
 

December 11, 2022 

 
 
 



To reach the on-call pastor: call 614-885-5355, press 

1, and leave a message. Your call will be returned. 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 3rd Sunday of Advent 

(Kevin on call)  

8:00 AM Religious Studies (Zoom) 

8:00 AM Worship-Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 

(Chapel) 

8:55 AM       Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

9:00 AM       Alternative Christmas (Hazelton Hall) 

9:00 AM       Confirmation (Youth Room) 

9:00 AM Adult Education (Room 222 & Zoom) 

9:00 AM       Sponsor a Family (Hazelton Hall) 

9:45 AM Nursery Care for Babies – age 3 

(Nursery) 

10:00 AM Worship- Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 

(Sanctuary) 

10:15 AM     Children’s Sunday School (Hazelton 

Hall) 

11:00 AM Fellowship (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM     Alternative Christmas (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM     NNEMAP Breakdown 

11:00 AM     Sponsor a Family (Hazelton Hall) 

5:00 PM MS & HS Youth Group - Christmas 

Caroling (Wesley Glen) 

7:00 PM       Small Group Meeting (Rm 222+Zoom) 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 (Tom on call) 

 

11:00 AM     Red Cross Blood Drive (Hazelton Hall) 

12:15 PM Daily Devotional Teleconference (240-

591-0333; access 783190#) 

2:00 PM Worship Planning (Rm 222) 

3:00 PM       Y Family Dinners (Kitchen) 

4:30 PM       Facilities Committee (Room 111) 

6:00 PM       Boy/Girls Scouts #268 & #752 Meeting 

(Rm 112,113, Youth Rm) 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 (Betsy on call) 

 

7:45 AM      Generosity Committee (Rm 111) 

9:00 AM      Parent Group (Nursery) 

10:00 AM    Preschool Singing Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

6:30 PM      Membership & Fellowship Committee 

(Off-site)  

6:30 PM      Tech Meeting (Zoom) 

7:00 PM      Youth Committee (Youth Room & Zoom) 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 (Betsy on Call)               

 

9:30 AM      Preschool Singing Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

12:15 PM    Daily Devotional Teleconference (240- 

                     591-0333; access 783190#) 

 

 

6:30 PM       Stephen Ministry  

                    (Rm111,112,Youth Rm) 

6:30 PM       Celebration Ringers (Sanctuary) 

7:00 PM       Book Lovers (Living Room) 

8:00 PM       AA Open Meeting (Hazelton Hall) 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 (Kevin on call) 

 

7:30 AM       Finance Committee (Zoom) 

9:30 AM       Preschool Christmas Celebrations 

                     (Sanctuary) 

5:00 PM       Choir Plus (Various Rooms) 

5:30 PM       Preschool Sing-along  

7:00 PM       Chancel Choir (Sanctuary & Choir Rm) 

                                  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 (Kevin on call) 

 

9:00 AM       Living Hope Circle (Hazelton Hall) 

9:30 AM       Preschool Christmas Celebrations   

                     (Sanctuary) 

12:15 PM  Daily Devotional Teleconference 

(240-591-0333; access 783190#) 

7:00 PM       Club 45 Christmas Caroling (HH) 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17  (Betsy on call) 

 

8:00 AM       Wreaths Across America (Hazelton 

Hall) 

8:00 AM       Men's Breakfast & Bible Study (Zoom) 

12:00 PM     Voice Lessons, Sharon Stohrer 

(ChoirRm) 

1:00 PM       Knisely Group Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

3:00 PM       Knisely Christmas Concert (Sanctuary) 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 4th Sunday of Advent 

(Kevin on call)  

8:00 AM Religious Studies (Zoom) 

8:00 AM Worship-Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 

(Chapel) 

8:30 AM       Celebration Ringers Warm-Up 

(Sanctuary) 

8:55 AM       Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

9:00 AM       Alternative Christmas (Hazelton Hall) 

9:00 AM       Confirmation (Youth Room) 

9:00 AM Adult Education (Room 222 & Zoom) 

9:45 AM Nursery Care for Babies (Nursery) 

10:00 AM Worship- Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 

(Sanctuary) 

10:15 AM     Children’s Sunday School (Hazelton 

Hall) 

11:00 AM Fellowship (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM     Alternative Christmas (Hazelton Hall) 

11:00 AM     Sponsor a Family Drop-Off (Hazelton 

Hall) 

5:00 PM Youth Christmas Party (Youth Room) 

 

 

                                                                  

 

Please scan for the most 

current calendar 



*Please rise in body or spirit. 

