
January 1, 2023 



* Please rise in body or spirit. 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 
   

The Friendship Pad is located in the pew at the center aisle. 
Please sign and pass it to your neighbor.  

 

 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN 

MUSIC 

PUER NOBIS NASCITUR arr. Dale Wood 

 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby, organist 
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst.  

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 103:1 Nicholas Robison 
 

 

One: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

   and all that is within me,  

   bless God’s holy name. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

* HYMN #134 “Joy to the World” ANTIOCH 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
Let earth receive her king; 

let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 



 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

(Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.) 
 

 

 

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 103:2-5  
 

 

One:  Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

   and do not forget all God’s benefits— 

All:  who forgives all your iniquity, 

   who heals all your diseases, 

One:  who redeems your life from the Pit, 

   who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

All:  who satisfies you with good as long as you live 

   so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 

REFLECTION The Blessings of the Past Year  

 

SOLO “Christmas Pastorale”  
Martha Duersten, soprano 

Joan Pinkston; arr. Deborah 

Governor  
                     

Like a lamb, so meek and mild, softly sleeps the holy Child, lying on a manger bed 
where ox and sheep have fed. Lamb of God, so pure art Thou; at Thy humble throne I 
bow. With the angel choirs I sing, “Gloria!” to the newborn King! With a shepherd’s 
tender care Mary cradles heaven’s heir; in a stable filled with hay Christ the Savior is 
born today. God’s own Lamb, by heaven adored, shepherds own Thee as their Lord; 
gifts of tribute have they none but their hearts for God’s own Son.  

 

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 103:8-12  
 

 

One: The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

     slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

All:  He will not always accuse, 

    nor will he keep his anger forever. 

One: He does not deal with us according to our sins 

     nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

All:  For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

        so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

  as far as the east is from the west, 

    so far he removes our transgressions from us. 

One: As a father has compassion for his children, 

    so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 

All:  For he knows how we were made; 

       he remembers that we are dust. 
 

 

MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES 

 

    God’s Love Is Deep and Wide  



 
 

* HYMN #152 “What Star Is This with Beams So Bright” PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
 

What star is this, with beams so bright,  
more lovely than the noonday light? 

’Tis sent to announce a newborn king, 
glad tidings of our God to bring. 

 

’Tis now fulfilled what God decreed, 
“From Jacob shall a star proceed"; 

and lo! the eastern sages stand 
to read in heaven the Lord’s command. 

 
 While outward signs the star displays, 

an inward light the Lord conveys 
and urges them, with tender might, 

to seek the giver of the light. 
 

 O Jesus, while the star of grace 
impels us on to seek your face, 

let not our slothful hearts refuse 
the guidance of your light to use. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 103:15-18  
 

One: As for mortals, their days are like grass; 

    they flourish like a flower of the field; 

All:  for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 

   and its place knows it no more. 

One: But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 

    on those who fear him, 

    and his righteousness to children’s children, 

All:  to those who keep his covenant 

   and remember to do his commandments. 

 

REFLECTION A Covenant for the New Year  
 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND 

OFFERINGS 

 

 (Online giving is available anytime via our account with EasyTithe: 
text your offering dollar amount to 614-808-8580 or go to www.easytithe.com/wpcgive.)  

 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY “Go Tell It on the Mountain” arr. James Biery 

 

 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

All who put their trust in Christ are welcome to receive communion. Please come 
forward by the center aisle and return to your seat by the side aisle. You may return 

to your seat with the communion elements.  Those unable to come forward may 
receive communion at their seats.  Gluten-free bread is in the center of the plate. 

Grape juice is red, and wine is white. 

INVITATION 

http://www.easytithe.com/wpcgive


GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

* HYMN FOR THE NEW YEAR #687 “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” Auld Lang Syne 
 

Russ Nagy, piano 

 

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 

 

Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same. 

 

 Time, like an ever rolling stream, bears all our years away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 

 

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home. 

 
 

 

 

* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION Psalm 103:20-22  
 

One: Bless the LORD, O you his angels, 

      you mighty ones who do his bidding, 

      obedient to his spoken word. 

All: Bless the LORD, all his hosts, 

     his ministers who do his will. 

One: Bless the LORD, all his works, 

      in all places of his dominion. 

