
 

 
 

March 5, 2023 



* Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

GATHERING MUSIC “When Jesus Wept” William Billings, arr. 

Robin Nixon 
 

Melissa Sengstack Robol, pianist 
 

The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 
 

WELCOME AND OPENING SENTENCES Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 
 

 

 

* HYMN #443 “There Is a Redeemer” GREEN 
 

 

 

 

 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

 

UNISON PRAYER  
 

Gracious God, you call us to go, following the plan that you have set out for us. You 

promise us blessings and purpose, but we do not trust your words. We cling to what we 

already know, we trust in what we can see and touch, we make excuses for our failure 

to trust in you. Forgive us, we pray, for these and all our sins.  Call to us again, that we 

may be born again through your Spirit.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

 

 

 

 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Dr. Piermont 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING John 3:1-17  
 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, 

for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” Jesus answered 

him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 

one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 

Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not 

be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where 

it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, 



“How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet 

you do not understand these things? 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet 

you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 

believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended 

into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 

whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that 

the world might be saved through him. 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON "Nic at Night" Dr. Piermont   

MUSICAL INTERLUDE #175 “Seek Ye First” Karen Lafferty 
 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Dr. Piermont  
 

All who put their trust in Christ are welcome to receive communion. Please remain 
seated to be served communion in your row. Gluten-free bread is in the center of the 
plate. Grape juice is red, and wine is white. 

INVITATION 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

 

 

* HYMN #463 “How Firm a Foundation” FOUNDATION 
 

 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Lenten Meditation Lloyd Larson  
 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. 
If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TODAY  
 

 

To reach the on-call pastor: call 614-885-5355, press 1, and leave 
a message. Your call will be returned. 
 

SUNDAY, March 5: 2nd SUNDAY IN LENT  
8:00am     Religious Studies (Zoom) 
8:00am     Worship & Communion (Chapel) 
8:55am     Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
9:00am     Adult Ed: Lent Bible Study (Rm 222+Zoom) 
9:00am     Confirmation (Youth Room) 
9:45am     Nursery Care for Babies-Age 3 (Nursery) 
10:00am   Worship & Communion (Sanctuary + 
Livestream) 
10:15am   Sunday School (Various rooms) 
11:00am   Fellowship (Hazelton Hall) 
5:00pm     HS Small Group (Off-site) 
 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY: "Illuminating Lent" continues at 
9am in Room 222 and Zoom. Pastor and author Donald 
McKim has prepared a 6-week series that examines a part 
of the Lord's Prayer and what that means for us in 
practical ways. The class is also offered Wednesdays at 
noon on Zoom and 7pm in the Youth Room. Books are 
available in the office.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR JESUS IN HONDURAS - WPC is 
organizing an immersion trip this summer to Montaña de 
Luz, a nonprofit organization that empowers children and 
families affected by HIV/AIDS. The group is limited to 14 
people, so act now to reserve your spot. 
wpcnow.org/montana-de-luz 
 
THE HISTORY OF WOMEN IN THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH: Tuesday, March 14 at 1pm in the Hazelton Hall 

Dr. Tom Rice will share the story of Margaret Towner, the 
first woman ordained as a pastor in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). Come learn about pioneering women in the 
church and the challenges they overcame. A heritage we 
don’t celebrate enough! 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPERS - They say it "takes a village" 
to live out our baptismal vows and nurture our youngest 
disciples as they grow in faith. If you or anyone you know 
would like to help with Sunday School (even just trying it 
once), please contact Pastor Tom Rice or watch our 
eblasts for links to sign up. The Thursday before Sunday 
worship you will receive an excellent curriculum with 
resources and an easy-to-follow lesson plan. Thank you! 
 
SENIOR SOCIALS: Got an idea for a group activity? Know 
something that would be a lot more fun with friends? 
Collect your thoughts and share them in a brainstorming 
session on Sunday, March 26 in Hazelton Hall. 
 
WE CAN THINK OF 100 GOOD REASONS FOR YOU TO 
BECOME A STEPHEN MINISTER. (And one of them might 
be sitting next to you right now.) You can’t always tell 
when somebody is struggling. In our congregation, there 
are people going through a tough time right now, and they 
just need someone to talk to. That’s the role of our 
Stephen Ministers. To listen. To support. To be a friend, 

until the path ahead gets a little easier. Do you think you 
could be that person for someone who needs a little help? 
Contact Betsy Rice at brice@wpcnow.org or (248) 206-
5805 and find out how you could make a difference by 
becoming a Stephen Minister. Or join our Stephen 
Ministers after the 8am or 10am worship services on 
March 19, for an informal information session.  
 
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS COMMITTEE SEEKS 
VOLUNTEERS - The Community Connections Committee 
is looking for committee members and volunteers! This 
group helps with community events, including the staffing 
& setup of the “Lemonade Brigade” for the Sunday 
Concert Series on the Village Green as well as other 
community events. We would love to have you involved, 
and this is a great way to volunteer with the church and 
have some community fun as well! Community 
Connections meets via Zoom the last Tuesday of the 
month at 8am. Be on the lookout for our signup genius for 
the 2023 Sunday Concert series. To become involved with 
the committee, please contact Natalie Moore 
at namoore9994@yahoo.com 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SAVE THE DATES: 

Sunday, April 2: Palm Sunday Worship at 8am and 10am 

Thursday, April 6: Maundy Thursday Communion at 7pm 

Friday, April 7: Good Friday Community Service at 12pm 

Shadows of the Passion Tenebrae Service at 7pm 

Sunday, April 9: Easter Sunrise Communion at 7am 

Festival Services at 8am, 9:30am, and 11:15am  

 

 
EASTER LILY CROSS 
On Easter Sunday, April 9, we will 
display our traditional Easter Lily Cross. 
The Ministry of Worship and the Arts 
will accept your honoraria and 
memorials, which will be used towards 
the cost of the lilies and other seasonal 
floral expenses. If you would like to 
honor a loved one, please make a contribution of $20, 
complete this form, and drop your request in the offering 
basket or church office. Deadline is March 26. 
 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 
 
In Memory of: 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of: 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Donor: 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Donor’s Phone: 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 



* Please rise in body or spirit. 