GATHERING MUSIC  "What Child Is This?” arr. Nate Terry 

 from An Irregular Christmas  
 

7/8, 6/4, 4/4, Em, Fm, Dm and F#m. Inspired by Covid-19 

Melissa Sengstack Robol, pianist 
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 
 

 

MOMENT FOR MISSION Sponsor-A-Family  Mindy Steel 
 

ADVENT WREATH CEREMONY THE THIRD CANDLE: JOY Bill Woods 
 

Leader: 

 

    

 

In John chapter 15, verses 9 through 11 Jesus says:   

        “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be complete.”  
 

    

 

    

 

Today we light the third Advent Candle, the candle of JOY.       

         We are preparing for our Lord Jesus to come—watching and waiting 

         knowing that God brings joy, comfort and strength.  
 

 All sing: While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.                    WAITING (#92 stanza 1) 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
 

Leader: Let us pray together: 
 

      All: O Holy One, keep us focused on “the reason for the season.” Help us to be filled with your 

joy and to share that joy with the world. Amen.  

 
* HYMN #105 “People, Look East” BESANÇON 

 

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 



Birds, though you long have ceased to build, Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Bird, is on the way. 
 

 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming With the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 (Eleanor Farjeon, 1928, alt.) 

 

* ADVENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

UNISON PRAYER  
 

Holy Lord, in this time of Advent, we confess we often are distracted by the season’s 

busyness, by the stress of commitment, and even by putting our own traditions ahead 

of the true meaning of Christmas. We confess we also often prefer being sentimental 

to being sacrificial. Forgive us for all the times we have missed seeing you in our midst, 

for all the times we have doubted your presence, and for all the times we have failed 

to hold the holidays as holy days. Pour peace into our lives and let us be bearers of 

your peace to others. Remind us that this is a season of waiting and preparation for 

the greatest gift of all. In the holy name of our Savior, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

 

 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Nicholas Robison 
 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 2:7-21   Nicholas Robison 
 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when 

the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 

road. 
 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 

you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, 

took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt and remained there until 

the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent 

and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had learned from the magi. Then what had been spoken 

through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 



 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 

children;     she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child 

and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON “Fear, Control and the Joy of Letting Go” Nicholas Robison 
 

 

 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE “Once in Royal David’s City”        #140 in our hymnal 

   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Dr. Piermont 
 

SHARING OF PRAYER REQUESTS AND BLESSINGS 

 THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN # 87 “Comfort, Comfort Now my People” GENEVAN 42 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!” So says our God. 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 

To my people now proclaim that my pardon waits for them! 
Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.” 

 

For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 
calling us to true repentance, since the reign of God is here. 

O, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way. 
Let the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in greeting. 

 

Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. 

(Johannes Olearius, 1671) 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 

 

POSTLUDE Still, Still, Still with “A Christmas Berceuse”       arr. Joseph Martin 
 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. 
If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On both Dec. 25 and Jan 1, we will have one worship service only at 10am in the sanctuary (and 

livestreamed). The 8am Early Morning Worship Service will resume Jan. 8, 2023. 

 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 
 

 



TODAY 
 

A MUSICAL CELEBRATION OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
The WPC Chancel Choir with a string ensemble from the 
Columbus Symphony will celebrate both Advent and 
Christmas within this special worship service. Dr. David M. 
Rives will direct a program of works which range from lush 
and contemplative to ebullient and joyful. Compositions by 
some of America’s leading church music composers, 
including Dan Forrest, Elaine Hagenberg, and David Lantz will 
be featured. Join us in savoring rich music as part of our 
preparation for Christmas.  
 
