
December 4, 2022 

 
 
 

 



To reach the on-call pastor: call 614-885-5355, press 1, 

and leave a message. Your call will be returned. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 2nd Sunday of Advent 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

8:55 AM   

9:00 AM   

9:00 AM   

9:00 AM 

9:45 AM 

(Kevin on call) 

Religious Studies (Zoom) 

Worship & Communion, Dr. Julia Wharff 

Piermont (Chapel) 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  Alternative Christmas & Sponsor-A-

Family  (Outside Chapel) 
  Confirmation (Youth Room) 

Adult Education (Room 222 & Zoom) 

Nursery Care for Babies – age 3 

(Nursery) 

10:00 AM Worship & Communion, Dr. Julia Wharff 

Piermont (Sanctuary) 

10:15 AM     Children’s Sunday School (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM     Alternative Christmas & Sponsor -A- 

Family (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM Fellowship (Hazelton Hall) 

11:30 PM     POD Design Presentation (Hazelton Hall) 

4:00 PM     Youth Worship Team Practice 

5:00 PM MS & HS Youth Group - Christmas 

Shopping 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 (Tom on call) 

12:15 PM Daily Devotional Teleconference (240-

591-0333; access 783190#)

2:00 PM Worship Planning (Rm 222)

5:00 PM   Community Friendship Dinner

Drive-Thru (Hazelton Hall)

6:00 PM   Boy Scouts #268 & #752 Meeting (Rm

112,113, Youth Rm)

6:00 PM   Church Officer Dessert (Hazelton Hall)

7:00 PM   Regular Session Meeting (Hazelton Hall)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 (Betsy on call) 

9:00 AM    Staff Meeting (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM    Pastors Meeting (Rm 222) 

6:30 PM    Tech Meeting (Zoom) 

7:00 PM    Prayer Shawl (Living Room) 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 (Betsy on call) 

12:15 PM   Daily Devotional Teleconference (240-591- 

 0333; access 783190#) 

5:00 PM  Stephen Leaders (Living Room) 

6:30 PM      Celebration Ringers (Sanctuary) 

7:00 PM      Blue Christmas Worship Service 

  (Sanctuary) 

8:00 PM     AA Open Meeting (Hazelton Hall) 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 (Kevin on call) 

7:30 AM     Personnel Committee (Zoom) 

5:00 PM     Choir Plus (Various Rooms) 

7:00 PM     Chancel Choir (Sanctuary & Choir Rm) 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 (Kevin on call) 

9:00 AM     Living Hope Circle (Hazelton Hall) 

12:15 PM  Daily Devotional Teleconference (240-

591-0333; access 783190#)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10  (Betsy on call) 

9:00 AM     Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary & 

 Choir Rm)      

12:00 PM    Voice Lessons, Sharon Stohrer (ChoirRm) 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 3rd Sunday of Advent 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

8:55 AM   

9:00 AM   

9:00 AM   

9:00 AM 

9:45 AM 

(Kevin on call) 

Religious Studies (Zoom) 

Worship-Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 

(Chapel) 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal(Sanctuary)   

Alternative Christmas & Sponsor-A-

Family (Outside Chapel)   
Confirmation (Youth Room) 

Adult Education (Room 222 & Zoom) 

Nursery Care for Babies – age 3 

(Nursery) 

10:00 AM Worship- Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 

(Sanctuary) 

10:15 AM     Children’s Sunday School (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM Fellowship (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM     Alternative Christmas & Sponsor -A- 

Family (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM     NNEMAP Breakdown 

5:00 PM MS & HS Youth Group - Christmas 

Caroling (Various Rms) 

7:30 PM       Small Group Meeting (Rm 222+Zoom) 

For the most current calendar, please visit our website 



* Please rise in body or spirit. 

GATHERING MUSIC “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  Plainsong, 13th c., 

arr. Lloyd Larson  
Melissa Sengstack Robol, pianist 

The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

WELCOME  Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 

ADVENT WREATH CEREMONY THE SECOND CANDLE: PEACE 

Leader: Isaiah chapter 9 verse 6 says: 

 “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us, 

  Authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 

  Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Today we light the second Advent Candle, the candle of PEACE.  