All: Bless the LORD, O my soul. 
 

POSTLUDE PUER NOBIS NASCITUR   arr. Franklin D. Ashdown 
 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to 
our worship.If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. Please join us 

downstairs in Hazelton Hall for fellowship and refreshments.  

 

 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Ushers: Team C – Sue Funk, John Smith, Captains 

 Carillon: Debb Wilson  Audio: Russ Nagy   

Video/Livestream: Emerson Greuling, Bill Yost 
 

Our worship service today is adapted from one created by the Rev. Kenneth Baker, 

published in Reformed Worship, Issue 41 (September 1996). 

 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 
 

 
 
 



 

CALENDAR 
 

To reach the on-call pastor: call 614-885-5355, press 1, 
and leave a message. Your call will be returned. 

 
SUNDAY, JAN 1 New Year’s Day (Dr. Piermont on call)  
10AM  Worship & Communion- Dr. Piermont 
  (Sanctuary) 
11AM   Fellowship (Hazelton Hall) 

 

MONDAY, JAN 2 Church Closed  
    (Dr. Bob Gustafson on call) 

12:15 PM   Daily Devotional Teleconference  
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 (Betsy on call) 
6:00 PM     Tech Meeting (Zoom) 
7:00 PM     Prayer Shawl (Living Room) 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4 (Betsy On Call)               
12:15PM     Daily Devotional Teleconference  
6:30 PM      Celebration Ringers (Sanctuary) 
8:00 PM      AA Open Meeting (Hazelton Hall) 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 5 (Kevin on call) 
7:30 AM      Personnel Committee Meeting (Zoom) 
1:00 PM      Christian Life Circle (Rm 222+Zoom) 
5:00 PM      Choir Plus (Various Rooms) 
7:00 PM      Chancel Choir (Sanctuary & Choir Rm) 
                                  
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6 (Kevin on call) 
9:00 AM      Living Hope Circle (Hazelton Hall) 
12:15 PM    Daily Devotional Teleconference 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 (Betsy on call) 
12:00 PM     Voice Lessons, Sharon Stohrer (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 (Kevin on call)  
8:00 AM       Worship (Chapel) 
8:00 AM       Religious Studies (Zoom) 
8:55 AM       Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
9:00 AM       Confirmation (Youth Room) 
9:00 AM       Adult Education (Rm 222+Zoom) 
9:00 AM       Membership Seminar (Chapel) 
9:45 AM       Nursery Care for Babies-Age 3 (Nursery) 
10:00 AM     Worship-Ordination/Installation (Sanctuary) 
10:15 AM     Children's Sunday School (Various Rooms) 
11:00 AM     Fellowship (Hazelton Hall) 
4:00 PM       Youth Worship Team Practice (Sanctuary) 
7:00 PM       Operating Budget Walk-Thru Meeting 

w/Treasurer (Zoom) 
7:30 PM       Small Group Meeting (Rm 222+Zoom) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WPC VISION SUMMIT - Sunday January 29th   
Save the Date! Please save the whole day Sunday, 
1/29/2023 to take part in a conversation with other WPC 
members about our vision for the next 3-5 years. What is 
God calling us to be and do at this particular time and in 

this particular place? How has our culture changed? What 
needs seem to be pressing, and with what talents has God 
blessed us in order to help? Please watch for more details 
about scheduling and sign-ups coming soon! This event 
is sponsored by the Session. Questions may be directed 
to Dr. Julia Piermont. 
 

A NEW OUTREACH FOR THE NEW YEAR! 
Sunday, January 15th ~ Everything about “I Know I Can” 
In addition to our long-standing mission outreach 
partners, WPC is beginning a one-year partnership with a 
featured organization. On Christmas Eve we announced 
that our 2023 WPC Mission Grant recipient is iknow ican, 
a Columbus agency devoted to helping students 
succeed through and beyond high school to achieve 
their career goals.  “Dream big. Work hard. We’ll help.” is 
their tagline. On Sunday, January 15th, you can learn 
more about the development of this grant project and 
about the 2023 recipient. Patrick Lynch, Director of 
Development and Public Relations, will be presenting at 
our 8 am and 10 am worship services, and at 9 am for 
our Sunday School in Rm 222. Following will be a Q&A 
session and presentation at 11:30 in Hazelton Hall. We 
hope everyone at WPC will find a way in 2023 to take 
part in iknow ican and help our Columbus children 
succeed. 
 
