age 3 (Nursery) 

10:00 AM Worship, Dr. Tom Rice (Sanctuary + 

Livestream) 

10:15 AM     Children's Sunday School (Various Rooms) 

11:00 AM Fellowship (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM     NNEMAP Food Pantry Repackaging 

 (Hazelton Hall) 

11:15 AM     Montana De Luz Info Session (Rm 222) 

11:15 AM Choir Officers Meeting (Rm 124) 

5:00 PM       HS & MS Youth Group 

5:30 PM       Special Session Meeting (Zoom) 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 23 (Tom on call) 
 

12:00 PM     Facing Loss Caregiver Lunch(off-site) 

12:15 PM Devotional Teleconference (240-591-0333; 

access 783190#) 

2:30 PM       PWU Coordinating Team(Rm 111) 

6:00 PM       Boy/Girls Scouts #268 & #752 Meeting 

 (Rms 112.113, and Youth Room) 

6:30 PM       Children's Committee Meeting  

 (Living Rm) 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24 (Betsy on call) 

9:00 AM      Parents of Preschoolers Group (Nursery) 

1:00 PM      Circle of Grace(Kitchen) 

6:30 PM      Tech Meeting (Zoom) 

7:00 PM      Central Ohio Grotto (Hazelton Hall) 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25 (Betsy On Call)               

12:15 PM    Devotional Teleconference  

1:00 PM      Columbarium Board Meeting(Rm 222) 

6:30 PM      Celebration Ringers (Sanctuary) 

8:00 PM      AA Open Meeting (Hazelton Hall) 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26 (Kevin on call) 

5:00 PM       Choir Plus (Various Rooms) 

5:00 PM       Choir Plus Little Trebles(Rm 224) 

5:30 PM       Lepley / Lewis Wedding Rehearsal 

  (Sanctuary) 

7:00 PM       Chancel Choir (Sanctuary & Choir Rm) 

                                  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 (Kevin on call) 

9:00 AM       Living Hope Circle (Hazelton Hall) 

12:15 PM  Devotional Teleconference (240-591-

0333; access 783190#) 

3:00 PM       Lepley/Lewis Wedding(Sanctuary) 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 (Betsy on call) 

12:00 PM     Voice Lessons, Sharon Stohrer (Chapel) 

4:00 PM       Parent Meetup 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 (Kevin on call)  

8:00 AM Religious Studies (Zoom) 

8:00 AM       Worship, Dr. Piermont (Chapel) 

8:55 AM       Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

9:00 AM       Confirmation (Youth Room) 

9:00 AM       Adult Education (Rm 222+Zoom) 

9:45 AM       Nursery Care for Babies-Age 3 (Nursery) 

10:00 AM Worship, Dr. Piermont (Sanctuary 

+Livestream) 

10:15 AM     Children's Sunday School (Various Rooms) 

11:00 AM Fellowship (Hazelton Hall) 

11:30 AM     Vision Summit Lunch (Hazelton Hall) 

12:00 PM     Vision Summit (Hazelton Hall) 

5:30 PM       HS Small Group (Off-site) 

 

 

 

                                                                   

 
 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont – Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Tom Rice – Pastor for Discipleship 

Rev. Betsy Rice – Pastor for Member Ministries 

Rev. Kevin Horrigan – Parish Associate for Visitation 

Nicholas Robison – Director for Youth Ministries 

Shine Wu Robison – Youth Worship Leader 

Dr. David Rives – Director of Music 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby – Organist 

Melissa Robol – Chapel Pianist 

Russ Nagy – New Connections Music Leader 

Doug Fell – Executive Administrator 
 

773 HIGH STREET, WORTHINGTON, OH 43085-4140  TEL: 614-885-5355    
 



* Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

GATHERING MUSIC “When Morning Gilds the Skies” Jos.Birnby, arr. Lloyd Larson 

Melissa Robol, pianist 
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

WELCOME AND OPENING SENTENCES Rev. Dr. Tom Rice 
 

 