   We are preparing for our Lord Jesus to come—watching and waiting 

   knowing that God brings peace, comfort and strength.  

 All sing: While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.      WAITING (#92 stanza 1) 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

Leader: Let us pray together 

    All: O Lord, help us to be instruments of your peace— In our homes, in our lives, and in the 

world. Amen 

* HYMN #82 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

(Charles Wesley, 1744) 

Vera Coniglio



* ADVENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

 

 

UNISON PRAYER  
 

Holy Lord, in this time of Advent, we confess we often are distracted by the season’s 

busyness, by the stress of commitment, and even by putting our own traditions ahead 

of the true meaning of Christmas. We confess we also often prefer being sentimental 

to being sacrificial. Forgive us for all the times we have missed seeing you in our midst, 

for all the times we have doubted your presence, and for all the times we have failed 

to hold the holidays as holy days. Pour peace into our lives and let us be bearers of 

your peace to others. Remind us that this is a season of waiting and preparation for 

the greatest gift of all. In the holy name of our Savior, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

 

 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 11:1-10  
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 

delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, but with 

righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of 

the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 

his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and 

faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and 

the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 

like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 

shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 

mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 

the sea. 
 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

The Word of our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Romans 15:4-13    
 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May 

the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 

truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors and 

that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 



“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles and sing praises to your name”; and 

again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all 

you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of 

Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Word of our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “Righteous Inspiration" Dr. Piermont 
  

 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #88 in our hymnal 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  
 

All who put their trust in Christ are welcome to receive communion. Please receive 
communion by coming forward to the servers. Gluten-free bread is in the center of 

the plate. Grape juice is red, and wine is white. 

INVITATION 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

* HYMN #129 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ES IST EIN’ ROS’ 
 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 
of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, 

when half spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 

 

 This flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. 
Enfleshed, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us 

and lightens every load. 
 

(German Carol) 
 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

 POSTLUDE Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light Johann Schop,  

arr. Lloyd Larson 
 

 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. If you are 
unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



TODAY 

Pick up and enjoy your free ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET 
for adults with Scripture readings, prayers, and reflections for 
each day of the Advent season. Our theme is "Advent 
People." 

SPONSOR-A-FAMILY needs your help with families this 
Christmas. Please look for information about selecting a 
family after either worship service. (See Mission for 
information). 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIFTS: Please join after either 
worship service to learn about the wonderful projects you 
can help locally and around the world. (See Mission for 
information). 

LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS PRESENTATION  
Sunday, Dec 4 at 11:30am in Hazelton Hall 
The Pandemic opened our eyes to the precious value of 
being together and having spaces that invite conversation 
and connections with each other and our neighbors. The 
Session engaged a Worthington-based landscape 
architectural firm (POD Design) to develop and gain City 
approvals for improvements to and developments of our 
parking lot lighting, our land east of the chapel (by the Green), 
and our north entrance, near the office. Learn more about this 
project after 10am worship.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

To submit a concern to the PRAYER CHAIN, please contact 
Dick Jones at 614-204-7633.

If you long for a holy Christmas, if December brings you 
down, or if you are grieving someone dear, the BLUE 
CHRISTMAS worship service Dec. 7 at 7pm in the sanctuary 
is for you. There will be time to light a candle in memory or in 
prayer. If you would like to share a concern with someone 
after worship, Stephen Ministers and pastors are available. 
Worship leadership is shared this year between St. John’s 
Episcopal Church and WPC.  

LOCK IN CURRENT COLUMBARIUM RATES NOW 
Considering buying a niche in the Columbarium? Effective 
Jan. 1, 2023, large niches (4 urns) will increase from $2950 
to $3040 and small niches (2 urns) will increase from $1475 
to $1520. The increase is part of Session's plan to cover the 
costs of the Columbarium and move it toward being self-
sustaining. For more details about making a purchase, 

please contact Dave Matthias, Facilities Manager at 
dmatthias@wpcnow.org or 614-885-5355. 