WELCOME Rev. Betsy Rice 
    

The Friendship Pad is located in the pew at the center aisle. 
Please sign and pass it to your neighbor.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC “Foundation: Allegro Joyeux” Janet Linker 
 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby, organist  
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* HYMN #366 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” HYFRYDOL 
 

 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

 

UNISON PRAYER  
 

Gracious God, you call us to go, following the plan that you have set out for us. You 

promise us blessings and purpose, but we do not trust your words. We cling to what we 

already know, we trust in what we can see and touch, we make excuses for our failure 

to trust in you. Forgive us, we pray, for these and all our sins.  Call to us again, that we 

may be born again through your Spirit.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “The Kyrie” SINGAPURA 

 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

GLORIA  GLORIA (Mass of Creation) 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES  Rev. Kev 
 

After the Children’s Message, children ages 4 years through 3rd grade will be dismissed 
to their classrooms for a Sunday School lesson.  Following the postlude, please pick up 
your child in his/her classroom. Classroom locations: 4’s and K: Room 113; 1st and 2nd 
grade: Room 112; 3rd grade – Room 222; 4th - 7th grade – Worship with your family and 
receive Communion 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Susan Boisvert 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING John 3:1-10  
 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, 

for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” Jesus answered 

him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 

one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 

Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not 

be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where 

it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, 

“How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet 

you do not understand these things? 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 

ANTHEM “Oh, Love, How Deep”   Thomas Keesecker 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR 

David Rives, Director of Music 
 

Oh, love, how deep, how broad, how high, beyond all thought and fantasy, that God, the 
Son of God should take our mortal form for mortals’ sake! God sent no angel to our race, 
not of a low or higher place, but wore the robe of human frame, in Christ our Lord to 
this world came. For us baptized, for us he bore his holy fast and hungered sore; for us 
temptation sharp he knew; for us the tempter overthrew. For us he prayed; for us he 
taught; for us his daily works he wrought, by words and signs and actions thus still 
seeking not himself but us. For us by wickedness betrayed, for us, in crown of thorns 
arrayed, he bore the shameful cross and death; for us he gave his dying breath. For us 
he rose from death again, for us he went on high to reign; for us he sent his Spirit here 
to guide, to strengthen and to cheer. All glory to our Lord and God for love so deep, so 
high, so broad; the Trinity whom we adore forever and forevermore. Amen. 



.  
 

SECOND READING John 3:11-17 Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet 

you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 

believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended 

into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 

whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that 

the world might be saved through him. 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON "Nic at Night" Dr. Piermont   

* HYMN #443 “There Is a Redeemer” CLOSER WALK 

 

 

DEDICATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS Dr. Rice 
  

(Online giving is available anytime via our account with EasyTithe: 
text your offering dollar amount to 614-808-8580 or go to www.easytithe.com/wpcgive.)  

OFFERTORY “Rhosymedre” arr. Don Busarow 
 

David Scott, baritone 
 

(Our Offertories during Lent are arrangements of the hymn tune Rhosymedre, composed in 
the 1830s by Anglican clergyman John David Edwards, who later served a parish in the Welsh 

village of that name until his death in 1885.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Rev. Horrigan and Dr. Rice 
 

All who put their trust in Christ are welcome to receive communion. Please remain 
seated to be served communion in your row. Gluten-free bread is in the center of the 
plate. Grape juice is red, and wine is white. 

 

INVITATION 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.easytithe.com/wpcgive


* HYMN #463 “How Firm a Foundation” FOUNDATION 
 

 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

* BENEDICTION RESPONSE #698 “Take, O Take Me as I Am” TAKE ME AS I AM 
 

(Sing twice) 
 

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 
Set your seal upon my heart and live in me 

 

POSTLUDE “Foundation: Trumpet Tune”  Janet Linker 
 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. 
If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Ushers: Team B - Peggy Foster, Paul Wilcox, Captains 

Carillon: Sue Rapier   Audio: Andrew DeWeese   

Video/Livestream: Emerson Greuling, Bill Yost, Russ Nagy 
 

 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

 

The flowers on the chancel are given to the glory of God 
 by Scot & Kathryn Hindall in honor of their 26th wedding anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont – Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Tom Rice – Pastor for Discipleship 

Rev. Betsy Rice – Pastor for Member Ministries 

Rev. Kevin Horrigan – Parish Associate for Visitation 

Nicholas Robison – Director for Youth Ministries 

Dr. David Rives – Director of Music 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby – Organist 

Melissa Robol – Chapel Pianist 

Robert Dent – Food Service Coordinator & Custodian 

Bryon Irvin – Sunday Custodian 

Tiffany Ramos – Nursery Caregiver 

 

A complete staff directory may be found at wpcnow.org 

 

773 HIGH STREET, WORTHINGTON, OH 43085-4140  TEL: 614-885-5355 

 