 

 

* HYMN #839 “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine”  ASSURANCE 
 

 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
  

UNISON PRAYER  
Merciful God, we turn to you. For too long we have been hiding in the shadows, reluctant 

to express our faith. For too long we have shunned the light, afraid of what might be 

exposed. For too long we have avoided people with whom we differ, refusing to build 

bridges across those differences. Save us from ourselves, Gracious God. Help us 

experience the abundant life you intend for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 
 

 

 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

 

 

 

 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 16:1-13  
 

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She had an Egyptian slave whose name 

was Hagar, and Sarai said to Abram, “You see that the Lord has prevented me from 

bearing children; go in to my slave; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And 

Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of 

Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her slave, and gave her to her 

husband Abram as a wife. He went in to Hagar, and she conceived, and when she saw 

that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. Then Sarai said to 

Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my slave to your embrace, and 

when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May 

the Lord judge between you and me!” But Abram said to Sarai, “Your slave is in your 

power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she ran away 

from her. 
 



The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the 

way to Shur. And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from and where 

are you going?” She said, “I am running away from my mistress Sarai.” The angel of 

the Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit to her.” The angel of 

the Lord also said to her, “I will so greatly multiply your offspring that they cannot be 

counted for multitude.” And the angel of the Lord said to her,  
 

“Now you have conceived and shall bear a son; you shall call him Ishmael, for 

the Lord has given heed to your affliction. He shall be a wild ass of a man, with his hand 

against everyone, and everyone’s hand against him, and he shall live at odds with all 

his kin.” 

 

So she named the Lord who spoke to her, “You are El-roi,” for she said, “Have I really 

seen God and remained alive after seeing him?” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON “The God Who Sees” Dr. Rice   

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE “Jesus, Light of Joy” John Goss 
 

(#673 in our hymnal, Christian hymn from the third century) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 SHARING OF PRAYER REQUESTS AND BLESSINGS 

 THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

* HYMN #450 “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE 
 

 

 
 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

 

POSTLUDE “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” Ludwig Van Beethoven, arr. 

John Helgen 
 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship.  
If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you.  

 
 
 

 
 

 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 

 
 

 



TODAY 
 

 

ADULT EDUCATION: BRAINSTORMING FOR I KNOW I 
CAN at 9am in Room 222 and Zoom  
Our class will be a follow up to last 
Sunday's class. We'll be looking at 
ways we can participate in the WPC 
Grant Program with I Know I Can for 

the year ahead and talking about how 
we can use our gifts to make the most out of this 
opportunity to bless children and youth in central Ohio.  
 
Come to an info session about a SUMMER MISSION 
TRIP TO MONTAÑA DE LUZ today at 11:15am in Room 
222. Contact Doug Haddix doug.haddix@gmail.com 
with questions. 
 
NNEMAP… NEED FOR VOLUNTEERS, FOOD, AND 
PERSONAL ITEMS - The congregational breakdown of 
supplies for NNEMAP takes place today after 10am 
worship in Hazelton Hall. We urgently need sugar, coffee 
and salt. Additional pantry needs include personal care 
products (eg. laundry detergent tablets, adult diapers, 
razors, toothpaste, etc.), baby items, including diapers 
and wipes, pet food, and non-perishable food. Please 
deposit any contributions into the wooden NNEMAP bin 
in Hazelton Hall. Questions or comments? Contact Lisa 
Abrams at Abrams.34@osu.edu or 614-406-1297. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

MINISTRY VISION SUMMIT: SUNDAY JAN 29, 12-3pm: 
What is God calling us to be and do at this particular 
time and place? How has our culture changed? What 
needs seem most pressing? What talents has God 
blessed us with? Come join our Session-sponsored 
Vision Summit as we build clarity and consensus for our 
future through a fun, positive process led by the 
consultants we have been working with this year. We will 
come out of this process with three documents 
pertaining to our congregation’s future, including:  

 

• A Mission Statement  

• Our Core Values  

• Three-Year Goals with One-Year Benchmarks  
 

Everyone is welcome. Lunch will be provided at 11:30am 
before our meeting at noon. Please check your email for 
a sign up genius link to let us know you’ll be coming so 
we can plan for childcare and lunch. Come help us set 
forth a vision for our church. For more information, 
please contact Nicholas Robison at 
nrobison@wpcnow.org. 
 