PLEDGES for 2023 are coming in steadily—thank you very 
much to the families who submitted their giving 
commitments. For the strength of our congregation, it is 
important that as many members as possible participate. If 
you have not submitted yours yet, please do so as soon as 
possible. Your pledge helps the Session plan responsibly for 
the coming year. Thank you! 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE Monday, December 12. Blood is 
vital for our friends in Central Ohio. Call the Red Cross for an 
appointment. Walk-ins are welcome! We collected 74 units 
of blood in October which is the highest number for all of 
2021-22. Keep on giving!  

FACING LOSS will not meet in December. The group will 
resume its schedule in January. 

YOU’RE INVITED TO A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
- CAROLS, CAKE, AND COCOA SUNDAY!
When Sunday is Jesus’ Birthday, it’s a very special day. We
will have one service at 10am. The service will be brief and
casual--easy to tune in from around your tree at home or to
join us in person. We invite you to wear Christmas garb, even
Christmas PJs. We’ll sing carols, hear and see a brief
Christmas children’s story. We encourage you to shower the
baby Jesus with gifts, such as baby wipes, baby lotion,
teething rings, or rattle toys (all of which will be distributed to
neighbors in need via Worthington Resource Pantry). And of
course, we’ll have cocoa and a birthday cake! Livestreamed.

There will be NO 8AM SERVICE Christmas Day or New Year’s 
Day. 

A STEPHEN MINISTER helps in times of struggle. Here is 
what a former care receiver says:  

“My Stephen Minister and I developed a very close bond, a real 
friendship, which has grown even greater as my family issues 
diminished. I consider my friendship with my Stephen Minister 
a gift from my church.” 

Contact Pastor Betsy (brice@wpcnow.org) if you’d like to 
have a Stephen Minister. 

ADULT EDUCATION 

TODAY, we continue a new 4-week series “NOT FOR WIMPS: 
GROWING OLDER GRACEFULLY.”  This class (for seniors 
and caregivers) teaches about avoiding scammers, dealing 
with dementia, preventing falling and pointing you in the 
direction of helpful resources and services. It’s held in Room 
222 and on Zoom. Contact Pastor Tom for the Zoom link. 

MISSION OUTREACH 

WPC SPONSOR-A-FAMILY needs your help to support 
families in need this Christmas Season. We are signing up 
on December 4 and 11 in Hazelton Hall to shop for families 
from Salem Elementary School. For St. Stephens Community 
House and Guadalupe Center, we are receiving gift cards 
from Target and Walmart until Dec 18. All families will be 

mailto:brice@wpcnow.org


blessed by your generosity. Contact Mindy Steel at bob-
mindy@sbcglobal.net or call/text 614-209-9603. 

It’s time to collect hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves for the 
MARY LOU PATON AND EMMA MCCORMICK MITTEN 
TREE. Your gifts will be distributed to the locations that have 
gratefully received them each year. You may add your 
donation to the Mitten Tree, located in Hazelton Hall through 
December 31. The items do not need to be new but must be 
clean and in good condition. Thank you from the 
Presbyterian Women United! 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS is a way to give Christmas gifts 
that make a difference in the world and help others in need. 
You can honor those you love by supporting local and 
worldwide ministries. Gift things like meals for Salem 
Elementary School children, seeds for Haiti, support for 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Bibles for Romania, and 
more. Visit wpcnow.org/advent or look for more information 
and order forms after either service today. 

NNEMAP NEEDS AND BREAKDOWN: Please support 
NNEMAP by donating large sizes of sugar, coffee, and 
salt. We also need personal care products, diapers, pet food, 
and nonperishable food.  We will do the congregational 
breakdown of food supplies on Sunday, Dec. 11 in Hazelton 
Hall at 11am. Please join us if you can. Contact Lisa Abrams 
(abrams.34@osu.edu) at 614-406-1297. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

The CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING will be received Sunday, 
December 18 in worship. This special offering of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) provides financial assistance to 
individuals and families who have dedicated their lives to the 
church, and supports education for racial ethnic students 
attending Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. Your 
generous giving truly makes a difference. (Checks can be 
made to WPC – memo: “Christmas Joy Offering.”)  