Pick up and enjoy your free ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET 
for adults with Scripture readings, prayers, and reflections for 
each day of the Advent season. Our theme is "Advent People” 
 
IN HAZELTON HALL TODAY (See Mission Outreach for 
details): 

⧫ Alternative Christmas Gifts  
⧫ Sponsor-A-Family 
⧫ NNEMAP Breakdown 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

To submit a concern to the PRAYER CHAIN, please contact 
Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 
 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE, Dec 12. Please be willing to give 
one hour of your time to donate the gift of life. Walk-ins are 
welcome! 
 
2023 FEARLESS GENEROSITY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
UPDATE - As of Tuesday, Dec 6, we have received 239 
pledges for next year totaling $1,077,302.  We still have 
families that pledged last year that we have yet to hear 
from.  Please get your pledges in as soon as possible so the 
treasurer can finalize the budget.  Also, if you have not yet 
fulfilled your pledge for the current year, please do so if you 
are able.  As always your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHURCH STAFF - One important 
group to remember at Christmastime are the one who do so 
much to help us be faithful to God all year round.  Both full-
time and part-time regular staff will receive a Christmas 
check from the church.  If you would like to help with the cost 
of this project, please submit your donation no later than Dec 
20 via the offering plate, church office, or EasyTithe.  Thank 
you, and God bless you.  – The Personnel Committee (Ron 
St. Pierre, Chair).  
 
LOCK IN CURRENT COLUMBARIUM RATES NOW 
Considering buying a niche in the Columbarium? Effective 
Jan 1, 2023, large niches (4 urns) will increase from $2950 to 
$3040 and small niches (2 urns) will increase from $1475 to 
$1520. The increase is part of Session's plan to cover the 
costs of the Columbarium and move it toward being self-
sustaining. For more details about making a purchase, 
please contact Dave Matthias, Facilities Manager at 
dmatthias@wpcnow.org or 614-885-5355. 
 
The CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING will be received next 
Sunday, Dec 18 in worship. This special offering provides 

financial assistance to individuals and families who have 
dedicated their lives to the church, and supports education 
for racial ethnic students attending Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges.   
 
FACING LOSS will not meet in December. The group will 
resume its schedule in January. 
 
There will be NO 8AM SERVICE Christmas or New Year’s Day. 
 
We will have a SPECIAL CHRISTMAS DAY service at 10am. 
We invite you to wear Christmas sweaters and PJs. We’ll sing 
carols and read a Christmas children’s story. We encourage 
you to shower the baby Jesus with gifts, such as baby wipes, 
baby lotion, teething rings, or rattle toys (all will be distributed 
to neighbors in need via Worthington Resource Pantry). And 
of course, we’ll have cocoa and a birthday cake!  
 
Thinking about joining WPC, or would you like to know more 
about the Presbyterian Church? Our next MEMBER SEMINAR 
will take place Jan 8, 15, and 22 at 9am in the chapel. 
Questions? Contact Betsy Rice at brice@wpcnow.org  
 
Would you like to donate CHANCEL FLOWERS in honor of a 
loved one or special occation? Please contact Jen Edse at 
jedse@wpcnow.org. The cost of two bouquets is $90. You 
can also donate via easytithe now. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

TODAY, we continue a 4-week series “NOT FOR WIMPS: 
GROWING OLDER GRACEFULLY.”  This class (for seniors 
and caregivers) teaches about avoiding scammers, dealing 
with dementia, preventing falling, and pointing you in the 
direction of helpful resources and services. It’s held in Room 
222 and on Zoom. Contact Pastor Tom for the Zoom link. 
 

MISSION OUTREACH 
 

A CAR FOR OUR AFGHAN FAMILY: If you or someone you 
know is trading in a car, you could be paid the trade-in value 
and you would be helping Ali Reza get to work. The car is 
needed by Feb 1. Please contact Pastor Tom 
(trice@wpcnow.org) for more information. 
 
