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*Please rise in body or spirit. 

PRELUDE “Ukrainian Bell Carol” 
Melissa Sengstack Robol, pianist 

M. Leontovich, arr Mark 

Hayes 

   
 “Quartet in F, American. II. Lento” Antonin Dvorak 

 Chamber Music Connection  

 

WELCOME Rev. Betsy Rice 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES Judy Gray, Laurie Holden 
 

One: We begin worship by lighting the Advent candles. We light the first candle, 

the candle of hope. “Hope that is seen is not hope.” (Romans 8:24) 

All: We open our hearts to hope. 

One: We light the candle of peace. “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” 

(John 14:27) 

All: We open our hearts to peace. 

One: We wait to light the candle of joy.  The angel told the shepherds, “I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.” (Luke 2: 10)   

All: We await the coming of joy. 

One: We wait to light the candle of love. “God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son,so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

All: We await the coming of love. 

One: On Christmas Eve, we will light the Christ candle. “He will be great,and will 

be called the Son of the Most High…He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 2:32-33) 

All: We await the coming of Christ. 

 

* HYMN #84   “Creator of the Stars of Night ” CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 

 

OPENING PRAYER  Tom Syron 
 

One: Holy God of Advent, you became weak so that we might find strength even 

in moments of heartbreak. You left the safety of heaven to wander the 

wilderness of this world, holding our hands when we feel hopeless. You 

became one of us so that we would never be alone. 

All: Come now, child of Bethlehem, to strengthen us in these days. May we feel 

your presence in a clear and powerful way, not just as one born in a stable 

long ago and far away, but as the One born in our hearts. 

One: You go before us: into our hospital rooms, into our loneliness, into a future 

only you know and control. 

All: You are here, even now, to serve us, to hold us, to comfort us, to heal us, to 

live in us—now and forever.  Amen. 
 



SOLO “A Christmas Pastorale”  
Martha Duersten, soprano 

 

Joan Pinkston, arr Deborah 

Governor  

 

UNISON BIBLE READING Psalm 46: 1-5, 10-11  
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not 

fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the 

sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the 

Most High. God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when 

the morning dawns.  
 

“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations; I am exalted in the 

earth.” The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

SECOND BIBLE READING 1 Corinthians 13: 8-12  
 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they 

will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.  For we know only in part, and we 

prophesy only in part, but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.  

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 

When I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see only a reflection, 

as in a mirror, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 

know fully, even as I have been fully known.  

 

MEDITATION Rev. David Burman 

 

* HYMN # 177 “I Will Come to You” YOU ARE MINE 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Jane Riddle 
 

One: All around us are the sights and sounds of Christmas, Gentle God: the 

laughter of parties, the songs of carolers, the shouts of children, the music 

in every store. But deep within us we—or someone we love—carry pain.  In 

this time when night can stretch into eternity, we come to you, bringing our 

gifts; not gold, frankincense and myrrh, but our prayers, our hope, and our 

grief. 

All: We have come from different backgrounds, from different families, from 

different faith traditions. But we all know what it is like to feel like we are 

wandering in “the far country”—far from You and far from Your peace. 

One: In a season when so many people don’t have enough hours in the day to get 

their lists checked off, their cards mailed, their presents wrapped, many of 

us feel like we have TOO much time—time to grieve over a job, a dream, or 

a loved one. 

All: Our fear of the future, our remembrance of the past, our pain that is difficult 

to bear and harder to release, our emptiness which cannot be filled with 

platitudes:  all can make this a season of long nights. 

One: Be with us, O God. Be with all of us in our loneliness, in our longing, in our 

hopes and fears, in our lives. Be with us and with those we love—those we 

hold in our hearts. Be with us and hear us as we pray with Jesus. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING   
 

(You are now invited to light a candle, representing your prayers and the light of 
Christ shining in the midst of loss.) 



MUSICAL MEDITATION “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
 

Plainsong, 13th C, arr. Lloyd 

Larson 
 

GOSPEL READING John 1:1-5, 14  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

LITANY  “Come, Light of Life”  
 

David: Lord, in the beginning when all was very dark, you said: “Let there be light.” 

All: And there was light and life throughout the universe. 

Betsy: And when the human race was exhausted, tired and weary, in the darkness of 

anxiety, confusion and sin,  

All: Into that darkness you came as light in Jesus Christ. God became a human being 

among us all.  

David: Once again it is dark. Not just dark at midnight but dark in ourselves: 

All: Dark with fear and uncertainty, dark with confusing and conflicting voices in 

our ears. 

Betsy: Come, Light of life, with your mighty word of love, lighten the darkness in our 

lives and in the lives of those we love. 

All: Lighten our hearts with the joy of your promised coming. Lighten our world with 

the hope that faith in you brings. 

David: We will go out into the peace of Jesus Christ. May His peace that lifts the spirit 

with hope and leavens the world with love  

All: Be ours tonight and always.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

In your silence, may the Word dwell in your heart. In your brokenness, may the Bread 

of Life heal you. In your pain and in your joy, may the Living God touch your soul. 

Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE “Ashokan Farewell” Jay Unger 

Chamber Music Connection 

 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

The Rev. David Burman, St. John’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Betsy Rice 

Stephen Minister Readers: Judy Gray, Laurie Holden, Jane Riddle, and 

Stephen Leader Tom Syron 

Pianist: Melissa Sengstack Robol   A/V: Russ Nagy 

 

With special thanks to Young Artists from the Chamber Music Connection, 

Deborah Price, Artistic Director 
 

This service is based on services written by 

 Thom M. Shuman and Bonny Mulder-Behnia 
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