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

CLUB 45 CHRISTMAS CAROLING - On Friday, December 16, 
at 7 pm, Pastor Julia and her husband Dennis are excited to 
lead Club 45 in Christmas Caroling to friends living near the 
church.  Away in a Manger, Jingle Bells, and more! Please 
dress warmly for walking. Cocoa included!  

We will NOT  be displaying members' creches on Dec. 
18. We look forward to this lovely event in a future year.

MUSIC 

The WPC Chancel Choir with a STRING ENSEMBLE FROM 
THE COLUMBUS SYMPHONY will celebrate both Advent and 
Christmas on Dec 11 at 10am. Dr. David M. Rives will direct 
a program of works which range from lush and 
contemplative to ebullient and joyful. Compositions by some 
of America’s leading church music composers, including Dan 
Forrest, Elaine Hagenberg, and David Lantz will be featured. 
Join us in savoring rich music as part of our preparation for 
Christmas. 

KNISELY CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Saturday, Dec. 17 at 3pm, Sanctuary 
Engaging and memorable with a unique instrumentation and 
tuneful compositions, Knisely is a Columbus, Ohio-based 
quartet performing original music for violin (Helen Cates), 
clarinet (Evan Lynch), vibraphone (Zach Koors) and piano 
(Shine Wu Robison). Come hear a plethora of original 
arrangements by the group of your favorite Christmas tunes! 
This is a concert you do not want to miss. A free-will offering 
with proceeds going to WPC and Knisely will be taken. You 
can find more information about them at 
https://www.kniselymusic.com. Bring your families and 
friends! See you there! 



* Please rise in body or spirit. 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Tom Rice 
   

The Friendship Pad is located in the pew at the center aisle. 
Please sign and pass it to your neighbor. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC  HYFRYDOL arr. David P. Dahl  

Dr. Stephen Jacoby, organist 
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

 

ADVENT WREATH CEREMONY THE SECOND CANDLE: PEACE 

 

Debbie Dieringer and Linda 

Hulsey 
 

Leader: 

 

    

 

Isaiah chapter 9 verse 6 says:   

       “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us, 

        Authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,  

        Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

    

 

    

 

Today we light the second Advent Candle, the candle of PEACE.          

         We are preparing for our Lord Jesus to come—watching and waiting 

         knowing that God brings peace, comfort and strength.  
 

 All sing: While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.                    WAITING (#92 stanza 1) 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
 

Leader: Let us pray together 
 

      All: O Lord, help us to be instruments of your peace— In our homes, in our lives, and in the 

world. Amen 
 

 

 

* HYMN #82 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL 
 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

                                                     

(Charles Wesley, 1744) 

 



* ADVENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

 

 

UNISON PRAYER  
 

Holy Lord, in this time of Advent, we confess we often are distracted by the season’s 

busyness, by the stress of commitment, and even by putting our own traditions ahead 

of the true meaning of Christmas. We confess we also often prefer being sentimental 

to being sacrificial. Forgive us for all the times we have missed seeing you in our midst, 

for all the times we have doubted your presence, and for all the times we have failed 

to hold the holidays as holy days. Pour peace into our lives and let us be bearers of 

your peace to others. Remind us that this is a season of waiting and preparation for 

the greatest gift of all. In the holy name of our Savior, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (Stanza 3 from Hymn 121) ST. LOUIS 
 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

 (Phillips Brooks, 1868) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 

 

 

 

 

GLORIA (Refrain from Hymn #113) 
 

GLORIA 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
(French Carol) 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES  Pastor Tom 
 

 

After the Children’s Message, children ages 3 years through 3rd grade will be dismissed 
to their classrooms for a Sunday School lesson. Following the postlude, please pick up 
your child at the following locations: Preschool (age 3 and 4): Room 113; Kindergarten 
and 1st grade: Room 112; 2nd and 3rd grade: Room 111. Children 4th through 7th grades 
will remain in worship with their families and receive Communion. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Sharon Tipton 
 