FACING LOSS a support ministry for dedicated 
caregivers and those experiencing loss will meet for 
lunch at La Chatelaine Worthington in the back room at 
noon on Jan 23. 
 

CIRCLE OF GRACE, a service projects circle, will be 
baking cookies for the homeless Jan 24 at 1pm. All are 
welcome to join. 
 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

WHY? WHERE IS GOD WHEN TRAGEDY AND 
SUFFERING STRIKE? If God is all powerful, and if each 
one of us is a beloved child of God, then how can God 
allow tragedy and suffering to mar his creation? This 4-
week series will use a book and video presentation by 
pastor and author Adam Hamilton. The class starts Jan 
29 at 9am in Room 222 and Zoom. Books are available 
in the church office. 
 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
 

CALLING ALL YOUTH GRADES 6 – 12 TO JOIN THE 
YOUTH WORSHIP TEAM!  Whether you are an advanced 
musician or just beginning, we have mentors to help 
guide and teach you the entire process!  Options include 
piano/keyboard, cajon, bass/electric/acoustic guitar, 
and singing.  You don’t have to know an instrument to 
join, and you can join at any time!  We meet from August 
through May.  Practices are typically two Sundays 4-5pm 
each month leading up to one morning service 
appearance and occasional special services like 
Christmas Eve and Ash Wednesday.  This is a great 
opportunity to invest your children in the church and 
serve.  Please contact Shine Robison 
at srobison@wpcnow.org for more information. 
 
PARENTS OF PRESCHOOLERS: Join Dr. Yvonne 
Gustafson and other parents in the nursery on Tuesday, 
Jan 24 at 9am to share tips, challenges, and successes 
to build your confidence with like-minded peers. 
 
YOUTH WINTER RETREAT: Feb 3-5 at the Kirkmont 
Center & Mad River Mountain 

Our Youth Winter Retreat returns this year with a weekend 
of fun games and winter activities, opportunities to ski, 
snowboard, or go tubing. All middle school and high 
school youth are invited! Youth will also create a worship 
service for each other on Sunday. Contact Nicholas 
Robison at nrobison@wpcnow.org to register. 
 
"Let the children come to me," Matthew 19:14. Looking 
for an opportunity to dive deeper into our church family? 
Why not start by getting to know our youngest 
members?! OUR NURSERY IS LOOKING FOR MORE 
VOLUNTEERS to keep an eye on our youngest disciples 
(infants-4 year olds) during the 10am service. If you are 
interested in signing up, please contact Ellen Payne at 
eshortpayne@gmail.com or (440) 822-6366. Volunteers 
should be at least high school age and will be required to 
have a background check completed.  
 



* Please rise in body or spirit. 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 
    

The Friendship Pad is located in the pew at the center aisle. 
Please sign and pass it to your neighbor.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC ASSURANCE Matthew H. Corl 
 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby, organist 

The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  
 

 

 

 

* HYMN #839 “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine”  ASSURANCE 
 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
  

UNISON PRAYER  
Merciful God, we turn to you. For too long we have been hiding in the shadows, reluctant 

to express our faith. For too long we have shunned the light, afraid of what might be 

exposed. For too long we have avoided people with whom we differ, refusing to build 

bridges across those differences. Save us from ourselves, Gracious God. Help us 

experience the abundant life you intend for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 
 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “The Kyrie”  
 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

 

 

 

 

 

GLORIA (from Hymn #126; Sung twice) WONDERFUL CHILD 
 

Jesus, Jesus, O what a wonderful child.  
Jesus, Jesus, so holy meek and mild; 

New life, new hope, new joy he brings. 
Listen to the angels sing: "Glory, glory, glory!" Let the heavens ring. 