SOCK SUNDAY will be held during the week of January 
8th thru January 15 which will be the big collection day. 
Did you know that socks are the number one requested 
item for the homeless? Plus, a little known fact is that 
Carol Giessler’s father helped start the Mt. Carmel 
Outreach Program for the homeless. Last year, more 
than 1,500 pairs of socks were collected and distributed 
to the following:  St. Sophia’s Othodox Cathedral, Open 
Shelter, The Free Store, Faith Mission, The Van Buren 
Shelter for families, NNEMAP,   and Mt. Carmel Mobile 
Out Reach. After late December's frigid weather, we 
know there are thousands of freezing toes in Central 
Ohio.  Thus, the Sock Sisters are asking, pleading and 
begging for warm socks again this year.  Can we top our 
number from last year? Socks can either be dropped off 
at the church or either of the Sock Sisters homes. With 
much appreciation, Marylou Posey (340 Longfellow 
Ave., 43085) and Pam Hume (385 Longfellow Ave., 
43085). 
 

WORTHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL  
Registration materials for the 2023-2024 school year  are 
now available online.  Current and past families, along 
with church members have priority registration.  Open 
registration begins January 9th. Please contact Carrie 
Houk, Preschool Director at carrieh@wpcnow.org more 
information. 
 

 
 

mailto:carrieh@wpcnow.org


CHANCEL FLOWER DONATIONS 
We are accepting chancel flower donations for 2023. 
Flowers may be given in memory of loved ones, in 
celebration for anniversaries, births, or for any occasion 
for which we give thanks to God. Please contact Jen Edse 
at jedse@wpcnow.org or 614-885-5355 to reserve a 
date. 
 

PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER NEEDED! 
As we enter the new calendar year 2023, we have a need 
for a part-time bookkeeper!  The position will be 
responsible for processing all cash receipts, vendor 
payments, quarterly contribution statements, and other 
financial duties. The position will report to Doug Fell, our 
new Executive Administrator. The time commitment is 24 
hours per week. If you know someone who might be 
interested, please have them send an email to 
execadmin@wpcnow.org. Thank you! 

 

Thinking of joining WPC? Our next MEMBER SEMINAR 
will take place on Jan 8, 15, and 22 at 9am in the chapel. 
Questions? Contact Betsy Rice at brice@wpcnow.org.  
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 
CANOEING THE MOUNTAINS:  
DISCERNING CONGREGATIONAL VISION IN A NEW ERA 

For Adult Education on January 8, Pastor Julia Piermont 
designed to “prime the pump” of creative thinking in 
advance of our Vision Summit (January 29).  Traditional 
mainline churches like WPC need to adapt to the culture 
around us, which is very different than even a generation 
ago.  We will explore some of these changes and a variety 
of responses churches are making today.  Participants 
will learn what “canoeing the mountains” refers to and 
how it relates to being a vital, faithful, fruitful 
congregation today.  Sunday, January 8.  Room 222 or 
Zoom.  
 

MISSON 
 

MONTAÑA DE LUZ MISSION TRIP INFO SESSION:  
WPC maintains a strong partnership with an orphanage 
serving Honduran children affected by HIV/AIDS. 
Ongoing support includes an annual mission trip to 
empower children and build international friendships. Jan 
22 at 11:15am  
 
 

mailto:jedse@wpcnow.org
mailto:execadmin@wpcnow.org


 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont – Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Tom Rice – Pastor for Discipleship 

Rev. Betsy Rice – Pastor for Member Ministries 

Rev. Kevin Horrigan – Parish Associate for Visitation 

Nicholas Robison – Director for Youth Ministries 

Shine Wu Robison – Youth Worship Leader 

Dr. David Rives – Director of Music 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby – Organist 

Melissa Robol – Chapel Pianist 

Russ Nagy – New Connections Music Leader 
 

 

A complete Staff Directory may be found at www.wpcnow.org  
 

 

773 HIGH STREET, WORTHINGTON, OH 43085-4140  TEL: 614-885-5355    
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