WPC SPONSOR-A-FAMILY needs your help to support 
families in need this Christmas Season. We only have a few 
families left to shop for from Salem but need gift cards from 
Target and Walmart for St. Stephens and Guadalupe Center. 
Denominations of $25 are best, but any amount is welcome. 
We will be in Hazelton Hall after both services today. Gifts 
and gift cards will be collected from 8:30am-11:30am on Dec 
18. Salem Elementary, St. Stephens Community House and 
Guadalupe Center families will benefit from your generosity. 
Contact Mindy Steel at bob-mindy@sbcglobal.net or 
call/text 614-209-9603. 
 
It’s time to collect hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves for the 
MARY LOU PATON AND EMMA MCCORMICK MITTEN 
TREE. Your gifts will be distributed to the locations that have 
gratefully received them each year. You may add your 
donation to the Mitten Tree, located in Hazelton Hall through 

mailto:trice@wpcnow.org


Dec 31. The items do not need to be new but must be clean 
and in good condition. Thank you from the Presbyterian 
Women United! 
 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS is a way to give Christmas gifts 
that make a difference in the world and help others in need. 
You can honor those you love by supporting local and 
worldwide ministries. Gift things like meals for Salem 
Elementary School children, seeds for Haiti, support for 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Bibles for Romania, and 
more. Visit wpcnow.org/advent or look for more information 
and order forms after either service today. 
 

We will do the congregational breakdown of food supplies 
for NNEMAP in Hazelton Hall at 11am.  Please support 
NNEMAP by donating large sizes of sugar, coffee, and 
salt.  We also need personal care products (razors, bar soap), 
diapers (size 5 and 6), toilet paper, and nonperishable 
food.  Place your donations in the large bin labeled NNEMAP 
in Hazelton Hall. All ages welcome.  For questions, 
contact Lisa Abrams (abrams.34@osu.edu) at 614-406-
1297.  Thank you for your continued support.  
 

All ages are invited to help serve dinner in Hazelton Hall 
on Tuesday, Dec 20 from 6-7:30pm for our annual 
STAFFORD VILLAGE CHRISTMAS DINNER. Join us as we 
celebrate with and support residents of Stafford Village. 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
 

YOUTH CAROLING AT WESLEY GLEN TONIGHT - This is a 
wonderful opportunity to share a little holiday joy with our 
friends and neighbors! 
 

CLUB 45 CHRISTMAS CAROLING - On Friday, Dec 16, at 7 
pm, Pastor Julia and her husband Dennis are excited to lead 
Club 45 in Christmas Caroling to friends living near the 
church.  Away in a Manger, Jingle Bells, and more! Please 
dress warmly for walking. Cocoa included!   

 
 

MUSIC 
 

KNISELY CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Engaging and memorable with a unique instrumentation and 
tuneful compositions, KNISELY is a Columbus, Ohio-based 
quartet performing original music. Come hear your favorite 
Christmas tunes Dec 17 at 3pm in the Sanctuary! This is a 
concert you do not want to miss. You can find more 
information about them at https://www.kniselymusic.com. 
Bring your families and friends!  
 

 
 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS: DEADLINE IS 
TOMORROW 

 

During the season of Advent, we decorate our 
beautiful sanctuary with poinsettias to 
enhance the worship experience for those 
attending in person and livestream. If you 

would like to honor a loved one, please send your $20 
donation, along with the form below to the church office no 
later than Monday, Dec 12. Dedications will appear in our 
Christmas Eve bulletin. Poinsettias will be distributed after 
Christmas to members in Deacons’ care.  
 

IN MEMORY OF: _________________________________ 

 

 

IN HONOR OF: ___________________________________ 

 

 

DONATED BY: ___________________________________ 

 

 
 

 



 

* Please rise in body or spirit. 

WELCOME Rev. Betsy Rice 
  

The Friendship Pad is located in the pew at the center aisle.  
Please sign and pass it to your neighbor.  

 

MOMENT FOR MISSION Sponsor-A-Family Mindy Steel 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC    “Prepare the Way, O Zion”   arr. Robert A. Hobby 
 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby, organist 
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

 

ADVENT WREATH CEREMONY THE THIRD CANDLE: JOY Shine and Nick Robison 

Leader: 

 

    

 

In John chapter 15, verses 9 through 11 Jesus says:   

        “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be complete.”  
 