 

(African American; alt.) 

 

ANTHEM “Fruit of the Spirit” Glen Foster  
 

THE CAROL CHOIR 



ANTHEM “Grow” Dan Warlow 
                        

THE CHERUB CHOIR 

                           Kevin Fancher, director 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES  Pastor Betsy 
 

After the Children’s Message, children ages 3 years through 7th grade will be 
dismissed to their classrooms for a Sunday School lesson. Following the postlude, 
please pick up your child in his/her classroom. Preschool (age 3 and 4): Room 113; 
Kindergarten and 1st grade: Room 112; 2nd and 3rd grade: Room 111; 4th and 5th grade: 
Room 222; 6th and 7th grade: Youth Room 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION John Beck 
 

 

 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 16:1-6  
 

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She had an Egyptian slave whose name 

was Hagar, and Sarai said to Abram, “You see that the Lord has prevented me from 

bearing children; go in to my slave; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And 

Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of 

Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her slave, and gave her to her 

husband Abram as a wife. He went in to Hagar, and she conceived, and when she saw 

that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. Then Sarai said to 

Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my slave to your embrace, and 

when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May 

the Lord judge between you and me!” But Abram said to Sarai, “Your slave is in your 

power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she ran away 

from her. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM “Keep God’s Light”  Mark Patterson 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR 

Deanna Olson, Percussion 
 

Keep God’s light before you; keep God’s truth beside you; Keep God’s hope to guide you 
everywhere you go. Keep God’s peace within you; feel God’s strength defend you; let 
God’s love begin to fill your thirsty soul. Hold on in time of sorrow; hold on through 
days of despair; even in the darkest valley God will always be there. Look now to days 
of gladness’ God’s light still shines the way never fading, never failing, teaching us as 
we pray. 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 16:7-13 Rev. Dr. Tom Rice 
 

The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the 

way to Shur. And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from and where 

are you going?” She said, “I am running away from my mistress Sarai.” The angel of 

the Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit to her.” The angel of 

the Lord also said to her, “I will so greatly multiply your offspring that they cannot be 

counted for multitude.” And the angel of the Lord said to her,  
 

“Now you have conceived and shall bear a son; you shall call him Ishmael, for 

the Lord has given heed to your affliction. He shall be a wild ass of a man, with his hand 

against everyone, and everyone’s hand against him, and he shall live at odds with all 

his kin.” 



So she named the Lord who spoke to her, “You are El-roi,” for she said, “Have I really 

seen God and remained alive after seeing him?” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “The God Who Sees” Dr. Rice   

 

* HYMN #749 “Come! Live in the Light!” WE ARE CALLED 
 

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Betsy Rice 

 SHARING OF PRAYER REQUESTS AND BLESSINGS 

 THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

 (Online giving is available anytime via our account with EasyTithe: 
text your offering dollar amount to 614-808-8580 or go to www.easytithe.com/wpcgive.)  

 

OFFERTORY SLANE  arr. Dale Wood 

* HYMN #450 “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE 
 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

 

POSTLUDE SLANE arr. Charles W. Ore 
 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. If you are 
unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you.  

 
During coffee hour, we will have a Montaña de Luz mission trip info meeting in Room 222. 

 
 

 
 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Ushers: Team A – Dan Foley and Greg Russell, Captains   

 Carillon: Linda Ranck  Audio: Andrew DeWeese   

Video/Livestream: Emerson Greuling, Russ Nagy, Bill Yost 

 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
 

To donate flowers, please contact Jen Edse at jedse@wpcnow.org or 614-885-5355 
 
 

http://www.easytithe.com/wpcgive