 

 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 11:1-10  
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 

delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, but with 

righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of 

the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 

his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and 

faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and 

the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 

like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 

shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 



mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 

the sea. 
 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

The Word of our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

ANTHEM “Come Flood This Heart of Mine”     David Lantz 
 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR 
Martha Duersten, soprano and Dr. David Rives, director 

 

Come flood this heart of mine with Your great love divine. Come quickly, Lord I pray, 
abide with us today. Come flood this heart of mine with Your pure joy divine. Give to 
the earth that night Your everlasting light. Prepare my heart for the One who will 
come to earth, God’s Son, who will come in a humble, lowly birth. Prepare my heart for 
His presence in this place. May my heart overflow with the fullness of His grace. Come 
flood this heart of mine with Your true light divine. O come, Emmanuel, the darkness 
now dispel.  

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Romans 15:4-13   Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 
 

 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May 

the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 

truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors and 

that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”; and 

again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all 

you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of 

Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Word of our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “Righteous Inspiration” Dr. Piermont 
  

 

* HYMN #102 “Savior of the Nations, Come” NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN 

HEILAND 
Savior of the nations, come; virgin's son, make here your home. 

Marvel now, O heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth. 
From God’s heart the Savior speeds; back to God his pathway leads; 
out to vanquish death’s command, back to reign at God’s right hand. 

 

Now your manger, shining bright, hallows night with newborn light. 
 Night cannot this light subdue; let our faith shine ever new. 

Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, virgin’s son, incarnate Word!  
To the holy Trinity praise we sing eternally. 



DEDICATION OF PLEDGES, TITHES AND OFFERINGS Rev. Betsy Rice 

Online giving is available anytime via our account with EasyTithe: text your offering 
dollar amount to 614-808-8580 or go to (www.easytithe.com/wpcgive)  

OFFERTORY Variations on “Savior of the 
Nations, Come”  

 arr. Timothy 

Shaw 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Dr. Piermont and Rev. Rice 

All who put their trust in Christ are welcome to receive communion. Please remain 
seated to be served communion in your row. Gluten-free bread is in the center of the 

plate. Grape juice is red, and wine is white. 

INVITATION 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

* HYMN #129 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ES IST EIN’ ROS’ 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 
of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, 

when half spent was the night. 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 

 This flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. 
Enfleshed, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us 

and lightens every load. 

(German Carol) 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
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* CONGREGATIONAL

BENEDICTION RESPONSE

“Soon and Very Soon” 

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King! 

(Andrae Couch, 1976) 

POSTLUDE HYFRYDOL arr.Flor Peeters 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. If you are 
unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Ushers: Team D:  Bob Harrington, Jeff White, Captains  Carillon: Sue Rapier 
Audio: Andrew DeWeese  Video/Livestream: Emerson Greuling, Russ Nagy, Bill Yost 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

We enjoy the festive Christmas poinsettias that grace our chancel and sanctuary throughout the month of 

December. The dedications will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 

Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont – Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Tom Rice – Pastor for Discipleship 

Rev. Betsy Rice – Pastor for Member Ministries 

Rev. Kevin Horrigan – Parish Associate for Visitation 

Nicholas Robison – Director for Youth Ministries 

Shine Wu Robison – Youth Worship Leader 

Dr. David Rives – Director of Music 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby – Organist 

Melissa Robol – Chapel Pianist 

Russ Nagy – New Connections Music Leader 

773 HIGH STREET, WORTHINGTON, OH 43085-4140  TEL: 614-885-5355   

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

During the season of Advent, we decorate our beautiful sanctuary with poinsettias to enhance the 
worship experience for those attending in person and livestream. If you would like to honor a loved 
one, please send your $20 donation, along with this form to the church office no later than Monday, 
Dec 12. Dedications will appear in our Christmas Eve bulletin. Poinsettias will be distributed after 
Christmas to members in Deacons’ care.  

IN MEMORY OF:  

IN HONOR OF: ___________________________________ 

DONATED BY: ___________________________________ 

SOON AND VERY SOON