    

 

    

 

Today we light the third Advent Candle, the candle of JOY.       

         We are preparing for our Lord Jesus to come—watching and waiting 

         knowing that God brings joy, comfort and strength.  
 

 All sing: While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.                    WAITING (#92 stanza 1) 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
 

Leader: Let us pray together: 
 

      All: O Holy One, keep us focused on “the reason for the season.” Help us to be filled with your 

joy and to share that joy with the world. Amen.  

 

* HYMN #106 “Prepare the Way, O Zion” BEREDEN VÄG FÖR 

HERRAN 

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. 
Oh blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name. 

 

He brings God's rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 

Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 
Oh blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name. 



Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior's rule embrace. 
His tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow before him, their voices will adore him. 
Oh blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name. 

 

 Frans Mikael Franzen (1812, rev. 1819) 

 

* ADVENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

UNISON PRAYER  
 

Holy Lord, in this time of Advent, we confess we often are distracted by the season’s 

busyness, by the stress of commitment, and even by putting our own traditions ahead 

of the true meaning of Christmas. We confess we also often prefer being sentimental 

to being sacrificial. Forgive us for all the times we have missed seeing you in our midst, 

for all the times we have doubted your presence, and for all the times we have failed 

to hold the holidays as holy days. Pour peace into our lives and let us be bearers of 

your peace to others. Remind us that this is a season of waiting and preparation for 

the greatest gift of all. In the holy name of our Savior, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (Stanza 3, Hymn #121) ST. LOUIS 
 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

 (Phillips Brooks, 1868) 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

 

 

 

GLORIA (Refrain from Hymn #113) 
 

GLORIA 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
(French Carol) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ANTHEM “O Come, Emmanuel”   Elaine Hagenberg 
 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR 
 

O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile here until 
the Son of God appear. O come thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine 
Advent here and drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us 
light! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. O Come Desire of nations, bind 
all people in one heart and mind; bid envy, strife and quarrels cease and fill the world 
with Heaven’s peace. O rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES  Pastor Betsy 
 

After the Children’s Message, children ages 3 years through 7th grade will be 
dismissed to their classrooms for a Sunday School lesson.  Following the postlude, 
please pick up your child in his/her classroom. Preschool (age 3 and 4): Room 113 
Kindergarten and 1st grade: Room 112; 2nd and 3rd grade – Room 111; 4th and 5th 
grade – Room 222; 6th and 7th grade – Youth Room 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Susan Boisvert 
 



FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 40:1-5  
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 

her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from 

the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and 

hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the 

mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

ANTHEM “Come Flood This Heart of Mine”     David Lantz III 
 

                                                                         THE CHANCEL CHOIR 
 

Come flood this heart of mine with Your great love divine. Come quickly, Lord I pray, 
abide with us today. Come flood this heart of mine with Your pure joy divine. Give to 
the earth this night Your everlasting light. Prepare my heart for the One who will come 
to earth, God’s Son, who will come in a humble, lowly birth. Prepare my heart for His 
presence in this place. May my heart overflow with the fullness of His grace. Come 
flood this heart of mine with Your true light divine. O come, Emmanuel, the darkness 
now dispel.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Dr. Tom Rice 
 

SHARING OF PRAYER REQUESTS AND BLESSINGS 

 THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

QUARTET “In the Bleak Midwinter”      
 

Gustav Holst; arr. 

Paul Thompson 

Alicia Hui and David Edge, violin; Steve Wedell,, viola; Wendy Morton, cello 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Luke 1:46-55   Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 
 

 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. Surely from now on all 

generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 

holy is his name; indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 

generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and 

lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away 

empty. He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” 
   

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 



ANTHEM “The Shepherd’s Carol”   arr. Dan Forrest 
 

                       

THE CHANCEL CHOIR 
 

Carols so sweet angels did sing. As lately we watched over our flocks through the night 
a star there was seen of such glorious light. All through the night angels did sing carols 
so sweet for the birth of a King. His throne is a manger, His court is a loft. But hosts 
of bright angels, in strains sweet and soft, Him they proclaim our Christ by name, and 
earth, sky and air straight are filled with His fame. Earth sky and air proclaim: Then 
shepherds, be joyful, salute your new King. Let hills and vales ring to the songs that 
ye sing. Blest be the hour, welcome the morn for Christ our dear Savior on earth now 
is born. 

(Traditional Austrian Carol) 

 

MEDITATION “Every Song Comes from Somewhere” Dr. Piermont 

 
 

* HYMN # 132 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” IN DULCI JUBILO 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

 

(John Mason Neale, 1853, alt.) 

 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

(Online giving is available anytime via our account with EasyTithe: 
text your offering dollar amount to 614-808-8580 or go to www.easytithe.com/wpcgive.) 

 

OFFERTORY   “Bring a Torch Jeanette, Isabella    arr. David M. Cherwien 
 

ANTHEM “To Thee My Heart I Offer”    Elaine Hagenberg 
 

                       

THE CHANCEL CHOIR 

 

To Thee my heart I offer, Oh Christ-child sweet and dear; upon Thy love relying, be 
Thou ever near. O take my heart and give me thine and may it be forever mine. Oh 
Jesus, holy, undefiled, my Savior meek and mild. What brought Thee to the manger, 
Oh Christ-child sweet and dear? Thy love for me, a stranger, be Thou ever near. Oh 
Lord how great Thy perfect Love, that reaches from the heavens above. Thy love for 
us, by sin defiled, that made Thee, God, a child. Let me be Thine forever, Oh Christ-
child sweet and dear; uphold me with Thy mercy, be Thou near. Thy hand bestows Thy 
gifts to me and all I have I offer Thee! My heart, my soul and all I own; let these be 
thine alone. 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 

 

POSTLUDE “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”  arr. Wilbur Held 
 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. 
If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 

https://hymnary.org/person/Neale_JM
http://www.easytithe.com/wpcgive


 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Ushers: Team E – John Gray, Ken Short, Captains 

Carillon: Bill Allman  Audio: Andrew DeWeese   

Video/Livestream: Emerson Greuling, Russ Nagy, Bill Yost 

 

 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 
 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

 

We enjoy the festive Christmas poinsettias that grace our chancel 
 and sanctuary throughout the month of December.  

The dedications will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 
 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF SOUND CONCERT SERIES 

2022-2023 PATRONS 

 

 

 Bill Allman 

Joyce Blackmore 

John J Beck in memory of 

Jayne Barbara Beck 

Rudolf and Maria Brits 

Kathy & Duane Cable 

Diana Clouse 

Tom & Michale Copeland 

Dorie-Ellen Eisenman 

Peggy Foster  

Joan W. Freeman 

Walt & Judy Furnas 

Judy Hazelton 

Carol Hofer 

Stanton T. Ickes 

Jerry Kneubel 

Bonita & Kurt Krauss 

Ed & Kathleen Malecki 

David & Alice Miskell 

Doris & Howard Moye 

Carolyn & Dan Owens 

Colleen & Mack Parkhill 

Gregg Russell 

Merry Ann Sauls 

Lou Ann Shearer 

John & Marsha Smith 

Suzanne & Taylor Surface 

Nancy Wardwell 

Anonymous 

 

 

 

Would you like to become a patron of the Celebration of Sound Concert Series? Any size contribution is 
welcome. Please make checks payable to: Worthington Presbyterian Church with memo “concert series.”  Join 
us Friday, March 3, 2023 at 7:30pm for the Otterbein University Concert Choir. 
 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont – Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Tom Rice – Pastor for Discipleship 

Rev. Betsy Rice – Pastor for Member Ministries 

Rev. Kevin Horrigan – Parish Associate for Visitation 

Nicholas Robison – Director for Youth Ministries 

Shine Wu Robison – Youth Worship Leader 

Dr. David Rives – Director of Music 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby – Organist 

Melissa Robol – Chapel Pianist 

Russ Nagy – New Connections Music Leader 
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